OBSERVER

Vol. 101

Page 1

Page 2
Page 3

Page 4

Page 5

Page 6

Page 7

Page 8

Page 9

Page 10

Page 11

Page 12

No. 5 September 29, 1993

Cats and Robbers
Security Responds to Vandals, Burglars and One Stray Cat
Michael Poirier
Classifieds and Personals
Role-Playing and Race Expectations
MES presents Sarah Willie
Sheleen Greene
Braving the Hudson
Off the Road and Onto the Water
Michael Sylvester
Peacebombs and A.D. Review
Jancy Lang
Dead Goat Notes
Greg Giaccio
Shameless Filler!
Matt Gilman
Unbard Love [story serial]
Sean O’Neill
International News Review
Joshua Ledwell
Commentary Response: Not a Mistake and 'm Not Sorry
Matthew Apple
Bard’s Student Judiciary Board
Kapil Gupta (SJB Chairperson)
Art Review: Human Form
Formless, Ambiguous and Boring
Rose Merill
Go Ahead . . . Stupefy the Competition!
Women’s Volleyball Team Racks Up Wins Left and Right.
Matt Gilman
Commentary: Religion and Politics
Sean O’Neill
Student Life Committee Report
Goldie H. Gider
Horoscope
Madame the Gypsy Queen
Calendar



”gouyza[iam is the aﬁu[:.éy to
meet tgs aga[[angs o][ fz.[[uzg
a/:acs

-ngueuwo(ﬁadb

* Inside x

Just before 3 am last Sunday morning, the
sounds of heavy machinery could be heard
behind the Henderson Computer Center.
According to Director of
Safety and Security Kim

heard at least two

ery. Apparently, they
- were using the large
back-hoe to dig into the
ground around the
Computer Center. '

rity, but by the time the officer responded,

the perpetrators had left. The next morning
it was discovered that they had pried opena
plate to get to the machine’s controls. The
extent of the damage they caused was not
realized until later that afternoon, when

tems were discovered.

Squillace, a student

peoplelaughingamidst
the roar of the machin-

The student reported the incident to Secu-

problems with the phoneand computer sys-

Squillace confirmed that the vandals had

dug through important phone and com-
puter lines near the Center. She said that by
Tuesday mommg, Buildings and Grounds
wasable to repair most of thedamage. “This
could have been a disaster situation if gas

lines were present in the ground,” saldr

Squillace.

Security is not sure whether or not it was
students who illegally operated the back-
hoe. Squillace urges anyone who has any
information regarding this incident to bring
it to Security’s attention.

Stray cat strut

In a less destructive, but equally dramatic
incident, Security spent the weekend in-

volved in the apprehension of a stray cat.

Late last Friday night, a student in Cruger
Vlllage was accidentally bitten while feed-
ing a black and white stray cat. Concerned
that the cat may have had rabies, the student
asked Security to help catch the animal.

Squlllace sald that her office tned to con-

tact various agencies ranging from the De-

partment of Health to different veterinary

agencies to the Dutchess County Sheriff's
Department for assistance in this matter.

“There are no clear guidelines for cats,” said

Squillace. “So we did not get any assistance

from any of these agencies.”

“It came down to one of my officers and .
myself physically catching the animal,”
ported Squillace. The cat was finally caught
on Sunday after being lured by a bowl of
milk for several hours. Squillace said that the
cat “ate pretty good that day” and “didn’t
look sickinany way.” A county sheriff officer
arrived to destroy the animal, but he agreed
that it looked healthy and did not shoot the
cat.

On Monday, they brought the cat to the
American Soc1etv for thc Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals. The véterinarians there )
_confirmed that the cat did not exhibit any
" clear indications of sickness.

If the cat had not been caught, the student

continuéd on page 2
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Clas;sifie'ds & 'persp‘nals

and a Security officer scratched
whiletrying to catch thecat would
have had to go through the pain-
ful process of rabies treatments.
Even so, the animal will be under
close observation for the next ten

days to ensure that it does not

.show any symptoms. Squillace
said that $40 was' do- .
nated to the ASPCA so
that the cat can be
adopted once its health
is confirmed. ¥
-“Youcanneverbetoo =
safe when it comes to
animals,” explained
Squillace. “Rabies is on
thedecline, butitis very
important that you do
not approach strange
animals who might not
have been mocu]ated “

Vandals and burglars K
Squillace reported
that parties in Robbins this
weekend were the scene of ex-
tensive vandalism. Fire-crackers
were set off, which burned the
rug and floor, while setting off
the fire alarm. A window in the

“ lounge was also broken.

~ “Another concern is that if we '

had togetemergency vehiclesinto
the area, we would not have been
-able to do so because cars were

PRACTICE. WE

" THE SMILE STUDIO

the conlrols She stated that there
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parked on both sides of the road
going into Robbins,” said
Squillace. She said that there is
sore cOncern about future par-

ties being held in Robbins, and

she will be meeting with the Dean’
of Students Office to see that thxs
doesn’t happen again. -

”I would hate to 'say that we
can’t have any more parties out -

there,” she explained. “But the
studenis really have to fake some
responsibilities for their actions.”

The water treatthent plant off

_Blithewood Road wasalso the scene -

of vandalism recently. Squillace
confirmed that someone got into the
buildinglastweekandtamperedwith

- “We Cater To.

lvy League & hospital
residency trained
Member of American

_ Dental Associalion -

" Since 1981.

were no signs of forced entry, so the
perpetrator(s) probably had a key.
The very next day the lock was
changed, and that night two stones
wete thrown through a window of
the plant. c
The same evening, Security re-
ceived a report that people were
carrying  bolt-cutters
around Tewksburyandthe
Ravines. Squillace said that
bolt-cuttersareused tosteal
‘bikes, and when Security
responded, the suspects
. dropped thecuttersand left
in their vehicle. The officer
-was unable to get the k-
cense plate of the vehicle,
but the bolt-cutters are in
. Security’s custody.
9. Squillace said that she was
notcertain if the incident at
thewaterplantand thatone
wererelated.
Regardingtherecenttheft
“of a student’s extremely
expensive bicycle from outside his -
own room on the second floor of
Robbins, Squillacesaid, “Tknow sev-
eralstudentsareveryupsetaboutthe
doors to thedormsbeing locked, but
this is a perfect example where if the
doors had been locked, this incident
mightnothavehapperied Squillace
confirmed thatthistheftwasreported -
to the State Police, but there have not
been too many other problems with
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Pat- Hope all is well. Sorry 1
haven't written yet. Been very
busy with the paper. Will write
soon. Love, Jeana.

- Hudsonia wants reusable
(clean, used one side only) letter-
size file folders and 3x5" index
cards; alsoa Kayak paddie. Please
call ext.273 Or 274. )

For sale: 1989 Kawasaki
EX500—Only 3,000 miles, great
condition, saddle bags. Must sell.
Please call Judy at ext. 435 or 758-
5286. ]

~ Wanted: Used IBM/compatible,
386/486, super VGA, 80+Meg HD,

2+Meg RAM. Printer would be.

nice. Box 880 Or 757- 2310

Writers & photographers
needed to work on the Bard An-
nual Sketchbook staff! Interested
peopleshould contact LisaKereszi
(7053) for photography, or Malia
Du Mont (7581) for wntlng or
layout & design. i

Car for sale! Ugly, but reliable
Dodge Colt 1984 w/65,000 miles
$600 negotiable. Call 752-7289.
Also for sale, Floor Rug subtle
mauve color, Almost New. $15

Help Wanted! Children’s En-
tertainment Agency Now Hiring

=:=local talented, reliable, and ener-

getic people. Excellent pay. Must
have a car. (914) 758-6084.

Shy, quiet, tall, brown-skinned
female is looking for a,straight
male companion who is funny,
interesting, and talkative. I love
alternative &rap musiclong talks
& moonlite walks. Assholes need
not apply. Open-minded men
only -Box 1242 '

TEACHING PIANO Ania (914)
758-6822 ext. 355

Feisty, beautiful, wavy-haired,
petite brunette with a spectacu-
larly diverse music. collection
seeksdown-to-earth, decisive guy
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with a good sense of humor and
an easy-going nature. Assholes-

need not apply. -Box 605

Responsible, well-groomed in-
dividual sought by a daring
sybaritic couple in need of hired
help/Personal valet, apphcants
should possess a zeal for serving
cocktails,a love for Peruvian
stimulants, and a subservient de-
meanor. Competitive salary. For
applications call 752-7435 Ask for
Oscar or Annette or, respond to .
box 784. -

FOR SALE: 9 used, but sti_ll us-
able golf clubs with bamboo
handles. $9 If interested, call 758-
0772, :

H. Your love and support have
helped bring me through a lot,
Thank-you. Yours, for as long as
your wﬂlmg to putup with me,H

You Putz! Watch out you
philosohunk; you - the waddling
muscle leprechaun may be dead
buthecanalwayscrawlback, piss
on your eyeballs, and skullfuck
you! Or wouldn't that be the
neighborly thing to do? Anyway

_it's a skull numbing experience

watchmg Jason Priestly tied up in
a bikini in a boat with an injured
borg calling his Aunt Nancy ’

"I'hJs hght is here to keep yoix o

warm, this song is here to keep you
strong." I turned on the light and
I'm always singing-but where are
you? Please come find me soon!
Inexperienced but willing ok, so it
would probably work best if you
were a boy (like me), but mostly it
would benicejustto have someone
tosharekissesand starsand stuffed
animalsand my blankies with. Box

