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"CASe.s of conscience
cannot be examihed ivi a '
moral vacuum.”

R :L-—S;sse|a Bok

As of two days ago, the coffeeshop has
* become completely non-smoking. The deci-
sion, according to Peter Belenchia, director
+of the Wood Company
dmmg services at Bard,
was made just over a
week ago due to com-
plaints from non-smok-
ersthathad gone "out of
control." Apparently, for
quite some time, many
. students and faculty

- have been complaining
that becauseof the smoky atmosphere of the
coffeeshop, they would not be coming back.
On occasion, there were as, .many as four
comp]amts in the same day.

A New York State law requires all places
selling and serving food to provide a non-
smoking section for their patrons. This was
attempted at the coffeeshop, but sorne
smoking students were still sitting in the
areas explicitly marked non-smoking. Says
Belenchia, who is himself a smoker, "stu-

dents feel it's their coffeeshop, not like a

restaurant where they obey rules.” He and
coffeeshop manager Mark Toussaint (an-
other smoker), both insist this is "a customer
service decision." They also feel that it is a
serious health issue—"a smoke-free envi-
ronment is better for all." They also have the
backing of the administration, including
Dean Jefferson Huang, who enthusiastically
proclaimed, "I'm in favor of the new all non-
smoking policy!"

Students who smoke, however, are an-

_ gered by thisdevelopment, and have posted

a petition in the coffeeshop itself protesting
the decision. One student remarked, "there
are more of us than them [non-smokers],
therefore, we should be able to smoke here if

.we want to.," A non-smoker, on the other

hand, was quite pleased and said that she
would spend the entire day there in com-

memoration of the decision, commenting

that due to an allergy to cigarette smoke she
could never go there before. The petitioners,
asof Mondayevening, had collected eighty-
eight signatures. -

When asked if the petmon would cause

comfortable w1th the decxsnon

them to reverse their decision, Belench.aand
Toussaint both agreed that “at least fifty .
percent of the student body would have to
sign in order to [instigate a] change." If there
are more complaints that people are not al- -
lowed to smoke, the coffeeshop will still
remain non-smoking, but Wood employees
would talk to the College itself about in-
stalling some sort of smoke removal system.
Since currently there is no such ventilation.
system, "all non-smoking seemed the best
way to go."

Smoking will continue tobe permitted in the
"paranoids” of Kline Commons, and a make-
shift"smokinglounge’ had beensetupbetween
the glass doors of the coffeeshop last Mondayv
evening so that smokers would havea place to
smoke without standing outsidein the cold. So
far, there have been no sightings of students
still smoking within the coffeeshop itself.
Belenchia feels that any student opposition to
the decision can be taken like tax increases,
"you yell about it for awhile, but then you get
used to it." He feels that soon everyone wﬂig\
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Security responds to blaze

Accordmg to Kim Squillace,
- Director of Safety and Security,
Secunty officers responded to

main lounge
of Tewks-
bury two
weeks ago.
Fire alarms
went off at.
1:15 in the.
morning of
Monday,
February 14, and despite a his-
tory of false alarms, the resi-
dents evacuated the building.
By the time Security arrived,
smoke had filled the lounge
and was spreading through the
first floor.

"It was a scary situation," com-
mented Squillace. "The smoke was
unbelievable.” She said that offic-
erscould only seeeach other'sfeet.
_ &s they fought the fire. Every wa-
ter extinguisher on the first and
- seécond floor was emptied before
the situation was contained.

Apparently, a wooden wire

" . spool, large enough to serve as

a table, was ignited in the
fireplace. While the blaze did
not leave the confines of the
brick fireplace, Squillace af-
firmed that "this might have
developed into a very serious
problem.” She requested that
anyone who has any informa-
tion as to how the fire was

a fire in the .

started to please contact Secu-’

rity. Unless information is
brought forward, the residents
of Tewksbury may be charged
for replenishing the fire extin-
guishers, as well as for any
other damages that may have
been incurred,

A more recent incident in-
volving theft was reported last
Tuesday. A student had a pair
of $400 skis stolen from outside
of her room in Bourne. At the
time of the theft, a local pizza

‘establishment was dehvermg

flyers to each room in the
dormitory. Security ques-
tioned the delivery person,
who denied involvement in the
incident. -

Squillace said that the incident
was turned over to the state police
due to the known fact that outsid-
ers were in the dorm. "It seems
coincidental," commented Squil-
lace. "But I have told the restau-

_rantthat they are not permitted to-

send peopleinto the dorms. In the
future, they have to turn their fly-
ersover to us if they want them to
be distributed.”

Security also is asking for infor-
mation regarding an automobile
collisionbehind theMilton Avery
Theater. On the evening of Fri-
day, February 18th, a BMW had
its frontend seriously damaged
by an unidentified vehicle. The
car had been borrowed bya Bard

student hfe "

student, and Squillace said that
the "very distraught” student
might be held accountable for the
damages if no new facts arise.
Concerning thenew regulations
whichrestrictparkingattheSouth
Hall ot to non-resident vehicles,
Squillace stated that Security was

not encountering any serious,

problems—at least, not from stu-
dents, "The biggest problem has
been with faculty members, who
have their own lots near the Com-
puter Center,” she commented.

She promised that in the Spring,

Buildings and Grounds will in-
stall "better signs” to identify des-
ignated parking areas. In the
meantime, Squillace urges any-
one who has any questions about
where to park to drop by theSecu-
rity office.

Squlllace alsocommented onthe
various cars which have been
abandoned around campus.
"Anyone who wants to get rid of
their car should come to see me,”
shesaid. Throughanarrangement
with a local garage, automobiles
which students no longer want
will be towed off-campus free of
charge.

"I appreciate any mput from
students,” concluded Squillace. "I
hope anyone can féel free to stop
by and offer suggestions. I like to
think that part of Security's job is
to help improve the qualities of

'

Do youhavea toaster oven that
you wnat to sell me? Lisa x7053.

SUMMER SUBLETS

The Graduate school of Envi-
ronmental Studies is looking for
student housing for this summer
- mid June through mid August.
Ifyouwishtosubletorrent, please
call 758-7483 or see Bette is Sottery
101. i

To Pam, Stacie, Juile'and all my
other new and close friends::
Thank-you for making my, birth-
day tolerable as well as enjoyable.
Love, Jeana. .

_ Fun=Turn. What if there's no
time to lose? I wish we all weren't
so afraid of each. other. Love, a
silly boy who ought to know bet-
ter. g

Tohe who submitted the above:
I apologize emmensely for the
mistake made in typing your last
submission. I will try to be more
observant in the future. — the
editor-in-chief.

Dear ‘dear Rabbit, "there's
something between us and its

_changing my words". Phones are

bad things, Ibarely hear my voice.

"I trust this: our flowers scorched

All, Tigger.

* To whom it may concern: Any
complamts about typographical
errors in this paper are to be di-
rected to Mr. Vincent Dewar of

the Plymouth—Carver Intermedi-

The Jerome Levy Economics Institute of Bard College

SPRING 1994

LEVY INSTITUTE LECTURE SERIES

-

Friday, March 4, 1594
8:00 p.m, Lecture

giving a lecwre entitled,

Francine D. Blau, Profcssor of Economics, Institute of
Labor & Indusirial Relations, Umversuy of Illinois will be

OGutcomes: The Role of Wage Structure’.

Part of a free lecture series -- everyone is welcome!

"Gender and Economic

'a

Th

C@C@C@C@C@C@C@C@C@C@

F@@@il Stere
NOW OPEN

ate School in Massachusetts. Mr.
Dewar "instructed" themanaging
editor in eight-grade typing. The
tyrantused to turnoff thelightsor
tape paper over the boy's hands
so that he could not look at the
keys. To this day the managing
editor feels quesy when ap-
proached by an electric type-
writer without correction tape,
and hallucinates about waxed
mustaches when he dips beneath
50 words per minute. A lawsuit
for emotional damage is pending
in civil court, and all future typo

complamismllonlyhelpthecase ‘

"If you ve missed it, here syour
chance! If you've seenit, you know
it'srichenoughtoseeagain!"THE
PIANO. Soon to be playing at
Upstate Films in Rhinebeck.
March 4-10. Call theatre for times.
(914) 876-2515.

