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Among Bard College's numerous accredi-
tations, a distinction of a more dubious na-
ture is now applicable. According to infor-
mation given to Deanof
the College, Stuart
Levine, by the Barnes
and Noble Bookstore,
Bard has become the
shoplifting capital of
college stores in the
northeast region. Theft
at the bookstore on
campus reached an all-
time high last year as the amount of mer-
chandise stolen passed the $100,000 mark
over the 1991-92 year.

"It is sadly dissonant for me to talk to
varieties of people about the positive quali-
ties of Bard students and to observe this
level of theft," commented Levine during an
interview Tuesday morning. "It is difficult
for me to say thisabout the institution L have
come to know so well, but now I have no
choice. Ican't disregard thefacts before me."

Levine had been contacted by Barnes and

“We can just accept
four more students.”

—-Joel Rush, upon hearing that
Governor Cuomo cut Bard's
state aid by $100,000.

* Inside *

the bookstore had completed its inventory
assessment. They found the results to be
extremely shocking and disturbing. When
the sales receipts from last year were com-
pared with the inventory, a discrepancy, or
"shrinkage,” of $115,695 wasrevealed. Barnes
and Noble essentially lost more money last
year than it would cost to pay four years of
full tuition at Bard College. The greatest
amount of theft occurred in the trade paper-
back department: $41,000 worth of fiction
and gift books were stolen. Text book
shrinkage amounted to $17, 213.
Compared with other college bookstores,
Bard's own statistics are even less flattering.
According to Levine, the industry wide col-
lege bookstores suffer lossesaveraging 2.5%
of sales. In the northeast region the average
percentage is 1.88% Except for Bard, the
highest percentage in our region is 5.9%.

~

Stealing here at Bard more than doubles that
figure, with our bookstore reporting a per-
centage that is 12.73% of sales.

“The amount of stealing is enormous,”
stated Levine. "Maybe I have been terribly
naive," he continued, admitting that he had
notbeen aware that the shoplifting problem
wasso extreme. "Barnesand Nobleand Bard
College can no longer afford to be so naive.”

According to the store manager Steve
VanDenburgh, Barnes and Noble's reaction
has included rearranging the supply section
and changing store fixtures in the general
reading room. An electronic "inventory con-

Noble towards the end of last semester after -

Five fihger discount

trol system" has beeninstalled, which Levine
priced at $20,000. When asked if security
cameras or other measures might be imple-
mented, VanDenburgh comunented that "all
options are open" but hopes that the current
measures will be enough to curtail the theft.

Since inventory is only taken once a year,
VanDenburgh was unable to comment on
whether or not the situation has improved.
He did stipulate that all of the losses from
last year were "absorbed"” by the store, so
that they do not affect current prices. How-
ever, if the problem persists, he stated that
"other ways will be reviewed." Any student

This magnetic "inventory control system" was recently re-installed at the bockstore to curb theft.

caught shoplifting will be referred to Secu-
rity and the Student Judiciary Board. If any-
one witnesses someone stealing, he or she is
encouraged to contact the store manager
"under the strictest of confidence."

Levine could not stress enough his disap-
pointment and confusion over the stealing
epidemic. "It doesn't fit with my 29 years of
work on this campus,” he said. it doesn't fit
with my view of Bard students and what this
institution is all about.” His office has been
drafting a detailed memorandum that shall
be sent to every member of the Bard commu-

continued on next page
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* Residents of the Oberholzer base-
mentdormitory returned frominter-
session to a frigid surprise. Some-
wrongwiththe
heatingsystem,
leaving the
roommns freezing
in some of the
coldest
weather of this
winter.
1.isa Basani, a freshman, returned
.to Bard on Thursday, January 28.
She had requested a room transfer
for this semester, and walked into
her new room, finding it cold. She
began to unpack still wearing her
coat, finally calling Buildings and
Grounds2 hours later. “Thereisno
heat in Oberholzer,” she told them.
Later she called back with a more
specific message—only the
Oberholzer basement was without
heat. By Friday there was still no
heat, and she wore layers to sleep.
OnSaturday,lukewarmair was
emanating from one of two vents
in the room. The heat was not
sufficient, especially in the sub-
zero temperatures, so on Monday
she called again. A crew from
Buildings & Groundscame to turn
onafan. Warmairbegan to circu-
late, but the basement is still on
emergency heat. In order to

maintain room temperature, the
thermostat has to be set to about
80 degrees.

The two above ground floors
have individual heating units in
each room, but the basement

Bacon received a
smallspace heater
from B&G, while
Basani and her
roommate put
plastic over their
windows inanat-
tempt to reduce
the draft. Many
residents study
and spend their
free time in the
lounge because it
is too cold to stay
in their rooms.
ChuckSimmons,
Director of B&G,

said that the heat-

partsarrived a few
days ago. Evi-
dentlyafancontrol
wentdead, leaving

If you can't stand the ¢old, turn up the thermostat.

rooms have small vents, severely
limiting temperature control.
Some residents prefer cooler tem-
peratures, but there are no op-
tions to increase the heat for those
who prefer warmth.

Kim Bacon, a sophomore, said
thatshe waschilly, butrather than
calling B&G in the interests of
comfort, she called because she
was afraid of becoming sick.
Basani echoed her sentiments.
“Saturday night the temperature
was -15,” she said.

Students have been resourceful
in attempting to heat their rooms.

The Jerome Levy Economics Institize of Bard College

SPRING 1993

LEVY INSTITUTE LECTURE SERIES

4:00 p.m. Lecture

Friday, February 26, 1993

Kathryn M. Dominguez, Professor of Economics,
J.F. Kennedy School of Government,
University will be giving a lecture on "Does
Central Bank Intervention Increase Volatility of
Foreign Exchange Rates?"

) Part of a free lecture series - everyone is welcome.

Harvard

the basement cold.
B&G does not have enough space
heaters to furnish all 12 rooms, but
they have been doing; the best they
can with the resources have.

Basani feelsthatcontact with B&G
has been minimal. Students have
received no details as to when the
repairs shall be completed, and the

has been slow.

Hopefully the freezing situation
is over in Oberholzer. Simmons
seems optimistic, and residents
become more comfortable daily,
as the heating improves and they
acclimate to the temperatures.

L Tad

Bookstore
theft cont.

continved from first page

nity whichoutlines the facts of the
situation and his own feelings
about this "very severe situation.”

Ironically, Levine pointed
out that the College brought
Barnes and Noble to Bard four
years ago specifically to im-
prove the services for the stu-
dents and faculty. They refur-
bished the bookstore at no cost
to Bard and have made the
services "a thousand percent
better." "They are sticking with
usdespite this problem," stated
Levine. "Our campus commu-
nity has to be responsive to
that fact." ”
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Classifieds & personals

Interested in submitting to
Papier Mache, the French literary
magazine? Send your poems,
short stories or essays to profs.
HerveCampagneor Odile Chilton
by February 28th. The author’s
name, phone # and title of the
work should be written on an at-
tached index card. A vos plumes!

GLOBAL STUDIES—En-
gland, Kenya, Japan, China, Costa
Rica, India, Israel. Self-designed
study, emphasizing ecksperien-
tial education, social responsibil-
ity. Self-designed study programs
incorporating virtually any field
of interest. Credits transferable to
your college. Friends World Pro-
gram. Box ABC 239 Montauk
Hwy., Southampton, NY 11968.
(516) 283-4000.

Summer Hoysing Wanted

The Bard Graduate School of
Environmental Studies is in ses-
sion June 23 through August 24,
1993. A few students will need off
campus housing for a that period.
One student will need housing
for a shorter period of time—July
24th through August 25th. If you
wish torentorsubletanapartment
or house for this time period,
please see Bette in Sottery 101 or
call Ext. (483) 758-7483.

Anyone who is interested in
participating in a poetry reading
that might take place in deKline
sometime in the eventual future
should send a note to Lisa Kerezi
or Mary Catherine Ferguson

- through campus mail.

The Poetry Room

Yes, you too can comeand listen
to poetry’sgreatest hits of the 20th
century and beyond on vinyl, reel
to reel or cassette every Wednes-
day from 4-7pm or every Sunday
from 5:30-8:30pm in Olin 101, the

Hey Graham Cracker Isthmus,
OO0O0OPPS! Sorry. I didn’t know,
really honest, [ didn’t. Geez, I'll
never go to your room again. I
have a complex now. Signed, the
boy with the short complexion.

Do you have a Physiology,
Anatomy, Molecular Bio or Cell
Bio text that you want to sell? I'll
buy anything in good condition.
Contact box 1079.

Missingza blue-gray camerabag
containing a Canon EOS with
telescopiclense. Leftin Stevenson
Gym on Thurs. the 4th. Substan-
tial reward. Call 758-0772.

Onceagain, Happy Birthday (2/
17) to Gloria Gomez!

Joseph Iannacone, Why is Pep-
permint Patty a lesbian? Mona
Amin

“Youdon’tlockmein theprivies
anymore!” -Snow-Sucking!- after
5 only - shoot my stick baby, just
don't complain about my ability
when you run out of elephants.
VDD was the best-except for the

«worst.

You just call, out my name and
youknow whereverlamI'llcome
running - Spring, summer winter
or no phone call.

