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-~ mation comes from,”

by Matt Apple

= -

The softball players have to go

“ to Tivoli. The soccer players have -

to go to Rhinebeck. The students
getanewlibrary (eventually). The

© -+ librarians just get headaches.

i~ “When students hear that the
new library will have a comput-
erized catalog, they think ‘Great!
Everything’sautomatic!” Butthey
don’t know where all that infor-
said an ex-
hausted Linda Crow. As the
cataloguing librarian, Crow isre-
* sponsible for keeping track of all
thebibliographical information of
the approximately 180,000 vol-
umsés in the Kellogg-Hoffman
Library. With the aid of her one
- assistant, Crow uses two personal
computers to ‘transfer all books
presently in the- Dewey Decimal
system into- the Library of Con-

. Computer
(OCLQ). Butthatdoesn’tdecrease -

- ‘gress system. The computers in
the basement of the Kellogg wing
send information directly to the
largest database in the country in
"Dublin, Ohio, called the Online
Library Center

Crow’s work load by any means.
“All the information we send
to OCLC will be used by a com-

putersystemsexpert, who we will

have to hire, to set a database

here. The problem is any books-

still in the Dewey Decimal system
of classification will not be listed
in the computer catalog,” Crow
said. “There’s absolutely no
chance that we’ll haveeverything
done when the addition is_offi-
cially openin1994. We'llbelucky
if we finish by spring of ‘95.”
With the increasing work
schedule and time limit, Crow

believes about ten to twelve -

Lzbmry addaztz:on'unearths chaos

workstudy students s will be hired
to help catalog books, whichis ten

-to twelve more students than are

presently helping the catalogu-
ers. Crow and her assistant will
have to take extra time to train the

students to use the computers.

“Most other college libraries
changed to the Library of Con-
gress in the 70s and are already
usingcomputer catalogues. We're
about fourteen years behind
them.”

In addition, the library still
lacks a head librarian. David

Tipple, head librarian last year, '
lefttoreturn to school. Theassoci-
ate librarians have already inter-

_viewed' four candidates for the

position, and expect to hire a full-
time librarian soon. The library is

‘alsoinstituting late fines this year.
‘The fines are two dollars per day,
per book, up to seventy—f:ve dol-

Iarsmax1mumperbook ”Iregret
having to do this,” said Jane
. Hryshko, associate librarian, “but
we just can’t afford to lose any
morebooks. “Students canrenew

books by bringing the books back
before the due date. -2
F
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Nackenoff

g bv Kristan Hutchison - R

The denial of tenure to Profes-,
sor Carol Nackenoff was based
upon the quality of the manu-
script she submitted as partof her
¥ file. Now the central question is
§ whether themanuscript was fau‘ly

judged.

1 The chosen outside evaluatot,
Ira Katznelson, judged the
manuscript to be an excellentand
important work in the field. [His
§ cvaluation letter is printed above
§ and continued on page 10, along
with an abstract of the manu-
% script.]

President Leon Botstein’s judg-
ment of the manuscript’s quality
§ was not based on the laudatory
. letter from Katznelson, but from
§ his own reading and discussion
¥ withother Bard faculty. Nackenoff
# and some faculty suggest that
Botstein was not as well qualified

~f to judge the manuscript as the

4 scholar whose judgement he
g overruled. ) )

“The president is making a de-
-l cision outside the realm of his ex-
" § pertise, academically speaking,”

Theadministrationand security
are considering a proposal to put .
locks on main entrances to dorms
j in an effort to improve campus
§ safety. Under the current plan,
Tewksbury, Robbins, the Alumni
§ Dorms, and possibly the Ravines
would be the first affected. .

The proposal would have front
§ doorslocked from approximately ’
§ midnight to 6 a.m. with all resi-
§ dents possessing a master key. -
§ According to Dean of Students,
Shelley Morgan, if the plan is
¥ implemented, it is uncertain
whether there will be one master
key for all dorms, or if each dorm
¥ will have a different main lock.
Another questlon which remains
{ unanswered - is whether all;
Bardians oronly residents would
possess a master key. .

“There has even been talk of
d stationing someone at the doors
to these dorms,” said Boyce, al--
J though Morgan points out that
§ thiswould be unnecessary should
§ the school decide upon using one’
master key foralldorms. Thisplan
is not an attempt to deprive stu-_
& dents of having visitors; stressed
g Boyce, but rather to 1mprove the

" Botstein is a'competent judge of

Dean of the College
Bard College

- sald Professor Bruce Chllton

Professor Mark Lytle believes Dear Dean Levine,

the manuscript. “He [Botstein] is
a very widely read person,” he

Dr. Stuart LEVINEG s from the desk of

Annandale—on Hudson New York 12504

IraI(a‘ :

I confess that when the weighty box of materials you sent arrived

said. “He can make very good some two weeks ago | let out an audible groan: so much to read

]udgments
Chilton believes that Botstein
lacks necessary backgroundin the

workmg in the fle]d so his eva]u— —

in such little time, But now that | have completed my homework
my first impulse is to thank.you for having asked me to ronduct a
field. “[Katznelson]is theonlyone , I€VIEW Of Professor Nackenoff's scholarship.

contmued on page 10

ation is important.” -
Katznelson js the Loeb Profes-

" similar list created by the division.
- “Anybody’s research should be

Locking it all up

sor of Political and Social Science evaluated by the people who are
on the Graduate Faculty of the engaged in the discourse of that
New School for Social Researchin ' field,” she said.

New York. “He’s an eminent  Though other members of the
scholar of Amencan politics and  faculty later requested that extra
political culture,” said political ~ evaluators be consulted as well,
studies Professor Amy Bridgesof Bard allows only one evaluator

the University of California. “If ~per tenure case. “That’s very un-

hisevaluation wasdlscounted Fm wusual,” said Bridges. “At my

very surpris ' school, we’d never put someone
Bard does not require any out- upfor tenure withoutat least three

side evaluators, but Nackenoff re- . readmgs and probably four to

quested that an outside evaluator five.” Harvard University uses

be consulted. Katznelson was se- three or four evaluators.

lected as evaluator becausehewas ~ “Every institution requires out-

the first name to appear bothona side evaluations for tenure be-

list of five potential evaluators cause they know that they are not
Nackenoff submitted and on a expertsin the person's field. Even

quality of safety in the dorm§ﬁf(;omm1ttee, informal polls, and a
“Obviously safety is our biggest Forummeetingbeforemakingany
concern,” said Morgan, ‘and the further arrangements. At this .
best thing is not always the most point, Morgan is not speculatmg
convenient.” - ' " about the cost of such a compre-
The reasons for the targeting of hensive plan and upon whom the
these dorms are pragmatic. “You burden of expense would fall. If

have to consider the cost factorof the plan is well-received by the

ina huge department, they know
that they are not necessarlly

equipped to be authoritative on

that manuscript, so they look up

people who are and ask their

opinion,” said Nackenoff.
However, other faculty feel that

the argument that only specnahsts
can judge that is a bad argument

‘because, in a small liberal arts

college, wedon't want people who
can only specialize,” said Profes-
sor Mark Lytle. “If your work is
really good it has aspects of inter-

an outside scholar should not be
necessary. “When people make

Call for budgets

Anyone wishing to receive Student Convocation Funds must send _
an itemized budget to Christine Gobbo, no later than 5:00 p.m.on
Thursday, Sep. 12 through campus 'mail or bring the budgetto
-Albee 306. Clubs requestmg funds should observe the following

set of rules:

—All clubs must submit a statement of purpose which outlines the
goals of the club. This should include the allotment amount

est to people who are hot special-
ists in the field.”

-received last semester, and an itemized list of how that money was

used. An approxxmate list of membership (or number of members)
must be included in the budget request; by this, we mean a core

- group, as well as the approxzmate number of people that your club
~ reaches on campus.

 —Please do not pad your budget. When clubs do this, the commlt-
tee has a difficult time deciding what is really needed.. It a budget
seems padded, it may count against your club. -

-When listing speakers or performers that your club w:shes to
bring to campus, please include the person’s name, who they are,
or what they will perform, as well as their fee. Be as specific as

~ possible. For example, we would like to see Amber Hollibaugh,

making the keys, will it work?,
and what will the students think
of it,” explained Boyce. Although
Tewksbury ‘and Robbins have
been locked at times in the past,

studentbody, Morgan anticipates
;mplementahonsomehmedurmg
the fall semester,
“Alotofresponsibility forsafety
" falls on the students themselves

activist and sex educator...$600, rather than vanous speak-

ers...$400.