The National Library Poetry is
once again holding a contest with
over $12,000 in prizes. To enter,
send ONE original poem, any
subject or style, to the NAtional
Library of Poetry, 11419 Cronridge
Dr.,P.0.Box704-YF,OwingMills,
MD 21117. Limit of 20 lines. In-
clude name and address on top of
the page. Deadline: March 31,
1994,

Is there going to be an event on
or off campus that you think the
Observershould cover? Would you
like to write about it? All ideas,
suggestions' and assistance wel-
come Staffmeetmg Mon.6: 15pm

c@c@c@c@c@@

Bard
College
ommuanity

- Nataral

arsdays 1-5pm
&
Fridays 1-5,
6-10pm
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~ “One of the earliest standard
models of physics was Fire, Earth,

- Airand Water. We tried thatin the
Iab and all we
got was hot,
bubbling
mud,” joked
Nobel Laure-
ate physicist
L e on
Lederman last
- Saturday. As
part of Bard
VCollege’s sthngmshed Scientist
LectureSeries, Lederman’stalk was
‘a_lively discussion on “The
'Innerspace/Outerspace Connec-
~ tion: History and ProgressReport.”
In 1983, Lederman won the Wolf

" Prize for the discovery of the B-
“quark, and five years later shared
- the Nobel Prize in Physics with
' Melvin Schwartz. For ten years he
. was the director of the Fermilab in
Chicago, supervising the
TEVATRON, and is currently a
professor at the Jllinois Institute of

“Technology.Outsideof the physics '
" laboratory, Lederman is involved
in education reform, and serves as

~ thescience advisor to the governor
of Minois.
 Lederman'slecture opened witha
- refernce to the dawn of western sci-
“ence in Ancient Greece, and contin-
ued up to modern-day connection
between particle physics and early
universeastrophysics. Ledermanex-
plained how, in 400 BC, Democritus

Features

first postulated
“atomos” asthe
elementary
pieces of na-
ture—too small
to be seen or
broken into

physics has
been driven to
identify ~ the
fundamental -
“atomos” by | &8
cuiting deeper |8
anddeeperinto
elements,atoms
andevennuclei.

Another

Guestionasked by the Greeksisstill
‘awaitinga solution: “How doesthe

Universe work?” Lederman sum-
marized the progress of science as
striving towards these goals, with
each new breakthrough introduc-
ing new questions.

From the discovery of the elec-
trons and nucleus of atoms in the
1920’s, particle physics has been
busy “sharpening Democritus’
knife.” After World War II, utiliz-
ing new technology and massive
funding, the minute pieces inside
atoms began to be dismembered.

The innovation of particle accel-
erators allowed physicists to dig
deeper. By shooting a particle, en-
ergizing it with electricity and
guidingitby magnets, thenucleus

The Women's Center Presents:
Our Voices, Ourselves

An open mike coffee house
Friday, March 11th 8:00pm
at Annandale House, rm. 110
For artists & academics and fans of both.
Open to all genders. If you want to perform contact
Amanda Harris by camipus mail or just show up.

Wine, cheese, cookies, and nonalcoholic
beverages will be provided.

Nobel laureate Leon Lederman busy explaining the universe

of an atom can be targeted. When
the two collide, physicists ana-
lyze and identify the incredibly
short-lived pieces that arebroken
off,

The energy of the directed par-
ticle is measured according to
electron volts(eV’s). “Youhaveto
expend more energy to slice
deeper, or to cut larger atoms,”
explained Lederman. A million
eV’sare required just to reach the
nucleus, a billion to disturb the
protons and neutrons within a
nucleus, and another 100 billion
to find the quarks within those
protons and neutrons.

Despite early media reports,
Ledermaninsisted that “wenever
never smash atoms” when he de-
scribed the two varieties of par-
ticle accelerators. Linear accelera-
tors (“West Coast”) launch a par-
ticle in a straight line, and ener-
gize it with multiple electric gaps
along its path. The TEVATRON,
at Fermilab in Chicago, is a syn-
chrotron which directs the par-
ticle in a circle and energizes it at
one gap in its 6.3 km radius.
(Lederman even humorously
proposed that Stonehenge was a
prototype accelerator.) The world
record is 1.9 trillion eV at
TEVATRON; the now discon-
tinued Superconducting

Supercollider was designed to

produce 40 trillion eV.

Within the last twenty years,
physicists have used accelerators
to develop the Standard Model.
TheStandard Modelidentifies the
fourfundamental forces of nature:
Gravity, Electromagnetism, the
Weak force (which produces ra-
dioactive decay) and the Strong
force (which holds together the

components of the nucleus.) Fur-
thermore, the Standard Model
supports the “Quantum Field
Theory Exhibiting Guage Sym-
metry” that these forces are trans-
mitted by particles.

“Forces communicate by ex-
changing these particles,” ex-
plained Lederman. Physics has
identified three generationsof four
particles each. Within each genera-
tion are two quarks, one massive
leptonand aneutrino. The varieties
of quarks are up, down, strange,
charm, top (or truth), and bottom
(beauty). There is also the lepton
group includes electrons and neu-
trinos. T-quarks and tau neutrinos
are yet to be observed, while
Lederman said there is "strong in-
direct evidence" of their existence.
"T*you seea tau-neturino, dial 911,"
he offered.

However precise, the Standard
Model is considered by many to
be too complicated, and unreli-
able at extremely high levels of
energy. “It still won't fit on a tee-
shirt,” remarked Lederman.
Therefore, physicsis searching for
“unification”: single particlesand
equations that would essentially
explain the entire universe.
Einstein was unable to unify
gravity and electromagnetism,
while later scientists have been
able to link the weak force to
electromagnetism.

Thisis where Lederman brought
cosmology into his lecture. Physi-
cists theorize that the Big Bang
happened roughly 15billionyears
ago, and they suspect that the di-
vision of forcesand particles from
pure energy into mass occurred
only a few seconds after the pri-
mordial explosion. Meanwhile,

our expanding universe has only
three possible futures: infinite ex-
pansion, collapse or asymptotic
decrease in velocity.

- AsLedermaninsisted, “Wecan't
model the universe without
knowledge of particles and forces.

- We need bigger accelerators to go -

back further in time.” A theory
shared by cosmology and particle
physics is that of the mysterious
“Higgs things." These proposed
fields, sensitive to temperature,
would introduce further complex-
ity to the elemental particles and

forces as the universe cools. ’

Lederman’s analogy was
that of a flashlight behind a
shower curtain. Each Higgs
thing obscures the clear light
with multiple layers of trans-
lucent curtains. One of the
plans of the S5C was to try to
materialize a Higgs field, and
thereby give greater insights
into the insides of particles and
into the birth and future of the
universe. This topic is the
subject of Lederman’s latest
book, which he blames an
editor for entitling The God
Particle. ,

Lederman did not try to hide
his disappointment that Congress
ceased funding the SSC after two
supportiveadministrations. “The
project was 20% completed,” he
commented. “It wasa dumb thing
to do.” He predicted a pause of at
least a decade before the
innerspace/outerspace connec-
tion can be more fuliy researched.

In his introductory lecture, Bard
professor Matthew Deady opined
that the “SSC was our upper limit.
I think it would have been the last
big machine we would have built.”
He continued, “Maybe if we use
morebrain-powerandlessmachine
power, we could find another way
to figure these things out.”

On a lighter note, Lederman of-
fered humorous  anecdotes
throughout his talk, not the least of
which was his characterization of
the professionalscience process. He
likened a pig leading a farmer to
truffles with the relationship be-
tween those who theorizeand those
who do the hard work of experi-
menting. Beforethesniffing pigcan
devour the succulent truftle, the
farmer “snatches it away and pub-
lishes it.” .

(Thanks to Prof. Deady for proof-
reading this article.~ed.) . Ll



““Malia Du Mont is a first semes-

ter senior from Edinburg, Ohio.
Shexsdoublema)ormgmlmsema-
tional Rela-
tions and
Chinese. She
‘is currently
working on
two senior
projects one
dealing with
“FDR'sWWII
‘Foreign
Pohcy Toward China,” and the
" other a translation of two short
“stories by Liu Heng. Bard was
‘Malia’sfirstchoiceof collegesand
- that's why she came here; “be-
- catise it’s beautiful and I like the
-area. Also... it has a small, com-
fortable environment... I like
- knowing my professors." Some of
_theprofessors here, she says,have
changed her life.

She llkes Bard still because she
_is"abletocomehereand getthings
done," if something is important
‘to her, she feels she can make a
_difference. Part of this ability
_comesfrom herinvolvement with
student government and specific

. I'mhere ’becauseBardisﬁﬂlof
 right wing extremists,” says Eric
Taylor. Eric is a Freshman II/
Sophomore Il
transfer stu-
dent from
New Jersey
whowill most
likely major
in Victorian
Studies be-
cause “I wish
society today
_was hke socxety then.”.

He prevxously attended Lehlgh
University in Pennsylvania where
“the classes were too big and not

‘worth the money.” The classes’

here, however, are what he likes

"mostabout Bard as wellas the fact

that “Bard is so liberal, opposite
of the school I transferred from.”

“The thing Eric likes least about

‘Bard is Kline because it has a “less
than palatable food array.”

‘Asa person, Enc’ s frlends say
‘he isquitenice althoughone of his
hobbies is locking himself in his
‘room. When asked why, he said
“because I only like dealing with
people when I want to.” His other

campus clubs. Malia is currently
the Secretary of the Central Com-
mittee, was the head of the Inter-
national Relations club for two
years, and has recently taken an
editorial position on the Journal of
Social Sciences. She is also the Peer
Counselorinchargeof South Hall.