Ephen, Do you consider your-
self to be a racist? Please support
your answer. Sincerely, Nicole E.
Newburg-Rinn

Feeling unloved? Call ext. 374,
Fridays8-10pmandjoin theInsult-
o-Rami. 2 hours of intense
whiplash will annoy as you've
never been annoyed before. Give
us a try. WXBC 540 AM—the
louder the better.

nod if you can hear me..




ThefollowingisatranscriptofFeb-  that 1 had a uniqueness all to my
ruary 12thattheStudentCenterptior  gyn, that I could composemy own

tothefirstshowingof SixteenCandles, - ove songs, and that1 wrote poetry
: i a 1983 John i, the dark, to the outside world, 1
Hughes film. ya53a donger, a gook, a chinaman.
Gabe Wardell when | found out that the Film
is the head of Committee was digging up a tired
the film com-  Agjan character from Hollywood's
mittee while racist archives, the memories of
JamesChangis  alienation and self-hatred loomed
anofficialinthe  gyer my head as it did in 1983. It
Asian Amerl~  became all too apparent to myself
) - can Students  and tomany Asian-Americanpeers
Organization. Approximately forty  hat today, in 1993, we still have to
to fifty people stayed to watch the  contend withignorance, oversight,
film. About twenty-five people 5aW  and prejudices of Anglo-American
Prettyin Pinkand TheBreakfast Clubin  society,
Olin. Thefollowingisbasedonatape  The Asian-American Students
recordingand,excluding “uh”s and - Organization opposes the Film
repeated words, is faithful to what  Committee’s decision to show Six-
was said and reflects the grammati-  toen Candles. The racist depiction of
calorstylisticflawsof speech. 3 Chinese exchange student is lim-
Wardell: Hi. I'd like to thank ev-_ iting, shallow and altogether a dis-
eryonefor coming,and I'veinvited  torteq Euro-centric view of Asians
James Chang to come speakonbe-  in America. It displays the igno-
half of the AASO before the film  rance and lack of interest in Asian-
and then, afterwards, [ have some A merican community and is a re-
rerarks I'd like to say. flection of ignorance about Asians
Chang: I saw Sixteen Candles for  jn general. The gross depictions are
thefirsttimeinseventhgrade.And, , viplation of our complexity as
like many of you, I laughed at the humanbeings. They systematically
* fumbling Chinese exchange stu- and continually reaffirm what
dent, Long Duck Dong. Ilaughed (Chinua Achebe has called the po-
because it wasn't me. Isoon found  gjtional superiority of one group
out how wrong I was. It was any-  gver another, emphasizing the su-
thing and everything that white premacyoftheonebydisregarding
society wanted me tobeor thought  he essential humanity of the other.
Loughtfobe. And, althoughIknew

v
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, rings, holograms,
Mon~Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5
329 Wall Street, Kingston, NY
ph. (914) 339-0013

-Star Travel

914 876-1500 / 758-6808

Red Hook

31 East Market NY 12571

And, since the Asian-American
population is relatively small and
concentrated in a few geographic
areas, these images have an espe-
cially devastating impact. They
form the dominant Anglo-Ameri-
can impression of Asian-Ameri-
cans,and that servestogiveforceto
the concept of the inferiority of
Asians.

Weareaffected by this portrayal,
no doubt about it. The media is so
powerful because it plays a domi-
nant role in shaping the Asian-
American self-image and defining
society, and for them. Just try to
imagine and even identify our an-
ger. Whatdo theseimagesdotoour
senseofidentity? Ifallweseeonthe
big screen are the gross depictions
of Asians, we begin to repudiate
our own culture. Who wants to be
a subject of tidicule? Who wants to
be a curiosity item, a freak show? It
is then, in the midst of this self-
hatred that many of us search out
for another identity than accultur-
ating the Anglo-norm. You have
propagated and popularized these
grotesque images for so long with
suchrecurrent frequency thatmany
Asian-Americans have uncon-
sciously accepted themand do not
even realize the true extent of rac-,
isminthemedia. Andsoeffectiveis
the brainwashing that Asian-
Americans have actually builtup a
tolerance for racist depictions. You
make us repudijate our own race,
our cwn culture, and our own
identity by refusing to presentusas
a whole. Though most of us ac-
knowledge our race and under-
stand its implications in white so-
ciety, we don’t kowtow, we don’t
useforked chopsticks,and wedon't
speak in stilted fortune-cookie
aphorisms. Wearenotfreakshows.
Wearenotcuriosityitems. Andour
cultureisnotsomething tobestared
down condescendingly at the end

Correction

“The Simon’s Rock Incident”
in last week's Observer incor-
rectly stated that a woman secu-
rity guard wasamong the victims.
Shesuffered critical wounds, but
later recovered and is now recu-
perating at home.

In our haste to take the article
to press, the details of the inci-
dent were not properly
corraborated.

of a dinner table. My Korean first
- name is [pronouniced] Yook-yung,.
And my last nameis [pronounced]
John. So I'd appreciate it that you
don’t bang a gong every time you
hearit.Iknow thatmany of youstill
don’tunderstand, or still think that
we we are over-reacting. The fact
that you think that only reflects
your igriorance of our culture. It
only reflectsyour prejudicesof what
aminorityshould be:silent, passive,
persevering. Butitalsoreflectstheir
abilityand their tendency toextract
themselves from the art, from the
film, and, inevitably, from the per-
son the film oppresses, the slant-
eyed wonder. It is a point of irony
that white liberal progressives who
alsoabhortheseimagesarethesame
people who criticize us for being
too Asian, for being clannish in
forming our own organizations.
We, on the other hand, only seek to
understand our own selves, our
own culture, that has largely been
ignored, or in many cases stigma-
tized. The only way to create our
own image is by creating it our-
seives. So when you progressives
stop at our race conciousness, you
are, in fact, subjugating us, pre-
venting usfromdefining ourselves.
The fact that the Film Committee
chosetoshow thisfitmisnotamere
oversight. It may apologize pro-
fusely, as they have been, as they
now have been confronted with
public outcry. But, when the Film
Committee shows Breakfast at
Tiffany’s, a film in which a white
actor [Mickey Rooney] dresses his
hairin black, scotch-tapes his eyes,
and butchers our language, it tells
the Asian-American community
that pre-existing discriminationand
cultural assumptions thrive in the
minds of the committee members.
By rehearsing, by rehashing, and
reproducing the stereotypes that
havehaunted Asian-Americans for

decades, the Film Committee dis-
played notonly an anti-Asian bias,
but also the lack of imagination,
depth, and innovation.

On behalf of the AASQO, I thank
you for your time.

Wardell: Thank you. [just wanted
to get some opening remarks my-
self and let everybody proceed.

When James Chang approached
me with a complaint about screen-
ing Sixteen Candles, at first I was
puzzled. Sixteen Candles ? 1 figured.
And then it occurred to me. Al-
though I hadn’t seen Sixieen
Candles since my high school years,
I realized his point. The exchange
student is indeed portrayed in a
very negative, very racist connota-
tion. Due to my own short-
sightedness, my own racism, and
my own insensitivity, it did not
occur to me, or to the other Film
Committee members, that Sixteen
Candles contained objectionable
material that may be offensive. But
once it was pointed ou, it is so
obvious. I am honestly ashamed
and embarrassed at the oversight.

I want to apologize to anyone
who may be offended by any of the
stereotypes depicted by John
Hughes in this film tonight. The
AASQO is sponsoring other John
Hughes films in Olin, and I invite
anyone who so desires, to go. Nev-
ertheless, given that the Film Com-
mitteeStatementof Purposedearly
reads, “We hope our films will en-
tertain as well as provoke interest
anddiscussion," [invite you tostay
and learn from this unfortunate
oversight.

{ wanted to thank James Chang
for giving me, and you all, the op-
portunity tolearnsomethingabout
ourselves. Hehas taught meagreat
lesson thisevening, and I'hope that
we can all view this film with an

4th, and something will be

ub. To avoid mistakes, it would be greatly
clubheads would submit a short description of their
ng events. Please send to Jeana C. Breton before

ould also like to take a5 many group/club head
ble of clubs, so PLEASE inlcude a date, time and
place of a meeting if cliib heads are willing to do this.

Thank you for your time and cooperation!




Nineteen-year-old Pamela
Chaplin is from Montgomery,
New York (a small town about
fifty miles north of New York
City). SheisaJunior Il unmoder-
ated psychology major. She used
to be a drama major, but changed
majors because the drama build-
ing made her sick. Her reason:
#..I'mallergicto cigarettesmol
Shedxd however, act
in ‘dentity Crises,
Women Behind Bars,
and an ensemble piece.

Chaplin, who re-
cently cut her own
hair, came to Bard
becauseshe “wanted
tobe in the middle of
nowhere,” and has a
uniquequality—she
really loves Kline
food. She says the
bestthing about Bard
is freemovies, and the worstthing
is Moderation.