—Xerox costs, transportatlon costs, entertamment costs for speakers, '
bands, etc. must be included in the budget. -
—Budgets should be signed(with the telephone number) of at least

-tlons, ‘but nothing definite_will Boyce,a plan whichis both incon-

security has encountered prob- not to expose themselves to situ-
lemsofdoorsbemgproppedopen ations where danger might be
with fire extmgulshers and stu- involved,” said Boyce. He men-
dentsfinding the arrangementtoo tioned usmg the “buddy system”

‘inconvenient. For 'such reasons, andshckmgtohtpathsasobwous
- these few dorms. wﬁl be an ex- precautions for students to take.

penment to determine if the “Idon’t mean to instill a state of
project is worthy of expandlng paranoia (by suggesting these
campus~w1de - precautions),” he insisted, “but

“Morgan stresses that no deci- there are always people intent on
sions have been made yet. Cur- commlttmg crimes.” To end all
rently security, the administra- incidents on campus would re-
tion, B & G, the Student Life quire having officers stationed
Commlttee, ‘and ‘the peer coun- around theclockineverybuilding
selors are involved in delibera- and on every corner, according to

occur until the student body asa -ceivable and objectionable: “We
whole has been given the chance dory’ twant this place to beapohce
to evaluate the plan. Morgan in- state.” R

tends to gather opinioris through
peer counselors, the Student Life

(PLEASE RECYCLE )

one responsible club member. Clubs should also identify who they
wish to use the Xerox machine in the library: limi ted to two people
per club.

—All clubs must submit seven (7) copies of their budget

The Planning Committee will set aside a few thousand dotlars
(apart from the emergency fund) until after the budgets are de-
cided. Clubs who didn't receive funds they feel they absolutely
need will be asked to attend a meeting of the Planning Committee

- and club heads to decide jomtly how to allocate those remammg

funds. ==

All club heads should schedu]e a personal interview with the

-planning committee . This allows all questions to be asked so that

we are clear of the club's intentions for the semester. Club heads
will meet with the Planning Committee on Sunday Sept.. 14 be-
tween 6:00p.m.’and 10:00 p.m. on the third floor of Aspinwall. A

- meeting should be requested by either sending a note through

campus mail to Christine Gobbo or by calling her at #758-3285.
For anyone who has questions, we will have an open meeting
Tiresday at 7:00 p.m. in the Albee lounge. Please attend if there is
anything you have a queshon about or if you will be startmg a
new club. - : oy



Bard?

. community are a large number of

by Mike McGregor
and Walter Swett

" Did everyone here get rejected
“from Vassar? That seems to be a
commonmyth, and for some, Bard
has come to be known as a “sec-
ond choice” school. There is some

truth behind this belief. Many

" students are here because they
* didn’t get accepted to, or didn’t
receive a very good financial aid
package from, their first-choice
school. This might lead the casual
observer to believe that many stu-
dents here would prefer to be
someplace else. In reality, almost
allof the students that the Observer
spoke to were very glad to be
here, regardless of the circum-
_stances whichbrought them here,
and for many others, Bard was
their first choice.

Why Bard? When faced with
this question, Bard students, in
typical Bard style, give a wide
variety of answers. Theseanswers

range from the intellectual to the

simpliétic, from the humorous to
the serious, from the non-sensical
to the practical. The most com-
mon answer refers to the empha-
sis on the humanities, the
. atmostphere of intellectual free-
dom, and econemic advantages.
- Many students chose Bard entirely
for the reason that they had a spe-
cialfeelingabouttheschool, while
an equal number chose Bard be-
cause they were able to benefit
from some significant form of fi-
nancial aid, especially the Excel-
lence and Equal Cost program
(EEC).
cause they thought it offered a
_more interesting or unique ap-
proach to education.
Scattered throughout the Bard

Others chose Bard be-

transfer students. They often
come to Bard as refugees from
large, impersonal state institu-
tions. One student, Max Morton,
transferred because he was tired
of “sitting ina classof 700 students
and having no idea what the pro-
fessor looked like.” Other trans-
fers cited the absence of an
overburdening administrative
‘big brother” and the lack of fra-
ternities and sororities as contrib-

“uting to their decision to come to
Bard.

A number of math and science
majorsechoed the thoughtsof one
student who said, “I can get a lot
of attention as a math major at
Bard thatI wouldn’t getataschool
with a huge math department”.

~ The mountain of literature that
is circulated concerning colleges
also plays a part in the decision
making process. One student, cit-
ing the Underground College
Guide, said that she was attracted
by its mention of the “cat to chick
ratio” at Bard. Another student
was enthralled at a college fair
when she spotted The Scarecrow
from the Wizard of Oz on the
cover of a Bard pamphlet.
Anothe said that she felt that
“the quest for knowledge was at
its purest form” at Bard and that
“learning was the ultimate goal.”
Another student was much less
analytical. Her reply—"I just liked

it here, so 1 came”—is symbolic of
the attitude of many Bard stu-

dents. Often they are unable to

“verbalize their feelings about the

school and what it was that at-
tracted them to it. Most of the
studentsattribute theircoming here
to a visit and a gut reaction. -]

keep the program successful.

Paul Connelly, Director of Language and Thinking, works year-round to

L&T innovates again

By Erin Kupferman

The 1991 Bard College Lan-
guage and Thinking Workshop
wasinnovative. For the first time,
it was divided into three major
topics-those being communities,
fences, and silence; human sexu-
ality; and cultures and values.
There was a big focus on redefin-

g “argument,” to make it more
of a deliberation than a struggle.
And it was also, for the first time,
a “substance free workshop.” So
was the program any more no-
table than in past years? Associ-
ate Director of the Writing and

Thinking Department, Teresa
Vilardi, believes so.

“This was one of the most suc-
cessful summers. There was an
excellent group of students. The
faculty was highly motivated. The
students found it intellectually

‘challenging while having the

John Fout

Kathleen Barker
Christopher Markle

Shelley Morgan
Lindsay Watton
Andy Reynolds
Jen Silverman

]ean Churchﬂl
Lily Halsted

- Marueen Forrestal
Jean De Castell
Merylin Skiba
Kym Mooney
Rachel Markovitz

unique opportunity tolearnabout
thecollegeand build community.”

Inasking peopleabout L&T, the
word “transition” was used by
all. It is a preparation for college

. both academically and socially.

Josh. Farber said, “ [1] was into
college...[1] knew how tc learti on
the college level. And L&T’s also
nice for stupid reasons, like now
[I'm] used to getting up early.”
Peer Counselor Christa Shute be-
lieves that “L&T is a good chance
to get to know fellow classmates,
the school, and the surroundings.
It gives people a chance to dis-
cover their own thoughts and
helps them to develop writing
skills not so much academically,

_ but instinctively.”

And whatof the grade-free sys-
tem? Are students comfortable
with the idea of crit sheets rather
than regular grades? “It was re-
ally important that it was
ungraded; unconsciously you let
yourself go, and a lot of really
good creativity and thought oc-
curs when people let themselves

g0,” said Meri Pritchett. However,

Devin McDonough disagrees. He
believes that it was a biased grad-
ing’ system because those who
would have otherwise worked
chose to do absolutely nothing
with no real consequences. He
doesfeel, though, that “those who
did takeit seriously gotalotoutof
it.”

And of the classes themselves?
“Our group focused on the differ-
ence between the visual and the

written text. It was an incredible
class. We came up with the theory

that television is only brainwash- f

ingbecause people refuse to teach §

‘other tointerpretitlike they would

poetry and novels,” said Farber. |

Pritchett mentioned that she re-

gretted that she “wasin one of the |
classes that tended towards a lot

of class structure instead of spon-

taneity.” She believes that, after |
two weeks, her group had ex- |
hausted ail its possibilities and |
was disappointed that they didn’t

go “exploring.”

Butwhatof the “substance free” |
policy? Paul Connolly, Director }
of the Program believes thatin an |
“academic program with an ori- §
entation context, it helps to have |
certain restraints, some limits on |

the excess.”

But were there re- |

straints? “It’s contradictory to say |
it'’s a substance-free program if |
it’snotregulated. 'mnotsayingit |

should or shouldn’t be substance

free, but it's very interesting that |

such a claim is made,”

saidPritchett. And what purpose |
does the claim have? “It's under- |
stood that substancesareillegal to

usanyway. Why would one more
person telling us ‘not to’ make us

do itany less?” remarked Farber. |

Christa believes thata substance |
free L&T is a good thing: “sub- |
stance abuse decreased this year |
while the safety of the students |
increased. Plus, in having it sub- §
stance free, those who want to use §
ordrink will, and those whodon’t §
won't feel as pressured.” Peer |
Counselor Erin Law disagrees, “I §
understand that the school has |
lizpilities, bui it’s not my job to be

a police officer, and I personally

think that denying makes people |

want something more.”