- 588 Neither homophobes nor

heterophobes need apply.
Note to all: names & box num-

bersmustbe included onrequests
for classifieds&personals. We'll
leave it out of print if you want,
but this info is necessary if you
want your submission in,

s
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Aspartofthe debatebegunlast

spring on the issue of imple-
menting a multicultural-ethnic
studies pro-
gramat Bard,
the MES
Task Force,
on the 17th
and 18th of
September,
conducted a
lecture and
open forum
session. On Friday the 17th, Pro-
fessor Sarah Willie of Colby
College initiated the two-day

- event with a lecture entitled
“When We Were Black: From
Identity to Performanceand Back
Again.” Willie is a doctoral can-
didate in the field of sociology at
Northwestern University. Her
lecture wasbased onherresearch
findingsand thesis, which focuses
on minority academic perfor-
mance at institutions of higher
education. She began her discus-
sion by praising Bard and its at-
tempt at a new multicultural-
ethnic studies program, stating,
“few colleges have attempted to
take  the  reality of
mulhculturahsm as seriously as
[Bard] is now taking it] . . . Keep
your eyes on the prize for a more
accurate history, a wider litera-
ture, [and] a new philosophy.” .
Willie’s lecture, while mainly
dealing with interviews and re-
searchof African-Americans who

_groid,

MES presents Sarah Willie

“attended collegefrom1970to 1990,

dealt also with general attitudes
of minority studentstowards their
academic curriculum and how it
affected their performance. The
two main ideas that developed
out of her research were “race as
a social construction,” and “race
asperformance.” Thesetwoideas,
as Willie explained, were influ-
enced by her exposure to gender
theorists, and the idea that “sex
rolesand identities are constantly
negotiated, and altered, or rather
socaally constructed.” Just as

“manand womanaresocial roles”
to be played, Willie reasoned,
“black and white” also canbeseen

s “roles or relations in the per-
sonal and institutional system of
race.” Although there is criticism
of the “sex-role theory” because it

-ignores unequal relations due to

class difference, Willie explained
that the term “role” is central to
her argument because it empha-
sizes “performance as opposed to
inescapability.”

Destiny or Expectation?

Willie went on to state that the
ideas of race as social construct
and performance opposethemore
narrow biological view of “[in-
herited] physical characteristics.”
Thé strict categorizations of “Ne-
Mongoloid and
Caucasoid,” Willie explained, in-
clude those who “occupy all three
spaces simultaneously,” and as-
sume that the most dominant

Firer .!nmmn M}r Exasnemies fostitute of Bord ﬁaf!«go
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physical
characteris-
tics dictate
race identifi-
cation. )
“Students
and profes-
sors of soci-
ology,” Wil-
lie stated,
“agree that
[race] is ne-
gotiated or
socially con-
structed,and
yet [race] is
continually
treated like
sex and age,
as descrip-
tive charac-
teristics.”
“The im-
plication is
thatofraceas
a biological
destiny, nota
social expec-

tation.” .

In order to understand more
fully the idea of race as perfor-
mance, Willie interviewed sixty
African-American alumni of
“historically black” Howard Uni-
versity and “predominantly
white” Northwestern University.
Willie found that although par-
ticipants all were of the same eth-
nic group, they spoke differently
on the issue of race. Willie con-
cluded that “dependingonwhere,
when and with whom we live,
ourdefinitions[of race] vary.” One
of the alumni from Howard, now
an engineer and living in a pre-
dominantly white neighborhood,
stated that “school gave me my
lifestyle . . . everyone has to do it
their own way.”

“Being black,” the alumnus
said, “is not wearing your hair a

certain way, or changing your

name, going on marches, or read-
ing this or caring about that.”
Willie described his view of racial
identity as forward looking, and
more focused on who he is at
present, than of his past.

To Be Black in America

In interviews with two alumni
of Northwestern, Willie found that
one felt “being black meant being
in a very close group,” while the
other, who grew up in a white
affluent neighborhood, related
feelings of isolation from the Afri-

can-American student popula-
tion. On the other hand, an alum-
nus from Howard, alse from a
white affluent neighborhood,
stated that he “assumed that an

. all-black student body would be

narrow,” but found that the cam-
puswassurprisingly diverse, and
that he “could introduce other
black people to an expanded un-
derstanding of what it meant to
be black in America.”

Willie, in speaking of her own
experience at a predominantly
white college, stated that “she be-
ganto performina way thatwould
invert the racial expectations that
others had of fherl.”Because of
“race expectation, there is a fear,
"that by not acting black or not
acting white, [the person] will not

be recognized as human.”Willie

went on to say that for some “to
resist race expectations, . . . is to
face the possibility of death.”

In conclusion to her lecture,
Willie stated that, although race
expectations can be damaging,
there is some “elasticity” within
the expectations, which she be-
lieves were “fundamental in
helping the alumni in the study
form larger expectations of and
towards themselves.” The lecture
was followed by a question and
answer period, in which the is-
suesofraceand performance were

further discussed. Itishoped that,
through this and similar discus-
sions on the “intellectual and po-
liticalissues” of multiculturalism,
a comprehensive MES program
can be implemented at Bard. ¥




Hudsonriveranditsadjacentbays
are arguably at their most beauti-
ful. There is
something
majestic
about the
water in au-
tumn, asifthe
river were
soaking up
the last
warmth be-
fore a long winter. Standing on
the shore - or even driving over
the Rhinecliff bridge - there is a
great sense of the motion of time
and seasons passing,

If you really want to know a

river, though, you have to getout
onit, so Irecently paddled outon
South Tivoli Bay with two good
- friends. The plan was for us to
meet another set of friends by
canoe near Cruger Island. There
_ was something damn charming
aboutthatidea. We wereall pretty
smittened by it, smitten enough
anyway to squeeze three people
into a one-person canoe.
- Now Idon’t know if you have
ever seen a one-person canoe.
Oddly enough, they are designed
for one person. There is a seat in
the middle and a crossbar which
could sort of be a seat toward the
bow, and then at the stern is this
cramped little area shaped like a
V. This wasmy place, therear, the
place from which the canoe
- would, theoretically, be steered.
I don’t normally like to com-
plain, especially since I had vol-
unteered to sit there, but there is
something about having your
ankles bent double beneath you
_that changes a person. | become
_incessantly whiny. My relative
comfort became infinitely more
important than such unspoken
canoe laws as “canoes can tip” if
you move too much” or “canoes
can tip very easily” if you nearly
stand up trying to get someblood
back in your shins, I also found it
difficult to give much of a damn
whether we were going particu-

. larly straight, which caused

" problems. Usually, however, I
could be cajoled into actually
paying a modicum of interest to
our eventual destination, and so
we laboriously made our way
through South Bay.

In the Spring, the Tivoli Bays

arecrystallineexpanses of melted
- - -snow run-off. In the fall, they are
_clogged full of water chestnuts.

t this time of the year, the

R

pods) are non-native Eurasian
species which are carried into the
Hudson, probablyby cargo ships
travelling the river. Now they
form a somewhat impenetrable
barrier of what looks like kelp,
but smells like the rot usually as-
sociated with swamps or eu-
trophication. In addition, there is
this green scum that resembles
pea soup, as well as pods them-
selves, which are pretty nasty
lookingand havetheselongbarbs
that can cut you up pretty well if
you step on them. My friend Ron
swears that they are tasty, though,
if you don’t mind a few PCB's
{polychloryl biphenyls) or some
DDT from the silt in your diet.
Ron doesn’t seem to. As a testi-
monial to the relative safety of

Hudson River cuisine, he told me’

about the old, toothless man that
he met one day while walking the
shore. According to Ron, thisfella
swore that, “It’s alright, [ just go
ahead and eat the fish right out of
the damn river. I don’t worry
about no PCP’s.”

Eventually, we made it out of
the chestnuts and into the canals
which wind their way through
the mass of vegetation. Through
one of these canals, we made it to
the three railroad bridges which
connect the South Bay to the
Hudson propet.Itisthroughthese
three bridges that the South Bay
becomes tidal as the water levels
fluctuate with the current in the
Hudson. At low tide, the South
Bay is nothing but mud. If you
don’t check the tide charts, there
is nothing to do but wait twelve
hours or get the heck out in neck
deep mud and push.

Once you make it out to the

to mention the volume of boats.
Jetskies(probablyone of the worst
polluting devices ever invented -
like a Buick I once owned, they
can’t hold their oil) come zipping
right by, and the occasional speed
boat will leave you in a wake,
which can make things pretty ex-
citing in a canoe. We had in fact
just been buzzed preity closely
when I spotted my friends Doug
and Ron coming around the tip of
Cruger Island in Doug's canoe.
Doug’s canoe was beautiful, an
old cedar canoe that he had just
finished refurbishing himself.
Doug was living out every occa-
sional camper’s dream. He had
found himself a little spot that no

oneseemed tocareaboutand built
himself a shelter that he was liv-
ingin. Theshelter wasbigenough
to sleep two, although Douglived
alone, and he had a fire pit for
cooking as well as for all his other
supplies. It was straight out of
Thoreau, a stab against modern
urbanity for all of us who quietly
despaired.

