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'T'm aliar
J'll vip your mind up
J'lIl burn your soul

Tl turn you into me"

——'Heva Ro"ms

R

th

This past Monday in Kline Commons, a
meeting took place to get student opinions on

curriculum changes being proposed by the fac-

ulty Curriculum Commit-
tee. These recommended
changesinclude:anearlier
duedateforSenior Projects,
a new format for Fresh-
manSeminar,aswitchover
to curricular 'programs’
(rather than majors), and
new distribution require-
ments. There were eight students present at the
meeting. The EPC chair, Renee Cramer, had
invited all members of the Curriculum Commit-
tee to be at the meeting, but none were in atten-
dance.

TheCurriculumCommittee'sproposal, which
(according to Cramer) is still a work in progress,
currently suggests that “the Senior Project due
date will be changed to April 1." The reasoning
behind thischargeis thatitwould makesufficient
time available for scheduling Senior Project
boards. Every studentat Monday's meeting was
opposed to this idea. One of the reasons behind

there)echonoft}uschangewasthatm&\emseof '

some projects (for example, science projects
involve data collection) an earlier due dahe may
prove fo be very inconvenient.

The current proposal also suggests that "All
current majors, including interdisciplinary con-
cm‘aations, will be reconceptualized as pro-
grams." Each program would issue "a program
statement which includes intellectual purpose,
course and Moderation requirements.” Some at
the meeting were in favor of this idea because it
wouldallowamoderation inGender Studies, for
example, to be of equal value of moderating in
something such as Philosophy. [k would also
appeartoexpand students' horizonsbeyond our
currentfourdivisions{Arts, Languagesé& Litera-

ture, Natural Sciences & Mathematicsand Social
- Studies). There were concerns at the meeting,

however, that this would force students to nar-
row their focus and a question was raised as to
how students would be helped with such a
process. One student remarked that "it's ridicu-
lous; we can design whatever we want to satisfy
a specific need when'we don't even know what
that is.” Others didn't think the addition of ‘pro-
grams' made that much of a difference from
current "majors.” '

'mostat the meeting agreed that they like tasitis
now with all students taking the same course,

“able to discuss famongst each other] different
professors’ approach to the material," and that
"there's something very valuable in evervone
having exposure to a common course." Others,
however, suggested that “college shouldn't be
remedial education,”and "perhapsinstead, there
shouldbe more 100level classes ineachdivision.”
In coordination with this, some questions were
raised asto thestructureof L&T, in particular, the
idea that it should include more exercises in
expository writing.

On new division requirements, the onhyma-
jorconcernwas that aclear systemwould have
to be brought about to outline exactly which
courseswould fulfill whichrequirements. Also,
a small debate ensued as to whether or not
students should have the option of taking re-
quired classes Pass/Fail. Anyone interested in
knowing more about the proposed curriculum
changes canacquireacopy from thestudent govern-
ment folder on reserve at the library, and anyone
interested in commenting on the changes is encour-
aged to speak with Renee Cramer. '
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by Renee Ann Cramer, guest writer
LastMonday, the Student Life Com-
. mittee and the Educational Policies
Committee administered a survey to
the student body regarding the pro-
posed shortening of intersession. Two
hundredandninety-one(291) students,
approximately 35% of the on-campus
population, responded fo the yes/no
questionnaire. The results were split
downthemiddle; 142individualswere
against shortening intersession, 159
werein favor of the .Many of
those who said “yes” added in the
commentsectionthattheywouldfavor
a one-week shortening, over the pro-
posed two-week shortening,

" Most of the comments provided by
students on both sides of the issues

"This is really getting to be
out of hand," said Kim Squil-

_ lace, Director of Safety and Se-

curity, as she
reported yet
another inci-
dent of a
parked car
being struck
by another
vehicle.