Lily Halsted, a psychology pro- |

fessorat Bard who taught L&T for

the first time this year, believes |

that all in all, the program was

incredibly useful: “It encourages |
a great deal of writing with open- §

ness and comfort and great

thought. It is also socially useful j§
astheclass understood each other |
and listened to each other. We all |

ended up as friends.” o

Quinn says:
Get your

in by
5p.m.
Sept. 12

club budgets



| by'C‘aleb Frazier

If you happened to be wander-
ingthrough Tewksbury sometime
during the three weeks of L&T,
§ you may have encountered an
I older man slipping out of one of
the rooms, He may have been
§ clad in only a pair of boxers, with
§ a towel over his shoulder and a
§ bar of soap in his hand.

§ If you asked someone who

‘ coma pull it off...but [ think the

Everybody was
stealing each other’s
food out of the
fridge—his food
never got touched.
Power, he’s got

power.

—Student in Tewksbury

didn’t know -"Jesus, who the hell
is that maniac?” -you’d be told
that he was some loopy old guy
trying to relive his college past,
and that he’d been swilling beer
and chasing young women
4 around campus. But if youasked

-l someone in Tewksbury, they
@ might size you up, decide if you .

were worth telling, then with an
air of superiority say, “That...is
my dean, Stuart Levine.”

“A lot of people were very
- & skeptical,” Levine said of his stay.
§ “They didn’t know whether I

1S THIS!?! Stu-ksbury?

" studentsenjoyed mebeing there,
andthe bottom line is that I liked
_it. Tliked the dormitory. I liked
Tliving with young people; it was
very enjoyable.”

I sat with Stuart Levine on a
beaten-up old couch outside of
Stone Row. There was anempty
six pack from the night before
abandoned nearby. Rumor

among students was  that

Levine’s stay in Tewksbury was
part of a bet with Leon Botstein.
(One canimagine the two sitting
around a card table, down to the
last Stogie with a half empty can
of Schlitz.”Hey Leon, if you win;
T'listayin Tewks;if I win, youeat
-in Kline for a week.”)

However, Levine says that he
had his ownreasons forliving in
-Tewksbury.
was because I never lived in a
dormitory at collége. I lived at
‘home with my parents. The
second was because. it was
something todo, something new
and interesting to add something
to my life."And the third reason
is that I went into the dormitory
with the idea somewhere in the
back of my mind to check this
out,” to see if college students’
behavior is as bad as is com-
monly believed.

“T can say with a sense that
people who put this bad rap on
college students simply don’t
know. They're 'simply out of
touch with the lives of college
students..There was not a lot of

“The first reason

anything other than what seemed
like perfectly normal young men’s
behavior. Even the degree that I
saw people drinking a can of beer
was perfectly normal behavior.”

“He rocked!” said one of
Levine’s neighbors. “He’s sexy
too!” Sexy? “Yeah, he had nice
boxers.” Boxers? “He walked
around in his boxers.”

Thedpple
Syt nter®
e mk et
prater it
delverd laser
ity prnr
tgg ¥ 360 dobs
rooperanchy
et much
targor tiin
an averag
featinek
wnd it
weighs
oty fire
petinils

4
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most popular Apple® Macintosh® computers
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ers. Buy one of these combinations, and save
big bucks. Got it Good. Now get going,
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an Apple StyleWriter
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wielded it only for the forces of

good,” another neighbor adds.
“Another funny thing is thathis

food never got touched. Every-

body was:stealing each other’s

food out of the fridge—his food
never got touched. Power, he’s
got power.”

“Icame back after a weekend,”
Levine said, “and my bed was

made with c]ean sheets and new
towels, and I said to a student,
“Isn’t it nice that the maids come
inand clean your room?”” Yeah,
the maids’ service i students’
rooms is impeccable.

When asked if he’d do it again,
Levine responded enthusiasti-
cally, “I would do it again, next
year, maybe I'll bring Leon Wéth

”

money on
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‘This offer is available only for a limited time.
See your authorized Apple campus reseller
today for details.

And discover the power of Macin-
tosh. The power to be your best®
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- charm)! | =

- here.

' View

by EphenGlennColter .

‘Welcome to no-holds-A -
Bard, occasional penal
° ‘colony, rehab center,
... child-proof container, set
~‘in the province far (but

- not teo far) from the City.

Those dutgoing in-coming first-year
students are h-e-r-e! I've only heard ru-
" mors, gossip, bitching & bragging, flattery
& flirtation, but I hear they’re divine. Let
““me say how glad [ am to see so many
- familiar faces, so many people of color, the
honeychildren of last year, the molasses
and apple butter of this year. It's also nice
_to see so many new faces and renewed
faces. So fuck that “Old Bard vs. New (and
improved) Bard” shit and let’s all enjoy
what's here while we're here.

As much as you/we complain about
Kline, it is really the main source of social
networking. Without lunch and dinner .
how else would you see your friends and
ex’s! It's where the monolingual native-
born Englishspeakers geta taste of the real
world - so to speak. Whether it beagamst
the Wall outside or in the Paranoids, Kline
is a necessary evil. It is a mountain not a
mole hill. And the mountain will not, come

" toMohammed. - S
" Bard students have been around these

days, they havelost their minds and taken
time off - have lost their will and taken a

semester off - have lost their hearts and

taken the year off - have lost hope and
simply jumped off. Now you know Bard
hasa history,a past to go with your future,
a heritage you'll feel like you wete born
and raised-in in no time! So chi 1. -
Its past is similar to its present. Drugs &
alcohol are available ‘upon request, so is
attitude & attention, and friends & inspi-
_ ration if that's your thing. (There's a lot
* going on and off campus; by and for stu-
dents, good bad and indifferent.) Don't
worry...As the saying goes: [ feel it too, I
just don’t feel it with you. ’
3 Whether you want to stir up trouble,
” kick the dirt, throw some shade or sling
some mud, Bard is a place of read'n (the

queer rip- you-to -shreds-in-a-heartbeat

kind), right'n (the thing you hopefully do
_ to your wrongs) and arthithmadicks. (the
‘calculating bullshit perpetuated by straight
white maleprivilege thataccounts forallyour -
anxiety; for them 1 and 1 makes two-by-
foursin which to build the Americandream
into the New World Order wrth old world

The important thmg isto get mvolved

‘whether it be-the internal or the interna- -

. tional, on a molecular level or a grassroots
- plain: do some good. There’s enough bad
- faith out there - and 1f it's out there 1t ‘s in

- And remember No one hates you,
) there snotenoughloveinthe world. They
- probably never loved you enough to hate
. you. They just don’t care. There are no
enemies here at Bard, only adversaries, no
- contest, not even competition. If you'rea
winner you have nothing to be proud of,

Leon refers to *it” as the ”grapevme

'obhgatlons

- — you're one of those men who can 't take

Y already arranged (bravo BRAVE), Or if
you re one. of those men who thinks “no”

andifyou’rea Ioser you have nothmg to be sure he 111(65 it that Way

ashamed of. And if you're a sinner, well,

you've joined the right country club. he’sa psychologistjust gives me the creeps;
Depressing? No. Why? Because at Bard  that “Silence of the Lambs” thing,

there are individuals here from The Invis- Everyone always dismisses Shelley as

ibleManto TheIdiot fromthose with ARoor  just a Dance major, but 'ma dancer, and if -

you get in my face with that shit 1'll
raindance on you're paradein a heartbeat.

of One's Own to Other Voices, Other Rooms,
from the monster of Frankenstein to The
Metamorphosis of monstrosities, from the _
Beloved to the Native Son.

Gossip - muckraking - skullduggery
garbage collecting, is a large part of Bard
in addition to the redtape. Listen to the snap you down and read you your rights
voice of experience (howeverhoarse):there - all ina days work - for your own good - and
_are no secrets on this campus of a thou- for her peace of mind.

.sand students and very little privacy. ~ Weall have to live with each other (be-
. Somehow, someway, the strangest people causewe haveto getacollege educationin

_ can throw some serious_shade if you try to
play her.