We pulled the canoes ashore,

allowing me to getoutand stretch

my legs. After I was pretty satis-
fied that everyone knew exactly
how uncomfortable I had been,
and I felt that they had expressed
an ample amount of pity, we
stripped down and swam in the
warm September water of the

tember 29 993

Hudson. We rubbed the green
mud onto our bodies, painting
ourselves and arranging the long
green strands of the water chest-
nut fronds as necklaces and
crowns. We swam out to one of
the monitoring platforms and
dried ourselves in the sun. All in
all, it was a beautiful day.

After a while, the two of us (yes,

~ we pawned one of our original

crew members off on Doug)
spread our legs out in the luxuri-
ously spacious one-person canoe
and paddled toward the South
Bay and home, )
Aboutaweekafterall this,I heard

. from a mutual friend that Tom's:

shelter had been ransacked by
vandals. His shelter had been
hacked up and destroyed, his food
dumped into his clothesand sleep-
ing bag, and his large container of
honey had been poured over his
fewbooksand justabouteverything
else they could find. The canoe that
he had spent weeks refurbishing,
that we had all stood around ad-
miring, had been punctured in
several places by a large spike. Of
his meager possessions, almost
nothing was left untouched. The
destruction was senseless but total.
I suppose that that is the thing
about stabbing at modern urban-
ity: italwaysseems to find a way to
stab back. I am glad that Thoreau
isn’talive to hearaboutit, although
I imagine that he wouldn’t have
been much surprised. L7l

Peacebomb and A.D review

These secluded Bard campus was
not at a loss of live talent last Friday
night. The Peacebomb and A.D con-
cert literally
started with
an explosion
andcontinued
to rock for

bandoriginat-
ing in New
York, mumdmhely inspired Bard's
toes to start tapping. The Bard audi-
ence was tremendously responsive
to the style Peacebomb produced.
Themusicwasamixtureofhard rock
and analternative sound. it waseasy
o dance to and pleased the crowd
enough to receive thundering ap-
plause during the pauses in the
middle of songs. The upbeat tempo
was produced by such instruments

and rhythm guitars.
There was thena shortbreak while

AD set up their stage.

The Bard audience doubled at the
first sound from A.D. The four
member band, also from New York,
involved the audience brilliantly as
theaudienceslamdancedandmoved
energetically to A.D's music.

Anthony W. DeMore, lead vocalist
of AD, laughed into the mike and
told the andience that if they didn’t
calmdown,someonewouldgethurt,

The crossover between rap and
liverockobviouslywired the Bardians
asthey chanted foran encore,and an
encore after the first.

I got the chance to speak to both
Peacebomband A.Dafter theconcert
and got an extremely positive and
satisfied response. Both bands com-
mented that the audience they could
seeatthe front wasa wildand enthu-
siastic crowd that encouraged

harder.

If you'reafraid that you missed an
amazingly live night, well, you did.
BUT! there are several ways to hear
these artists in the near future.

AD has just released their debut
album on Enemy Records.
Peacebomb has recorded their first
album, but has not released it as of
yet;however, you may request their
two latest singles on local radio sta-
tions.

Tune in next week to receive the
addresses for Peacebomb and A.D)'s
mailing lists, and an exclusive Cb-
server interview with both
Peacebomb and-A.D. Find out what
the combined four Bard graduates
from the bands majored in. Find out
why A.D was reluctant to tell me
what their initials really stand for,
and why Peacebomb prefers not to
play in clubs and bars.

Wach this space next week! V.

These water chestnuts (or devil riveritself, the waves pickup,not as mwbeni a whistle d-niﬁ bass Peacebomb and AD to rock even . :
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The following column is the opinion and
property of Gregory Giaccio, and does not
necessarily represent thestaﬁoftheObserver
||If you disagree with M. Giaccio, contact htm
telepathically.-

When 1 look at the curriculum at our
allegedly “Liberal” arts school, it strikes
measbeingincredibly ethnocentric. None
of thecoursesdeal withany culture thatis
not from Earth. Do we think that we are
alone in the universe?

-Firstofall, thereareabsolutely noaliens
among the student body (Let me remind
you here that the term “extra-terrestrial”
isinherently alien-phobic. The
termimplies anearth-centered
view. of society: The term was
invented by old earth men to
denigrate non-earth peoples
and accustom earthlmgs to
their imperialistic aims of
colonizing themoonand other
planets.) The admissions -
depariment claims to be di-
verse and multicultural, but
any Vulcan could see that
thereisnologic in their claims.
Sure they havea Multicultural
and Ethnic Studies Task Force
Admission Subcommiitee,
but what good are they if they
can only recruit people from
everyothercontinenton this planet? Why _
not get a few from other planets? If they
were really sincere in their drive to "en
hance recruitment efforts to reach out to
and attract a more diverse student popu-
lation" then they would look to such di-
verse secondary schools as Starfleet
‘Academy, the Vulcan Science Institute or
any of the fine Bajoran schools.

Of course, few aliens would probably

| do so little to address their culture and
their heeds. There are no Alien Studies
departments. In fact, each individual de-
partment couid do a little to rectify this
situation.

First of all, assuming t that our alien-
phobic adminstration let an alien come
here, how would we communicate with
them? We need alien languges. Certain

four or five earth languages already and

Featured
Columnist

want to study here considering how we |

classics professors on this campus speak -

are trying to learn more. Wouldn't it be
‘betterif Chris Callananapplied hisefforts

to learning Klingon? And then, perhaps
over the mtgrsessmn, he could offer in-
tensive Klingon.

~ This would open the way for Klmgon

Opera courses in the music department,
which would help to erase its alien-pho-
bicstigma. Perhaps some Romulan litera-
ture. The economics department could
certainly usea coursein Feregni business

tactics if Earth is ever going to become a
" major player in the universal economic

community. Of course, the applications

ofa universal curnculum in the film de-

partment are obvious. Even
the science department could
toe the line by teaching all the
physicscourses withaScottish
-~ ‘accent. And how could the

tend to teach logic without of-
fering any Vulcan authors?
~What's the problem, earth-
lings?Never read any Vulcan?
Thelibrary hasmadesome
token effortsto implement a
universal curriculum by

~ putting thé Klingon Lan-
guagedictionaryonreserve.

tributed by donating a
handful ofbooks onthesub-
ject, buteven these are notonously earth-
centric. .

The food servxce, of ¢ course, wou]d have

. to comply by providing alien food forour

new visitors. (Althoughitseems that they
have been incorporating alien meat into
our standard earth fare already.)

However, the best option would be to
have an Alien Studies major. We have
been confined to earth studies for long
enough. And there is no way we could
have anAllenStudiesdepartnmnt headed
by a earthling. Now is the time for the
college to forma search committee to hire
a full-time, tenure-track alien professor.
And then we could use a dean for Alien
Affairs, helping Alien students adjust to
living in an oppressive society on a new
planet light years from home.

Let us hope that the éentire college can
pull together behind a universal curricu-
lum and cease our alien-phobic ways.

Dead Goat Notes

philosphy department pre-|| . '

The Trek club has also con-||" *
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~unbard love

by Sean O'Neill

Nadinehasa TV anda VCR mher room,

and Minh has joined her to offer consola-
_ tion for her grieving soul by watching The

_ Prince of Tides every night for four nights.

It has been a painful time for Nadine, who
was jilted by her true love. It has been a
* painful time for Minh, who has had to

watch The Prince of Tides every night for

four mghts ,

-1 can’t get over how he borrowed the -
cape from the drama department, says
Nadine. “It was so convincing.”

They had just made and burnt a voodoo
doll of the villain. It was Nadme s ldea,
and it made her feel better. '

nose,” says Minh. -
“Why was I such a fool?” says Nadlne
-“And why wasn’t he honest?” -
- "“You have to put this tragedy behmd
you,” says Minh. ‘

Nadine.
~ Minh. “We could call Broadway up and

order ten pizzas to be delivered to his
room.”

“No, that Colby Sprocket guy would
probably get them,” she whimpers. “At

least if we had had the ceremony and
broken some glasses Icould watchitover
and over again on video tape.”

A knock comes at the door. “Come in,”
says Minh. *Hi, James. Look, Nadme It's
James Beale. Stop moping.”

- “Hi, }ames, says Nadine. “You look

flushed.”

“Hello, | ladies. I just came back from the

gym. You know, working out.”

The message on his shirt reads, “1 Lift

Volvos.”
“Mind if I sit down?" asks ]ames
“Not at all,” says Nadine.

“You know,” says James, ‘T just love the
feeling after I've been lifting when all the
waterrushes to my chest. It'sa greatsensa-
tlon, a natural high.”

He takes off his shirt to show the fine
definition of his chest, the six-pack look.
Nadine thinks of the song about the guy
with “alpine-ski chiseled features with a
sort of a blank look that passes for deep
thought or at least the notion that
someone’s home.” That is James.

“Feel this muscie, right here, Nadine,”
he says.

“That’ sokay, whydon’ tyou doit, Mmh?"
she says.

Minh massages around his pectoral.

“As solid as concrete, ain’t it?” he says.
“That'sfromconsiantly ripping themuscle

- s0 it becomes more firm. And from eating
lots of salad. They really need more greens
at that bar in Kline.”

“Very impressive,” says Minh. “We
cught to call you ‘Hunk-ra or ‘Beefcake
Beale.””