Malia took her position in Stu-
dentGovernmentbecause she felt
“it needs good people to make it
work... i'm very organized... al-
ways thinking two weeksahead...
willing to go beyond the call of
duty." Since her only major prob-
lem with Bard is the disorganiza-
tion("Chaosreally, really disturbs
me") and the disregard for the
students' need for services, she

also likes being in'a position that'

allows her to communicate with
the campus as a whole, and to
bring up "student life stuff.” She
likes her job as peer counselor
because she enjoys "meeting and
becoming close toalot of people,”
and because she has direct con-
tact with the administration as
well as some pull with Bulldmgs
and Grounds which gives her
sense of authority."

watching a large assortment of

moviesand playing with his com-

puter.

His favorite movies are: Naked
Gun, Spaceballs, Philadelphia, and

Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan. -

Naked Gunbecause "it'shilarious,”

Spaceballs because he's "in love
with Mel Brooks,"” Philadelphia
"becauseit wastouching,"and Star
Trek Il because he liked "the way

" the snail looks when it crawls out

of the peoples' ears.”

Currently, his favorite com-
puter game is Kings Quest 6 —
mostly because of the movie at
the begmmng .

His favorite diner is the Texas
Lunch Diner because "it's open
twenty-four hours, and has better
food than Michael's." His favorite
waitress is Sandi, and he says ev-
eryoneshouldsay"hi" to her when
they go there.

The majority of his friends say
that he is "a funny, intelligent
person.” One says this of Eric, he
"can't sing, can't act, can dance a

QQ..C.C...Q.Q......'CQ.

Her friends descnbe her as a
very concerned and "very with it"
kind of person. They say she is

. "very alive, motivated and con-

stantly energized - going from
one place to another helping
people and getting stuff done."

She says herself that she is some-

times stubborn, rather always
'fstmngwﬂled ""and all who know
her respect and admire this.

Malia's hobbies are horseback

riding (which she has been domg

for 11 years), playmg the piano

(since she was 6), singing, work-
ingout(running, hiking, camping,
skiing — "don't get to do it that
often and I'mnot really that great
at it, but I like to do it anyway"),

‘writing poetry (since she was 5 —.

"don't remember why I started;

it's the diary of my life") and

traveling.

Traveling seems tobeher favor-.

ite, although "I can't figure it out;
I draw energy from being in new
places."She'sbeen to Europethree
times and finds seeing so many

parts of the world is vary inter-

esting. "I like seeing the different

" .'.l..O"‘0.0....O...............'.....C.....‘..QII.....

‘hobbies include going to diners,

little bit." Another did not know
what to say of him, except "Eric's
areally nice person; he drove me
to Jamesway once."

When asked to descnbe lum-
self, however, Eric said only this,
I don't know." His favorite color,
however, is dark green ~- "olive

actually," and his greatest role:

model is Bee Arthur from the

Golden Girls. He says she is his

role model because "she epito-
mizes dry humor — the very es-

~ sence of comedy

Eric has led a life much like any
one else, but not one without a
greatdeal of memories. According
to him, his most memorable life
experienceoccurred when hewas
still in first grade. It was "coming
home from school and urinating
in my pants because 1 couldn’t
make it to the bathroom fast
enough." He says this incident
sticks in his mind even today be-
cause it "was one of the most
embarrassing morments I've ever
experienc :

Hehasmany interestsand hopes.

one day to find a career that will

as e .Q.Q.

March 2, 1994

ways people live,” she says, as
well as admitting that her most
memorable life experiences have
been long trips with her family
that enabled her to visit "some of
the most beau'aful places.in the-
world.

Malia is also a member of the

“Tennis Team andahfeguard Her

favorite movie is Fried Green To-
matoes. She swims every mormn-
ing, and her life lJong ambition is
"to have an -impact-on world

events, or at least make people

think about the consequem:es of

thelr actlons

‘Malia Du Mont

C.I.O"....I'.'Q..Cll‘...‘..l.'...‘.'.

allow him to express and experi-
ence them all. Eric's life long am-
bition is currently " to combine
my talentsof art, music and litera-

tureinto one project,”but asfaras
life after Bard goes, "I don't know
[what he wants to or is going to
do], and it frightens me."

Erlc Taylor
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"News, plans from our
: ~ _ Sister City

rasting time while he pulls the CD.
sere” . "Oh, yeah, when they come around.”
St Suddenly the coffee kicks in. He practi-
" best_cally growls in my ear, "THURSDAY. BE
: THERE." But with hisaccentitsoundsmore
ke "THUHSDEY. BEY THEYAHH."
“Was that a command? "], ith, will."

(AR NN NN

7 b}; ]os'i‘e':Gray and Sean O'Néi_!! S ) .

e Maria Rodriquez sits down in the shade and eyes the countryside around o
* eher village. Good rains have left the area greener than usual this February.
-SBut a thought presses upon her mind: Will there be water available for hery
sfamily today? R - T e
[ ] -

time we're being filtered into the
slowly. My non-dancing friendsand I
he mostly comfy chairs alongside.
advertised as jazz, maybe
Il have a nice coffeehouse spirit and
ron't be anything ridiculous like a
vit: There are people standing upon
naneuvering the instruments. At
ink it's the band, and I'm pleased
‘re.unpretentious enough to skip
‘entrance.” One of them looks a
Brandt. Then I realize I've mis- -
idents for musicians.- ‘
pening band has been hast-
ily 'added while
Morphine sits in the
‘equipmentroom, di-
gesting. The three
- -students unveil

. The town of Larreynaga, population 2000, considers its water supply to bee
$its most important resource. The existing water system depends on a single 2
_epump, around which most Larréynagans gather daily to fill basins for,
edrinking, cooking and washing. The pump is old, however, and prone to®
sbreak-downs. When a new days supply of water is unavailable, citizens must
.estore water for days, and such “standing water” can become contaminatede ¢
Sliterally overnight. A community vote has indicated that the town wants tog ¢
* ebuild a new well and pipe system. The town’s elected committee must finde ¢
“®incentives to attract workers to dig the needed trenches, as they cannot §

eafford to pay in cash. - , ‘ he R -
R 7,.,“ R ~ P LA . e - e L e S

e Used clothing can be payment for the workers on the water project. Besides e
- ®an abundant, equitably distributed water supply, the other pressing need for 3
_ eLarreynaga is clothing. Summer-weight clothes we have in"surplus, but are s
‘%in short supply in Larreynaga as clothing prices are exorbitant. The Bard ]
eproject, in conjunction with the Rhinebeck community members, plans to¢
‘erun a clothing drive for this purpose. Bard can make a dramatic differencein$ 10
s thelives of people as Maria Rodriguez simply by donating old clothes duringe _ themselves as the
-ethe drive. : : T T Ve -~ Annandale Trio
S e T T s ' . _ ‘Once Removed, and
 Bard has a stellar record in participating in Sister City Project drives.® Y they play extended
_ $Students in Larreynaga’s elementary school will sgon receive paper, pencils, § jazz riffs that stretch
__enotebooks, scissors and other basic supplies bought from last November'se ‘out into song-length
2 fund-raising in Kline. We were pleased to send over two hundred dollars§ jams that are heavy

eworth of materials which are far more expensive and less available ine n the bass and light
- eNicaragua. . : _ . - o T : on enthusiasm. It's
° ‘ e -not’ impressive, but

e rest of the con-
-certgoersdon’tseem
1o care. Beer and cir-
‘cuses. I tumn to the
person next to me
.and being a lengthy
uestionand answer
session. Every s0 of- .
ize that the music is so loud that I
an't quité formulate what I want to say,
and when I finally say something, I'm not
sure I'said the correct thing because I can't
hear myself say it anyway. .
this time I've got a killer headache,
id_the gym is filled with thick, noxious
smoke. I really need to getout for a while.
I walk to the door. I get out of the gym. T
walk arpund the gym. Get a little air. Feel a
ittle better. I get back in the gym.
The Annandale Trio is still playing their
souls'out, much to the dismay of me and

- 2% One goal of the Project is to keep Bard informed of our ongoing act‘ivities:
" othrough the Observer. It would be great if you could donate a few hours of e
“syour time to help the Project. For information, come to our meeting tomor-*
erow, at 5:00 in a Kline meeting room. - B R ‘

[ X X N N N ]
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[ Straight From the Stars

- - Aries (March21- April 19): Time consuming endeavors willsoon become partofyour
regular routine, but a lady (or man) with explicit tastes will help you relax. 7
. Taurus (April 20 - May 20): Every day this week will bring you small, but rewarding
gratifications; do not be afraid of taking advantage of the moment. ‘
- Gemini (May 21-June 20): You've been craving attention and this week you will get
what you want even if you never before realized how much you wanted it.
Cancer (June 21 - July 22): In love this week, you will surpass most of your friends, .
but in finance you will find yourself a bit short on cash. - )
 Leo (July 23 - August 22): They will turn to you for advice like never before, but you
will be speechless until you are offered a few words of wisdom. T
- Virgo (August 23 - September 22): A long distance relationship may be putting a my neighbor. She asks me if people in the
_strain on your social life; only cut the ties that were already fraying, o E ‘ .buthisengaging front of us really don't know that they're
 Libra(September 23 - October 22): After feeling cooped up last week, this week you eris S0is his over-emphatic “horribledancers, orif they'rejust too drunk
will find the need to free yourself and enjoy the little things in life. . lled to to care. I can't answer for the life of me.
Scorpio (October 23 -November 21): If you'vebeen feeling lonely, this may be agood ‘At least ninety minutes has passed since
time to invest in a pet especially after you realize how stupid people can be. - the concert was supposed to start. I make a
* - Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21): Work, work, work ~ you'll have nothing - mental note not to attend another concert
~ to do, but work; take consolation in that you will do a great job! o at Bard until an additional four years have
- passed. Then Morphine comes out, and
% they were very good. Yes, I went to see
ted, Morphine last Thursday.