_are going to be in ypur business - with ~order to be one of the Haves rather than.

attitude. leew1thxtbecauseyoucan'thve oné of the Have-Nots-cum-Forget-Me-

without it. And yes, you too will find Nots).Soin] the first few weekssay “Hello” .
yourself in the pointless posse shaking and offer your name to someoneyoudon’t

know (or to someone you only “think”
__you know - or offer your floor or someone
wamng ﬁ)r a room’ ‘cause “Yes, Virginia,
there are homeless at Bard”_ ) or to a Prof.

your head and pretendmg you know
_what's up - when you ain't even down.

and who knows where the roots are or ormele
who waters his plants - but he does talk to  you “feel” you've disappointed in last
his plants and they do talk back. semester’s course, or to new faculty - ten-
All you hear on the grape\nne about the _ uretrackas welI L as hopefuls, fryto be kmd
family tree is a vicious lie: if not “now”  without being too shady.
then it will be. So try to make the rumors Some people are mto that “ “make love
and innuendo a little more respectable by
treatmg them as such and not getting so
serious and caught up in the heat of the -
“'moment. Have fun, but don’t make fun,
-Not!...as in thou shalt not:
...compare thyself to anyone anytime/
anyplace /anywhere
.assume someone’ sfmancrai srtuahon/

by ZZYZX (Davrd Stemberg)

.-assume someotie 'ssexuality /attraction  after I pushed the 1-player button, I knew
'derestlmatetheuncoordmatedeolor something was odd about the machine.
lmes /lincage IR nar nght below the place where she first ap-
...undermine the empowerment of pears was an area of tiny dots. Once the
women/ womyn / wrmmm/ woman__
.ever have sex sans latex/ condom/
rubber duck/ raincoat! omE 2
...tolerate a basher/ raprst/b:got male/
female/ straight/gay/black/white/stu-
‘dent/Professor or otherwise in the way
-Not!...As innot having it here.
Thisisno-holds-Bard, where “no; means
. “NO” and “yes” means .. MAYBE »If

ity. My character, along with all of the

_monsters, shrunk as I went there. I was

“then sure that I was playing no ordinary

device for amusement purposes only.

. Escaping from the mini-dot area, I
headed up to the upper left power pellet.
_Some P-P-P-P-PAC POWER would show
" those malicious and truly evil monsters
~ whowasboss. (There IS, however, aschool

“no” for an answer, who needs a little
mace-in-the-face and a whlstle-ln-your-
. ear to_replace those sweet nothings - it is

-not as evil as everyone thinks they are. In
this alternative view, the Pac—famlly are
" robbers, _trying to eat the precious dots

thatthe ”monsters” spent yearscultivating.
Thatis “yes” - you have a serious case of  But these Pac-peoplenot only eatall of the

dyslexia and need therapy. boy do I know monster’s food, but exploit their one
weakness to try to kill them. (This, of

just the right dominatrix for you!
“Who gets things done around here?...”  course, ignores the moral issue of the sec-
Everyone disses Leon because the man “ond and third cartoon in the orgmal game.

has got chutzpah, but1suggest you reserve  Making Pinky show partial and full nudity

judgmentuntil you have yourownopinion. is both: embarassmg ‘and a violation of
Dimitri is still a mystery.to me,and 'm _ sexual harrasment statutes.) While this

Stuart smiles too much, and the fact that -

Frankly, Gladys scares me; that woman

Donnaisnojoke becauseshe canand will

- SPANDEX’S RETURN
(part the nineteenth)

" T'was s playing Ms. Pac-mdn. Right

. gaméstarted, T headed there out of curios- .

" of ch-man thatstate that the monstersare -

" out.
A page of unedited observations from guest writers .

.. not frtends” thmg, 50 |
" don’t be surprised. The 1
people you know now
may not speak to you or
look atyou by Christmas.
I'm not harshing on folks |
o rharprng on negativity, |

I'm just telling it like it is -was- shall be.
Thisis part of the parddoxes and ironies of |

no-holds-Bard. We are here to learn - if §

from nothing else, our mistakes. So while |
you're here trying to getan education - try :
to get a life. 3

 The first sernester is 15 weeks or 3 ‘
months, or a trimester. Dunng this period |
one should think of one’s education as a |

- growing embryo that could/should be §
.. aborted - or taken proper care of with |

conscious decision and concerted effort. |
oneshould beaware of theeffects of drink- |
ing, smoking, and drugs on the life-force j
growing within. The first trimester is the §
essential construction of future well-be- |
mg - AT S

Bemg a parent isa he]luvalot of time and |

‘effort, and not for everyone (like maybe |

your own parents). Some of you havecome |

-back to try again after opting for natural

birth, some of you have just changed doc- |

* tors, some of you are almost to delivery §
‘and think you're about to burst, deliver
-prematurely, or require a cesarean. But

since conception has taken place and you |
are inafamily way, take some responsibil- |
ity and gird your loins so the thing won't §
be brain damaged and a burden to sobn«
ety.

e

'theory is interesting, I don’t know how |
- much creedence I'd glve it. For example, § .
- the suggested renaming of the game from |

- “Pac-man” to “Those Poor Monsters That §

You're Trying To Destroy” strikes me a$ a |
tad excessive.) However, as I headed o |
the corner, I found myself above the maze.
Ambushed by Sue, and unable to get back |
into the playing fleld player one’s turn 5
was over. '

* Getting ready to play my second |
turn, I discovered that Again the board had |
changed sizes. Thad to direct her up huge |
steps while creatures who looked like the |
gemeaters from Crystal Castles threw |
things that were not quite dots. I thought |
that they might be sleeping pills, but when
one of them came out of the screen and hrt ?

~me, I found that they stung.

I awoke. Thank SPANDEX, it was

onlyadream. ’Ihrowmgmyb]anketasxde, N

I looked around. I was asleep in the |
ZZYZXmobile, but where wasI? The last

thing I remember was my mission. I was |
suppossed to look for the missing Imk to

_ find the truth in the deBate between evo- 3
‘luhomstsandcreahomsts Butsomewhere |
- along the way 1 was abducted. 1 had no f§

idea where I was, but I was going to find |
-TO BE CONTINUED-
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: bv Laurie Curry g
§ and PeterM Bons’km' ;
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. Anschluss

From and

- Crystalnacht, to Appeasement

and the Blitzkrieg, this film is a

A tidal waveof emotlon and adven-
8 ture, that carries’ you back to oc-’
“§l cupied Europe, circa'1938.

Polish writer-director; Agnieska
'Holland, portrays the whirlwind

§ tale of Soloman Perels’ life. He
] illustrates the persecution of Jews

in Nazi: oCC'itpled lands durmg

§ World War if:

Into thelions’ den goes thelamb.

*§ Soloman finds himself anything

d but strictly Jewish. Hiding his
§ Jewish heritage, he poses as a -
3 Russian youth pioneer and a

pure—German schoolboy to

"l survive.

In love w1th a German girl, he

- must weigh his Judaism against

| by Tatiana Prowell

his sexual urges, because his

N circumsized penis may betray his

identity. It is a war of heart and
mind.

¥ cious,leavingyou(orme, anyway)
§ full evenbeforetheentreearrives.
The meal begins with hot, fresh

bread made on the.premises
served with a vegetable platter

§ and dip and a carafe of ice water.

A variety of appetizers is avail-

§ able, although I would recom-
§ mend skipping them unless you
- Ml are feeling especially gluttonous.

Should you opt for a dinner-two

§ dollars more- rather than an a la

cartemeal, you will geteither soup

& or salad, as well as a plate of fruit
§ for dessert. It’s definitely worth

§ the extra two dollars for the salad

& alone. Thesaladsare fresh greens,

~ - fl crisp red onions, and plump to-

1 matoes with a cup of your favor-
ite dressing on the side. Both the

§ House and Creamy Italian are
especially good. Along with the .

salad also comes a bowl of ex-

§ quisite basil-oil-vinegar mari-

nated vegetables. The quality of

| soups-of-the-day vary, but the
§ lentil soup is always terrific.

pa s R

Th15 ﬁlm breaks from the tradl—

= tlonal “mold” of World War I~

movies by giving a very close-up
and personal view of the war
through the eyes of this confused
Jewish teen.

Some of the most powerful
‘scénes weré Soloman’s exploitsin

* the ghettos of Lodz, Poland; a

Hitler-Youths’ science class on
‘how to detect a Jew,” a Jewish
cemetery reduced to rubble, and

Soloman'’s riveting dream se--

quences.

“As his world fell apart, only a |

“few, ‘lucky’ survivors were left to
tell this tale. This exceptional ac-
count “never forgets” so the holo-

caust shall be “never agam S Two '

thumbs up.