Chaplin took courses at Colum-
bia University while attending
highschool, butsays that herbest
working experience was being a
camp counselor at the age of
twelve. She describes the posi-
tion as "...being in charge of nine
little gu'ls who absolutely adored
me;itdidalotformy self e

Andy Costell, claims that he
*existed before time existed,” but
is really twenty years old. He
describes himself as “Funk-
aliscious.” When asked why he
smiles all the time, Costell said it
was his outlook to life: "some of
which is bullshit." He is a sopho-
more Il drama major from Palo
Alto, California who came to Bard
because of its close
proximity to New
York City, where he
wants to live some-
day.

Costell origi-
nally wanted tobea
writing major, but
"he was never ac-
cepted into any of
Bard’s creative
writing classes. He
feels he was “des-
tined to be a drama
major,” especially since he haas
. beenin over thirty playsand did

technical work for ten. His first

acting part was that of a

townsperson in a 5th grade

performance of Aladdinand the
Magic Lamp. At Bard, Costell
has played a nun in Marat/Sade,
and will be playing Sara in The
Actor’s Nightmare, which will
be featured at the theatre

- sometime in May.

Costell is also an avid bike rider

Her friends call her “siily,” but
Pamela insists that she is a
“deeply, feeling, caring indi-
vidual.” She also admits, how-
ever, that when mad she has “a

" vicious temper.” Her most vio-

lent experience, she says, was ac-
tually a dream in which she “beat
theshit” out of someone shedidn’t

like.

Chaplin has had
the same off cam-
pus boyfriend for
two and a half
years. Mostofher
money is spent
calling and visit-
inghim. Although
long distancerela-
tionships are usu-
ally known not to
work, she says the
secret to success is
”talking to each
other every day, and seeing each
other every week.”

Besides school and her “signifi-
cantother,” Chaplin’sother inter-
ests include: pinball, swimming,
rowing, and painting watercolor
landscapes and abstracts. She lis-
tens toNational PublicRadio,and
is a member of the Zen Jugglers
and Actor's Improv. After Bard,
he hopes to travel to Italy.

and owns 3 bikes. He considers
biking just a hobby, but admits
that he is constantly “"thinking
about, riding, fixing,
buying...bikes." This interest be-
gan, he says, in 6th grade, when
he got a newspaper route that
continued until he was in 11th
grade. His most recently pur-
chased bike cost $850 used.

Due to his par-
ents' decision.that
his grades werenot
good enough,
Costell had to take
last year off from
Bard. He went to
Montana to work at
American Village,
USA where he
taught French kids
English as part of
an immersion pro-
gram. When that
job was finished, he bicycled 474
miles to Glacier Institute wherehe
taught elementary school kids
about ecology. He says he was
out of place because the other
workers were science majors, but
soon found he was a good teacher
"regardless of what I knew."

Soon it was time to return to
Bard. His friends were happy to
have him back because he's " just
plain a fun guy, simple, loveable,
and a hell of a hiker."

Although theStevensonlibrary has
been complete and functioning since
the begmnmg of l:he sernester, much
of the dust re-
mains  un-
settled. The
sounds  of
power drills,
chainsawsand

the new addition as Kellogg and
Hoffman undergo renovations.

When the old libraries reopen after
the serester ends, things will look a
little different, especially in Kellogg.
The most noticeable external change
vwllbethemrthwalioﬂ(eﬂogg.whlch

is being dismantled and rebuilt to
matchthebrick wallsof theStevenson
facility.

Mostof thenoise, however,isdueto
the removal of the old elevator, the
replacermentof lighting units, and the
installationof heating;, ventingandair
conditioning ductsin the floor, which
students have been requesting for
years. The formerly vaulted area of
Kellogg, which allowed for a view
fromthefirst floor up to the third, will
beinterrupted witha concretedeck to
providemoreshelf space. Finally, the
area occupied by the front desk and
Jeffrey Katz's former office will be-
come the all-night reading room.

Theall-nightreadingroomwillhave
seating space for twenty students, as
well as a bathroom. Overall, it will be
“fairly spartan,” withatilefloorrather
than carpet and the old library furni-
ture. Katz hopes that this will “lessen
the temptation to {vandalize} the
room.” Healso promises that, despite
the rumors, students will not have to
carry theirownlampsacrosscampus;
light will be provided.
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Aside from these changes, every-
thing else will look pretty much the
same. “Peopleshouldn’t worry about
things they're familiar with disap-
ing, Thefishbowl, thecakshelves,
and the metal floors upstairs—all of
that will be the same,” said Katz.
Over the coming months, library
staff members plan to bring a few
thousand donated books out of stor-
age in the basement of Blithewood
and Tewksbury. Although none of
themoney fromthe Stevenson library
fundraising efforts has been ear-
marked for new acquisitions, Katz
stresses, “Now that the building is
complete, we will be seeking dona-
tionsforthecollection...and wewould
like to have more student involve-
mentinwhattheoollectionlookslike.”
Katzencouragesstudents who find
the collection lacking an important
bookorperiodical tofilloutapurchase
requestformatthereferencedesk. He
explains, “We have never made a
concerted effort in the past to involve

students fin making dedisions about
acquisitions], but we will try to honor
any request for a book that is reason-
ableand in print.”

Katz specifically would like to see
more terialssothat, “When
studentsare finished with theirMarx-
Engels reader and just want toread a
detective novel, they can.”

There are a few details that can
make using, the libraries a little easier.
The books presently accessible to
students in Stevenson include litera~
ture, philosophy/religion, art/archi-
tecture, photography, film,economics
and sociology. The record collection,
musicalscoresand periodicalsarealso
available for immediate student use.

Anyonewhoneedsbooksstillinthe
Hoffman and Kellogg libraries must
file a request at the desk before 3:30
pan. in order to have the book the
following evening by 600 pm. Al-
though this is inconvenient, none of
thebooks is entirely off-limits, and as

continued on page 10
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* Last semester 36 out of 51 clubs were granted allotments from the
Convocation Fund, compared to 44 out of 61 for the spring semester.

* The average allotment per club in the fall 1992 semester was
$1,504.86. Spring 1993's average allotment proposal is $1, 083.23.

* According to the Constitution of the Student Association of Bard
Coilege, a club budget must bear the names of at least five club
members. Only 16 {26%) of the 61 submitted budgets for the spring
1993 semester were constitutional. (see Constitution, IV.D.2.a.i.)
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Another View

The opinions in the following column are
solely those of Greg Giaccio and not the Ob-
server. .The grammar belongs to James Joyce,
and the style is Henry Miller’s.

Qver the intersession, I had the good
fortune to run across an actual, really
royal, bona-fide princess. I asked her for
an interview, and she graciously granted
it. However, she did ask thatIchange her
name to protect theidentities of theguilty.
So, I am not revealing her
country of origin or her
name for her sake.

‘Me: A lot of Americans
don’t understand why
modern countries continue
the tradition of monarchy,
especially a figurehead
monarchy. Quranti-monar-
chial roots go back to the
birth of our country. I be-
lieve it was Patrick Henry
whosaid, “Royaltyisabout
as useful as a snake’s arm-
pit.” How do you respond
to such criticisms?

Princess: Those accusa- :
tions come from generations of inbreed-
ing between criminals expelled from
countries like mine into countries like
yours. People just don’t realize the duties
a princess or other royal personage has.
Besides having to wavealotand bepresent
for bridge openings and such, we have to
memorize all the rules of etiquette and
follow them. This means that we have to
restrain the impulse to curse in front of
low bred gutter swilling peons who we
represent. Wearentallowed to order out
for pizza or Chinese food. And we can’t
kick back in old sweatpants to watch
Hawaii 5-0 reruns on Saturdays. Al-
though, we can watch them in tuxedos or
ball gowns. And certain dukes are al-
lowed to watch TV in polo outfits from
the backs of their ponies, but they must
forego the right to kill a stag on the Royal
lands for a fortnight.

Me: Gee, that sounds rough. But don‘t
you think that getting a salary that would
make Ross Perot gasp offsets these minor
discomforts?

Princess:-Sure, I get paid millions of
pounds...I mean what would be pounds
if I were English, which I am not...per
year, but what the Hell can I spend iton?

Featured
Columnist

Dead Goat Notes

It's not like my handlers will let me use it
to buy tickets to Summer tour with the
Grateful Dead. They won't even let me
tour with the Viennese Opera. My house
and wardrobe might be worth a fortune,
but 1 can’t hock the crown jewels to buy
a half decent digital watch. I'm trapped
in a gilded cage! Sometimes, I just want
to get out, mix it up with the peasants
and eat store-bought crumpets.

Me: There have been numerous accu-
sations that you are having
marital troubles with your

- husband, Prince Charl...

Princess: Bubba, let’sjust call
him Bubba.

Me: As long as you think
that Americans won’t confuse
him with their President,
Prince Bubba it'is. But it has
been alleged that you have
slept around behind Prince
Bubba’s back. That he is look-
ing to divorce you. That you
live in separate parts of the
palace.

Princess: These are the kind
of rumors spread by the

shameless tabloids for which our coun-
try is notorious.

Me: So, are you saying it's not true?