Capricorn (December 22 - January 19): If you want something thislv‘vee)k, take it. You
will not be denied and may find that you enjoyed yourself more than you thought
_ possible. : _ T T
" Aquarius (January 20 - February 18): Been feeling under the weather lately? Do not
worry, it will soon pass and you may even receive a special gift. :
. Pisces (February 19 - March 20): When offered the best things in life, it is not easy
" to refuse, but unless it is what you want most, hold off for something better.
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Thxs semester BAGLE requested

$3,763.57, and we'd like to thank the Plan-

" ning Committeeformakingusask “Why?"

" The planning Committee’s budget this se-

- mester, they feel, is the most fair budget

~ that has been produced by them for quite

* some time. We received $1,300, which is

© $500 less than we received last semester,

- which wasabout$400less than the semester

‘before.” We applaud the Planning

Committee’s’ ‘commendable’ )udgement,

~ and we have the ultimate faith in this

semester's budget. In fact, we think it's
even more fair than they'll admit to.

+ " Realistically speaking, the money allot-

tedby the Planning Committee reflects the

- sub)ecnve worth of a club on campus. The

- ‘Menage is now a separate club from

' BAGLE. TheMenagedeservedevery penny

that it feceived, commensurate to the

- amount of effort put into the Menage over
“the years With the $500 cut in our budget

we weré angry at this evaluation of our

- worth, it told us that we were a club that
existed primarily to throw a party (albeit,a

by chhael Sylvester
- Imustwarn you, that{ intend for thistobe
a Nature eéssay. To be honest, however, 1
don't have a clue what that means, When-
ever the term Nature Writing is used, [ think
of Thoreau and Wendell Berry. More and
. _tore, however, downtown Woodstock
supplantsitself in my mind withall itsinevi-~
table New Age associations. I can see too
" clearly the grey-haired, pot-bellied men
dressed in leather thongs and” swmgmg
crystals around the sweat lodge. It is then
that I sometimes wish for the thousandth
* time that New Ageism had never taken hold.
_ Not that it really matters. Nature writing,
for me, has to do with environment more
thanmethod. Philosophy haslittle todowith
_my attempt to craft a graceful sentence de-
scribing the somnambulant trickle of the
frozen Sawkill. I have realized that any
method that allows the quiet wisdom of a
river to be heard is a method worth tolerat-
-ing. For most of us, after all, our everyday
- environménts have less and less to do with
- hiking in the Catskills or reading John
" Burroughs. We are more intimate with the

- misshapen trees they plantin the ashtraysin

shopping malls. And those treeshardly ever

- get listened to; their voice is so weak. .
- In the month of Jarary, I drove Cecil, my
.78 Chevy Impala down to New Orleans. I
. _was, quite frankly, blatantly escaping Win-
‘ ;i"k;rand asIread\ed further and further into
~the South, the ice and snow gave way. In
~Virginia, the roads became once agamclear

scovered Spnng
. ew Orleans. I had been driving for sixteen
- tivisted intoa rough mold of the contours of

“my - driver’s side upholstery. It was too early
iR the morning to impose upon the friends

was two in the moming when reached

surs and 1 was exhausted. My spine felt

BAGLE dsbanded

party) every year Now that the Me-
nage is independent of BAGLE, and cul-

mination of BAGLE's efforts and purpose
-is still seen to have been to throw that

party, after some time, we began to think
“What are we here for?”

“"Although on paper wé have a member-
ship of over 60 people, in actuality BAGLE

‘consists of the officers and a handful of .

people who are kind enough to show upto

meetings—and $1,300 seemslikeanawful
lot for six people to spend. And how can
wereally expect to have moreé thana hand-

_ ful of attending members? The politics

surroundmg BAGLE have been so frus-
trating that éven former oficers don’t have
the energy to keep fighting. We realized
that we shouldn’tbe jealous of other clubs’
funding; weshould bejealous of their unity.

Obviously BAGLE is not serving the Bi-
sexual, Lesbian and Gay community, or at
least in the way that they need. To change
things, that community must express their

“needs, butBAGLE is “too disorganized” or
"too mtumdatmg’ for people to feel that

was to sleep but the adrenalin of finally
arriving in the Big Easy took over. Idrove up
and down the French quarter. Squalid,
weather-worn buildings stood toe to toe
besides newer, trendier stores. The only ho-
tel 1 saw offered hourly rates and so, with ail
"too clear images of paper towel linens in
mind, [ headed further uptown and mto the
business district.

At the third hotel I tried, a middle-aged -

man in a lime jacket buzzed me through the
doorway after staring at me with blank-
faced indecision. It was then that I realized
how I inust look to him, dressed in my
combat boots and flannel shirt, my head
shaved, earrings in both my ears as well as
the stud in my nose. I was no good of’ boy. I
was clearly, not ‘from around these parts.’
The clerk politely informed me that, while
1o, hedid nothaveany vacancies, Imight try
nextdoor. When1I told him thatThad already
tried nextdoor, hesmiled and said something

‘those changes can happen, or even feel

comfortable enough to come to a meeting
and try. Dialogue about BAGLE has taken
place exclusively as graffiti on bathroom

_walls. Each semesteras BAGLE elects new

officers with new ideas, no matter what
changes they can actually bring about, no

- matter how hard they work or try, people
don’t see BAGLE, they remember it. It'sa

mask that the new officers. put on every
semester, and peopleforget therearepeople
behind that mask, and those peoplehavea
face, and something to say. .
BAGLE was born as a celebration of our
sexuality, but somewhere along the way
we lost sight of the fact that we are people
first, and then a club, not the other way
around. We spend so much time trying to
organize activities with big budgets that
we've forgotten what we are here for; to
simply celebrate our sexuality and be
PROUD of it. Thefocusshould be on people,
as individuals, and because of “BAGLE”

we can’t do it. And until we can, we refuse .
tobe reduced to just another source of $2

- The Big Easy

' whohadofferedmmrhom Alllwanted - help her, 1 told myself and entered the bar.

The booths were mostly filled so I tooka_

stool at the bar. The barfender, a man a little
younger than myseélf came over. Iasked himm
ﬁltwastoolateforabeerandhepxstlaughed
1 ordered a draft.

The bartender’s name was Rob and it
turned out that his mother lived in Buffalo.

“She said it was twenty below last night,”
he said, shaking his head. “I don’t even like

‘tothinkaboutit.” Robsuggested that[should

parties. We are not giving up; we, as
individuals, will continue to fight for what
is important to us -- as can the rest of the
Bard community — without the BAGLE
label,

At this moment, BAGLE officially exdists
. onlyon paper; wewillsoon fulfiliourcurrent

obligations and co-sponsorship commit-
mentis, and at that point BAGLE will be
terminated. We no longer have the need for
weekly BAGLE meetings. The only way for
a Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual organization to

_form is to start with the community it rep-

resents. We feel that the best thing BAGLE
can do to help create a Gay, Lesbian and
Bisexual community is todestroy theillusion
that we already haveone.

If anyone has any concerns or comments :
regarding this decision, please feel free to
speak toany oneof us. We willbeavailable
this Thursday, March 3, at 6:30 in Albee
Social for people to tatkk tous. -

Stephanie Chasteen, Cree
Nevins, and Phoebe Schreiner
Ex-Officers of BAGLE

head out to the airport. “They always havea
roomoutthere,” hesaid. Hestarted toexplain
how toget there, “take yourfirstleftand then
that second right” when duty called and he
rushed away to take other drink orders. I
took a sip of my beer and it felt cold and
smoothin my mouthif cheap and a bit stale.
I tilted the glass for another when I felt a
sharp jab in my side. The man sitting beside
me had driven his elbow into my ribs. My
beer spilled and I turned around, somewhat -
continued on next page

aboutconventionseason. Iclimbedbackinto sThe
mycar, jam-packed witheverythinglowned,

and drove further down Tulane Ave.

_After another hour of late night, drive by
site-seeing, [ stumbled upon a twenty-four
hour Cajun Bar which seemed to be in full
swing. Several patrons were standingabout
on the sidewalk and the music was loud for
thistimeof themoming. Iturned Cecil around
and parked him within view.

AsIapproachedthebar the réason for the
crowd ouiside became apparent. A thin,
id driveable. Somewhere in. Alabam Bbrownhmred terrier had been runoverbya

- Car. Herbacklegswerebothsmashedanda
t}uckstreamofbioodmarkedherpathﬁ‘om _

the road o where she lay on the side-walk.