”Europa Europa” is showmg
Rhinebeck. Showtimes are Sep-
tember 6-12, Monday-Thursday
at7:00and 9:15, Friday and Satur-
day at 7:00 and 9:30, and Sunday
at 7:00 and 9:15. Showings from
' September 16-19, Monday-
Thursday will be at 9:00. '

Following your soup or salad,

.- - _". youwill be served a frosted glass
Unless you have a penchant for

R pan pipe playing in a can and I-

§ saw-the-sunset landscape paint-

§ ings, then you will find yourself

§ at Reginato Ristorante for thefood.
The food is abundant and deli-

of lemon sorbet to cleanse the

_palate, and shortly after, your
" entree, which you no longer have

any desire to eat, will arrive.
Every main course I've ever

tried has been delicious, but, asa

meat, the Spmach “Tortellini in
meat sauce and all of the chicken
dishes arereputed to be excellent.

If you would like to have wine
with your dirner, a wine list, in-
cluding several moderately—
priced Italian specialities, is
available. The ‘bar also ‘offers

‘When the management

thinks you’ve had enough
(and it will show), the
waiter or waitress will

bring a glass platter p11ed

with f;ju1t and sbav_ed ice.

Solly (Marco Hofschneider, Iq‘t) and Zenek?And rzej Mnsfa!erz Ieft) :‘n E UROPA EUROPA.

. post-meal stupor, put it in your
_pocket and take it home with the

" Reginato: A glutton s paradise

IR

the avocado salad go from $3.00-
$7.00.

If you're still with me and
haven't figured it out, I recom-
mend Reginato Ristorante highly,
but I don’t believe in star ratings.

To getthere, goacrossthebridge
towards Kingston and take the
Saugerties exit. Stay on this road
for about 1 mile and then take a
left onto Leggs Mill Road. The
restaurant is on the right behind
thebluelanterns. Call for reserva-
tions: 336-6968. Tell ‘em The Bard
Observer sent ya‘

show), the waiter or waitress will
bring a glass platter piled with
fruit and shaved ice. It usually
containsred grapes, strawberries,
and melon along with whole
apples, oranges, or pears. If grace-
fully eating the unsliced fruit .
poses too greata problem in your ’

rest of tomorrow’s lunch.

But how much does all of this
cost, youask? Dinner pricesrange |
from $11.00-$16.00, with the a la
carte menu beginning at $9.50.
Appetlzers and salads, such as

If you are sure you can do better than thls,
come to the writers’ meeting Monday at
8:30 p.m on the Third Floor of Aspinwall.

vegetarian, my favorite is the

Fettucine Alfredo. The dish is a
plate heaped with fettucine and
covered with a very rich basil, oil,
and pine nut pesto sauce. It, like
the rest of the dinner entrees, will
‘make wonderful leftovers. Also
good is the Malfatti, ricotta-spin-
, ch-broccohdumplmgsmawhxte
.cheese sauce. For those desmng

[

g o = e

cocktails, liquors, and beer.

For those who are still hungry,
‘the cheesecake and the spumoni
rival the best I'veever tasted, and

the cappucino, whichisservedin =~

alarge mug with whipped cream,

_cinnamon, and a thin wafer, is

excellent.
When the management thinks

you ve had enough (and it w111w

20%

announcing discount

35 Mill Hill Road 328 Wall St.
Woodstock -Kingston
679.2251 —331.7780

Ezceptforcolorcopu ﬁhn,dnooumpmowmg
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. _the “pro-business,”

: by Ionathan Mlller

* Peopleare startmg togetalittle
“burnt-out on-the subject of the

" eénvironmment: Toxic poliution is™

-still occurring, many of thesimple
things we can do to save the earth
are turning out to be a pain in the
butt, and the initial rush of shock

. over the sad state of the planet is

fading. Burn-out is a very bad

_ thing, especially when it creates

- ronmental backlash that’s coming
as we speak How can we avoid
this? Last chance to Seeby Douglas
Adamsand Mark Carwardinehas

_ arrived, with a new, more subtle

~approach to spuming interest in
the environment.

_ Douglas Adamsis the seml-leg-
endary author of the Hitchhiker’s

Guide to the Galaxy, the w11dly&
successful trilogy-plus-one series ™

of meandering science-fiction

- -._ comedies. These booksrevealed a

- number of t}ungs the earth was

custom-built for white mlce, the

second-worst poetry in the world

is wnttenbyallens,and theanswer

to thequestionof life, the universe,
and everything is actually Forty-
two. It also revealed that science-
fiction could be humorous, with-
- out being as deadeningly cynical
" as the works of Kurt Vonnegut.
-+ Inpastyears, when people took
a break from worrying about the
environment, many worried

about Douglas Adams fading.

~away. For years, the various ver-
sion of Hztchhzker s were. hlS only

v
%

Savoy smg-a-lon

by Tatlana Prowell

- On Saturday, September 7, the
Savoy téstaurant located across
from Bard on 9g featured two of
-Bard’s very own performers,

- Jonathan Golodner and, Rory

Makem. While many rowdy

'_should’ve-been-Irish Bardians.

“know “Rory” from the Student
- Center and Cafe DeKline for his
drink-along songs, Golodneér, a

charismatic pianist, is a little less. A

familiar to the students.

The key to the performance was -

crowd participation. Golodner
pounded out requests ranging

~ from the themes for “Peanuts”

and “Married with children” to
“Mack_the Knife”. and “Mr.
Bo;angles o Although the flyer

anti-envi-

_ Rory Makem played at the Savoy.

Teachmg the env1ronment - gently

’ pubhshed work Adams’ career
* seémed to consist solely of rewrit-

ing Hitchhiker's for the stage, the
screen, and the printed page. Not
only were the books being re-
cycled, they were ‘getting less
funny, as well. The third book in

_the series, Life, the Universe and -

Everythingdidn’tcomeany where
near the hysterical heights of the
first two, despite having a near-
brilliant plot encoded in its back-
wards, mixed-up, writers block
suffering structure. After he of-
fered a pair of vaguely amusing
books about somebody named
Dirk Gently, the question fronted
itself. Could Douglas Adams Stlll
be funny? :

The answer, of course, is yes.
Last Chance to See is a brilliantly
funny book, a real-life travelogue
of a BBC funded trip that Adams
took with a free-lance zoologlst
named Mark Carwardine in
search of rare and endangered
species around the world. They
visit the Komodo Dragon of Indo-
nesia, the mountain gorilla of

Zaire, and Kakapo parrot of New

Zealand, with Adams pokmg
merciless fun at everything in
sight along the way. In a world
where “Environmental” stands

- for grimseriousnessand ominous

dread, Douglas Adams has writ-

ten a genuinely funny book with-

outever once tnwal:zmg the sub-

ject.

Remarkablylarge sectzonsof the
book are not about the animals at *
all. In hlS )ourneys about the thlrd

advertising the event called e

Golodner’s playing “dinner mu-
sic,” it was hardly mood musicfor
a meal. The audience was alert
and involved, and Golodner’s

world - Wlth Carwardme, Adams )

"“a master of ironic frustration, en-
'countered bungling that ap-

proach_ed surrealistic levels. The
"ridiculous nature of | poachers,
third-world air-travel, post-colo-
nial government, and modem liv-
. ing in general get skewered re-
peatedly _Adams has sharpened
his ironi¢ wit into the blade of |
Toledo steel; Last Chance to See
shows a master at his craft. While
the slHé;stltchmg one-liners of
 Hitchhiker's are missing, his new
“book provokes a contmuous case
_of the giggles. )

"~ Adams succeeds in making you
care about endangered animals
withoutbludgeoning you with the

,'seventy of their plight. Neatly il-
lustrating what dunder-headed _

blood-thirsty carnivores humans
have been for centuries, he leaves
the reader with poignant feelings
and hopefor theanimals’ survival,
instead of resented guilt for being
members of our race. The lack of
enforced shame brings the reader
-to care about the loss of these ani-.
mals, even ones as completely

un-panda -ish” as the Komodo
dragon. Causing the modern con-
sumer to care (the guilt-iest of
words) in the jaded media bomb-

ofthe presentls a magmﬁcent feat

indeed.

Last Chance to See by Douglas
Adams and Mark Carwardine is
published by Harmony books ©
1991 and is avallab]e in the book- _
store

energehc playmg refused to blend
into the background.

‘Those who have seen Makem
play before know that he also
depends upon audience partici-
pation;infact, he stops

songs dead to give in-
struction when par-
ticipants can’t seem to
| get clapping parts and
- {choruses right.
= | Makem played pri-
simarily Irish folk
songs, including re-
quests for
“Finnegans Wake”
and the Pogues’
“Dirty Old Town,” as
well as “Waltzing
Matilda.” Asusual, his

performance con-

. When I first saw the figures in
the field, it was from far away, so
much so that the figures in the
distance were barely discernable,
creatmg the feeling of illusion or
mirage. As I approached, each
shape began to take on definite
form. Nine abstract, yet distinct,
figures circumscribed’'a central

‘tenth figure that rotated with the

- wind.