Princess: No, it’s true alright. However
much like the Bard Observer, the people
in my country don’t think that tabloids
should be allowed to print the truth. For
instance, I have cheated on Bubba, but
we're supposed to. We're royalty, we
have mistresses and stuff. It's in our
handbook. I didn’t particularly want to
sleep around behind his back, or ears as
the case may be, but it is part of my duty,
like opening malls. Secondly, if he wants
to divorce, he can go ahead. The mon-
archy thrives on divorce. King Henry
VHI got divorced, and he is considered
one of the greatest kings of England. I've
seen his codpiece before, and let me tell
ya, he really was great.

Me: So, you are saying that you're not
against the divorce?

Princess: No, but I'm sure it won't sell
as many souvenirs as the wedding. Be-
sides, I get to keep the kids, the cash and
the title, but I don’t have to put up with
all this bowing, curtseying, begging and
scraping stuff, It could be worse. I could
have married King Henry VIII

e N
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11 More Days to Go,
and Counting

by EphenGlennColter
Queer-+

Everything is not copacetic. lamannotan
angry black man, on the contrary, I am pri-
marily human and conscious of my cultural
differences. And Ihappen to beaware of the
usesof angeragainsta foelike Bard. Let'snot
forget that as black students we are making
history here at Bard. Anger may not be our
full being, butitisa valid one,and aresource
in the fight against racism. Sometimes I am
moreaware than othersof arage “tabeatcha
‘till ya beautiful, but black,"people rarely
have the time to relax and enjoy a pure
emotion. They are usually inextricably com-
plex and entangled.

I wish there were such a thing asintellec-
tual relaxer. 1 could get all this
tenderheaded political
nappiness on the fac-
ultylevel toexcludeme
andotherstudentswho
need a little peace and
quiet. We're trying to
study, remember? At
least keep it down to a
dullroar, orkeepit tied
up and get it outta my
face. 1 prefer the
Wednesday evening
conversations with fac-
ulty this month to the
everyday hair-raising
struggles or the hair-
losing stress. I don't
caretobeinvolved with
such pathological im-
maturity. Getyourcol-
lective acts together,
comb through your
network of Ph.Ds AND GET AN AFRI-
CAN-AMERICANIST on thiscampus with
adecent salary to make up for all the inde-
cent exposures they will have to ignore to
stay sane.

And while I'm on the subject, I'd like the
folks up in Ludlow—and you know who
you are—to stop asking and approaching
the “accessible” black students on this
campus (whatever that means) to initiate
anything and everything multiculti and
trendy to get you tenured, a promotion,
rehired, or just “in good” with Leon and
Stuart. (If you feel guilty upon reading
this, then baby, this means Y-O-U. Seeme.)
Why put us in asymmetrical positions of
power to make you look good if not to
extend the means to an end to racism? If
you want to be helpful, ask the powers that
be why they fired the only African
American maleon the faculty? As "liberal”
as ‘ole Bard, is they still only have one
tenured black professor to speak of.

Yes, this institution of higher learning—
that's Bard, baby, a pillar of salt on the
intellectual horizon-~depowers black
peopleassurely asitdeflower virgins. Just
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like all other institutions in the US of A. It
is the nature of the beast. Asawhite person
you should have figured itoutby now: you
are caged up with it. Itis the monkey on
your back, the monster under your bed,
and the road kill you cannot help but stare
atand don’t think to stop for. You'relucky,
black folks is chained to the damn thing.
Some black folks end up chewin off limbs
togetaway fromit. Butnevertherightone.
Asamiddlecdlassblack maleingood health,
1 feel lucky, I know why the caged bird
sings. .

I have history here at Bard. Did you
know that Mathew McDuffie was the first
African Americangraduateof St. Stephen's
College in 18897 Did you know that we
have a tradition of fascinating Black and
Latino Alumni/ae? Many of them have
been contacted to at-
tend the Black
Alumni/ae day this
Saturday. I was sur-
prised at the number.
Bard certainly didn't
tell the BBSO about
them. But we didn't
ask. So now we're
asking. And?

And oh, for all of
you conceited intel-
lectuals who think
that "intellectual” and
“thought" are syn-
onymous (I am refer-
ring to Infrastructure)
you can kiss my black
ass. I know the power
oflanguageand so do
you. Ijustdon't think
of it as a privilege.
There is a diversity and plurality of intelli-
gence in the black community which will
not be appropriated by language. That's
why rap cannot be confined to poetry or
music. Rap is rap on its own aesthetic
terms. Thereisintellectual thoughtassurely
as there is intellectual movement (I'm a
dancer, remember?) or intellectual intui-
Honsforsurvival. AssureasbeinglnSearch
of Qur Mother's Gardens. The point of the
title of BBSO's journal is in part to validate
and acknowledge thedevelopmentofother
intelligences out there, exterior to thecushy
world of fuzzy "warm" black people,
exterior to our opportunity and access to
power. We know they're out there, and
they know we're in here. And we're all
workin on where we came from and who
we are--not just to Y-O-U—to each other.

Well, IguessI'mcomingoutofthe closetas
ablack man. Thisis my leisure. Don'tlet me
putonmyblack tieand tails. Andplezsedon't
make me have to get one of my friends to
break out her seventies jumpsuit and seven-
inch platform heels. See ya tonight with
Leon and Saturday with the Alumni/ae.

To be continued next issue
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Aries (Mar.21-Apr.19) Your strength of mind may help you even when your friends
don t. Consxdermg yourunique circumstance, I find action tobe reasonable, particularly
when it comes to money.

Taurus (Apr.20-May 20) Like the Gypsy Queen, you still have a need for the earth
things in life: Fresh air, the earth, and lots of money. These things the Gypsy predicts for
the spec:al times of glee and frenzy.

Gemini (May 21-Jun.21) Love, disloyalty, warmth and passion all are intertwined as
your love life heats up with the fire of desire.

Cancer (Jun.22-Jul.22) Money will just fall into your hands if you dnly let it. Madame

. the Gypsy Queen wishes it so.

Leo (Jul.23-Aug.22) Your strong leadershlp capabilities lead you above the rest of the
pack: your frierids will look to you for advice just as the masses flock to the Gypsy Queen,
the teller of all truths, good, bad, and sexy.

Virgo (Aug.23-Sep.22} Ah, the virgin. You are in college now; get it over with. Other
than that, this week will be normal.

How WI" we caII |t'?

If it's a girl then it'll be...and
if it's a boy...
by Leos Rousek

How would you name a country? It depends. First of all there are not many of us who
would even bother to think about such things. Nevertheless, this year in January, asa result
of the VelvetDivorce, the problern with the namehasbecomea hotissuefor 10mitlion Czechis
living in the western, larger part of what used to be Czechoslovakia. They began to ‘refer’to || .
their new country as the Czech Republic. What a clumsy name! Should the English version |
of the name be used with the definite article even though there are noarticles in Czech? This
is, of course, the least important problem arising with this name. But there is something
almost mysterious about this name. Let’s have a Iook at those who began the story first.

During World War I several wise men cruised around the war-stricken Europe begging
theallies’ governments for support to fulfill their dream. They dreamt about a cornmon state
for Czechs, Slovaks, Germans, Jews, Poles, Hungarians and Gypsies independent from the
about-to-die Austro-Hungarian monarchy. What a lofty dream! Eventually, the honorable
gentlemen, led by Tomas Garigue Masaryk (who was later to become the Czechoslovak
president), harbored in America. There the Czechoslovak Founding Fathers summoned
supportfromWoodmeﬂsmyCzechandSlovakunm@antsto make thedreamalive. At
the ‘social science laboratory” somewhere in Pittsburgh the Czechoslovak nation was
invented and therefore Czechoslovakiabecameareality. Seventy fouryears later thecountry
of this name does not exist yet and only the main rallway station in Prague named after
president Wilson reminds us of the help Americans gave to the late lady.

Three score ard fourteen years after the first among the Founding Fathers, ‘tatichek™
Masaryk, invented the home for all Czechoslovak citizens, his ‘true” fellow Czechs found
themselvesabandoned intheCzech Republic. Theyareatalosshow to call theirowncountry.
They are haunted by their loneliness which they were not used to before. Finding the name
for themselves has truly become difficult. Most of the Czechs stilf call their country
Czechoslovakia. Othersbegan using thegrammatically incorrectand afterall ugly-sounding
term Czecho. Some use the term Bohemia (in its Czech equivalent Cechy), but because this
isa rather local term for the western half of Czech republic (the eastern one being Moravia),
it verges on the border of political incorrectness. Someone proposed a name Czechia but
someone else rejected it on the ground that this name though sounding sweet in its Czech
original, resembles too much Tsechai, the German colloquial name for the Czech Republic,
which makes the whole issue so truly Central European and so Czech at the same time.
Historicatly 1000yearsold Czech Kingdom was traded for Czechoslovakiain 1918so that the
republiccould beestablished and all minorities including Germans could feel safein the new
political formation. And now when there are no Germans of the Czech Republic citizenship,
the name less clumsy than the former one is rejected because it sounds too German. |

One after another the proposed names are dismissed and the Czechs feel sad that after
having invented all that ‘stuff about Czechoslovakia they are unable to think of a new
invention. They feel again that history is playing dirty tricks with them, and soon they will
be confined to their notoriously dark humor (which by the way almost died in the wake of
the post-1989 euphoria) to relieve that absurd tension caused by the name hunt, loneliness
and Ged knows what else. Let us hope that this time the anecdotes will bring a name for the
country, because the Czech Republic is truly too clumsy and too uninventive. What do you
think?