“You've gota good frame for lifting too,
‘Minh,” says James. “You know, you really
ought to check out the facilities at
Stevenson

. “You're missing out on lots of i

Never had Nadine met anyone who v was
so intimate with their body Except, per- '
haps, Navel Man at the circus when she
was five-yearsold. . -

“How did you start bulldmg up?" asks
Minh.

“With my mother’s exercise bar, ;" he says.

“Doyoueverusethosepowerdrinkstoget
‘energy?” asks Minh.

: "Oh,tlnsearetemb!eforyou " saysjames,
his eyes lighting up in excitement. “They
have too much iron and vitamin D in them, ’
_and they’ll make your nose bleed. Those
vitaminmulti-packscanbe thesame.You ve
got to be cautious. Say, do you want to join

, “me some time at the Center? I could show
. _“Barbara Streisand really has a 1ong

“you ‘around the eqmpn‘.ent give you a few
tips. Iwouldn’t want you to hurt yourself by

_overdoing it.”

“Jalreadyjog to sﬁym shape ysth
“That’s really cool,” hesays. “And youdon’t

. " smoke either. So many Bard students don't
“We were going to be marned'" cnes_

apprediate the imy of having a well- -

7 tunedbody. Butyou’ reomof&meyegetanans
" “Get a hold of yourself woman,” says

'tyou?Itl‘unkI’vesemyoualotatthesalad

w ”
"Yes,butheetle:seathght, lno,"saysMulh.w

nutrients, though,” saysJames. “Unless you’re

_in training for some sport.”
Nadine screéams in irritation,

 “You know, Nadine” says Jarmes, “exércise

lsagreatwaylorehevesttm\’oushmildhy
it. Tknewagirlwho ..
"Shutﬂtahmuthandgetyounnusde—bmm
‘body the hell outof my room,” shouts Nadine.
“Was it something I said?” asks James, put-
ting back on his shirt. _
"She:spﬂab:thense" saysth"Her

in the Olserver? 1 can imagine it. All these sick

" Bard students picking up their copy every

weektoknowmy privatebusiness.Getout, get
out. [ want some peace.”

“Are you on birth control, Nadine?” asks
James. “I read somewhere that that always
makes women cranky.”

“Youmean, Mr. Ignorance, thatyou've actu-
ally read something?” saysNadine. “This from
the same guy who's been at Bard for five years
and still hasn’t moderated yet!”

*“TY's not my fault,” says ]am “My ader
was on sabbatical.”

Hestarts to cry.

“There, there, now,” says Minh. “Don’t let
the cruel gu'l upset you. "

“I'm going to give him something to really
cry about,” growls Nadine.

“Let’s go to deKline and play pinball,” says
Minh to James.

“Could wehaveicecream?” whimpersJames.
“Tlike ice cream after I've been working out.”

“Sure,” says Minh. “We can even have the
kind with the real lumps of cookie dough.”

"Nadine begins to throw books at the both of

“Out, out, out ,outt”

Nadine slams the door after them.

“Why can’t men be sensitive at the right
times?” shesaysaloud.

A page of unedlted < 'b" e

International

by Joshua Ledwell

In early December 1992, United States sol-
diers ing full battle dress landed on the
beaches of a foreign nation. The troops were
forced to collect themselves in the face of the
merciless legions of the world news media,
for this was no surprise invasion. Reporters
had been told of the American offensive in
Somalia well ahead of time. The US military
was arriving to fight not the Somalis, but the

faminegripping theircountry. Atthetime, US -

leaders’ optimistically that our
froops would be home by New Year’s.

Cn 9, the militia of General
Mohammed Farah Aidid ambushed Ameri-
can and Pakistani soldiers on the streets of
Mogadishu. Firing from behind a screen of
women and children, they killed one peace-
{|keeper and wounded four before UN tanks
‘Hand helicopter ips arrived. The peace-
keepers killed about a hundred Somalis, in-
cludingatleastsomebystanding womenand
children,during theresultantthree-hourbattle,
Afterwards,itwasdifficulttodeterminewhich

among the casualties had been partof Aidid’s

militia. The dead Somalis told no tales.
Of course, former President George Bush

certainly never envisioned this tragiceventas

a result of his “Operation Restore Hope”

: the redefinition of the role of the United

tes military. In the eleventh hour of his

presidency, Bush was attempting a major

realignment of American foreign policy with

aninterventionseemingly motivated by pure
humahitarianism.

“Peace Dividend?”

After thefallof the Berlin Wallsi that
the Cold War was over, America slowly be-
gantorealize thatitsenormousmilitary estab-
hshmmtlrndbeaﬂeftm&weryhtﬂewshﬁm-
tion for existence, The nation became preoc-
cupied with the “peace dividend” — the
resources thatoould bediverted fromdefense

itures now that the Soviet Union was

no longer a threat. Bush, on the other hand,
did not want to see the armed forces cut. His
vaguely defined “New World Order” de-
pendedonﬁ\eUmtedStatesre!mmmga
military superpower and continuing to sup-
port multinational organizations such as
NATO and the United Nations. Fortunately
for Bush,SaddamHusseindidn"twaitforany
ColdWardemobilizationandinvaded Kuwait
justintimetosavethe Americanarmed forces.

TheBush-organized, American-led, United
Nations nse toIraq’sinvasionof Kuwait
killed the peacedividend. Policymakers, after
having seen the events in the newly multipo-
lar world were not less, but more likely, to
require US military action, realized that
wholesale reduction of the military was not
aceeptable. They decided instead to try to
recast the Army in a more flexible mold,
creating “rapid deployment” units. A new
Army consisting of these types of units would
be much more effective in performing peace-
keeping duties or conducting small-scale in-
terventions all over the world. According to
thenewmilitarydoctrine, the UScould quickly

insertrapid deploymentforcesat thefirstsign

of some international crisis. would fix
the problem, long before troops could mobi-
lize to respond,and thenbe withdrawnjustas
quickly.

To test this premise, Bush sent his new

Army, fresh from victory in the Gulf War, to

News Review

Somalia. The situation there had many at-
tributesforeignpolicy: predictedwould
be characteristic of post-Cold War conflicts.
The famine was highly localized, caused by
several petty warlords denying food to each
other’s territories. The United Nations was
already there, and its relief agencies needed
helptofeed theSomalis. Weevenreceived the
government's permission to intercede. As a
bonus, the terrain was mostly desert, open
ground that recalled victory in the Persian
Gulf and helped to dispel flashbacks'to Viet-
nam. Finally, an effort to feed starving chil-
drenwhom Americanscould seeontelevision
every night would undoubtedly be popular
domestically. So, under what Bush consid-
ered the most favorable conditions possible,
the Army landed on the beaches of Somalia.
They would easily disarm the warlords and
their militias, and stay only until United Na-
tions peacekeepers were ready to guard the|
food convoys.
Best Laid Plans Gone Awry o
At least some of the Somalis, however,
havedeveloped thenasty habitof biting the

" - hand thatfeedsthem. Theirinitial gratitude

hasunderstandablybeguntending towards
resentment after almost nine months of

_ occupation by American and UN soldiers.
ign. Hewasfocusedinsteadonhistrue -

General Aidid, whom the US once ostenta-
tiously included at peace talks among the
warlords, now wagesa successful guerrilla
waragamstl'aplasUNpeacekeepers.What
went wrong?

Our failureinSomalia liesin the failure of
Bush’s redefinitionof the US military. They
are still g to a need for firepower,
which has been central to Army tactics
since the Civil War. On September 9, our|| -
rapid deployment forces deployed rapidly
enough tofight Aidid’s militia,but wereill-}|
equipped for a battle fought among civil-
ians. Instead of tear gas or other riot control
devices, their helicopters carried their stan-
dard loadouts of twenty-millimeter can-
nonsand rocketsdesigned to destroy tanks.
These are clearly weapons that do not limit
civilian casualties,and they are completely
unsuited for use in supposedly friendly
Mogadishu. US soldiers wiil not disarm
themselves if it means becoming like the
UN peacekeepers in the former Yugosla-
via, where “blue helmet” means “target.”
But they cannot win by fighting Aidid as if
he were Saddam Hussein. thmateiy, fix-
ing the Somalia situation was never as casy
as it seemed to Bush.

Will the Somalis understand that we had
to protectour troops withany means neces-
sary, or will they condemn their occupiers
for the killing of innocent bystanders? The
realmeasureof howdifficultitistosuppress
guerriilaslies notinthe terrain they have to
hide in, but in how much support they
enjoy from their populdce. Therefore, any
occupying army, however good its inten-

tions are, must constantly seek to avoid

angering the nativesif it wants to minimize
the influence of an insurgency. The US
armed forces have a long way to go before
they can institute an-effective policy for

“conducting similarlocalinterventions such

as still scem likely in the post-Cold War
future.InSomalia, they arelearning this the
hard way.

(Al references to facts and dates are taken

from The New York Times)




The submission below does not reflect in any way, shape, or form the attitude of the Observer staff on
this issue. All comments regarding this submission should be directed to the author and not the

Observer.

by Matthew Apple

I am “the author” of the now
apparently infamous article
about Monica Lehmann’s acci-
dentin the 15th issue
of the Bard Observer. I wrote that
- article knowing that it would
upset people. And it did. Good.
That's whatlintended. The funny
thing about people is that they
never seem to think about any-
thing unless you throw some-
thing in their face, and if there’s
one thing that Bardians have in
common with the rest of the hu-
manrace—ifanything, they have
raised to a form of art—it’s ig-
noring everything that doesn’t
directly concern Number One.