Last Thurs-
day, around
12.30pm a faculty members au-

wereeconomic, Many felt thatgetting

outearlierinMaywould providethem
with more time to find a summer job,
and give them a competitive advan-
tage. As one student wrote, “Most
summer jobs are taken by May 28th.”
The economic arguments against
shortening the intersession included
concernsofinternational studentsthat
it would not be worth the high cost of
plane tickets to fly home for such a
short period of time. Also, many stu-
dentspomtedouttl'latwhﬂeanunpaxd
internship in January was economi-

cally feasible, an entire summer spent’
atan unpaid internship was unrealis-

tic. Since most internships are unpaid
or underpaid, students felt that Janu-
ary was the only time that they could

tomobile was damaged while
parked in the main lot between
Buildings and Grounds and the
Computer Center. The driver re-
sponsible for the accident has not
come forward.

afford to have an internship.
Because the results of the survey
wereinconclusive, theStudent Life
and Educational Policies Commit-
tees recommended that further
discussion take place before any
changes to the calendar are made.
Laurie Curry and Renee Cramer
attended the faculty meeting on
March 16th toexpressthe resultsof
the survey, and express the desire
for more dialogue on the issue.
Ifyouhaveastrong opinionon this
subject, makeitheard! Contact Renee
or Laurie, the faculty, and the ad-
ministration. Also, let Sasha Gorman
and Ephen Colter, the student repre-
sentatives to the Board of Trustees
know how you feel.

dent to take down the driver's
license plate and report it to Se-
curity. "It would be a real service
to the community,” she com-
mented.

This is the fourth hit{’
and-runaccidenttotake
place in the main lot
since the beginning of
March. Squillace urges
anyone with any infor-
mation about this acci-
dent or any other acci-

 CALLING ALL
HVPER STYLE
'DISCO DIVAS

Can you WORK it? Can you titilate and tantilize
in platform heels, onaplatform, in acage. Can you
show us what you got? Strip?

Rl whip? Tum ON a thousand people? Do what you

-do, and do it WELL? The MENAGE V is looking
for a few good dancers, and a few good acts. From
drag and the likes of Lypsinka to choreographed
HOT routines to simply pure go-go—do YOU
‘have what it takes? Well, show us, and we'll see if
you've got IT. Serious applicants only need apply.
| Contact Lisa Kereszi at box 946 or x7053.

Love, the MENAGE

Perform with your

\_

Clothes
Drive

The week of April 11-17, the
Student Life Committee and
the Sister Cities Committee
will be coliecting clothes
around campus. The clothes
will go to the batterd
women's shelter and to the
Nicaraguan people who are
giving their time to build a
clean water system and
asked for clothes as
payment. Boxes will be left
in dorms for that week and
will be picked up on Sunday,
April 17. This is the week
after spring break, so please
do some spring cleaning and |
donate whatever you can! y

\

SUMMER SUBLETS
The Graduate school of Environ-

~ mental Studies is looking for stu--

dent housing for this summer —
mid June through mid August. If
you wish to sublet or rent, please
-call 758-7483 or see Bette in Sottery
101.

The Bard Music Festival needs
people to work in the Festival box
office from May 31-Aug. 21. We will
also need staff (ushersand concession
sales) for the weekends of the Festival
(Aug. 12-14 and 19-21). If you are
interested call Robin at 758-7410.

The Bard Music Festival is looking
for housing for Festival musicians for
the weeks of August 7-21 or for the
entire month of August. If you are
interested in renting your home and
want more details call Robin at 758-
7410,

- Found: 1 pair of sunglasses w/
black + white. Friday night. Yours?
Wirite box 970.

The International Students Or-
ganization is organizing its annual
cultural show. Anyone interested
-inperforming contact ANGELINA

Z [

KOUROUBALI Box #964.

Justin -- I forgive you.

Pinky: I should have been talk-
ing instead of writing. Thank-you
for all our time together. ~Guilty.

A big thank-you to the Observer
staff for the extra frosting. It
wouldn't have been the same with-
out you. Steph.

Hey, heyRabbit..."should we talk
about the weather?" Now that
you're here, take me with you. Be-
tween stripes, Tigger.

Dear Steph, Thanks for the party.
Bard.

" Dear Bard, Thanks for the party
Steph.

Attention! Allrumors thata certain
shindiglastweek-endinacertain tree-
house was actually an Observer orgy
are grotesque, horrific lies! Indignant
members of this staff plead their pris-
tine innocence, they never went any-
where near the place, wrapped up
safelyin virginal self-righteousness. It
was on Palm Sunday after all...

S’rraigl‘q’r ‘FV‘OM’\ the SJra s

Aries (March 21-April 19): Slight delays in your vacation plans may occur,

but don't be discouraged.

Taurus (April 20-May 20): Never feeling remorse is a mistake; rethink your

actions before acting

again. ’
Gemini (May 21-June 20): The weather will affect your mood greatly this

week; maybe it's better to stay inside.