*the Czech equivalent for "little father” (the Czechs adore diminutives)

Madame the Gyp Queen’s Weekly Horoscope* * *

bra (Sep.23-Oct.23) Your easy-going, low-stress lifestyle will bring you a long life,
and a substantially lower chance at gettlng cancer during your middle age.

Scorpio (Oct.23-Nov.21) When engaging in potentially dangerous activities, don’t let
hot blood overflow. Wear that condom.

Sagittarius (Nov.22-Dec.21) The all-knowing, all-seeing Gypsy Queen is forbidden to
disclose the name of the tall, dark stripper that you will meet this week. Look in the Bard
Faces section.

Capricorn {Dec.22-Jan.19) Your stubborm attitude can only bring you tremendous
difficulty. If you walk on water, you will get wet.

Agquarius (Jan.20-Feb.18) Beware of lycanthropy, for you must study the ways of the
disco dancer— there is much you could be mistaken about. If your birthday was the
recently passed Valentine’s Day, romance was probably involved.

Pisces (Feb.19-Mar.20) You must not eat fish-hooks, metaphoncally and literally
speaking. The Gypsy Queen, knower of all thmgs, must warn you that since you are a
fish, you must never leave the water.
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theBard Theaterof Dramaarxi Dance
presented “SeascapewithSharksand
Dancer” by
DonNigroand
directed by
Sarah L. Smith.
This play
starred Ean
Sheehy as Ben,
and
Kammer as
Tracy—the en-
tire cast of this play.

Simply by glancing at the playbill,
I must admit that I automatically
made negative preliminary judge-
ments about the play; from my past
experiencesof watchingaplay witha
cast of no more than two, I did not
have high hopes for its success. Un-
fortunately, my intuitions were cor-
rect, thoughIcould notbe sureof this
until the final scene.

Theactionof “SeascapewithSharks
and Dancer” in the first sceneimme-
diately caught the audience’s undi-
videdattention,asanyopeningscene
should. Agginst the recorded ocean
sounds in the background, a man
carries in a woman who is not only
soaking wet, but also unconscious.

installationartist, sculptor,and writer
Vito Acconci spokein the Olin Audi-
torium about
his work. The
lecture was at-
tended by a
large number
of students,
professors and

community.
Acconcifirstgaveabrief historyof his
work, explaining his progression
fromonestage to thenextand how it
was made. The auditorium was
dimmed and slides shown, moving
from his early works to more recent
proposals, joined by the artist’s corn-
ments on sources of inspiration, ra-
tionale behind the various designs,
and reasons why certain proposals
might have been rejected. Accondi
then spoke for a short time on his
philosophy of art, reading excerpts
from an eloquent essay. The lecture
closed with a question and answer
period.
Accondi started out in the late six-

February 13th through the 16th,

Elissa .

membersofthe -

Weassume that the man has rescued
her from drowning in the ocean. He
placesheronthecouchandleavesthe
room. The woman then wakes up
and calls, “Service!” The man reen-
ters and she snaps, “What are you
looking at?”

Atthis point, I felt disgusted by the

sequence of actions and dreaded the
actions to come which would revolve
solelyaround thewoman'sargurmen-
tative attitude. Sadly, my suspicions
were confirmed. Tracy (whose name
theaudience officially learns after she
hassleptwithBen)bitchesand whines
to poor Ben throughout the entire

tiesasa writer, mostlyof poetry.Inhis
work, Accondi felt a gradual shift in
concern with the words and their
meanings to the importance of what
they attempted to represent, as well
as with the spaces introduced by the
surface of the written page. He saw
the shift from there to visual art asa
natural one, and became concerned
with the relationship between the
artist, the work, and the viewer.Fora
timemuchof Acconci’swork featured
him as a component, in pieces that
would nowbeclassified performance

art, but which were then something
new. Acconci spoke of his concern
with the treatment of art, and ex-
pressed frustration that art can so
often be used as a method of main-
taining class barriers, as well as of
raising the perpetrators of art to a
level above that of the viewers. “Ev-
erything I hated about art,” he ex-
plained, could be represented by the
formula, “Art asreligion, artwork as
altar, artist as priest.”

In the mid 70s, Acconci began to
aim his work more at the viewer,

play. The main question is, why does
thistortured soul putupwithall of her
crapand allow her tostay with himat

his house and be his girlfriend and

housemate? What can he possibly see
in her? Perhaps if this question were
answeredinsomeway,shape,orform,
"Seascape with Sharks and Dancer”

the interaction of a viewer
or audience with a given piece. This
led to “viewer activated” art, where
the observer could initiate activity in
a piece by sitting in a certain place or
working a mechanism. Accond’s
sense of irony is evident throughout
his work, which often has the charac-
teristicof assaulting the viewer's sen-
sibility, a prankish reminder of what
is happening in the viewer's own
society. This interest in community
relationships figures strongly in
Accond’s later work, which focuses
on communal spaces and private
spaces, the spaces we all use day to
day.Muchofthisbodycentersaround
the theme of housing space and the
meaning of private property.
Acconci’s essay stresses this point,

the class barrier in art, ways of re-
claiming the spaces which others
would limit, the concept of “public
space in a private time.”

Vito Acconci is this semester's
Milton AveryProfessorof Artat Bard
and will be working with the senior
class on their projects. Wt

might be more interesting.

Perhaps the writer, Don Nigro,
wanted us to feel sorry for this irate
witch by allowing her to tell her ‘sad’
story to Ben. I personally do not see
whatissotragicaboutagirl whoruns
away fromhomesimply becauseshe
is not living up to her family’s expec-
tations. It would be one thing if she
were physically or mentally dam-
aged—then her psychotic nature
would make more sense to us. But
her so-called problems just do not
justify her constant ranting and rav-
ing about nothing.

Benisequallyirritating because he
just sitsand takes all the garbage she
spews out at him, which he does not
deserve. He wants her to stay, even
though she talks about leaving him.
Now I ask you, what normal human
being would want such a lunatic to
stay with him? Even if he were en-
joying the free sex,  have a hard time
believing that any man would keep
this evil seed around for more than
threedays.Perhapsif “Seascape with
Sharksand Dancer” were trying tofit
in with the Theater of the Absurd, it
wouldbesuccessful. Butinitsatternpt
to be realisti, it fails miserably, be-
causetheaudienceisunabletodeduce
the reasoning behind this nonsensi-
cal behavior.

With all of its faults, though, “Sea-
scape with Sharks and Dancer” does
have its shining moments. In the first
scene, Tracy accuses Ben of NOT
raping her. She dlaims that he did not
do so because he is a ‘eunuch.’ Ben
makes a comeback (one of his few, so
it should be noted), “Ididnt rape you
because you are homely." Okay, so
perhapsyouhadtobethereinorderto
fully enjoy this particular dialogue,
but it was amusing in its own way.
Another importantmoment comesis
thatin which after shetells the story of
her life as an allegory. She, then asks
him to tell her his. He began,”Once
upon a time there was a bewildered
youngman(hewasbornwithabewil-
dered look on his face). He saw a
looney bird one day and pulled it out
of the water; all it did was shriek and
shriek." Inessence, theonly highlights
of this play were those times in which
Ben insulted Tracy. Sad, but true
enough.

I must mention that the actors, Ean
Sheehy and Elissa Kammer, did their
best with this horrible script. I cannot
imagine a better portrayal of these
empty characters. There was nothing
thatthey could havedonetomakethe
play better; it was clearly
unsalvageable. 7.
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and Daisy's favorite bands was
playing, and the tickets werenon-
B P refundable, so
these three
brave people
set out in a
small car to
make their
way to the
Mid Hudson
) Civic Center
despite the cold air and heavy
snowfall. On unplowed roads
they drove slowly toward their
destination. Along the way they
would have listened to a Phish
bootleg, but the tapedeck wasn’t
working, so they turned into 101.9
instead. It was a Bon Jovi “Keep
the Faith” Valentine’s Day week-
end on WPDH much to theriders’
dismay,butthey listened anyway.

The drive went slowly. The car
passed at least three vehicles that
had skidded off the road. It was
dark, and there really wasn’t
much scénery to look at anyway
except the few passing cars, most
of which only had one headlight.

BARD OBSERVER

oey,George,

onv , too, .
They talked only of the weather
and past experiencesof drivingin
the snow. George swore that in
his hometown the roads would
have long since been plowed and
sanded, especially since it was af-
ter five and the highway workers
could get paid overtime.

Finally, they arrived. To avoid
the crowded parking lot, they
parked on the street about a half
of a block away from the Civie
Center. They were notsure it was
legal to park there, but they hon-
estly did not care.

Just outside the door, George
bumped into three people he
knew. There were introductions,
but no handshakes. Joey and
Daisy went in to collect the tickets
they had reserved at the begin-
ning of the week; were it not for
the reservations, they would not
have been able to get in -- the
show was sold out!