A fragmentary butterfly
mounted high above the ground
and a three-dimensional flower/
cluster of dividing cellsare two of

- the sculptures that help to com-

~+ pose the outer ring.

Three abstract representations
of humans provide another por-
tion of the circle. One seems to
portray a ballet dancer captured
=in mid-pose; another figure leaps

and is suspended in the air, hold- '

, ing a set of metal chimes, and a

Thts sculpture sifs mystenousfy in the field, w:th no none origin,

Wﬂderness sculpture

by Chris Nevins

- third formshoots fromthe ground =

with arms outstretched, reaching
upwards, possessing no feet or |

. legs to anchor it to the ground.

Along with other figures from |
the outer ring, the central piece §
seems to be a beacon, projecting |
messages in every direction as it

‘rotates. But to attempt to describe §

the figures too fully would |
cheapen both the structures tand |
theédea which gavebirth to them. |

The ringislocated inasecluded {
field, which I recently learned is }
in close proximity to an Indian |
archaeological site. Though hid-
den, itiseasily accessible, themost
directroute being the pathin back
of Stevenson Gymnasium near
SMOG and the junkyard, but }
please do not try to find the field § .
with my directions. Rather, wait |
until you stumble upon it by acci- §
dent in a trek through the woods
so that you can experience the }
same thrill of discoveriy.

tained a few rambunctious
drinking songs, the most well-
known, to Bardians being “I'm a
rambler, I'm a gambiler,” as Bard
students have dubbed it.
Although the Savoy is a restau-

rant/bar, it was heavy on the bar

that night. Cheerful Bardians
_raised their beers to one another

and belted out: “We’ll knock the

milkmaids over and roll ‘em in
theclover. Thecorn’shalf-cut,and
so are we.” Don’t despair if that
last line means nothing to you. “I
don’tknow whatit meanseither,”
said Makem, and it appeared that
most didn't care. o

Theevent wascozy, witha turn-

out of only about sixty, and the |
restaurant/bar hopesto continue |
attracting Bard students. |
Golodner will be playing every
’I’hursdaymght along w1thother
Bard talent. Golodner plans to
play with Leo Smithand Enrique }
Lopez in the near future, but is |
also seeking other Bardians in- |
terested in performing at the Sa-
voy. Comedians, musicians of |
any sort, and_other performers
who would like more inforrfia-
tion should contact Golodner |
through Campus Mail. o
Anyone planning to drink |
should be prepared to show a
plcture ID conﬁrmmg legal age



- § him,” Staats crackled.

.

Last

§ bv Matt Apple

¥ what it is,”

“It's a crock of shit. s
security officer

¥ Richard Staats said, watching

the ~on-going library con-

struction tear up the remnants
of Bard’s soccer field. “[Stu-,

§ dents] have played on this field
g as long as I been here, and I
§ been here twenty-two years.

g there, but Bard College don't"
-§ care how they spend thelr

The damn fools coulda added on
[to the library] somewheres
else. Now they're building an-
other field behind the gym over

money.”

Standing on the pltcher s
“mound,” Staats recalled the
man in whose memory Bard

3 alumni affectionately dubbed

the softball field “Starky’
Stadium”: ,
“Dick. Starky, 1 remember

“He was

{ Director of Security for a

-4 byL Curry 7

| while.
‘§ ago. Hell of a nice guy.” But as

Left about eight. years

That's .

to why the fleld was named af-

tet Starky, Staats could only
say, “I honestly don’t know. I
know Starky. played with them
[Bard alumni] once in a while,

chhard Staats remembers Starky'Studmms orzgzns

but I dont know where Starkyr

Stadmm came from

Pursuing the curious mys—_

tery of Starky Stadium, this
writer attended the most re-

- cent Sunday softball game in the

hopes of enhghtenment (and

_generous refreshment). Ques-
tioning various Bard alumni re-
vealed all their information came
from the same source, a man
named Art. Art Carlson, south-
paw from the class of ‘79, re-
membered Dick Starky: “He was
our Baccalaureate speaker.” And
why was the field named after
him? - “He was a great guy.” -

All questions aside, the alumni
decided (more or less) to continue
playing their weekly games at the
opposite end of the field from
Starky Stadium, a field where “a
pop fly to center is a homer.”

“It’sashame what they’re doing
to our field,” lamented John
Jacobs, who hit his first homerun
in countless ages at the “new”
field. “That fence out there [en-

- closing the work areal is terrible.”

In the end it all boils down to
which is more ‘important, the
library or the playing field. “I
know you need the library,”

- Richard Staats admitted,"butthey
could'vebuiltitfurtherback[from
the field].

nght about now, Mudvxlle held

-{its annual Fall Sports Assembly.
§ Theoretically, if the football sta-
§ dium could be filled that night,

8 the team would grunt iis way .

- through Homecoming, Districts,

States, Allégheny Valley, Appa-

3 lachian League (and so onand so

on...)
Every student was requlred to

% attend.

: § and “Kill em"’ wereappropnate .

The Fall A'ssembly was: spon-

) sored by the Student Council and

1 your friendly cheerleaders.
. § Somewhere after the cheerlead-
% ers’ choreographed disco dance

and the human snake races, we

§ were supposed to generate a pas-

sionate hoopla.
“Mudpville Pride!” "Go team"’

- chants, verlfled before hand byf
i, the admlms’ﬂ'ahon The soccer,

football crosscountry,volleyball
tennisand swimming people were
pulled from the stands. We lined
up on the out of bounds lines for
the basketball court. We grinned
uncomfortably at the lethargic
student body who blamed us for
this absurd, mstltutlon of school
spmt ,

Theassembly ended wtth acon-
- test. Who donned the craziest
combination of Mudvﬂle s hues?
Who looked most like a bulldog?
(Our mascot) And, fmally,a treat

to satiate us until kickoff - a fare-

~well cheer

" “We're the ones who REALLY |

'CARE! (formation: heart)

“And we hope to see YOU |

there"’ (pointed fingers)
Annette“’ (cartwheei) "Betty"’

x\

e £5fFL

‘happ'ened last week in the”‘

(spht) etc etc :
The Fall Sports Assemb1y is a
real piece of Americana, sort of

like Rydell High jackets or those

obnoxmus felt mascot costumes.

Thave sensed in my small time -

at Bard, that here these spiritual
traditions are considered anti-
quated, impractical, ‘anti-intel-
lectual’. The closest thmlg to them

entryway into Kline. The People

From Stevenson Gym stood be-
_hind a card table. Their methods
"of recraitmenthumbled thearmed
forces.

“Sign up fora fall sport"’ they
pleaded.

“You're outfa Mudvxlle, now,”

I thought to myself.

-]

"Sat. -Sept. 14th .
_Mon. Sept. 16th

- Men’s Soccer .

_Wed. Sept. 11th S
Sat. Sept. 14thk__‘
‘__Sun Sept. 15th '

‘mrea'm'xﬂm m“-‘m"o"uo;

. Wed. Sept. 11th" The King’s College at Dietz Stadium spmr
at SUNY New Paltz 2pm -
at Dominican Colk

SteVens Tech at Df&lZ Sra um 8Pm ,
at NY Polytechnic lnsa‘:tyta Noon T
at NY Maritime Noon =~

5

25, 1991.

Most of those ar-
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Starky Stadlum

chitects don’t know -their ass
from their armpits anyway.

“And you can print that,” he
added a twinkle in_ his eye. “1
don’t know what you kids are
gonna do Wasteuof goddam
money.”

Obltuary

-Starky Stadium, Kline Com-
mons Field. Age: 30+years.
The last game played in Starky
Stadium was on Sunday, August
The softball play-
ers continued as long as they
dared, then bid goodbye to
Starky Stadium as the dark-
ening dusk enveloped the field.
A softball, passed around and
signed by all present, is ru-
mored to be presently worth
ten -dollars.” With any luck, it
may wind up years from now in
a display case in Stevenson
Gymnasium as tribute to the old
field, oritmay eventuallybe worth
a million dollars (which one is
moré likely, you decide). -
B a r d
Intramurals ]
getunderwayth.'s i
coming Monday,
the 16th. Ultimate |
Frisbee, Team Ten- |
nis and 4 on 4 Out- |
door Volleyball are |
being offered, as |
well as Yoga, Ka- |
rate, Swimming,
and Squash in-
struction. Call Kris |
Hall at ext. 530 for |
more information.