Cancer (June 21-July 22): Time may never heal some of your wounds, but
you'll always find a way to feel a little bit better. )

Leo (July 23-August 22): Stop! Just stop before it's too late to turn back!

Virgo(August23-September 22): Sometime off fromyourordinary lifemay
bring the realization that you've been missing out on a few hints.

Libra

23-October 22): Spring consumes you with feelings of

wonder and lust; don't be discouraged by others' bad moods.
Scotpio (October 23-November 21): Go. Doesn't matter where or with

whom, just go!

Sagittarius (November22- Decembeer)' Avuthmmnnynotbeasbadas

it sounds.

Capricom (Deoanba'zzlanuary 19): If you truly care, you‘l! make the
sacrifices necessary to remove the guilt and build a foundation for the future,

Aquarius (January 20- Febraury 18): Time will fly faster than you think, so
take advantage of every moment before it's too late.

Pisces (February 19-March20). Giving toothersmaynotbring youcomplete
satisfaction, but it will bring you peace even if it takes some time.

HEATHER K. SHEEHAN

ATTORNEY AT LAW
BOX 461
RHINEBECK, NEW YORK 12572

*Offering reasonable rates for traffic tickets and DWI

TELEPHONE
(914) 876-8300
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The Iatest talk in the contmumg
series of Freshman Serninar lec-
tures was given by professor
Leonard
Schwartz. Last

Retecss

evening,
Scwartzspoke
about how
modernist
thought af-

losophies of Karl Marx and
" Friedrich Nietzsche, and the po-
- etry of T.S. Eliot and Antonin Ar-
taud. By drawing on the philo-
sophical and ideological thought
of the time, Schwartz afforded his
listeners a more educated way of
reading “The Wasteland,” tradi-
tionally one of the most difficult

This past Tuesday, March 22,
Professor Auerbach, a John Welsh
Centennial Professorof Historyand

the University
of Pennsylva-
nia, presented
alectureonher
book in

- progress,” A
Vampireof Our
Own

Professor
Auerbachistheauthorof numerous
works on Victorian culture, in-
duding Communities of Women: An
Hdeain Fiction (1978); Womenand the

Demon: The Life of a Victorian Myth

(1982); Romantic Imprisonment:

Wornen and Other Glorified Outcasts”

(1985); and Private Theatricals: The
Lives of the Victorians (1990).

Tuesday’

Literature of -

poems students are asked to un-
derstand, and the work of surreal-
ist Artaud, whichishighly abstract.

Nietzsche wroteinhisbook, Thus
Spake Zarathustra, that God is dead
and man has killed him. “He
meant,” said Schwartz, “that a se-
ries of ideas had ceased to have

value. Value systems areborn and

die. Once the idea of God is unten-
able, theideaoftheselfinuntenable.
What is left?” This concept was
called nihilism by Nietzsche. “The
highestvaluesdevaluethemselves.
One can ask why, but finds no an-
swer.” Therearetwoformsof nihil-
ism: passiveandactive. Thepassive
nihilist has lost a value system, but
needs to find a new one “has seen
thefalsity of all religious and moral
values, and flourishes.”

Karl Marx's philosophy differed

Features

greatly from that of Nietzsche. He

believed that in order to understand
people, one must look at their socio-
economic conditions. For him, since
workers are not in control of their
situations, and, since what is truly
human is the desire to transform the
world throughwork, peopleproduce
things that enrich others, but not
themselves.'Ihus,Marxdevelopeda
theory of alienation. “Thereare three
modes of alienation: the world of
ob)ects,se]f—ahenahon,andahenahon
from others,” Schwartz said. “The
idea that pleasure is associated with
consumptionandnotproductionwas
bad for Marx. Because of private
property, things become ‘me vs.
you ”r

Schwartz suggested that nihilism
and alienation could be “coupled
terms by which one could look at the

~March 30, 1994

aesthetic productions of the twenti-
eth century.” His first example was
“The Wasteland,” which he accom-
panied with a tape of the author
reading his own work. Eliot, an
American expatriate from St. Louis
living in England, read with a mo-
notonous rhythm. Discussing sec-
tions ofthelengthy poem, he quoted
apassagesaying, ““Aprilisthecruel-
estmonth,"howmuchmorenihilistic
canyouget?” Thelandscapeis made
upofabsences, whichforMarxwould
indicate the feeling of “1 produced
this but it means nothing to me.”
Noting the heaviness of the work,
Schwartz said, “He was trying to
come to terms with nihilism and
alienation, and it is correctly seen as
good in that respect. But perhaps he
didn’t think enough about language
and the nature of language.”