Tickets received, they entered
thebuilding. Itlooked likeasmall
gymnasium that smelled like a
circus. There were some bleach-
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ers, but most of the floor was
opened up so that people could
dance. The stage set-up was the
same as it had been at Phish's last
few concerts — their equipment,
large speakers, ceiling lights and
decorated sheets of plastic in the
background. Therewere theusual
number of tapers who seemed to
have just as much equipment as
the band itself, if not more, and
despite the terrible weather, the
place was packed.

After finding a round-about
way to the bathrooms, Joey and
Daisy found seats from which to
watch theshow, and George went
walking around to talk to other
people he knew. At8 p.m., when
the show was supposed to start,
there was still no sign of the band,

. and several groupsof people were

still engaged in hacky sack com-
petitions. Atapproximately8:30 a
D], named Mark C{ltalian some-
thing), rom WPDH cameonstage
to announce that the band would
be out soon, but it was hard to

. understand him because the vol-

ume on the microphone was set

up so high.
About fifteen minutes later

Phish finally appeared on stage.
The crowd crowded in closer to
the stage, theoverhead lights went
out, and the stage lights came on.
First red, then blue, then yellow,
then green, and back to red again.
The band began to play. George,
the avid fan of Phish, had goneoff
somewhere to break the "no
smoking" rule, so Joey and Daisy
were left to keep a set list them-
selves; neither having very good
knowledge of Phish songs or lyr-
ics. They were not very successful.
They think the opening song was
"I Saw You."

There is something, however,
thateveryone should understand
about the band Phish, and that is
that there is no way to justly de-
scribe their music. They once did
alotof Led Zepplin covers. These
days they create their own songs,
which are made up of some stuff
that sounds like jazz, other stuff
thatis very psychedelic,and other
musicand lyrics that simply have
a bouncy feel to them. It's nice to
sway (or bounce) to; it is even,
under certain circumstances, good
to meditate to. The only real
character flaw in their music is

Art supplies

The Hudson Valley's largest dealer in fine and graphic art materials: paints,
brushes, canvas, sculpting supplies—offers 20% discount to Bard stadents.*
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ten y
sible to figure out what the lyrics
are.

Joey and Daisy were thinking
about this a lot as they watched
the show and held their hands
over their earsina meagerattempt
to drown out the ringing and fig-
ure out what songs were being
played. There were ten songs in
thefirstset. Onewasanacappella
version of "I Didn't Know That I
Was That Far Gone" after which
there wasa very interesting "plas-
tic solo" by the drum player,
Phishman, who had a sheet of
heavy plastic that he waved in
front of the main microphone for
all the audience to hear.

Another interesting thing oc-
curred when a harmless girl de-
cided to dance her way across the
stage right before the last song in
theset. She was whisked away by
amember of the stage crew before

*security people could get to her.

After that, the band played a song
Joey thinks was "Run Like an
Animal Out of Control."

Nothing unusual happened
during intermission; the space
around the food concessionbooths
wasfull,thelinetotheladiesroom
was long, there was no line at the
men's bathroom, and security
guards had to helpa drunk girl to
her feet when she nearly passed
out on the floor.

The second set was much like
the first except that this time
Phishman did a solo on a
vacuum. Also, the stage crew
dude, who had whisked away the
dancer, threw three large
beachballs out for the crowd to
play with. After seven songs the
second set ended, but because
Poughkeepsie was Phish's last
stop in the northeast for awhile
they did an encore.

Theencore(inJoey, George,and
Daisy's opinion) was by far the
best part of the show. The band
did a rare performance of their
famoussong "HARPUA"inwhich
a cat runs away from its owner,
goes out into the street and meets
Harpua (a large fish), miracu-
lously kiils Harpua, and then gets
so excited about the whole ordeal
that it has a heart attack and dies.
After this they sang "Amazing
Grace” a capella, and performed
"Good Times, Bad Times." In the
words of a nameless member of

" the audience, "It was a real treat

and a good send-off for Phish."
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As the Bard men’s basketball
dwindles mercifully to a close, a
minute should be taken to high-
light some of
the  bright
spots in a sea-
son which on
the whole has
not gone very
well.  The
team’s 0-20
record does
: 1ot do justice
to the team’s dedication and deter-
mination. Bard Collegeand its stu-
dents should be proud of every
member of the team who perse-
veres fo the very end of the season.
Over January, the Blazers
played nine games in all. Two
games presented especially good
opportunities to win, but never
the less, Bard went down uncer-
emoniously to Albany Pharmacy
74-61, and by just a single point
66-65 to New York Polytechnic.
On Monday night, Bard faced a
St. Joseph's team which was just
2-17,and according to theircoach,

AR
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Free Delivery Now
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since November."”
Things looked
right for the team
to come through
with a win, but
alas it was not
meant to be. Bard
managed to keep
it very close in the
first half, cutting
thelead to 4 twice,
but by half time,
the score was 36-

Athletic Conference in
both scoring (16.5 PPG)
and rebounding (9.3
RPG). Junior Jamell
Kendrick is averaging
11.4 PPG, and Purdom
averages nearly 10 Points
pergameand 6rebounds.
In recent IAC individual
rankings, Ray Gable was
ranked among the lead-
ers in assists, and Ronald
Reese was ranked fourth
in NCAA, division III for

28 with the Blaz- steals.
ers down by 8.

In an effort to g N . Volleyball
close the gap and — AR '
create turnovers, Roger Scotland (l'ight) iDCkiEl under the hoop for another board. The Bard men's volley.
the Blazers used a ballteamplayed their first
full court trap throughoutthesec- score was Bard 53, St. Joseph's71. games over the precious week.
ond half. In many instances it Highlights of the game for Bard Their first match was an uncer-

worked, giving Bard the ball, but
many other times the press was
broken, resulting in easy baskets
for St. Joseph's. With just a few
minutes remaining, Bard began
t0 foul St. Joseph's players in the
hope of poor free throw shooting,
but St. Joseph did not cooperate,
hitting a string of free throws in
the closing minutes. The final

'Fencing from the stands

Pencing isa very engaging sport,
butitcanalsobeconfusing towatch,
especially if you are not familiar
with it. And
since there
seems to be a
resurgence of
interest in
fencing  at
Bard, it might
be useful to
givethecollege
. communityan
overview of what goesonata typi-
cal fencing meet.

There are three teams at a men’s

Deli &
Pizza

included Roger Scotland’s 13
points and 15 rebounds, “Bucky”
Purdom’s 15 points and Jamell
Kendrick's 9 rebounds and 7 as~
sists.

Over the course of the entire
season, Bard basketball players
have turned in some solid perfor-
mances. Senior Roger Scotland is
in the top five in the Independent

meet, each one fencing a different
weapon. There are foil, epee and
sabre men’s teams at Bard, but
women have only a foil fencing
team. Each team is made up of 3
fencers, barring substitutions, and
each fencer will fight 3 bouts. So
each team fences 9 bouts, for 27

emonious defeat, 11-15, 2-15, 1-
15, at the hands of a report-

led the team with 16 kills and 7
blocks. Theteam finished infourth
place in the tournament with a
record of 1-3. Coach Carla Davis
commented that she observed
“moments of greatness” in her
team early in the season, but feels
there is a strong potential for im-
provement in her team’s play.

Squash-

Thesquashteamhad onematch
last week against Haverford on
Sunday. Bard dropped the match
2-8. The wins were scored by
fourth seed David Ames, 15-11,
15-13, 18-17, and eighth seed
Shehreyar Hameed, 15-8, 15-11,
15-11. The squash team’s next
match is on February 20th in the
New York State Championshipat
Cornell. Good luck.

edly very good Ramapo team.
The team also played in an
1AC Tournament on
Valentine’s Day in which
Bard got its first win of the
season, 11-15, 15-9, 11-15,15-

13,15-10, versus Mount Saint Yeshiva
Vincent. Sebastian Salazar Wed. 2/24 - at Mt. St. Vincent
Fencing
Sat 2/20 - at Baruch

other safety gear to protect Men's Squash
themfromhavingcertainbody | 54t 2/20 - NYS Championships at
partsaccidentally cut, gouged Cornell
out or impaled.

Foil fencers wear metallic
lames when fencing, while Men's Basketball
epee and sabre fencers wear Sat. 2/20 - hone v. NJ Tech
Pplain white jackets. Both foil

(Sports Schedule)

Fri. 2/19 - home v. Sacred Heart
Sun. 2/21 - at Brigdeport w/

ed.-Sat. 2/24-2/27 - 1AC Tourneb

\

Volleyball

total bouts. Ob- and epee
viously, which- 6 Fencing is sort of like fencers are
ﬁmi‘:ﬁ jazz. There have always dhqoked boutp—
ails. So, f been a small number of ll.mng_a u d
prevatss. 50, for people in America who t €re 1s a cor
examplg, the have understood and ap- running from the
epee "::;a sabrel preciated it. But [as far as] lf:;ltto? of the
e Wemontyotpeoplego— s mapon
in a close tour- that’s where we’ve had our p d the back
nament—say,4- problem... % then o the end of
Y, then to the end of
5 each-—and if , the strip and
the foil team —FHope K;z::gg?:ﬁ; eventually reach-
wins 6 of its ingamachinethat

bouts, that
school would still win the meet
(6+4-+4=14 bouts out of 27).