Corrections

The soccer teamns’ home field
for most home games will not be
Dietz Stadium, as printed last
week, but the Rhinebeck. High
School soccer field. There isa $2
admxssnon charge tothe Dietz
Stadium games. A spectator bus
leaves for the doubleheader Wed.
at 5:45 and 6:15..

And finally - the proper spell-
ing of the last name of the men’s
soccer coach is T-O-M-5-O-N, not
Thomson, or Tompson or any va-
riety in between. Coach Tomson
says he is far too important a col-
lege official to have his name



Honesty 1S

by Jennifer Horenstem

A costly new secunty system
was installed in.the Bard Book-

store after end -of-the-year fiscal

reports revaled the bookstore

_suffereda $20,000 loss in mer-

chandise. Butasof last Frlday the

$6,000 system was removed.
The decision to remove the sys-

tem was made recently by new

“Afterl plugged
1t . everythmg
cllcked forme?

I you never lhou«rflt

an\lhmtrtll.n started mlh LBAM could
he casy (o use. an IBM Personal System will

: (hdll"‘(‘ all that. With preloaded. nser-friendly
software like Microsoft Windows™ 3.0, Just
turn it on and you'll be readsy to, wor I\-pohsh—
ing ofl term papers. moving text aaud graphies
W |lh the click of a mouse. ‘ank can be—fun.
FBM offers a var ety of Selected \cademic
Solutions*—a range of PS/2° and PS/1*

- inodels to choose from. And with special stit-
dent prices and affordable loan pavments**

1

bookstore S

manager Carol Van Danburgh

who feels that “a security system
isn’t what the Bard community
needs. There is a shoplifting
problem, but a security system
isn’tthe solution.” The bulky Dual
Corridor Security System, which
wassituated at theentrance of the
bookstore, was removed before

. returning students arrived in an-
ticipation of the back to school

:

*This olfer lsavalfabre to nonprohit hwghe educalion msmutsons therr students, facully and slall as well as 10 nonprofit K 12 inskitutions, their !acullv and sl aH
These IBM Selected Academic Solutionis are available through participating campus outlets, IBM Authoned PC Dealers certifiod tu remarke! Sttocted Acadon
Solutions or IBM t 800222 7257 Orders are subject o availabilly and IBM may withdraw the offer at any ime without notice **P$/2 Loan for Learnig iols

you borrow $1.500 $8.000. t The Bonus Pack expires Decemiber 31. 1991, IBM and RS/2 are registered trademarks and PS, 1 s a trademark of Intertierml
Buswness Machines Cerporalror\ Miciosoftis aregistered lruemark and Windows s a trademark u! whicrosuft Carporspun ¢ 1991 1BM Corp

UM and you'll get a special Bonus Pac lﬂ'L worth
~over $i ()()ﬂ in savings on air travel, phone
calls.software and more. You probabh (hdn t
expeet that. cither. Well.
you fearn something new .
every tld\ After all, isnt
that ‘what colle. e is all
" about? Visit YOUR campus
outlet 1o find out how to
make anIBM Personal
System t'lir'k_ﬁ;r_w{l.

best pohcy

bookstore chaos of book and sup-
ply buying.

Van Danburgh will rely on her
staff and the Bard community to
ensure that the booksote does not
suffer such a great inventory loss
again.

theyre even easy to bm et

e

R R,

‘River view revealed

Trees are being cleared to restore the original sight lines |
' from Blithewood Mansion, which allow better views of the|
Hudson river and Catskill mountams.

<L)

Director of Security, Bob Boyce,
called Bard’s relatively unevent-
ful summer “very satisfactory
from our viewpoint.” Aside from
a car break-in reported by a stu-

i dent working on campus for the
; summer, no incidents of any sig-
" nificance were reported to secu-

rity. 7
Theremoval of a stereoand two
speakers from a car located in the

" Tewksbury lot in late July could
< havebeenpartially dueto thecar’s

condition, said Boyce. The back
window of the car had been bro-
ken since sometime last semester,
according to Boyce, and -weeds
had grown up around the car
during several weeks during
which the car sat unused. “It may
have looked abandoned, so
someone decided to help themself
to the stereo and speakers,” Boyce
suggested.

In another incident that took
placeduringL & T, a few students

- had a conflict at a Student Center

event. According to witness,

. Albert Height, two Bard students

jumped on stage and ignored re-
quests that they return to the au-
dience. A few of the band mem-
bers from Uneasy Mayhem pushed
the students off of the stage, mak-
ing them angry. Later in the
evening, theband membersagain
encountered the two who had al-
legedly become violent. After
calling security, Height and other
band members pushed one stu-

“dent out the door with a micro-

phonestand, whilerestraining the
other student. According to
Height, thestudent whohad been
forced outside took the micro-
phone stand with him, using it to

Secure summer for Bal_.‘d

by Tatiana Prowell

“ consumptionon the Bard campus

smash a window in the down-

stairs recording studio.

Although Boyce was uncertain
as to what was used to break the |
window, hefelt certain thatasolid
object must have been used to}
smash the steel mesh reinforced |
glass. He found no motivation for |
the vandalism, as nothing wasj
disturbed inside the room; how-
ever, Height alleges that the stu-
dent, who knew the band fre-
quently used therecordingstudio,
broke the window in revenge.

Boyce did recall a student
coming to security thatsamenight
asking for treatment of a cut on
hishand. Apparently, thestudent
said he had been cut while at-
tempting to avoid being hit witha
microphone stand. Height claims
that the cut did not occur during
the struggle, but rather when the
angry student broke the down-
stairs window. .

Apart from this incid ent, prob-
lems during L & T were minimal.
Boyce partially attributes this to
thecollege’srecommendation that
L & T be alcohol and substance-
free. Although it was not an
enforcedpolicy, but rather a sug-
gestion on the part of the college,
“for the most part, people have
respected the wishes of the col-
lege.” One freshman, Chloe Pot-
ter, commented, “I think that
people have been drmkmg, but
not excessively.”

" Boyce believes that alcohol di-
minishes sound judgment; how-
ever, attempting to forbid its

would only send it and its ac-
companying problems under-
ground. He does cite the state law
which prohibits drinking under
age 21, but calls it “unrealistic” to
expect the campus to be com-
pletely dry.




N ackenoff evaluation letter

continued from page 2
§ [did notcometo thisreading entirely uninitiated. Somelong hme ago, after Professor
§ Nackenoff left Chicago, I read early drafts of a small number of chapters, early probes,
. § ifyoulike. And I had known her, and her work when she was a studentdent in political
§ theory with Joesph Cropsey and later when she moved into American politics through
§ NORC training and the tutorial direction of David Greenstone. With this background
and knowledge I approached the task of review with a positive predisposition, but I
- § wasnotprepared tobe bowled overasThave been by the combination of craft, maturity,

§ and originality that mark Carol's work, and especially her magistenal Culture Wars and

0 the Battle for the Republic.

§ Quite simply, this is a wonderful book: imaginative in its readings, intuitive in its
interpretations, lucid in its prose. In all, the volume manges both to be rigorous and
playful, no mean combination. It is certain, on publication, to win wide attention and
regard—and initiate not a little amount of debate.

For this book is provocative in the best sense of the term.Its central themes; as I read

them, are three: The first transcends the specificities of American political culture and
development. It is concerned with the knotty problem of ideology. Here Carol seeks a
§ grounding of ideology in material reality without the usual reductionism; to the
contrary, she insists that some privileged clusters of ideas that intersect with social
§ structure and material conditions in distinctive ways come to provide mappings of
g social reality that are so supple that they can long survive the conditions that brought
g theminto being. The Alger stories with a distinctive and repehtlve formula resonated
#l in just this way for reasons she identifies.

d Hersecond large theme concerns the interplay of social change and representational
§ discourse in late 19th and early 20th century America. The large-scale changes in the
d state, economy, and civil somety of the Gilded Age epoch provoked new readings and
i interpretations, but not in any simple unmediated fashion. Professor Nackenoff is
interested both in how the Alger stories’ reading of this complex moment of change at
# once was partial (it left out much of the strain and the negative while constructing a
§ most positive portrait of the situation on the ground and the maneuverability of
individuals within it} yet compelling, so muich so that it became something of the
dominant idiom. And understanding of this intertwining leads Professor Nackenoff to

a very supple consideration both of the content of these materials and to an account of

« RN

how they found a credulous audlence '

- Third, she is interested, in her language, in how these representations continued o
seize the American imagination in the 20th century well after their time bound
elements should have rendered themanachronistic. One key to her answeris that Alger
was not a simple reflection of dominant class interests. Alger’s texts were one vision in
a conflictual universe that for reasons she explores managed to becomie defining
features of the ideological mainstream of American political culture in this century by -
achieving allegorical status.