Nina Auerbach lectures

Auerbach, who gives herself the
self-definition that she is an "ex-
positor of cultural myth" believes

that we can define our century

through thestudy of Dracula. Inhis
own time, Bram Stoker's Dracula
wasnotofhis time. Yet film makers
such as Francis Ford Coppola are
constantly reinventing the Dracula
story.

Auerbach asserts that Stoker's
Dracula wasnotaboutloveand sex
asheisinoureyes, butratherasthe
"heart of drama...the assertion of
property rights." Stoker's Dracula
represents the decaying germs of
Victorianlove. Draculadoesnothit
a resounding cultural nerve until
much later. It is not until the twen-
tieth century that Dracula becomes
an object of obsession.

Auerbach views Stoker's Dracula

THE PIN K HOUSE

BED AND BREAKFAST

ANNANDALE ROAD
ANNANDALE-ON-HUDSON, NY 12504
ON CAMPUS

H
as disgusting, not sexy. After 1931
in the United States, the public was
conditioned toseeDraculaasasexy
figure.

J.5. Le Fanu's novel about a
vampire, Carmilla, is one of the
few self-excepting books which is
licensed to realize homosexuals.
Though more erotic than Stoker's
Dracula, it is similar because it
strikes out from the Victorian val-
ues and beliefs.

Dracula is thelast in the class in
a working world. The relation-
ship between Dracula and
Jonathan Harker, the travelling in
business man, is that of master
‘and servant. Jonathan makes no
effort to bridge the gap between
them and therefore remains ser-
vile while Dracula attempts to
require an audience onto which

. CULLISION REPAIR

to exude his greatness. Dracula
loses his story because no one
listens to him. His presence is
extmguxshed so early; he has lost
his voice and story from the be-
ginning. Dracula must bear the
burdenof friendlessness. Women
are only used as pawns in
Dracula’s solitary battle against
men. This loss represents the
West's constraining categories of
meni.

Dracula is the consummate cre-
ation of the 1890's, a time haunted
by the monster of clinical mak-

ing—a homosexual.

The Oscar Wilde trials in 1895
resulted in the loss of affinity be-
tween men. Prior to this, the vam-
pirefeltfreetolanguishinhishomo-
erotic way. Now a silence has been
forced upon him. The performer

”Antomn Artaud was a Frem:h
poet, actor, inventor of the Theater of
Cruelty,drugexperimenter,and sur-
realist. He helped to create surreal-

" ism with Andre Breton, but the two

had a split, and Artaud was mad at
the end of his life.” Surrealism is a
form of nihilism, so he and others
questioned whether words perform
the acts we ask them to. Schwartz
played a tape of Artaud screaming,
part of a poem written for French
radio, which can be viewed as ca-
thartic, nihilistic madness. Language
canbeexpressed throughthescream.
Such treatment, however, takesa toll
onlanguage, and inall the question-
ing, even the body is doubted.
Nietzsche would see the scream as
indicative that something will come,
whereas Marx would consider it a
symptom of alienation. 7

hasdisappeared; throughtheyears
we have reflected our own inhibi-
tions. '
Browning, a Hollywood film
maker, was the first to make mov-
ies about Dracula. He managed to
make Dracula more untouchable
by producinga Hollywood version -
of the decadent. Perversity buckles
in Browning's movie; however,
Browning looks back with some

" yearning to the homoerotic.

Magre recently, with the excep-
tionof Salem’s Lot by Stephen King,
vamplrgs have become erotic ob- .
jects. They are not written for the
purposesofstriking outagainstthe

_conventions of society as was

Stroker's Dracula.