In an individual bout, the frst
fencer to get 5 touches wins the
bout. The fencers get on the “strip”
facing each other, Both are “suited
up”—wearing jackets, masks and

signals touches
by and on the fencers. Whenevera
touchisscored, the machinebuzzes
and a colored light goes on.

In epee, scoring is fairly straight-
forward; one light against the op-
ponentequalsonepoint,and if both
lights go on together, both fencers

score a point. Foil is a littde more
complicated;only the lamed partof
the body—the trunk—is a valid
target. If a foil hits another part of
the body (ouch), it is considered
“off target.” There is still a buzzing
noise,butnowawhitelightgoeson
and no point is scored. Instead, the
action is stopped by the Director,
who determines where the off-
target action occurred, and the
fencers startagain where the Direc-
tor tells them to. This is why foil
fencing sometimes confuses spec-
tators: itseemslikea pointhas been
scored, but the scoreis unchanged,
and the fencers continue to fight.

What about sabre? Well, [ know
very little about sabre, so that will
be next week. ¥
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Boys will be boys
(and v:ce-versa)f

regarded as characteristxc of men or boys, as’ stnen
boldness, etc marﬂy, vn-i[e o

by Matthew Appie

Iflhadmy way, the above twqdeﬁmuons, taken
New World D:channry, d_be e!munated fron
language 'i‘lme and :

Yes,ltlslme ’riﬁatlm!ln_
befenm!e andlnever will,

bitterand Cymcal to € s
have to.be a woman

roles are not mutuaﬁy éxd ;
other, not just as men and wome

the human equation. Inali yourachons th ughts remember_‘:
that more important than b'emg a man ‘or'a woman is being; |
human. Rather than wasting time definin :each other, pe0p1e ;
should focus on letting their mdlwduahty :
Humans cannot survive in a vacuum;, people need people, andfl
peopleneed to stop telling other peopleto view themselvesbased :

on the preconceptions of others.

—Anoteon confrontationsand anger—Don't cbnfuée anger with.
violence. Passive resistance or “turning the other cheek” does:not |
mean toacceptpunishment; it channelsanger, withoutviolence, into
afirmresolutenessto change whatiswrorng. Dr. Martin Luther King, |
Jr.,among others, proved the effectivenessof hon-violenceasa force .
for change. People do not need to confront and attack each other to

hold a conversation or to argue a point. .
\ )

Editorial

Just a little squirrely

by Matthew Apple

At the beginning of the spring semester, I moved into my new room on the third floor of Potter in Stone Row. My
new neighborsare the friendly sort, always helpful and understanding, but at the same time sort of weird. Imean, the
guys upstairs are just plain strange. Maybe it's just me, but they seem to get a tremendous kick out of scratching their
floorsat2in themorning. Iswear they evenscratched theirway into the wall between meand thebathroom—how they
managed that is beyond me. I heard high-pitched shrieks a couple of times, too. I won't even ask about that.

Atfirst, my upstairsneighbors’actionsdidn’tbother me, but then Ibeganto ponder thequestion, Whatif they actually
broke through the ceiling while slept? Not to put them down—they do keep me company at all hours of the night— -
but I think it'ssomewhat rude to be scratching, clawing and biting at the half-inch plasterboard above my head while
Imattempting toget some restafter a hecticday. I started getting paranoid, even fearful formy safety. Considering that
the stairs stop at the third floor, these guys must be pretty strong if they can reach the fourth floor without the help of

aladder.

Nervesshaking, I tremulously queried my third-floorpalsif they knew of my friends upstairs. “Oh, thoseguys? Yeah,
well, we gotused to the scratching aftera year. So will you.” They said there wasnothing to worry about. After all, they
figured, Bard wasn’t concerned enough about building violations to do anything about it, so why should we?

That made me feel so much better. My heart setat ease, I now slumber peacefully at night, undisturbed, almost, by
the sound of tiny little claws scratching, scratching, scratching away.

Simon's Rock
coverage
faulty

Dear Editor,

I'mwriting this letter inresponse to -

the artidle about the Simon’s Rock
incident. Since coming to Bard I have
found that many students here don't
really know what Simon’s Rock is
about.It'satopratedliberalartscollege,
thataccepts students as college fresh-
man upon finishing 10th and 11th
grade, It is a very intense academic
environment, with highly dedicated
teachers and gifted, unique students.

Last December one of those dedi-
cated teachers, Nacunan Saez, and a
unique Simon’s Rock student, Galen
Gibson, weremurdered ina random,
senseless act. It's very difficult for me
to comprehend this; words explain it
very dearly. We are beseiged with

violenceonadaily basis by the media.
We become fascinated by the details.
Who did the killing? What were they
thinking?Whatwastheweapon? How
many bullets were shot?

No answering of these questions
eases my mind. Two people that ]
respect have been murdered. I have
hadmymemoriesof themviolatedby
thegunman and by journalists. Ican't
stand to hear another word about
Wayne Lo. Your article did not even
mentionthenamesof the victims, You
didn’t mention that Nacunan Saez
was a well-known scholar (although
you thought it pertinent to mention
hissexual preference},an Argentinian
fluentin five languages. You failed to
recognize that Galen Gibson was a
leader, within his own unitarian
church, and at Simon’s Rock, or give
any insight as to who he was at all.
Was. Past tense. A beautiful, healthy,
happy, 18-year-old, dead. Senseless,
random violence. It is journalists who
helpus toremember thekiller’sname

and to forget the names of those who
are killed for no reason.

Finally, 'm very disturbed that I
was in your article without
being formally interviewed. There I
was in Kline, putting ketchup upon
my french fries, when my neighbor
asks me how I feel about security
measures taken by Simon’s Rock in
response to the shootings. I thought
you were asking me a question for
yourself, I was not informed that we
were having an interview. Had I
known, I would have madea strong
statement of support to the college,
whichnotonly helped to shapemein
many positive ways, but is in the
process of healing and moving on.

Noanswers are found through ex-
amining what happened that day.

thatitcanactuallyhappen,
and that the killer can get his face on
T.V,, and we will all }ean forward in
our chairs to hear the sordid details.

Parker Ramsey

continued from page 4
Katz joked, “maybe this will keep
students from procrastinating.”
Arnothersmallinconvenienceisthe
conversion from the card catalog to
computers. Because the library is at-
tempting to phase out the Dewey
DecimalsysteminfavoroftheLibrary
of Congress system, some of the
available books cannot be found on
thecomputer. Theconversionshould
be completed by September, but in
the meantime, check both the com-
putersand thecard catalogs for titles.
Referencelibrariansarenowavailable
from%am.to9p.m.Mondaythrough
Thursday and from noon to 5 pm.
Saturdays for anyone having prob-
lems locating materials.

Inthebasanentamlombdacam—
pus phone and a pay phone, as well
as a machine where cards for the

jer can be purchased, The
cards cost $1.00 each and any value
can be added to them. As well as
keeping people from having to carry
apocketful of change, the card canbe
usedforregtﬂarphotocopl&sandfor
film. Be

makechange, so if you putin $20.00,
you are the proud owner of 200

Thus far, reactions to the new
Stevenson library have been favor-
able, “People are saying what I ex-
pected them to say. They like the
inside better than the outside, but

the inside isa real surprise, I think.
The people seem comfortable; the
atmosphere is a lot like a living
room,” said Katz.

So, what remains to look forward
toin the fall of 1994? There willbea
total seating capacity of 300-—twice
that of before; a music room with
cassette players, turntablesand afew
hundred compact disks, represent-
ing a broad range of musical styles;
and a video room with VCRsand an
expanded video collection to be lo-
cated on the 3rd floor of Stevenson.
And for the upcoming seniors, don't
worry; the carrels you have been
waiting forsinceL & T willawaityou
in the fall. o>



Racism at
Bard

Dear Editor,

. T would like to respond to the
column, “It was SAID, it was
LOUD, it was MEANT,” by say-
ing that I resent the statements
made by EphenGlennColter-
Queer+ printed on February 10,
1993. According to these state-
ments, inbeing whitelamaracist
regardless of what action I take
towards persons of any race. If I
walk past an African-American
and fail to say hello, [ am a racist.
If I do extend a greeting I am
merelyrelieving myselfof the guilt
that I feel for being racist. The
problem that I have consists in
wondering what the hell I can do
without being called racist. Un-
fortunately, my interpretation of
this column leads me to believe
that I am unable to do anything
but be racist in any situation that
Iencounter witha member of any
race other than mine.

In “It was SAID, it was LOUD, it
was MEANT" is there perhaps a
frace of the author’s own latent
racism through his failure to
mention those discriminated
against becauseof theirparticular
multi-cultural or racial back-
grounds? Yes, I realize that there
is racism on campus and in this
country worked by hands of sev-
eral different colors, and that
something does need to be done
about it, one suggestion being a
more culturally diverse curricu-
lum and faculty. I also, however,
realize that an individual cannot
bejudged on thebasisof hisorher
color, religion or sexual orienta-
tion, and no, I'm not just saying
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that as a “pathetic display of de-
nial.” I don't need anyone to do
any sort of condescending white-
people-black-people-yellow-
people-brown-people work for
me, thank you, and I can only
hope that, being the Caucasian
authorofthiscolumn,Idon'tdrive
anyone insane.