Before I go any further, let me
makeitquiteclearthatInolonger
have any affiliation of any sort
with the Bard Observer.Iwrote the
article and I take responsibility
for what was written; that is why
1 always sign my name to what I
write. The members of the Bard
Observer had nothing to do with
what I wrote or what 1 will write
(let this serve notice.) The mem-
bers of the Observer also have no
business apologizing for some-
thing I wrote. I wrote it, not the
Observer, and I do not intend to
apologize for anything.

I did not write the article with

the intention of vilifying the

driver of the car in the accident. 1
did writea transcription of acon-
versation I had with Monica, as
she lay crippled in her hospital
bed in Northern Dutchess. The

by Kapil Gupta (SJB Chairper-
son)

“I don’t see why a small collection
of students might not arrive at as
many wiserestraints asanybodyelse,
especially if their skin is at stake.” —
Paul Goodman, College Admin-
istration Theorist

College adminijstrations are in-
variably involved with matters of
studentdiscipline. Bard, however,
is unique among colleges for the
degree to which students are in-
volved with the administration of
the disciplinary process. The S]B
(Student Judiciary Board) is the
specific branch of the Student
Association dedicated to “disci-
plinary affairs.” “Discipline” at
Bard aims to protect individual
and community rights through

article was primarily a direct
transcription, emphasis on the
direct; 1 did not add or change
anything she said. I did omit, for
space reasons, her comment that,
although sheinitially was furious
at the driver at the time of the
accident, she didn’t blame her for
the accident having occurred.
Anyone whoread my editorial on

page 14 of the same issue would -

know that I, too, did not place
complete blame on the driver.
Rather, I hold Bard primarily re-

‘'sponsible for choosing not to in-

stall sidewalks, in spite of all the
accidentsthathaveoccurredalong
Annandale Road in the past. The
driver left a message on my door
on Wednesday afternoon and
called me after dinner.She wanted
to know why I didn’t write “the
truth” of the accident.

Truth, as we well know, is sub-
jectivity, sono matter whatI wrote
would have been “wrong” to
somebody. Of course the article
was “one-sided”—it was a direct
transcript of what Monica told me
had happened. As it is Security’s
policy never to release names of
those involved in incidents, they
would not have told me the
driver’sname nor even that of the
victim.Icould nothaveevengone
to BEMS, since it is BEMS’s policy

- to never divulge any information

of any kind. I would have had no
way to contact the driver for “her
side” of the story. The only reason
I found out about the accident,
nothavingbeen there myself, was
when a friend of Monica’s told

education, not punishment. The
SJB system is designed to be sup-
portive of both victims and per-
petrators; no one comes to Bardto
become victimized by adminis-
trative processes or fellow stu-
dents — hopefully we areall here
to become better educated.

The SJB derives its power from
a student, faculty and adminis-
tration mandate. The S)B exists to
protect the rights of all Bard stu-
dents within the limits of its ju-
risdiction. (For alisting of student
rights refer to the Student Hand-
book: pp. 22-24, 84-93.) This
“protection of rights” is primarily
achieved through theenforcement
of college policy, conduct regula-
tions and disciplinary procedures.
(For more specific explanations,

me. So how the hell was I sup-
posed to get the driver’s “side” of
the story, when I had no way of
contacting her in the first place?
And why would I have wanted to
contact the driver, since I wrote
the article to give Bard students
the opportunity to hear what it is
like to have your life literally
stripped away?

Apparently, the only reason the
driver wanted to “talk” to me
(more like “verbally assault” me)
was to place the blame for the
accident entirely upon Monica:
“Why didn’t you say she couldn’t
stop? That's why the accident
happened inthefirst place?” (This
is a direct quote from the driver

.over the phone.)

In the first place, there should
have been sidewalks. There
should have been sidewalks de-
cades ago. As for the whole thing
being “Monica’s fault,” I believe
the accident was ruled “no-fault”

and will be covered by “no-fault”_

insurance from the driver, the
victim and Bard College. (Side
note: Monica’s mother informed
me that Bard’s insurance only
covers $5,000, which is maybe
enough forMonica’stwo Catscans
($900 a pop!) and her stay in
Northern Dutchess. Monica’s
physical therapy will most likely
costin thetensof thousands. What
kind of chicken-shit insurance
policy does Bard have? Even my
high school, in Podunk, New
York, has a policy of $1 million.)
“No-fault” means, you guessed
it, no fault. All parties share the

refer to pp. 55-83 of the Student
Handbook.)

College policies include a num-
ber of fairly obvious limitations
on harmful and destructive be-
havior; it is expected that indi-
vidual students will respect the
rights of other individuals and
the college community asa whole.
No member of the Bard commu-
nity should tolerate propertyloss,
harassment or abuse of any sort.
Complaintsof thisnature, directed
against students, should be filed
in writing with me, the Chair of
the SJB. Please note that criminal
charges(withthepolice) canoccur
even if the SJB is involved with a
case. The S]B however, does not
take cases to the police or allow
theinvolvementoflegal attorneys

-Jeana C. Breton (Editor-in-Chief)

blame. In an accident where both
parties are in motion, it is never

entirely one party’s fault. Look it

up. It’s the law.

Unlike the driver, who seems
solely concerned with assuaging
her guilty conscience, I was not
interested inkeeping trackof who
was blamed for what. The point
of the article was that Monica’s
life as she knew it is over. The

‘Monica that came to Bard in July

is now dead. When Monica re-
turns with her wheelchair and
walker, she will bear the physical
and psychic scars of the accident,
scars that she will bear for life.
Think about it. Think about lying
in a bed for months, unable to
feed yourself, or go to the bath-
room without help, or even roll
over on your side. It may be at
least a year before Monica can
even attempt to dance, and she
probably will never be able to
dance theway sheonce was. What
does the driver have to sustain?
Guilt and a higher insurance
premium. Maybe it’s just me, but
I don't think that compares to
having your hip and your back-
bone shattered and rebuilt.
And if Thurt your feelings, then
I'm so sorry. But maybe you need
to be offended. So here’s my
apology,and onemore thing...too
bad! I'm not about to let Bard or
itsresidents conveniently “forget”
thatthisaccidenthappened. If this
is what it takes to get Bard to
finally build some sidewalksor to
actually try for once to deal with
Annandale Road and Dutchess

with case hearings. (If you are
unsure if a particular personal
experience should be brought to
the SJB, talk with Gladys Watson,
Associate Dean of Students.) The
SJBalsoexistsasa courtofappeal;
meaning that if a student feels
punished unfairly, they can bring
the specific disciplinary matter to
the SJB. The SJB is the court of
appeal for the following sort of
offenses: motor vehicle, residence
hall, dining hall and library re-
lated. The SJB is potentially in-
volved with all aspects of student
discipline, excluding, notably,
academic regulation violations
(suchascheatingand plagiarism).

“Trial by Peers”

Cases of student infractions are
brought to the SJB by the alleged

Not a mistake and I'm not sorry

County, then I intend to keep on
pissingoff people. 'mnottheonly
one who thinks Bard has the re-
sponsibility to do some thing—
right next to the Observer’s whiny
apology last issue was a letter by
a resident of Cruger Village. She
was concerned—outraged, you
might say—about Annandale
Road and the Jersey Turnpike
Syndrome most Bard students
have whendriving uponit.Idoubt
Ms. Goswick is the only person
other than myself who is fed up
with Bard’s inaction. How about
we do something instead of bicker
over whose fault it is and how
“untrue” my article was. Or
doesn’t Bard really care?
Ifsomebody hasa problem with
what I wrote, I suggest you write
a letter to the Observer explaining

-why you think it's safe to walk

along Annandale Freeway at

night. ThenIsuggest you write to

Monica Lehmann and ask her if

she’sfeelingany better. And I hope

she tells you exacily how she fecls.

Becauseno matterwho’s o biame,

Monica got the shitty end of the
deal, and there’s no way you can-
prove that false.

PS.—Dear Leon, 'm so glad you
got your $2.18 million from the Olin
Foundation.Now why don’tyouask
for some from the Concrete
Foundation and build some
goddamn sidewalks for the students
atthis college who really don‘t givea
flying fuck about your pathetic or-
chestra? Or have you forgotten for
whom this college exists?

victims, possibly a student, a staff
member or a faculty person. Case
procedure is based on the legal
tenets of “due process” and “trial

- by peers.” Although Bard College

is not bound legally to support a
systemasexhaustive as the actual
governmental judicial structure,
students are legally entitled to
some unspecified form of “due
process.” Furthermore, by be-
coming members of the Bard
community, we have agreed to a
standard of behavior above that
required in the outside world (p.
56, Student Handbook).

Case administration occurs in
two parts following the §JB’s de-
cisiontohearacase: “the hearing”
and then the “rendering of ded-

continued on page 11
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reviewing bad art. Maybe it's be-
cause there seems to be some un-
: spoken rule
in 'the art
world that
says . one
cannotjudge
works “bad”
ago o d,ﬂ
only differ-
ent. “And I
suppose it's
" true that a certam amount of re-
spect needs to be shown for each
individual’sexpressive voice, but
whatifanindividualhasnomode
of expression, and/or no voice?
.What if they just haven’t gained
the skills, artistic or otherwise,
needed to create works for an au-
dience beyond a classroom? It'sa
little like taking a younger
sibling’sstick-figuresoff thefridge
and trying to argue that little
Johnny or little Joanie just doesn't
have a sense of the human form.
-Well, Johnny’s young, he hasn’t
learned techmque or found his
artistic voice yet,and neither have
the artist’s showing in Human
Form, but they have no excuses.