“There: wereidentificationtags dangling from

her collar but she was snarling and would

not let anyone near her. T was too tired to try
tobeagoodSamantan.Someomwould ‘
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(
Internatlonal Rewew

~ by Joshua Ledwell

Ifshemabngsnwywmluem&epcmmqmbanlsof&eﬁﬂsaymﬂwﬁmaﬂmd\mg
mqaaﬂprmgﬁmksomewiaermﬂm:elnqmablethanmrq isolated campus. Wouldn't
it be creative this April to turn down the usual things: languishing at home fora week, or worse,

exciting international resorts and beautifully moderate diimes. But Bardians beware—some
vamhmsntesslnuldbeavmiedata!lmsts.Amordmgiy Ip:esa:ttbeTomeWorstSpolsm
[Earth to spend one’s spring break. -

10. VaﬁnyaskRmAndym&oungewmehawngabadmnt&*h\AanﬂusRus&an
~{|dity located well inside the Arctic Circle averaes only 5°F. That's worse than some parts of
Antarctical Verkhoyansk is also not a recommered spot to spend January Intersession, either,
when the average daily temperature is-57F. Shivering Bard students seeking a more friendly
dlmemgmﬁlﬂaradmntwamuhm&\eUhamﬁnughﬂeGmnb}dareammhbwnﬁr
its accommodations.

9. Basra, Iraq. Incalshe:ehaveoom;ﬂaxmd&:atﬂ\egovmmmhaﬁgmxed ﬂreu'atydunng
post-Gulf War reconstruction in favor of Baghdad and cities to the north. As much as half of the
lnusmgmtlnsaty:sstillmbblea&rB—Smemdmgdunngthewar ViolentShiite separatistsand
the continuing United Nations sanctions on Iraq have cut into food supplies, and amenities are
fimited. Finally, yourU.S. pasportwmﬂdhkdyath'actattenhonﬁunﬂ\eaﬁ tooexcstable
authotities.
|| 8.Algiers, AIgauTlusbmuhﬁﬁatyhasbenmmhrdetoap}mmateﬁﬁlymadust-mdawn

curfew was imposed. “Sporadic” gunfireat night continuesin spite of the law. Violent members
of theoutlawed Ilamic Front party have threatened foreign visitors with death, prompting hotels
‘| {to add armed guards to their lobby decorations. Though the party recorded overwhelming|

Although Bardzansmaymshtohelp&teemnmny,wmm:scmslmwm% unemployment,
Algiers has become a dangerous place to visit.

7.Myarmmar. Formerly called Burma, ﬁuscounhyhasreoenﬂyeasedltbm'eauctaucr&smhons
onuavelmhopeﬁofshmulahngtounsm.sml,hslsthenahonmat'lheNewRepubhchasca}hd
“Asia’s Bosnia” for its genodidal assaults on minority tribes and Muslims. Myanmar’s recent
history of humanrzghis wolahonsaddsto thedangerofmrmngacosrmpohlan vacahon site mto
an intolerant, violent situation.

6. Baku, Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan's bloody dispute mﬂxAmmmova-&neNagmm-Kmaba‘l&
region has overshadowed Baku's resort potential. But theappeal of proximity to the Caspian Sea
cannot surmount the dangers of nationalist inspired, ethnic warfare. In addition, Russian
may soon decide to intervene and help end the conflict, as it has agreed to do in Sarajevo and
Geo:gxa.AweekmBaku wou]dpm&blyend upleavmgyounm'estzessedthanwlmthe
semester
, 5Eastmer,Indonesla.Ttnughltxeve]smahopxmlchmate,themvas:onofﬂusoounhym1975

by Indonesian army has produced a battle zone of human rights violations and rebellion. The,
former Portugese colony has been ravaged by the army, and they routinely transgress on basic
humanrightsinordertorootoutthe fewdesperateguerrillasthatstill remain. NOvisitorsareeven|
allowed here, but remember not to buy into any fraudulent vacation packageshere.

4. Seoul, South Korea. Tension have cooled since North Korea announced it would allow UN
observer to look for sxgnsofnuclear weapons research in the country. Yet President Clinton has
mndudedﬂmatﬁleNorthKoreansalmadyhavem\eorhvoﬁmsl'nedweapons.lfanathorﬂm
leader Kim Il Sung wants to gout out with a bang, his nukes are backed up by a huge army that
could easily overrun the Southin less time than you could say “Korean War II.” Seoul ought to be
avoided, since this capital of South Korea lies only about 50 kilometers from the border.

3. Province of Chiapas, Mexico. DeclanngﬂmtﬂxeNAFrAuadepatmuldbeti-ie:rdeatthll
native Americans recently took up arms against he Mexican government. Their plight is a study
"} [in hopelessness: mired in poverty, the natives get scant attention form the federal government.
Villagebossesfrom theruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (talk aboutan oxymoron) ensure;
that the natives cannot make changes through politics. The federal army will surely defeat the
revoluttonans,butt’hemlemahonal athenumthenaum have leoaved myeventuaﬂy improve
- {]theirIot. :

2. Port-au-Prince, Huiti. Ifyouhaveeva'ﬂownovertheCaribbeamslamiofH:.qaamha,the
. |{demarcation between the countries of Hamand&neDomnucaanJubhcmdear Thesidethatis:

) bhurtﬁusmpmrmshedmhon. T )
L Mogrd:shu,SmmbuMmtmpacﬂmsfmmPrmdaﬂBush s”(baahonl?ﬁﬁotel-lope’ had
. | jon this city? US. soldiers ‘ostensibly arrived her to help distribute food, but last week some|
- | [internationalaid organizationsleft the country, chasedaway byarmed gangsstaking outtheir turf,
| |Thecityisinruins. Citizens may carry assault ifles for protection and for snipingat the despised
.| {UN/US occupiers. Aocording to Rolling Stone magazine, people chew “khat, a green plant that
provides a subtle high™ Though this might seem attractive to Bard students, consider that
. Pmdemdmmnhaspmmsedﬂamnmcanhmpsmﬂmﬂﬁmwﬁmnﬂemmnyonm
31 Lforone,wouldmtbecaughtdeadataSmnahangomg—awaypany I

: -dmhgamdfmasmporatDaymBead\?Msawdewa!danﬂmmphmmﬂr

popularsupportat theballot boxes, the military still rathlessly controls the former French colony.|
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‘more Big Easy

continued from previous page
mdlgnant,toﬁndaverylargemamnablue
tee-shirt staring straight ahead as if nothing

had happened. His arms stretched his tee-
‘shirt at least as much as his stomach.

“I'msorry,” Imumbled, turningaroundas _
quickly as I could. hkeltusual]ylsnt,lpomplanung. ,
madioou!dﬁnd,along,gmvelmadmmdmg _

wasn't quick enough..
Ishllreailydonothwwwhytheman

decided to start punching me. Itiseasy to pin

tusaggrasxononmyshavedheadandnoser'
nng,butmaybehewasplsthavmgabad

nightand Irepresented hefelthe
could take it out on. The next thing I knew,
however, the man had lifted me from my
stool and dropped me to the floor with two
very hard punches. With his knee, he held

mepressedtothebeersoakedwoodc}upsm

and pummelled me with both of his hands,
striking my chest and breaking the stud of
my nose ring in half.

Thavealways conceptualized men hissize

as slow and lumbering, but this man’s fists
were agile and workman-like, too qmck to
watch, the enormously enlarged wings of a
hostile hummingbird. He hefted his body
upward so that he could kick me in the chest
and the air rushed into me. I realized I had
been holding my breath. With the release of
his weight, I scrambled toward the door, his
second kick catching me squarely in the ribs
as I made it to my feet. IrantoCeal without
looking back. :

Idon’t remember exactly how I got on the
Huey Long bridge. I probably took the first

-exitIsaw. The Huey Longistwenty-sixmiles

in length and extends over Lake
Pontchartrain from New Orleans to the sub-
urbs of Mandeville and Covington. Signs
every mile warn that the winds off the lake
canbefierceandas theybuffeted myImpala,

Istruggled to concentrate, to stay in my lane -

even though I was only driving forty miles
an hour. In the rear view mirror, I could see
the blood streaming from my nose and my

d\esthurtsobadlythatl couldn’tget the seat
beitarmmdlt.lleftthebndgeandstaned '
Afterabouta haifhour, Ceulbegantoslnka

o Helndbemdnvmgmwforcbsemmmty

hours and the sixteen year-old engine was
I puiled over onto the first side

upmﬁoasmaofsmallhﬂls. -
After checking and adding both oil and

transimission fluid, Iwashedmyfacemth&xe

lastonalongemphedEvnanbottle.Thebottle

" now contained the bitter tasting water from a

gasstationrestroomin Mississippi rather than
that of dear, French springs. The night had
reached its coolest point and I could see my.
breath in the dimbulb of my open hood. After
afew minutes, the sun rose, silhouetting a few
smail homes and barns. A rooster crowed in
several, long and demented sounding cackles.
Thewholesituationseemed soabsurdly Biblical
that I started to laugh, mostly out of fear and
nervousness. I downed the rest of the Missis-
sippi water and climbed into my car. I rented a
roomfortwmewhatlwasm]lmglnpayatthe
first motel I saw. -
Inhistwenties, the novelistand playwright
Samuel Beckett was randomly stabbed by a
man hedid notkriow. He spent the rest of his
life trying to determine why a person would

_doa thing like that to a fellow human being.