In the words of Auerbach '
"Dracula feeds our fears, but does
not quench our nostalgia." LT

. GLASS REPI.ACEMENTS
* INSURANCE ESTIMATES « FRAME STRAIGHTENING

24 HR TOWING |
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‘Another Vlew
Laryngltls

March 30, 1994

by John (the first-year, short-haired one) Leo

Five nights ago I decided that I would like to
lose my voiceand partake in the recent laryngi-
What a fine lesson it would teach me about
patience and other ways of communication, I
said. Well, five days later I am able to make
audible sounds with my breath and amable to
reflect (with a lucid mind) on the immensity of
musing that I had during my term of silence. I
share them in the Observer in the hope that my
ailmentand testament havesomething tosay to

members of the Bard community (of this I can

not be certain).
Peﬂwapsﬂweﬁrstﬂmgthatlnoteedwas&aat
within the first day of my sentence I became
resigned to silence. Many instances of miscom-
munication or discommunication, as I wildly
gestured and mouthed my needs, left me frus-
trated and defeated and sitting silently in my
ownliteworld. Becomingfrustrated withgood
friends (whichof course makes life tougher) for
lacking the skill of reading lips or communicat-
ing solely with those thatseemed tounderstand
me better were also common outcomes, To
write responses in dass or in Kline and have
themreadafter theconversationhad progressed
enough to make my idea outdated was some-
thing out of a Saturday Night Live skit minus
my laughter.
Byﬂ\et}urdorfourthdaylmledadechmm
ideas and emotions (or was I deeming more of
myideasandemotionsinconsequential). Infact,
thelaryngitiscametomeabout thesametimeas
did my decision to go abroad for the next two
semesters; I considered deferring the idea (or
was it a hunger) on account of my lack of
patience (at the time I could think of better
excuses, though). And many of my friendsand
those that knew of my malady simply had less
tosaytome.Isuspectthatthiswasakind gesture
ontheirpart. Knowingme tobecomefrustrated
and unwilling to usea pad and pen, they tatked
less to me in order to llicit less responses from
me. What was I to do in a situation like this? I
referredback tomyol firstsemesterincollegeT-
have-so-much-work-to-do-that-I-have-no-time-

to-sodialize" trick of sitting lonesome in Kline,

thusgmngmyselfandothersambleexcuseto
ignore communication.

The answer of closing down the social valve
wasn'tworking though, lamby naturea social
creatureandhavebecomedisindlined toexpress
my needs in a journal that is never read), and 1
wasconfronted withmany anunfulfilling meal
and sleepless night. Using a middle person

. (whoboth understood me very well and could
read lips) did notdissipate my need to be vocal.

Ifeltdebilitated to have this friend translatemy
thoughts devoid of my factual e'prmons or
more importantly my tone of voice. Of course

thefaultwasrottheir's, butmyideas werebeing

communicated and understood wrongly,and I
ﬁxrtlmfomﬂ:twmnglyneae&alymblaxmmy

Aclua]ly during manypomts ofthlspast‘

weekIfounditnecessary toblameeveryoneand

everything but myself and my throat. I was
becomingliketheonewhocomplainsincessantly
about getting peanut and butter sandwiches in

ﬁlepaperbagmsteadofreahmgﬂ\atsheorhe

- wastheone packing thelunch. And to limit this

experience to the last few days would be com-
mitting the same wrong, for [ know that I have
beenscrewingmyselfforawhile.Inotonlyhave
resigned to notusing my pad & paperin order
to have a scapegoat but in the past T have come

" up with millions of handy litle self-destructive

excuses.Thad a perfectly logical explanation for
all the times that I didn't tell him that he was

pissingmeoffor totell that professor that Ididn't

agree or to tell that neighbor to tum down the
fuckin’ musicorevent to tell B&G that 1 thought
it would be cool to put up a swing somewhere
on campus come spring or that I think that this
school could have a nonalcoholic dance with

some of the music that I like and other people I

would come. Although there certainly are time
thatI have notlostmy voicebecause of another,
due to their louder one or due to "the system,"
(whatever thatis) many, if not most, times I can,
ifIsitand breathreal deeplyand countto tenand
soon, find (later on)my own fearsor self-pity to

be wheremy voice hasgone to. AllThave todo,  #
. itseems, is to take that first step, call it confron-

tation or converting negative inward energies
into outward actions, and the defeat of fear, the
break ina tradition of laziness and my sorry-ass
just go along for the ride. Where the creativity
and energy needed to communicate the idea in
ways that people will understand and accept
come from, I don't know-—but they do come.

_ Harold Laski's Harper's Magazine article "The 2

Dangers of Obedience," says it for me:

"Themeekdonotinherit theearth unlessthey
are prepared to fight for their ¢
meekness...Certainly every acquiescence in £
mnh‘adlchonofﬂ\elessonlifehastau@tusisa

deliberate postponement of its opportunity;
every acceptance of thatagainst which our soul
criesout makesiteasierupon another occasions
tostiflethatary. Weneed freedomtobeourselves.