There'ssomething painfulabout -

‘The Human Form is the show
currentlyondisplayintheProcter
ArtCenter. Theshow featuresthe
work of 15 artists, all former Bard
students and all with a common
subject: human blology
Whenmostofushear the words
“human form” in connection with
the word “art,” some common
images come to. mind, whether
wearemore familiar with the sin- -
ewy, “proportionally correct”
forms of da Vinci, voluptuous
Rubens,’ or Matisse’s joyful lin-
earity. These archetypal art im-
ages are of whole bodies, usually
nudeand often female. WhatIdid
like about the Procter show was
thatitquestioned these traditional

assumptions about what defines

the human form.

Among the 42 paintings in the
show, the “forms” depicted
ranged from 5" by 8" facial self-

- portraits, to stigmatized, bodiless

hands. This kind of expenment—
ing with the term “form” is really
what art’s all about: exploring
boundaries and challenging pre-
conceptions. If only these forms
could have been executed with
morematuntyon thearhsts’ parts,

the show might have been a suc-
cess. Nevertheless, I commend
the curator, Ross Sormani, for
making the show thought-pro-
voking overall, even if the indi-
vidual pieces are mind-dulling.
Let’s talk more specifically
about some of the work you'll
findifyoudecideto meanderover
to. Procter. Depending on which
door youenter from, you'll either

be beside the work of Ernst Voss,

creator of the aforementioned fa-
cial self-portraits, or that of
Bronson Smith. For 51mphc1ty s
sake, let’s presume that you're
entering from the Kline direction,
heading ‘over to Procter for a
little...dessert. In that case, you'll

find Voss’ four, numerically titled

self-portraits to your right. I
overheard two art students dis-
cussing the show and, one said: “I
thoughtthlswasastudentshow,

‘and the other responded: “A stu-
dent show would be better.” 1
“haven’t been involved long
enough in the Bard art depart-
ment to judge that for myself, but

IThaveseenplentyofstudentwork .

at a high-school and college level
and, while ability varies, ] can say
-with_confidence that I've seen
better work, better painting done
by well-taught seventeen-year-
olds.. Voss” self-portraits were
poorly-painted, poorly-drawn,
sadly out-of-proportion pieces,
yet they were also some of the
best things I saw in the show.
That is even sadder than his pro-
portion. The self-portrait entitled
“078-74-5975" (I'mstill wondering
if that’s his social-security num-

. ber) was the best of the four: the

space betweenhiseyes wasalittle
more believable, and the light de-
scribed on his chin was almost
painted well enough to make me
look twice to see how he’d doneit.
The problem with Voss’ paintings
is that they’re completely unno-

_ ticeable; they shrink into the cin-
der-block, and even if they are -

noticed, they're completely for-
gettable. The atmosphere is such
that they impel a viewer to ignore

. them; thelack of contrastbetween

lightand dark valuesand thecon-
formity of strokes is downright
depressing,.

Meanwhile, acrossthelinoleum,
Hugh Steers’ paintings beg for
your attention like a Playboyona
magazine rack, using essentially
the same techniques. It's not that

Se

tember 993

Steers' paintingsare pornographic
per se, but something about them
does leave me with the feeling
thatl'veintentionally beenshown
something tasteless, justto havea
reaction elicited. For example,
the painting “Blue Dress” depicts
a woman in two-inch heels hold-
ing on to her underwear. The fact
that the viewer cannot be sure
whether the figure is' donning,
removing or just gripping her
underwear, points to an underly-
ing weaknessinall three of Steers’
works: ambiguity of intention.

- Often one cannot determine the

positioning of the figures’ bodies
and thenatureof theenvironment
they are in, mostly as a result of a
lack of strong shadow. Indeed
“ambiguity of intention” could be
themotto forall of “Human Form”
because every time Ilook at these
pieces I ask myseif, did he/she
mean to paint this that way, and is

this how that figure is supposed

toappear? Froma technical point

of view, Steers” paintings exude

the same adolescent self-indul-
gencethathissubject matterdoes:
his painting is blatantly lazy, as if
he thought he would try to get
away withit, probably in the same
way he thought he would try to
succeed with his showy figures.
These are deceptive paintings.
Don't be fooled by their flashi-
ness, and gutsy perspective (one

good thing I can say); the paint-

ing is poor, and the mood is flat.

Let me just assume that you'll
be passing by Ross Sormani’s ju-
venile, flat, opaque, “human-
form-as-puppet” paintings as
swiftly and unhesitatingly asI did

and you g\l stop long enough to
examine the whipped cream tex-
tures on Kunio Izuka’s “Where
Are We Going?” before you move
on to something that hasn’t been
done by Matisse 200 times before,
in a much more arttul fashion,

. something like Bronson Smith’s

more traditionally recogmzable
nude figures.

Smith’s two oil paintings en-
titled, “Sitting and Standing

"Nude” and”Standing Nude” are

sensuous, thickly painted works.
I find myself somewhat attracted
to her obvious reverence for the
human form, her desire to sculpt
the play of light and shadow and
her fearless manipulation of the
paint. What bothers me is
Bronson’s over-enthusiasm (a
sharp contrast to the laziness of
previously-mentioned works).
It's almost as though she can’t
make up her mind to stick to one
value: she has to smear other, en-
tirely unrelated, colors on top of
the initial value choice, to justify
thatchoice. I want to say to her:if
you didn’t choose the right value
change it, don't try that pathetic
compromise. However, if you've
been walking through the show
in the same order I've been re-
v1ewmg1t thisis the most mature
work you've come across so far,
so enjoy it while you can. -
You might start to think things
are looking up still more when
you miove on to Alan Bassett’s
four pieces. I deduced that these
are small, originally black and
white photocopy transfers which
were painted over in color: an

" continued on page 10
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Sometimes, all you can really
do isshrug your shoulders. Take
a deep breath, let the past escape
you. Then
gather your
courage, wis-
dom and
strength, then
turn your face
to the future
and do your
best. That's
how Ifacean-
other class session. And it might
be exactly what the Bard fall ath-
letes need to do now.

This hasn’t been a spectacular
season by any measure; in fact
it's pretty discouraging so far.
However, only the players them-
selves know how hard they’ve
worked, how much talent they’ve
cultivated and fostered; and how
ultimately frustrating it is when
all the talent and teamwork cul-
minatesinonefinal factor:a great
big “L.”

b2
G

For the men’s varsity soccer -

team, this frustration is quite
acute. Despite the skills, talent,
depth and strength of their team
thisyear, it has not come together
for them. Last week, the Men
were Defeated by Caldwell Col-
lege on Thursday, 0-4; and then
they were beaten soundly by
Teikyo Post University 0-13. This
brings their record to 0-7, and
that's a very hard thing to re-
cover from. However, the men
do have nine games remaining,
and they should be able to pull
together for some of the remain-
ing matches.

Women's Varsity Soccer isalso
having a tough season, falling to
a record of 0-6. Last Thursday,

they battled hard in a loss to Al-
bany College of Pharmacy.
Julianne Voss scored two goals
for Bard, but it wasn’t enough,
and Bard lost 24. Three days
later, the women travelled to
Southern Vermont College and
were shut out 0-4.

Women'’s

~ started

conference team, so their confer-
ence records improve to 3-0 for
CACC competition, and 2-0 for
IAC. Overall, the team is 7-3 for
the season.

Last Tuesday, Bard hosted
Mount Saint Vincent College and
slowly, but then
steamrolled to a 16-14, 15-6, 15-5

Se

was 82.7, and her completed pass
percentage was at 94.2. Later in
the day, Bard put aside Medgar
Evers College in a two-of-three
match, 15-5, 15-2. For the entire
day, Dana racked up 20 kills, 9
aces, 4 blocks and 6 aces.
However, Bard’s losing streak
ended against Baruch College
yesterday,asthey

Tennis fell by a score of -
8-15,10-15,14-16.
T h e In the last game
women’s var- of thematch, Bard
sity  tennis actuallyhadan1-
team has had 2 lead before
its season Baruch stormed

shortened by
rain-outs and
postponed
matches, but
they did man-
age to play
against
Stevens Tech
last Saturday.
Unfortu-
nately, the
squad was
overpowered
in all of their

back for the vic-
tory.

Intramurals

The intramural
3-on-3 basketball
competition is
underway, and
after two days of
competition, the
aptlynamed God
Squad team has
won each of its

matches, tak-

ing only one set from any of the
matches they played (in top-
ranked player, Laurie Curry’s,
match). As a result, they fell to a
record of 0-2.