The man in New Orleans could have had a
knife but he didn’t. For some reason, 1 don’t

erelhkeIneedtolmow"why" I am here

again in the Hudson Valley and the snow
keepson coming, piling up just when I think
that I have shoveled for the last time. As I
write this, I can see the horses wholiveacross
the street from where Irenta room. They are
chasing one another around the corral and [
am so damn happy. Today, I don't even
mind those Woodstock men in their sweat
lodges. Imean, what the hell. Throw another
log on the fire boys and spank each other
once for me with everything you're worth.

CHANGES

Citizens Helping a New Generation
Evolve Substantially has formed up in
Rhinecliff (howeéver, people from around

the Mid-Hudson area are welcome). We

meet at 9am the second and fourth Saturdays
of every month at a member’s apartment to
discuss, publicize, and lobby for issues we
care about that are usually ignored by
mainstream media. For a while we will be
focusing on getting Rep.’s Solomon and
Fishtosignon to the McDermottbill (single-

fry payerhealthcare) asRep. Hmcheyaiready

On March 15th at 7pm Karen Carpenter -
. from Citizens Action of New York will be

at our meeting.

Smgle-payerworksmstﬁnenghtmwm

Canada, Germany, France, Japan, Australia, -

ete. providing universal coverage, choice of
physidians, quahtycére cosmonu'oisand per-
sonal power.

Canada pays30% ieﬁtlmwedopercaplta
fortheabove,and 95% of the Canadians get the
care they need in24 hoursor less.

In the U.S. single-payer would mean a
savings of $67 billion in red tape by cutting
1500 U S. private insurance companiesout
of the system—perhaps that is why the
major networks have refused to air ads
from Neighbor to Neighbor, a national
single-payer advocacy group.

Polls repeatedly show that 70% of the
American public favor the features of
single-payer. Lastly, even small business
would do better with single-payver than

_any other plan, simply because itis the ILast

costly,

CHANGES is also trying to start an activist
magazine library; there are few places.in the
areanow thathavesuchalternative magazines.

1;Fmany, besides single-payer, CHANGES
‘meetings allow for discussions and/or action

about, reforming ‘welfare to include

. microenterprise without cutting bmmis real-
-~ Jocating our foreign aid to truly help the poor,

sustmnabledevelopmfmt andwhateverpeople -
bring {6 theméeting! Alla:ewelmme‘CallIoel :
Tyner at 876-2488 for more detaﬂs. '




More movies than you can get away Wl h during a work-filled week

Thzs week we have a good
comparlson going for some
~-would-be action adventure -
movies. But
we’ll get to
thatin a sec- -
ond - first
we're gonna
talk culture,
in the form

film version
, - of the play
Stx Degrees of Seperatzon. o

Stx : Degrees is the story ofa
B ntzy New York couple (Donald

Sutherland  and Stockard-_

Channing, both of whom give
- excellent performances) who
are_conned by an intriguing
~-young man who shows up at
their doorstep claiming to be a
‘friend of the children,” who
are away at college. This in-
. triguing young man is Will
Smith, best known so far for
his character in ‘The Fresh
_Prince’ TV show. Smith gives
_ anoutstanding performanceas
.a young, confused conman

than the people who invented
‘it. The farcical plot thickens as

~have all been had by the same
scheme, and their attempt to
_ enlist their spoiled children in
the search for truth has very
“humorous results.

The story wanders between

of the recent

terestlng although maybe not at humor in thls movne are a

for some;.it’s a strange style little strange, and even though'

with some weird elements, but
for the most part it seems to fit
the story well. There’s some-
thmg exceedingly odd about
this film, and we’ll assume
‘that’s the result of making a
play into a movie without re-
_arranging. the goals and end-

they do work at times it’s hard
to react positively because the
rest of the film hardly works at
all. Basically, the mood of the

film makes me think that -

someone wanted to capitalize
_on the popularity of True Ro-
mance, but with bigger names

ings to fit what we expect from and less effort, The result is a

a film. It’s not what we expect,
interms of endmg or resolution
of the various subplots, but in’

;many ways it is. better, much
_more satisfying.

Okay, enough art, let’s talk
action. There’ve been a whole
slew of action-adventure type.
movies coming out in the last
few weeks, from the serious to
the parody Let’s have alook...

The Getaway. Yeah, getaway
s fastas you possibly can. This
remake of a 1972 Peckinpah
film stars Kim Basinger and
-AlecBaldwin as a husband and
wife team of professional

big dlsappomtment If you go
see it, there’s a sex scene with
a really comical cutaway, and
there’s some pretty well done
violence (probably the best

‘scene in the movie is Baldwin

beatmg the shit out of a petty
_crook in a train bathroom).

That’s about it.

. Onalighter note, there’s Ace
Ventura: Pet Detective. If you
‘like Jim Carey (the scrawny
contortionist from TV’s In
Living Color) you know what
to expect. Basically, this film is
somewhere between a spoofon
mystery-thrlllers and a show-
case for Carey’s odd physical

! crooks who have to pick up the comedy The resultis, well, not
- who knows the game better pieces whenapartnershipgoes bad, really. Carey is the pet
wrong. For the most part this dectective, lover of animals,
is-a chase movie, although who is brought in to find the
several couples realize they there are some 1nterestmg kidnapped Dolphins mascot
‘anatomy of a crime’ gimmick before the super bowl. He's

scenes near the beginning.
Mostly it just doesn’t hold

completely manic for the whole

thing, which definitely helps

water - the chemistry between the film move along Some of
Baldwinand Basmger)ustlsnt Carey’s stuff is pretty good,
believable; their passion is andalotofitisreally outthere

underdone but overplayed.

-like the kind of stuff you come

mystery, -drama, and almost Supporting actors James -upwithatadinerin the middle

~slapstick farce, all of which
combine together into an im-
pressively cohesive whole. The
really effective thing, though,
is watching how Smith’s.char-
acter gets to the others, espe-
~"cially Channing. Good acting
all around makes this film

move, and the direction is in-

Woods and Michael Madsen,
both of whom have been ex-

cellent in similar roles, just

don’t have énough to work
with (Madsen might have been
more acceptable as the traitor-
ous partnerif they hadn’t given
him such a stupid haircut for
the whole film...). The attempts

of the night with a group of
friends, but funnier. Granted,
his schtick gets a littie old by
the end, but the pace of the
film is such that you can deal
with it. Pet Detective has as
much plot as many of its seri-
ously intended counterparts
(sad but true), and some pretty

good satirical elements, spe-

cificaily a gag based on The
Crying Game. A really fun
movie, just don’t expect any
kind of intellectual gratifica-
tion whatsoever.

Next we proceed to the new
Steven Seagal vehicle, On
Deadly Ground. Seagal playsa
demolitions expert who’s lost
his conscience and works .on
oil rigs, but then the bad guy
gets greedy and is polluting
the earth where the eskimoes
live, s0 Seagal goes and has a

_mystical experience with the

tribal elders and becomes a
resolute goodguy and kicks all
their asses (the evil capitalists’
asses, not the tribal elders’).
That’s it in a nutshell, folks.
Seagal directed this one, and
in doing so managed to steal
sequences from most of the
blockbuster action films of the
last ten years, especially Bat-

‘man and the Indiana Jones se-

ries. Some of the violence is
almost up to par, but they keep
trying to force this lousy plot
on you to the point that you
almost can’t appreciate the
overorchestrated mayhem
sceries. Oh, and Michael Cane
-plays the evil capitalist, which
is kind of cool, but really
doesn’t make up for much -
especially the five minute
ecology speech Seagal makes
at the end. I wonder if all those
bullet casings were recy-
clable... If you're into Seagal,
skip this and rent one of his
older ones. If you're into vio-
lent movies...

-Hard Boiled! Oh man, ev-
erything an action movie
should be. Plot to spare com-
pared to any other similar at-
tempt, but John Woo (The

Killer, Hard T Target) doesn’t
worry too much about that.
He's too busy orchestrating the
most brilliant gunfight scenes
in recent movie history. I can’t

~think of a single reason for

seeing any other action ad-

venture movie that this one
doesn’t do better, and with
more style. Chow Yun-Fat
plays Tequila Yuen, the jazz-
playing Hong Kong detective
assigned to bust a gun smug-
gling ring. Most of the later
action takes place in a huge
hospltal - major symbohsm
(save the babies!). The film is
rife with moody, melancholy
police detectives, reflective,
honorable’ gunmen, and vio-
lence violence _violence. John
Woo is the master of the exis-

really shows here. And man,
can those guys roll! You know,
he would have taken one right

‘through the heart 1f he hadn’t

had this cigarette lighter in his

pocket... Catch it while you

can, it’s at Upstate for most of
the week.