But we can be free only as we insist upon

freedom...Because we share, that is, in a collec-

hwa@mm,wememtefforﬂwslyasmmdof

individual salvation."

Bard Biathlon

Up for a 1/2 mile swim and a 3 mile run?
The Biathlon will be held on April 28th,

with individual and team competition.
For more information or to register,
contact Carla Davis at x529.

eath and so I can pmk up creepy stuff
w. Maybe if. you come closer to under-

't'l_e‘closer to understandmg
)r at least'come a littie closer to
erstandmg pavement teanngyourshn

£, YEEEEEEHAW
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Letters

‘A message from BEMS

Duetotherecentdrugoverdoseon
campus, issuesof confidentiality and
trusthavebeenraisedbymanypeople
in regards to the policies of Bard
Emergency Medical Servicesand the
administration. In last week’s Ob-
server,aneditorial suggested that the
BEMS policy regarding to confiden-
tali

Patient confidentiality is a long-
standing and legally supported tra-
dition of the medical community de-
slgned to protect patients from hav-
ing personal informationdistributed
to others without their consent. The
purpose of this confidentiality is to

_enable people to seek medical help
‘without risking embarrassment or

other repercussions. Such a policy is

‘meant to protect the rights of the
patient, not to hide information from
the general public. As long as the
:ideiﬁtyofﬂwpdhmtisrmm
patient information can be used in
analyzing and reporting genaal in-
formation about iliness and injury.
How does thisapply to Bard? Bard
is a very small community in which
informationand misinformationpass
“easily. For this reason, BEMS treats
. patientconfidentiality withtheutmost
of respect. By tradition and by proto-
o), BEMS does not pass any patient
information outside themedical com-
' mumty Wedosl'larelrﬁom'ahmmﬂt

local hospitals, other rescue squads
and health services inan effort to pro-
vide better care for our patients, and
weexpectthattheseagencieswill treat
theinformation with thesamedegree
of confidentiality that we do.

We hope that our strict adherence
to this policy will make students feel
comfortable calling us. Fear ofembar-
rassment should never prevent someone
from getting the care they need. Like-
wise,oneshould neverhesitatetocall
BEMS if you see someone who is in
need of help. If anything good can
comefromtherecenttragedy,Iwould

hopethatitismoreofawillingnessto

reach out to others when they need
help. .

: WhileBEMS‘docSmaintainapolicy,

of complete confidentiality, it would
be foolish to think that the school will
remain fully unaware of any serious
medical situation conceming a stu-
dent. AsPresident Botsteinsaidatthe
town meeting, the school is not seek-
ing to punish students in such situa-
tions, but tohelp them, Bardisa great
contrast to Jarger schools where stu-
dentsdiein theirrooms fromalcohol
poisoning, fearful of seeking help
from their RA’s. As long as'the ad-
ministrationkeepstotheir policy, fear

" of the administration should never

prevent someone fromseeking help.
In tegards to reporhng informa-

hon,wefollowthepohcystatedabove.
Solongastheidentity of the patientis
notrevealed, weare willing to report
generalinformationaboutwhattypes
of illnessand injury weare called for
and in whatquantity. If reporting the

of calls for drug and alco-
hol related problems could help to
make the community moreaware of
the dangers involved with drugand
alcoholusage, weare willing todosso.

Inbrief,ourservicesarecalled upon
approximately 80 times per semes-
ter. The majority of these calls fall in
the category of minor first aid or
illness. Last semester, of our 76 calls,
8 were for alcohol intoxication or al-
cohol related injuries. There were 6
calls involving other drugs, ranging
from accidental misuse of prescrip-
tion drugs to heroin usage.

BEMS is composed of individuals
who have all undergone highly spe-
cialized training in dealing with
medical emergencies. We work very
hard to be prepared to deal with
whatever situations may arise; how-
ever, we are limited by the willing-
nessof peopletocall us. If thereisany
fear that calling BEMS will cause
embarrassment or punishment, 1
hope that this letter has cleared up
that misconception.