Women’s Volleyball

The only varsity bright spot is
the women’s volleyball team, who
areracking up wins left and right.
In last week’s competition, they
faced four opponents and won
three of the four matches. Theone
match they lost wasagainstanon-

victory. Then, onSaturday ,itwas
off to St. Joseph’s, where a mara-
thon tournament became a very
impressive victory for the women.
Ina three-of-fivematch, Bard came
away for the victory 16-14, 13-15,
15-12, 16-14. In the game, setter
Misti Williams had 37 assists, 3
digs and 6 service aces. Outside
hitter Shiloh Burton had 9 kills of
her own. But, alwaysimpressive,
Dana MacDonald’s performance
earned her the Female Athlete of
the Week recognition. For the
match, Dana’s service percentage
. .. -

two games and

taken the top spot among the-

three-team league. On Thursday,
September 16, they defeated
Botstein’s Minions, 61-53. Then
the following week they defeated
New York Telephone, 32-16. New
York Telephone and Botstein’s
Minions have split their two
meetings, the Minions taking
down New York Tel on the 16th
by a score of 60-50. The following
week, Telephone turned the tables
on the Minions, beating them 68-
60. This Thursday will be the last

date of regular season play.
L)
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Intramural tennis has a somé
what longer schedule, and fewer

_games have been played. So far,

Ben Gooley has an edge in the
field, defeating Gabor Bognar 7-6,
6-3 and Chris Stevens 6-3, 6-2. In
other action, David Yee defeated
Michael Poirier 6-2, 6-4, and
Damnath DeTissera defeated Jeff
Ledwell 6-7, 6-2, 7-6..

In upcoming event news, this

Friday and Saturday will be the

date for some once-off intramural
sports. On Friday, a badminton
tournament will be held for men’s
and women'’s singles and mixed
doubles teams. Interested in slam-
mingashuttlecock overanet? Sign
up at thegym officesby September
28th. Then on Saturday, the
struggles of L&T come to fruition
with Bard’s first intramural sand
volleyball tournament. Field a
team of four people (co-ed, please),
and geta roster sheet from the gym
and turn it in by September 29th.
Hey, it’s cold, crisp, and the air is
thin. Sounds like beach weather to
me!
Don’t Forget!

There’s lots of fun activities still
going on at the Gym, including the
infamous Fitness to Florida pro-
gram! It's still not too late to work
your way to key west, in a sense.
Sign up for a fabulous fashion
statement at the gym!

In addition, don‘t forget about
the two weekly group walking ses-
sions. Every week, Stevenson
sponsors Walk for Health, two 45-
minute walks. Thewalkstake place
on Wednesdays at 8:15am, and on
Fridays at 12:15pm. Each walk
meetsin frontof Ludlow. Getthose
Reeboks pumped up, and get in
stride. Good Luck! e
I .
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continued from page 8
interesting but fairly common

idea. What is novel about the
works is their presentation of the
human form either forcefully
gesturing or somewhat contorted
as in one of the pieces, “Nut
#1”which depicts a naked manin
a gymnastic “bridge.” Bassett’s
work is interesting to look at, but
it failed to hold my attention for
very long: looking at it was more
likelookingat pleasant,complete,
neat pictures rather than examin-
ingawork that forces the observer
to workand exploreand question.
I felt very distant from these
pieces, a sentiment almost iden-
tical to that I experienced when1
looked atClaireLibin’s paintings,
whichhave thatsame toned-down
illumination, soft texture and pic-
ture quality. It's hard for me to
criticize this style as it leaves me
contented, but notreally satisfied:
like a bland meal that fills your
stomach without appealing to
your taste buds.

I'd rather be full than feel
nothing at all, which is how I feel
when I look at Joan Tomlinson’s
“+/-" which looks like the visual
aid for a junior high student’s re-

Student Life Committee report

by Goldie H Gider

TheStudent LifeCommitteemet
this past week to discuss, among
other issues, the opening of new
club space in the basement of
Tewksbury. At the Student Fo-
rum, Sally Mehrtens had an-
nounced a meeting for club heads
to request the space. For those
who were unable to attend, the
following is a short review of
pertinent information.

There are two rooms currently
available in the basement. Each is
approximately 8' by 6'and will be
shared by 2-3 clubs. If your club
would like to share space with
another club, please request it

~Access to the rooms will be by
security only, and the names of
the co-signers of the budget (un-
less otherwise requested) will be
listed as authorized persons. The
space is probably more useful as
office than meeting space. When
more club space becomes avail-
able, the SLC will contact club
heads. Until then, interested par-
ties should send Sally a descrip-
tion of the type of space sought
and for what purposes.

A further note on the locking of
dorms: although the Student Fo-
rum passed a “Roam-Free” pro-

porton atomization, and Richard
Pitt’s “Standing Figure,” a “hu-
man form” which resembles a
dwarfed disco-king painted by
Lichenstein. Lichenstein had more
sense of content.

On the more redeeming side of
the show are the paintings by
Rebecca Weissglass, whichare my
favorite with paintasamedium. I
like Weissglass” work because of
theway she usespaint: whatlooks
like messy smears aré actually
carefully described lights and
darks. ButI get annoyed by her
cute, little caricatures in “Again,”
I feel almost as though she’s un-
dermining her own painting
ability.

After you pass by Weissglass’
works, you mightas welljust tune
out because you probably won't
remember the other paintings
anyway, butdostop foramoment
beforeexitingand lookatRebecca
Weinstein's four pieces, “Annun-
ciation,” “Stigmata,” “Deposi-
tion” and “Stigmata.” Weinstein
manages to achieve several re-
markable things with herbodiless
hands and feet and her floating
stigmata that no one else in the
show does; she creates entirely

posal (the vote represented ap-
proximately 10% of the student
body), the SLC would like to re-
iterate the policy agreed on by the
administration and respected by
Student Government. Thelocking
of dorms goes back toa proposal

approved by a Student Forum.

Two years passed because of a
stale-mate as how to implement
the proposal. Ascrimes continued
(80% of crimes are committed by
fellow Bard students), the school
begantoimplementtheapproved
policy this fall.

- In response to certain substan-
tive complaints, Deanof Students
Shelley Morgan will be meeting
with Vice President Dimitri
Papadimitriou this week to dis-
cuss the receptionist /buzzer sys-
tems. The Dean of Students’ office

_informed the SLC in a recent

meeting that the locking of dorms
coincides with the Security Act
and as a protective measure for
theschool’sliability, aswell asthe
students’. Between the approval
of the proposal and the imple-
mentation, the school has heard
many parents’ concerns over the
lack of security in the late evening
hours. The SLC hopes this has
shed some new light on the issue
and perhaps. helps to make the

unique work, she makes the
viewer wonder, and she does so
gracefullyand unself-consciously.
The other artists in Human Form
should learn from her ability to
use a little to say a lot.

Despite those few artists in
whose works I found found some
sanctuary, I feel pretty much bored
and apathetic about this whole

show. Ican’tevenseemtomuster

up some healthy, passionate ha-
tred, which might indicate that
this work hasacontroversialedge.
I overheard Professor Grossberg
critiquing the work with his stu-
dents; he wanted them to see how
little ability one actually needs to
receive notice in the art world.
Whentalking to hisstudentsabout
one more unmemorable piece by
Lawrence B. Salander, Grossberg
said: “These are just like Max
Beckman's paintings; if you want
to see the real thing just go geta
book on his art out of the library.”
Icouldn’tagree more; if you want
to see original, well-painted hu-
man forms go look up da Vinci or
Rubens, or Matisse, You will find
it much more satisfying, P

adjustment easier. The Student
Life Committee and the Dean of
Studentsofficerealize that,as with
any policy, the transition period
is difficult, but the locking of
dorms with the approval of stu-
dents and attempts to improve
the system are going on now. If
serious problems persist, please
feel free to contact any member of
the SLC or the Dean of Students
office.

There has also been some very
positive news concerning the
implementation of E-Mail or
Internet to the Bard campus. Rep-
resentative members of the SLC
met with Fred Foure, head of the
Bard Bulletin Board Service and
Jeffrey Katz, head of the Stevenson
Library. A possible proposition
would be to set up an E-mail termi-
nal (through Fred's computer sys-
tem) in one of the rooms of the
library. Useof the computer willbe
limited at first until more students
can get codes and acquaint them-
selves with the system. There will
be more details in the weeks to
come.

A final note: the defensnve driv-
ing courses for students will begin
soon, and the trips to the local area
should begin soon after Reading
Week. -
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continued from page 7
n.” Throughout the process, the
lamhff (the person complaining)
ad the defendant (the accused)
‘e either directly involved or in-
wrmed of relevant information.
epstomamtamcaseconﬁdenhal-
y are integrated into the process.
he hearing exists to determine
‘hat occurred, who was involved,
ad so forth, potentially involving
itnesses and evidence. The ren-
ering of the decision occurs after
ieboardismadesufficientlyaware
f what is exactly the substance of
e case. The decision is made by
1e board; which, ina typlcal case
tuation, is composed of four stu-
ent members of the SJB, the stu-
ent Chair of the SJB, the Dean of
rudents,a faculty member,andan
iditional administrator. The SJB
enhtledtoxmposesanchonswhen
1e guilt of the defendant is “clear
nd compelling.” Sanctions are
leallyeducationaland notpunitive
rtheir purpose. Possible sanctions
\dudesoaalprobatxonoonmxmng
rovisos of community service,
nes, and loss of privileges. More
rrious sanctions include suspen-
ion, deferred (untxl the end of the
smester) suspension, and expul-
ion. Sanctions are dehermmed ac-

cording to the seriousness of the
infraction. SJB decisions can be
challenged by a’ student; suspen-

sions and expulsions are first ap-

pealed to the Grievance Commit-
tee, while all other sanctionscan be
appealed directly to President
Botstein. '
Individually Empowered ‘
Beyond the specifics of “what if”
scenarios involving SJB cases, it is
important to remember what ini-
tiates SJB cases. It doesn’t matter
how fair or well-crafted the case
procedure is, if no one decides to

use it. By and large, the entire task

of enforcing student rights is be-
yond the smgular potential of the
SJB.