‘Thank you,
Susan Goedel

Letting
it fly

To the Bard Community,

I want to thank Ben Schwabe for
taking the time to write his letter to
the Observer. While I honor all opin-
ions, it’s nice to occasionally hear (or
read) something positive. So to Ben,
thank you for your time, your will-
ingnesstotakea chance,and foryour
honest and soulful words.

BeforelIrespond to theletter writ-
ten by Amy Pfeffer, it should be
said that when I approached her
after reading her letter, she agreed
to speak with me. This dialogue is
still in process, 50 in responding, I
wish only to address some of the
misconceptions her letter ex-
pressed, and to say a few words
about the tone in which these
opinions were communicated.

Iwasputoffby whatIconsidered
to be the childishness of her letter,
for whatI felt more acid than ideas
as I read it. [siclHowever, between
lashes she raised some important
questions about men’s work that
are concern to many people. Her
issue about our use of the ritual
processes of other cultures, in par-
ticalar the Native Americans, is a
good one. She wrote that she as-

___ADog's life. By David Draper.
veez Thate) How can Lf5 cold, T+5 Wwet, |
anybady T+ makes +he ~

Hate spe
o 4]

roads creppy

| cated. Butsimply because you per-

Letters

sumes that the men’s movement is
based on fear and insecurity; this is
wrong, but it is a misconception
held by many people, women es-
pecially. She raises an issue of per-
sonal importance to me when she
questionshow menin themoverent
deatl with and respond to the femi-
nine, both in themselves and as it
manifests in women. But the most
important issue she dealt with (and
the one about which she was most
unfair) was around people (men or
women)healing theirchildhood/ life
wounds. To make the blanket as-
sumption that such work is “New
Age” (whatever thatis) or to assume
that such work is merely blameful
and/or ineffectual in nature is inac-
curate at best; it reflects her inexperi-
ence in such matters.

I am preparing a small series of
articlesinwhichIwilladdressthese
issues, for theyareall important.In
those articles I will also address
other issues that people have ex-
pressed concernabout,suchashow
the NW and Woman Within
trainings can be funded, why they
are so expensive, and how the two
trainings work togetherin the lives
of boyfriends/girlfriends, hus-
bands/wives, etc.Iwill address the
issue of race relations and how the
men’s movement is building a safe
place for men of all cultures and
backgrounds to educateeach other
and heal our social wounds. I will
deal with the many questions that
have been raised about our use of
the terms “warrior” and “king”’—
and indoing so, Iwilladdressone of
the central purposes of the New
Warrior Training—this being the
difference between the Old and the
New Warrior, and why itis essential
that we recognize that the Old War-
rior, whose power came from domi-
nanve and destruction, is obsolete. I
will explain why it is necessary for
many men of our culture to become
MORE mascutine BEFORE they at-
tempttointegratetheirinnerferninine.
This will include a description of the
feminized male, or the man who tries
too hard to be liked and to please
women, and the explanation as to
why he is as poor a model for man-
hood as is the macho bully.

After some of the experiences I
have had with people who have
come to me wanting to talk about
NWT, I now need to set a few

" boundaries. I am still open to hear-

ing what people have to say, and
thisincludesall feelings. However,
I need you to know two things: 1.
Though I am interested in your
opinions, lamnotoffering toamend
my own simply because yours are
yours. I promise that I will hear
what you have to say, and | will
judge all of your ideas fairly and
with respect—and on some points
I'm sure I will continue to be edu-

The Bard Side
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ceivesomething to be truedoesnot
make it true, and it’s not my job to
validate something that I disagree
with. Thisprobably soundsobvious
to many of you out there, so don’t
personalize this—IF IT DON'T
APPLY, LET IT FLY. 2. Since the

men’s movement is a large and for’

the most part only spritually con-
nect network of men around the
world, I cannot pretend that I can
speak for all of it. I made a mistake
last year when I wrote that “Wein
the men’s movement are commit-
ted to...," for while I believe that
this is true, there are within the
movementthreedifferentbranches:
1. the mythopoetic, 2. the men’s
rights, and 3. the pro-feminist/gay

STI\CKPEOPLE™S STRANGEST
INVENTIONS

\ |~ EYE-PATCH

THE
NICOTINE

men’s movements. [ believe that
we share a vision of the world that
is safe for all people, but we have
very different approaches to creat-
ing this world. The mythopoetic
branch is what the media usually
refers to when it speaks of “the
men’s movement.” I can speak for
thisbranchingeneral,and theNew
Warrior Network in particular.

ook forward to getting to know
more of you throughout this se-
mester. May youbeblessed onyour
journeys and may your missions
reflect your vast potentials, HO!

Peace, '
Bruce Kusnicki
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CALENDAR

 PRESENTED BY THE DEAN OF STUDENTS OFFICE

"% WEDNESDAY. FEBRUARY 17 %

FEBRUARY 17 TO 24 *

« % German Table. A bit of the Fatherland here in Kiine's College
Room 5:30p.

% Sorry, no Ammold. It's Austrian Film Week and you can celebrate by

. 'seeing "A Woman's Pale Blue Handwriting" (Axel Cord, 1984). Based on the
noveila by Franz Werfel. Olin 202 at 6:30p. All Austrain films will be
subtitled for the German impaired.

* Panel Discusslon. An interdisciplinary exchange of ideas abour
- African Americans in Olin 104 at 7-8:30p. Moderated by Ephen Glenn
Colter.

* Forum. If you didn't likeyour high school civics course, then take part
in the Budget Forum. It's never dull. in Kline Commons at 8p. Oh, and
there are going to be elections too.

* BAGLE Meeting. Bisexuals, Activists, Gaj;s, Lesbians, Et. al. will meet
each week at 7:00p in the Club Room in the Oid Gym.

* THURSDAY. FEBRUARY 18 Kk

* Austria, Ja Wohl! It's Austrian Film Week and you can celebrate by

_ seeing "Franza" (Xaver Schwarzenberger, 1986). Based on the novellaby
Ingeborg Bachmann. Olin 202 at 6:30p. All Austrain films will be
subtitled for the German impaired.

* One of our own. Documentary Filmmaker Harvey Edwards (class of
'51) will present some of his award-winning films. The hihglight being the
world premiere of his just-completed film, "Pagan Rites in Vermont's
Northeast Kingdom.” Preston Cinema at 7p.

* SMACES Meeting. Sexual Minorities Aligned for Community
Education and Support will meet each week at 7:00p in the Club
Room in the Oid Gym.

‘% Videos for Black History Month will be shown at 7:30p in Olin 203.
The videos are "Shadows" and "Imitation of Life."

- % See ya in Austria! Why read the novella by Gerhard Roth when you
can see "The Quiet Ocean” (Xaver Schwarzenberger, 1986) for Austrian Film
Week? Olin 202 at 8:15p.

% FRIDAY.

FEBRUARY 19

* Student Center Movles! Kick back and watch the Film Committee's
Hitchcock double feature. Includes "The Lady Vanishes," which was Alfred's
last movie, and "Marnie,” starring Sean Connery. In the Old Gym, 7p
showing only.

* SATURDAY. FEBRUARY 20x

* Discusslon. "Keeping a foot in reality: How to Survive as a Black
Student at Bard." Part of Black Alumni/ae Day. 1:30p.

* Black Alumni/ae Day continues with a reception in the Olin
Rotumnda at 4p.

* Performance by Bard Black Alumni/ae and Undergraduafes In Olin
at 5p. ‘

* Learn Chapel tunes. Spiritual fulfillment through song. Bard
Chapel at 6-7p.

* Non-denominational service. Join in worship with your fellow
theists. Bard Chapel at 7-7:30p.

* Student Center Movwles! See "Yaaba," directed by Idrissa
Ouedraogo. A haunting and refreshing tale of rural African life in honor of
Bard Black History Month. Old Gym, 7p for non-smokers and 9p
for smokers. In Moore with English subtitles.

*x MONDAY. FEBRUARY 22 % :

* Observer Meeting. Write, take pictures, draw cartoons or wear silly
hats made of newspaper at 6p in the basement of Tewkshury.

* BAGLE Meeting. Bisexuals, Activists, éays, Lesbians, Et. al They
meet at 7p in the Club Room in the Old Gym.

* Fiction & Theater. "Blood Samples" will be presented in honor of
Bard Black History Month at 7:30-9:30p in Olin 104.

* TUESDAY. FEBRUARY 23 x

* The Revolution will put you in the driver's seat. BRACE
(Bard Revolutionaries Against Capitalist Exploitation) meets at 12-1:30p
in the Kline Committee room.

* Discussion. "Blacks, Lesbians and Gays" will be sponsored by the
working group on the POC weekend at 6:30-8:30p In Olin 102.

. * \WWEDNESDAY. FEBRUARY 24 x

* Panel Discussion. An interdisciplinary exchange of ideas about
African Americans in Olin 104 at 7-8:30p. Moderated by Roger
Scotland.

* BAGLE Meeting. Bisexuals, Activists, Gays, Lesbians, Et. al. will
meet each week at 7:00p in the Club Room in the Old Gym.

SHUTTLE VAN SCHEDULE