Scott Reed
" Director, BEMS

- Computer clarifications

To the editor,
I am writing in response to the
recent Observer article entitled

“Electronic for the people” by

 Michael Poirier.
I would first like to commend

" ““the students of the Bard Bulletin

. Board Service (BBS) for their
. dedication and commitment.
Much of whatthe dubhasdoneto
date would not have been pos-
.~ sible without substantial commit-
ments of time and machinery on
the part of the club’s founding
members. The recent installation
-of a BBS public access station in
" the library is a big step towards
the club’s goal of ”e-mall for ev-
_eryone.”
However, several clarifications
must be made. )
The impetus for a public access
station was the altruistic objective
on the part of club members to
provide students with easier ac-
cess to electronic mail until such
~ time as this access is made avail-
. able to students through the col-
lege. To these ends, the BBS
- reached an agreement with the
college to support a public access
station for the duration of the
spring semester.

...............

Due perhaps to the unfortunate
juxtaposition of quotations in the

_article, many students have been

left with the inaccurate impres-
sion that they can gain access to

theInternet through this new sta-

tion. What the student club is
providing is access to electronic
mail, not direct access to the
Internet. Students who require
immediate access to the Internet
are advised to obtain the service
through one of the companies
which provide such services (for
a fee, of course).

Upon completion of the new
campus-wide-informationsystem
(CWIS), Internet access will be

‘available from computers

throughout the campus, rather
than through the BBS library sta-

" tion as stated in the article. If the

currentschedule holds, weexpect
that access will be availablein the
fall through the Henderson Com-
puter Resources Center.

Access will gradually broaden
to include other academic build-

ings, administrative offices, fac- -
‘ulty offices, and student dorms.

I emphasize‘ that the projection
of access in the fall is a candid

estimate of what I expect will be

possible, based upon the current
status of the various projects in-
volved, and is not quite the bold

promise mentioned in the article. -

What must occur in the interim
period? Well, Bard College (not
just the Levy Institute) is now a
node on the Internet system. The
fiber optic wiring-backbone
project is nearing completion (so
much for playing in those
trenches). The Hendersonexpan-
sion project, which will include
the campus telecommunications
wiring and management systems,
should be completed by the end of
the current term (so much for those
late-night constructionsite parties).
The system to manage student
computeraccountsisscheduled for
installation and . testing in early
summer. We'llbe just as excited as
the students when this all comes
together.

Thank you,

Michael Lewis

Director of Computer Education

Thank you for the clarifications Prof.

Lewis, but perhaps someone in-

Henderson could have returned our
phone calls and clarified these points
before publzcatwn -ed.

March 30,1994

Response to S. Martm

by Erika McEntarfer, ex co-secre-
tary of BAGLE'

Mary was discomforted by the fact
thatouronly gay resourceat presentis
acounselingservice. That fact thatthis
is the only service for the gay com-
munity here implies that the greatest
need of gays and lesbians is serious
head shrinking. Neither Mary nor I
areagainst the formation of the coun-
selingservice{weareboth volunteers,
in fact). But I can't tell you how the

disturbing the implication is—that

"being gay” equals “necding counsel-
ing." Imagineif BBSO disbanded and

- was replaced by a counseling service

for blacks. Imagine the statement this
would make about the African
American community. Itis this state-
mentaboutwhatitisliketobegay that
Mary was disturbed by, not the
oounseling service.

You faulted Mary Lindsey for
blaming BAGLE's dissolution solely
on "the negative feelings toward it." I
wouldagreewithyouentirely. BAGLE
did not simply fall apart because of
negativeattitudes toward the organi-
zation on this campus. Yet you failed
to argue your own case. :

Instead, the rest of your letter was
devoted to expressing exactly those
“negative attitudes” toward BAGLE
that Mary discussed in her letter. In

ym:rfollowmgparagraphyomefmed
to BAGLE meetingsasa meatmarket,
an"auctionblock,"and newmembers
as"freshmeat." Youstatedconcerning
BAGLE members, "some also gave
the impression of being much more
interested in chaining themselves to
Owal Office desks than guiding less
confidentpeopleintotheirworld."Yet
subsequently in your letter you also
referred to us as "apathetic Bard stu-

- dents" and "annoying and scary.”

I would like to mention that all of
your suggestions for a new gay -
organization(shhavebeenbroughtup
atBAGLEmeetingsinthepast. BAGLE
didn't just fall apart due to apathy.
BAGLE, with most of it's meetings
spentplanninglong rangeeventsand
balancing our budget, was notlonger
serving the Bard gay community.
Therewassomething wrong withthe
structure of BAGLE thatneeded tobe
changed. Eventually the bestsolution
appeared to disband and let the Bard
community assess its own needs.