Back off the action track for
this last one, the 24th Tournee
of Animation is playing at Up-

“tential gunman flick, and it -

state through the end of this .

week. If you’ve never been to
an animation festival, there's

no time like the present to start._

These shows contain a variety

of animation clips fromaround -
the world, and range in nature
from goofy to creepy to abso-

lutely beautiful. This particu-
lar edition features some great

- stuff, most notably a Czech

piece set in a cafe, an eerie
Tim Burton- -esque

claymation piece about the -

sandman, some cute little

wolves, and a cartoon hv
artist Gahan Wilson.
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Special

First impressions and quick decisions with the Immediate Decision Plan

Cynthla Bogart, Christopher
Patton, and Allyson Kloss are
‘three students who partici-
pated in
Bard’s Im-
mediate De-
cision Plan
on Satur-
day, Febru-
ary 12th.
Bard’s Im-
mediate De-
" _-cision Plan

enables prospectlve students
to gain firsthand knowledge

-about this college, to apply to

school, and to learn whether
or not they have been accepted
foradmission—all in the same
day.
Bogart, from Queens, NY,
- admitted that she was ner-
vous, but felt that going
through IDP was worthwhile
becauseitallowed herto “...get
to know right away if I am
accepted; it's more personal,
and I get to see what Bard stu-
dents are like.” If Bogart was
- accepted, she would seriously
. consider attending Bard. “I

first saw Bard listed in the

‘collegereview book. It seemed
interesting because it offers
dxfferent liberal art pro-
grams.” Bogart also. appreci-
ated the seminar which she
was about to participate in be-
cause it was similar to her
classes in her high school.
Christopher Patton, from

Rldgewood NI, learned about
Bard from other people.

" “People told me that Bard was -

a place I might like.” Patton

went through IDP because he
is convinced that it is the right

way to go about admissions.
In addition, he believes that
the seminar is the best method
of learnmg “It is better than
sitting in a big hall.”

Allyson Kloss from Teaneck,

NJ, who likes Bard because it -

is a small liberal arts college in
a rural setting, said she “can’t
stand the stress of waiting for
a letter.”

"For three weeks this ]anu-'

“ary, Bard College took the Imme-
'diate Decision Plan on the road,
bringing to major cities across the
country a different, and many say
better, way for students to apply to
college. In February, Bard held four
on-campus IDP sessions.

Bard's Immediate Decision Plan

is considerably more than a same-

dayanswer forcollegeadnussnons, ‘

however: it is an innovative re-
sponse to a number of problems
plagumg the traditional .college
admission process. Among those

mostoftencited by applicantsand

counselors are that prospective
students must base their college
selection on a limited amount of
mformahon, oftenashttleaswhat
can be gleaned from college bul-
letinsand anecdotesfrom friends;
and that students must wait
weeks, often months, between the

Kayacking
anyone?
There will be a free
Kayacking demonstration

at 10am on Sunday, March 6
in the Stevenson Gym.

The goal of this presentation is to spark
interest in an instructional kyacking
clinic.The course is also free, and equipment
will be provided. Classes will begin Sunday,
"March 13 from 10:30-11:30 am, and will
- continue every other Sunday.

time of their appllcauon and the

‘admission decnsxon, making it

difficult for them to finalize their

college plans and ﬁnanczal ar-

rangements.
Bard’sImmediate Dec1510nP]an

_addresses these problems with

original solutions. During each
IDP session, for example, appli-

. _‘cants attend an interdisciplinary
seminar taught by a Bard faculty

member The seminar, which

covers study material provided -

toapphcantspnor to theirarrival,
is modeled after Bard’s regular
academic program ‘and allows

students to experience what a

courseattheCollegewnllactually
be like. After the seminar, stu-
dentsaremtervxewedbyBardad—
mission counselors who have

carefully reviewed their applica- -

tion materials and high school

‘credentials. Candidates are then

given a decision on the spot re-
garding their application, as well
asan explanation of thatdecision.
Accepted students have until the
standard candidate reply date of
May 1st to decide whether or not
to attend Bard.

Dean Stuart Levine, who par-
ticipates in the IDP program as a

_ teacher when they go ontheroad,

and conducts the question and
answer session with parents at

‘Bard, feels that the most benefi-

cial aspect of IDP for Bard is that
it attracts good students. In addi-
tion, it allows the students to
present themselves in the best

way,andtomeet facultyand other
prospective students.

. Unfortunately, Levine admits
that there are some negative as-

- "pectsof the program. “Sometimes

rejecting someone is difficult for
the counselorand the student, but
it is better than receiving and
anonymous form letter; this way
the students can explore the rea-
sons why they were rejected. The
most difficult partis for the best.”
- Mary Backlund, the director of

admissions, also admits that “The

wear and tear on the staff is the
downside. It takes a toll to deny
people We try to make the expe-

rience meanmgful Itcanbeavery ’

emotional experience;itishard to
have people sobbing in front of
u."

Backlund stressed that no mat-
terhow creativeastudent maybe,
that in order to be admitted, the
academic preparation must be
there. Though the admission
counselors do not want to be too
judgmental (because this is the
point in the students’ lives when
they are making important deci-

'sions), they do expect prospective -

students to have a sense of re-

“sponsibility. As Backlund stated,_
“Oneis responsible forone'sedu-

cation.” A question admission
counselors ask themselves is,
"Would you like to invite this per-
son to your dinner party?" Some-
times the answer is "Yes, but I
would not want that person to
come to Bard." “We admit stu-

dents tograduate them,” shesaid.
But despite the downsxde,
Backlundbelievesthattheprogram
is successful. “Itis honest, efficient,
and providesan absolutely unique
opportunity toexperienceBardina-
day. Itismore powerful than justa

‘visit; it is so different because a_
student can meet potential class-:
- mates. It is the difference between

reading about the Back fo the Future
rideand goingonit.” .
Intenestmgly enough, Backlund
enjoys the most difficult aspect of
the program—the teaching that
takesplaceineachinterview. “Each
student has a unique characterand
most have a wonderful sense of
humor.” Backlund especially ap-
preciates the camaraderie that is

built up between the student and’

the admissions counselor because

it is a relationship different from'

anything else. 7

BothLevineand Backlundagreed
that this year's IDP students were a
stronger group overall from previ-
ous years. Sixty-five percent of this
year'sIDP students wereadmitted,
which is a slightly higher number
thanfromgroupsof previousyears.

Bogart, Patton, and Kloss were
accepted on IDP. Though each has
applied to schools other than Bard,
thereisagood chamethatthey will
be on campus come fail.

Mary Backlund would like to in-
vitestudentswithmemoriesof their
IDP process to write them down
and share them with the admis-
sions office. T

PDOTE.

DESIGN THE NEW
STUDENT CENTER
AND WIN VALUABLE

| PRIZES!! |

CRERATE A DARIVING OR DIAGRAM OF A ROOM, R
DRALDING OF THE BUILDING ON A PRACTICAL
SIGHT ON CAMPUS, OR SUBMIT PHOTOS OF OTHER
COLLEGE CAMPUS CENTER FATCILITIES.

SUBMISSIONS SHOULD BE SENT TO BOX 727.
IBINNERS WILL BE DETERMINED BY A FORUM

DEADL INE MARCH § TH.
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by Shawn Milburn
.- There is a new mayor in New
York City, his name is Rudolph
W. Giuliani, and he represents a
dangerous threat to the integrity
of political democracy. Conser-
vative in spirit, sterile in his
compassion, and naive in his
perception of reality —-1 must
speak out against this man.
During a visit to Brooklyn
school, Mayor Giuliani wasasked
by a teenage woman whether or
notscholarships wereavailable to
students, like her, who may not
have the grades to receive finan-
cial aid for collegiate endeavors.
In response, and in future
speeches referring to this ques-
tion, the mayor transformed the
empowering words of J.F.K.
(masked by Dan Quale-esque
conservative rhetoric): "ask mot

you, but what you can do for

- by Robert Cutler

During thislast winter vacation,
I volunteered in the Pediatric
Center at the All Children's Hos-
pital in St. Petersburg, Florida.
This experience was one.of the
hardestand mostrewarding thins
Ihave ever done in my life. These
courageous kids were given spi-
nal taps and bone-marrow
samples by the most compas-
sionate nurses and doctors L have
ever seen. Watching an average
day at the cancer unit, I was
amazed at the spanof experiences
that were part of their everyday
life. At times it'seasy to forget just
how precious life is, but when
you sit and rock a seven-year-old
boy while he is getting chemo-
therapy, many things come into
focu-s Mcgt of the time I don't

what somebody else can do for -

yourselves." Period. This is
Giuliani's theme (See NY Times,
Monday Feb. 28th: B1) to the citi-
zens of New York: Don't expect
your elected government to pro-
vide the means for you, as citizens
of a democracy, to make it above
what your own social environ-
ment can provide. Down with
class mobility. Fuck the fact that I
am here to serve you. You're on
yOour own... )

A democracy, minus its many
debated themes, provides a con-
structive way through which
citizens can voice preferences to-
wards a representative body of
servants, who canin return make
damn sure that those preferences
are met on a realistic level. If a
teenage womanasks forthemeans
to educate herself, a democrati-
cally elected leader does not call
the woman naive and tell her to
‘deal’; that leader recognizes the

think about how lucky I am to be
healthy—I just live my life. For
these kids, health is a matter of
making it from one treatment to

the next. Their lifeis measured by |

the daily dose of painkillers.
One thirteen-year-old boy
named David had been in remis-
sion from leukemia for almost a
year. Hedeveloped a brain tumor
that would probably kill him
within the next six months. When
1 first. saw David, he had been
lying in bed for two weeks with-
out opening his eyes or wanting
to talk to anyone. Aside from the
constant pain, David was de-
pressed and lonely.Isatand talked
to him, but he didn't want to talk.
He hurt less by silently lying in
his bed, so I just stayed with him.
It hurt me to have him lie there in

question, researches whether it is
a majority or minority opinion,
and if it is a majority opinion that
leader instigates legislation (paid
for by that majority's Taxes) to
ensure that the particular prefer-
ence is met with vigilance.