The “administrative” enforce— ’
‘ment of our rights comes from a
“number of sources including Cam-
_pus Security, the Dean of Students

Office, Peer Counselors, theSJBand
the Grievance Committee. More
importantly, we students are po-
tentially the primary enforcers of

_ourrights. “Enforcement” heredoes

not imply the selective imposition
of the will-of-the-few, it means the
protection of pre-existing standard
of conduct and student rights. I

sincerely hope that all of us feel
mdwldually empowered to chal-

lenge acts of injustice and destruc-  where on campus.
_tive behavior [beginning] here on  If members of the community
campus. " can regulate their own behavior,
The degree to which westudents  the S]B will not be called upon to
take responsxbxhty forour ownac- hear any cases. This would be a
tions as a group is the degree to good thing, presuming a willing-
which external [institutional] ness among the student body to
checksand regulations on our ‘free- _ utilize the SJB as a positive expres-
doms become redundant. In our sionof their unwillingness to toler-

- dependenceoninstitutionalsources  ate acts which threaten the devel-

of security, we are sometimes sub- - opment of a supportive, open and
jecttothelimitationsofinstitutional . pluralistic social environment.
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weekly horoscope

Aries (Mar.21-Apr.19): If you believe in magic, maigxcal thmgs will”

1appen to you. If you scorn others, you will be scorned.

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20): When the world is unfair, and you think.

hat everyone is picking on you for no good reason, then you ought
0 just stop and reconsider how good life actually is.

Gemini (May21-]un 21): You will find this week that your intuition

will lead you to new and fine places Trust your common sense, and
>eware of paper cuts. -

Cancer (Jun.21-Jul.21): Do not vandahze any soda machmes this
~veek. And remember, salting ruins the machine while hooking and
ipping only rip the next person off.

Leo (Jul.22-Aug.22): Ask yourself what you really want this week
ind then go getit. I see good prosperity foryou in the coming month.

Virgo (Aug.23-Sept.22): For certain you will get some sortof reward
‘or just being you. Rain falls on the undeserving bad as well as good,
ind crops will grow with rain.

Libra (Sept.23-Oct.23): The stars are in your favor for happy and
oyful'love. Don’t let your expectations be'stronger than your reality.
When loved ones are away, use no substitutions. —
-eally ought to wear glasses this week. You are withouta doubt going
o fall hopelessly. So watch you step!

Sagittarius (Nov.22-Dec.21): Of all the signs of the Zodiac you are
orone to doubt yourself at times, and feel stronger at other times. If
you really want to enjoy yourself, just let loose.

Capricorn (Dec.22-Jan.19): Outrageously, your enemies will expe-
rience monetary gain while you are left in the dust. Pick yourself up,
ind go play Mortal Kombat.

Aquarius (Jan.20-Feb.18): Forevery moment youstall yourchancesr

will decrease. Quick action and wise decisions are called for now.
Pisces (Feb.19-Mar.20): Things aren’t really as bad as they, appear.
Love will float into life the way pollen clogs allergic noses.

mechanistns: which result, for ex-
ample, in the logic supporting the
locking of all residence halls. Re-
member that, if there were no theft,
hypothetically. there would be no

need to lock anything. The activi-

ties of the SJB will be eventually
determined by our actions as a
community: composed of both in-
dividual inappropriate behaviors

and the community response to -

such cases. Allow me to point out
some specxﬁc empmcal evidence
thatreflectsupon the Bard commu-
nityasa whole— thebalance sheet

of the campus Barnes and Nobles
Bookstore. On this comparative

statistic, Bard is nahonally ranked

#1 for mmdence of theft. We,asa

community, should consider the

possnble correlation between theft

in the bookstore and thefts else-
‘Why don't we

know what movies
‘are playing?
Dear Bard Observer:

WhynotexchangeSeanO'Neill's
pithy fiction* with some vital

information...such as what movies
areplaying(Fri/Sun)intheStudent
Center. Maybe this info isn't de-
livered toyourdoorstep, butlknow
you have feet. And, I assume a

_phone Go forit!

: Lilan Fnedland
*AKA: A Strong Weekly Senes

Dear Lllan

The Observer would love to in-
form the student body of what the
Film and Entertainment commit-

tees have planned for each week-

end, but it is difficult when they
don't hang posters until after the

-- paper comes out. Do you know
Scorpio (Oct.24-Nov.21): If it is true that love is blind, then you

whom we should call to fix this?

~ Please let me know, and I will re-
serve a space each week for a list-

ing of the movies and bands that
will be playing. I won't, however,
remove Mr.O'Neill's Another View
pieceforthatinformation. Hxsstory,
like this letter from you, has every

- right to be printed. If you have any

further comments and concerns,
please write again.
Jeana C. Breton
Editor-in-Chief

“Let’s keep the doors unlocked” —
literally and metaphoncally Itis

my hope that the Bard community
will act supportively towards the
realization of thisgoal of individual
responsibility.

[Students should refer to the SJB
Guidelinesin the Student Handbook
forfurtherinformation. Asheetcalled
“InitiatingaProceeding with theSJB”
is available in the Dean of Students
Office, and will soon be made avail-
able through your Peer Counselors.
Contact Kapil Gupta, SJB Chair, or
Shelley Morgan, Dean of Students,
with questions or concerns]
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* Walk For Health. Sponsored by Bard's Athletic department Meet in E *x Anyone for cricket? Cnc.ket lovely cricket...every Sunday Insnde or near
- front of Llldlow, 8.1Sa Walk lasts for 45 mmutes, wear comfortable footwear. Stevenson Gym, 3:30p. Contact Damnath (752-7348) or Shehreyar (752‘7275)
for more 1nformatlon
* French '!'able. Klme Presndent's Room. 5.30-6 30p. . N o
* Holy Eucharist at Churth ‘of St. John the Evangelist 10a.
* Michael Groth Ph D candidate at Bmghamton University, will gwea lecture .
entitled "The Interpersonal Politics of Slavery, Manumission and Abolition in * Schola Cantorum Choral musicin the Bar a Chapel 6p-
Antebellum Dutchess County, New Yor " Ofin 202 6p. : -
o ‘ = - ~k Commumty Eucharist Bard Chapel 7p.
* Arts Symposmm. Paul Brach, pamter, writer, professor and admlmstratOr ) ’ :
w1ll lecture on hlS work Ofin Audltorlum, 7p ) * "Tomh of Caiaphas." Dlscussxon of the ossuary of fhe hlgh pnest who
- _presrded at the tlme of ]esus death Bard Chapel, 7p.’

* A.W.E. Meetmg BardsEnvnronmental club rneets every Wednesday Albee'; . e
Social 7p )

% Constanqe Berkley will give a lecture ent1tled "W.E B Dubois: Black is 7 * ObSEWG" Staff Meeﬂns Must bnns your own goat cheese- Th'rd Floor
Beautiful.” Dr. Berkley is a poet and founder of the Harlem Writer's Guild.She °f ASP“'M“ 8"-

currenitly teaches African and Islamic L1terature and Africana Studies at Vassar T
Olin Audltorium, 7p.

dent le Support Group for students w1th or recovenng from eatmg
~ “disorders and for students dealing with issues of weight, appearance and body -
- image. Come to talk or listen. Upstairs in the Student Center, 5.30—6 30p.

* Scottish Countl'y Dance Club. Léarnj jigs, reels and strathspeys w}'_tlle )
hstemng to tradmonal Scottlsh Musnc. Manor LIving Room 7.30-9.30p

% Luis Bunuel screenlng. See Bunuel's "Woman Wlthout Love " 1951
Preston, 7p.

* La 'I'avola l'l‘aliana E Convérsazione Kreep your Ttalian up—to—date

* il!lman I'-‘orm. 'An exhibition of pamtmgs that deplct the human flgure w-ll be
- --on view. Proctor Art Center Last day of this show

x Distmguished Guest Lecturer Series, Richard L. Schmalensee, Professor

_ of Economics, MIT, will give a lecture entitled, "Recent Developments in Energy and  * A.W.E. Meeting. Bard's Enwronmental club meets every Wednesday Albee
- -Environmental Pohcy Levy Insl:rtﬂte, 8p Socia!, 7p.

~ ;f’,‘

% offeehouse sponsored by the Bard Col]ege Folk Socxely, deKIme, 9p. If * Constance Berkley will give a lecture entltled "Zora Neale Hurston and Ama
y u'd like | to perform, please contact Dave Loebell by Campus Mall or call 752-7352 Bontemps Harvestmg " Olin Audrtormm, 7p.

* Bard's Chrlstlan Fellowshlp w111 meet thls T'hursday Bard Chapel
. - H 30p. Everyone is welcome, Chrxsl:lan or not

* Walk I'-'or Heaith Sponsored by Bard's Athletic department Meet
front of Ludlow, 12 15p Walk Iasts for 45 mmutes, wear comfortable footwear.

* Anthropology Film. "Small Happmess is adocumentarya e o
wornen in a Chinese vnIlage The second in a three part series. Ofin 203 7p

* "P!aying' Witfﬁfl?iré.“ Two one act plays by August Strindberg. Bard
 Scen2 Shop Theater, 8p. Play runs through Oct. 5, with a 3p matinee on Oct. 3.