Which is exactly what it is doing
now. People are asking, do we still
need a gay organization on this cam-
pus? What kind of gay organization
will meet the needs of the Bard com-
munity? Hopefully, this discussion
mﬂoﬂetanewsoluuonmthepmb-
lems of BAGLE.

Thank you

To all of you whom partook in the town meeting last Monday,
We thank you for your presence, your thoughts, your words, your
ears, and most of all your honesty. It was great. Keep itup and don’t

letit go.
With tons of respect,

“Gillian and Yasmin

The Bard Observer
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'AND NO #2 PENCILS REQUIRED.
THIS DEFINITEI;.Y ISN’T .
A TEST. ln‘ fact, _if’s just simplg ‘and it's harder for anyone else

Put your photo on the card,

math. You get the to use it:
Citibahk Classic
card, and th_eh .
YOU PAY NO
ANNUAL FEE. Zippo.

Add th'at-rto a;yery cémpéfitive

' CALL TO APPLY:
1-800-CITIBANK,

Lost your
wallet? Well,

EXT 32

don't worry.

Our Lost Wallet™ Service is

1

there to provide you with
EMERGENCY )
CASH, a new card
usually within 24

15.4% variable annual percentage
rate' and you've got a great deal.
You- don't have to be a caléulus

major to figure that out."And hours, and even

it's easy to see, you're secure. help you replace

- March “30

m-any important documents?
SECURE YOUR PURCHASES,
too. With Citibank Price Protection
you'll always pay the best price.
And Buyers Security protects
your purchases from theft,
'accidéntal démage: of:ﬁt;e“ ‘When
you think of it, getting a Citibank
card could‘v_er'y well
be the easiest
addition you'll

do this year.

NO QUESTION.

Our insomniacs are waiting for you with all the answers,

WE’RE LOOKING OUT FOR YOU™
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* WEDNESDAY. MARCH 30 x

- % Alcoholics Anonymous
12roon. .

and Narcotics Anoi{ymous are meeting today in Aspin'wa.ll 304 at

& Mesa de Bpuﬁol. iNo te la pierdas! Kiine Comphlhc Room 6-7p.

* Crlm! Unlon Run. Leaves at 6p and returns at 7p. Meet the van behind Kline.
* F.A.CT. Friends Against Cigarettes and Tobacco will hold their first official meting in
the Olin Moon Room at 7p. If you find a newspaper or periodical article on smoking, please
bring it to the meeting. ' )

H Senior Class Event: An evening to Discuss Womens's Experioences in Graduate
School. Students an faculty are invited. Kline Committee Room, 7p.

* Alcoholics Anonymous meeting in Barrytown. Meet van at Security at 7:45p.

* Da Capo Chamber Players will be perforiningl th ChamberMusic of George Perle.
Olin Auditorium, 8p. Free of charge.

* THURSDAY. MARCH 31 % .

* Alcoholics Anoﬁymous meting in Aspinwall 304 at 7:30p.

* Tavola italiana, Kline President’s Room. All Welcome! Join us for conversation
at 5:30-6:00p. Benvenuti! i

* Alcoholics Anﬁnyizous meeting in Rinhebeck. Mefgt vanat Security at 7:15p.

’

* FRIDAY. APRIL 1 %

* Alcoholics Anqﬁymous meetmg in Aspinwall 304 at 12 noon.

* CZECH IT OUTE Do you have an interest in Czech culture? Would you like to learn
some Czech words, Czech expressions or experience Czech humor? Come to the Czech table.
Kline Presidents Room, 5-6:30p.

‘& Overeaters Arnonymous meting in Kingston. Meet van at Security at 5:15p.
* Narcotics Anonymous meeting in Catskill. Meet van at Security at 7:15p. ‘

* SPRING RECESS BEGINS! _ -

For more information

The Houston toad produceSilkaloids — harmaceutical
wonders that may preverit heart attacks or act as an’
anesthetic more powerful than morphine. Yet, due to habitat loss,

itis on the very brink of extinction, another member
of the Endangered Species List. '

NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION
1400 Sixteenth Street, N.W:, Washington, D.C. 20036-2266





