Iam discouraged by the fact that
deprivationof educationisa major
factor in the continuing class
stratification of this U.S. society (of
any society really). It isapparent to
me that a leader who would deny
this woman, this city, this political
democracy that which it desires, is
simply ensuring the oppression of
the developing classes. Shame on
this man who would forget that '
this woman is as much a leader in
thisdemocracy asheis.Idenounce -
Mayor Giuliani's goal to establish
New York City as an arena where
an elected official can essentially
ignore citizen preference and de-
termination. '

pain and not be able to comfort
him. As I stayed with him, he
opened up to me and just having
someone with him was what he
needed. Later thatday, David and
1 played trucks on the floor of his
room. The pain wasn't gone, but
for the moment, it wasn't impor-
tant.. )

Leaving thekidshurtmorethan
anything T have ever done before.
While I was there, I could see the
difference in the quality of these
kids' lives. Just having someone
to talk to, or hold, made all the
difference. This experience is not
something that can be done and
left behind—it becomes part of
you. Although I cannot be there
physically to bring some happi-
nessinto theseand other children's
lives, I recall how happy the kids

N O O hen they did somethi
The International : more thanjust b Howeve

much we want them to be active

Student Organization is | and experiencing life, there are
only somany volunteers.Solhave

tarted llect to d es

now planning its annual j s e o v g
Cultural Show. Anyone : you would like to give, I am

sending care packages to the
cancer ward and the pediatric
units I worked in this vacation.
Anything from an old Nintendo
system to teddy bears and board
games would make a major dif-
ference. I can be reached at 752-
7341 in Potter 202 if you would
like to help these kids.

interested in performing }
contact: Angelina :
Kouroubali (box 96%) as }
soon as possmle. y

Sorry for he m|§take.
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Letters

Last issue, the Observer published a survey askmg ‘what the student
body would like to see included in the upcoming Student Center. of
' the thirteen responses received, here are the results:
Resource Yes | No |Don't Care
First Aid station | 7 1 5
. Couches - 13 0 o
Pool table 9 1 3
Video games 6 5 2
Film viewing area| 12 0 1 - .
. ’ 3
Dancefloor | 9 | © 4_ - Correction
H =~ ) To the edit Ar, ' .
Recordlllg studio | 5 : 6 When thel Oobserver printed my letter last issue, a sentence was left
, out. The letter should have read: "I know both students whose rooms.
" Uke box : 6 3 4 were flooded inSouth Hoffman, and they did not leave their windorxz ,
g H = 0 I doubt the students whose Potter first fl
Radio station 11 1 1 hmaged lft their windows opem either”,
Newspaper office 7 1 S Matthew Apple
Cluboffices = | 9 1 3 The rea' World
|IClub meeting space 11 0 2 Hey Matt, |
cable TV room 1 1 2 - 0 tth;:: areyl(:; planmng to do thh your life when and if you getinto
Designated smoking room 8 4 1 o vrﬁne DeCiutiis u .
Artstudios ~ | 1 5 7 _ |
Change machine 13 0 () Editor-in-Chief Copy Editor
— e - . Jeana C. Breton Dan Kurnit
Laundry facility 2 4 7 N
s = = News/Managing Editor Advertising Manager
- Campus phone 13 o 0 Michael Poirier Jennifer Shirk
Arts Edit i
Pay -phones 10 0 3 Janscy L:;n‘g);r Bus:&e:‘sdsal\:::;ger
Bus/Train schedules 11 1 1 Features Editor Ly —
Club bulletin boards 8 1 4 Anne Miller Linnea Knollmueller
Community board 13 0 0 = —
24-hour Post Office access 10 0 3 ‘Bard Observer Ed |torial Policy
Lbunge area 12 0 1 . All submissions must be turned in to either campus
- ~'mail or our Tewksbury office no later than noon the
P|ng Pong table 8 1 4 Saturday before the issue for which they are intended.
- — : : Space an the Another View and Letters pages works on
Condom vending machines 8 1 4 a first come basis; if we cannot fit your submission in
- : one week, it will be guaranteed space the next week.
. , ‘We do not exclude any material unless it is sland )
Wipe-off message board 5 3 - or does not include th!:e n:n?e'of the autlh;rsé::s:;f:gs
Rotating student art exhibit 9 1 3 " are free to Bardians and cost $0.10/word per issue for
- : -ail those in our focal region. For more information on
- “our pollcaes or advertlsmg rates please call
Cigarettes for sale 6 5 2 o (914) 758.0772 or write:
- Bard Observer Bard College Box 185 Annandale, N Y. 12504




% Pance performance with choreography by seniors and faulty. Free, unreserved seatmg,
- Dance Studio 3p

"% MONDAY. I

; Tk A Chorus of Disapprnva! by Alan Ayckbourn, dlrected by William Dnver Free
Iloom, 7: 30‘9'3‘"" A S, C R adm:ssmn Scene Shop Theatre, 8p.

fw Tﬂ“‘ F"‘"‘E‘I“- The French 5}"931““8 crowd meets at the Kline Presidents Room * Dance performance with choreography by seniors and faulty. Free, unreserved seating,
m 5: 30 to 79 . o '7 : o Dan:e Studio 3p

Lo

- - . .

* The Man with the Movle Camera. Preston Theater, 7:30- 9p
‘4 Tavola I'Ialiaaa. Klln. Pmldent's Rocm. All Welcome' }om us for conversatxon C ok Feminlsm In Academia: a Forum. Olin 204, 8p (refreshments will be served).
at 5.30-6.00p Benvenutl' _ ] Ty o - .

e

Ilﬂrodudnry Yoga will start today, oontact Prof Ben Vromen for more mformatmn T

o ¢h urn, directed . Free
. % BAGLE (Bisexuals, Act:vists, Gay Lesbians Et a] ) mwtmg Come one, come a]l' Albee :dn: s sm:r::e:: g:::pp.?;: :tarleb); :Jan Ayckbo s d by Wl]ham Driver. F
Sol:lal 6:30p. ’

. R .
. . - . 4 . -
H . — e - .

= %

- ' . * . perform reograph eni ree, unres
-k Open mike Coffee House at Bard Hall There wﬂl be wine, cheese, cookles a.nd nons seat]:g',' -l;anca Studi:n;; WIth cho grapiy by seniors and faulty F de exved
alcohohc beverages Sponsored by the Women s Center' People of all gender welcome, 8p

“% . John Bard Lecture will be given by Nathan Sivin, expert on Chinese cu'lture and the
S _ hxstory of science. The lecture wﬁl compa:e Grek and Chmese sc1ence. Olm Audutorlum,

Hu Stevenson Gym, 3-4p. '

H - e

Tk CZECII I‘I' OUT!:. Do y u have an mterest in Czech culture" Would you 'hke to Iea
~  some Czech words, Czech exPresmons ‘or expenence Czech humor" Come to the Czech table.
- Kline I‘resitfonts Room. §-6.36p T T 7 T

* Mesa de Espanel. iNo te la plerdas' Kiine Commlhe Rnnm 6-7p. - :

% Grand Union Run Leaves at 6p and returns at 7p Meet the van bdalnd imne.

* Dlsilngulshed Guett l.ectun, at the ]erome Levy Econmmcs Institite. Econotmst o - — o ki
. Francine D, Blau will be discussing "Gender and Econouuc Outcomes. The Role of Wage -

Structures" I.C\ly Instlhlh 8p T

X LELT e

u ‘son Valley Mall Trlp. Meet t' e van behind Kline at 5 45p, p1ckup at Mal] at

* Mike Anranolf, master musician and storyteller will be perform
-Bard student Akln Bubar. Del(llne Cafe, 9p.

- % A Chorus of Dlsapprovnl by Alan Ayckboum, direct by Wﬂham Dnver. Free
admlssxon, Scene shop Theatre, 3p. I

* A Chorus o‘l Disappmal by Alan Ayckbourn, dn-ect:ed by leham Dnver. Free
admlssmn, ‘Scene Shop Thcatre, 8p

Méei all van or buses in the parkmg 'Iot behand Klme Commons.

