Inrecent times there hasbeena burgeomng of work in the social sciences and hlstory
that focuses on signification. From one vantage point Professor Nackenoff’s work may
$0 be described. But this would be a misleading portrait. For this book is genuinely
innovative, even original, in its insistence in maintaining within political-cultural
studies the tension between structural conditions and representation, culture, agency.
Moreover, drawing on a developing literature on the diffusion of culture and on her
own careful research, Professor Nackenoff treats the extension of influence not simply
as a matter of ideas but of material culture. _

If, in brief, political culture consists in large measure of stories we tel ourselves about
ourselves (a definition Iborrow frommy New School colleague George Shulman), then
surely this book is one of the best contributions I know to unpacking and understand-

" ing American political culture.

You will understand my focus on this volurne, but I vvlsh also to say that the various
other pieces on such subjects as equal protection, difference, and economic dualism
you sent along demonstrate considerable range in areas as diverse as jurisprudence,m
gender studies, and political economy. In short, I have been very impressed.

“Three more words. The first is to assure you that I do not often writelettersin this tone

“of such strong admiration. I am not given to hyperbole. The second is to predict with

the publication of Culture Wars Professor Nackenoff will achievea level of visibility she
could not yet possibly have secured. Last, I note that she is a person who puts her bets
on a small number of projects that are fully realized rather than wagering on a strategy
of many smaller initiatives. Hers is a risky strategy, but one that in this case has more
than paid off.

Thope thisreadingi is helpful to your deliberations. l will be happy to amplify on these
remarks should that prove helpful. '

Please accept my best regards. -

Sincerely, '

Ira Katznelson

Culture Wars and the Battle for the Republic: |
Adolescence and Allegory in the Fiction of Horatio Alger, Jr.

by Carol Nackenoff

This book is an investigation
into the persistence and place of
the formulas of Horatio Alger, Jr.
in American political discourse.
Theroutesand methodsof Gilded
Age Alger heroes continue to be
held up as models for success for
late twentieth century individu-
§ als, while the social and economic
§ world in which the Alger charac-
| ters succeeded has long since
# vanished. This examination asks
4 what accounts for the reproduc-
# tion of patterns of discourse and
4 beliefs; it seeks to explain the
1 means by which an ideology of
§ self-help and individualism man-
fl ages to survive or transform it-
g self.

This study has two purposes. It
re-examines the Alger formula in
the context of the transformation

of the economy,society and po]'ity‘

in the second half of the nine-
teenth century Contrary to de-
pictions of Alger as apologist for
capitalism or as romanticizer of a

dyingera, thisstudy demonstrates -

-that Alger recognized and at-
j tempted to manage many of the
3 contradictions of the emerging
# order. Thetalesreferred toaworld
3 of hardship, uncertainty, disloca-

tion, dispossession, concentration
of power, and urban migration
with which Alger’s audience was
becoming acquainted. The for-
mula offered guidebooks to sur-
vivaland keptheroes from falling

prey to illegitimate power.

“Thesecond purpose of the study
is to raise a broad problem about
the relationship between lived
experlence and political beliefs. It
enquires whether there was
somethingabout the kind of sense

these formulas made of the world

of the.later half of the nineteenth
century that helped explain why
Alger was available for appro-
priationor incorporationasamore
enduring element and symbol in
American political discourse.
Alger, a Harvard- trained clas-
sics scholar and Unitarian minis-
ter, waged war on differences of
taste, culture, and habits in order
to maintain that we remained of
one estate. But if the predominant
concern for leadership of the
young was a conservative one
shared with self-appointed moral
guardians, including authors of

Abstract

advice manuals and religious fic-
tion, Alger nonetheless battles for
the Republicwithdemocraticflair.
Almost anyone could become an
heir to the republic; character—

largely under the control of the

individual—was value. As these
works maintained that we were
all potentially of one estate,
Alger’s works engaged in both
mioral reform and levelling. This
fiction attacked the idle rich, in-
vited poor heroes into uptown
parlorsand dining roomsonterms
of equality, challenged powerand
social hierarchy, meted out justice
to evildoers, madenature triumph
over artifice, and arranged for the
market to recognize character. His
works spoke a kind of resistance
to class differéntiation and indi-
vidualism while upholding tradi-
tional values of community and
virtue. These works had the po-
tential to speak to different class
audiences; this capacity was en-
hanced by the diversity of print

vehicles in which they appeared

Alger’s fiction also sought to in-

cline readers toward virtue by
arguing that it paid off in the cur-
rency of the day. He remained
optimistic about change and the
materialopportunitiesitafforded.
but in making justice pay in dol-
lars, Alger left tradition and mo-
dernity in uneasy tension. The
guardians of culture who railed
against Alger’s works at the end
of the century thought material-
ism had won, and so, too, did the
shapers of Alger’s reputation car-
lier this century.

Algertried to demonstrate what
many wished to be true: that we
areall of dneestate ata time when
classes were being increasingly
differentiated in wealth, life

chances, residence, space, lan-

guage, culture, amusements, and
reading tastes. He offered a myth
of unity when there werefew such
myths to be had. This battle for
the identity of the Republic con-
tinues to shape late twentieth cen-
tury political discourse.

The Alger story isan allegory of

the Republic, in which the adoles-
cent of the Republic is the ado-
lescent Republic: The Alger hero
_ undertakes a rite of passage. In
this story, the young Republic
faces dangers which threaten its
moral fibre, strength, purpose,
and identity. The youth of the
Republic not only promises to at-
tain his manhood and his inde-
pendence at the end, but his vir-

.tue is.intact. In contrast to the

apocalyptic tones and jeremiads
of the advice literature of the pe-
riod, in Alger’s formulation, vice
would not become the undoing of
the republic. The real optimism of
the Alger story lies here—notina
promise of material riches.

The Alger formula offers a vi-
sion of our future-and our past, -
and the relation between these. In
it, Jeffersonian virtues meet the
industrial era and survive. The
country meets the city, and both
win: virtue and economic oppor-
tunity are wedded. And in it, the
American jeremiad exhorts its
audience to stand true to its prin-
ciples and meet the forces threat-
ening to undo the grand experi-
ment. v



”Let them eat'late”'

by Greg Glaccw

Food is the single most impor-"

~ tant concern in the lives of all
‘communities. In the Bard com—
munity food usually becomes a
pressing concernon Saturday and
Sunday mornings when it is not
available. Last week when Kline
announced that it would open at
11:30 a.m. instead of the usual,
but still too late, time of 11:00 a.m.
At11:30 a.m., meals cease to be of
the “Brunch” category. A near
riot ensued._To avoid these
Atticaesque conditions, brunch

resumed its ordinary time slot the

next mormng

The fault is not that of Woods
Food Service. Their contractonly
requires them to open at 11:30.

-a.m. on weekends. The fault lies
with that member of the admin-

istration who screwed up the ne-
gotiations. Tt would be a good
ideato renegotxate the contract so
that breakfast would be available

before 11:00 a.m. But don’t take

the suggestion from me, take it
from the bread riots in pre-revo-_
lutionary Russia or the starving
peasants in pre-revolutlonary

France and the countless prison- | .
_ers who noted for food
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iefin consultation with the’
Editorial Board. Any opinions which

Llstemng to
foreign
accents

Dear Editor,

In speaking to your reporter ]

about Professor Carol Nackenoff
[Observer,Sept.4,1991], 1 had said
that she is very committed to the
teaching vocation. Your news
story quoted me as saying that

she is “very committed to the-

teaching and education.” This
statement is incoherent. I do not
know what is appropriate jour-

nalistic practice. But if such a re-,

mark were to occur in a student
paper, [ would have expected the
writer to double-check the source
and, if the quotation turns out to
be accurate, to add “sic” in pa-
rentheses indicating that the
quotation, despite the poor
grammar, is a faithful reproduc-
tion of the original statement.
Itis probably my accent that led
to the misquote. The error does
not change the substance of what
Isaid. Butsomething more serious
may be at stake. Why didn’t the
bad grammar inthe statementgive
the reporter cause for pause? By
tolerating passivity towards ap-

parently incoherent speech, do we.

not encourage passivity towards
incoherentthoughtaswell? I hope
itisnotpolitically incorrectat Bard
to listen carefully to, reflect on,

and challenge whata teacher with _

a foreignraccent says.

Sincerely,
Sanjib Baruah

CLASSIFIEDS &

PERSONALS

RAISE $500...$1000...$1500
FOOLPROOF FUNDRAISING
For your fraternity,sorority,
team or other campus organiza-
tion. Absolutely no investment
required! Act now for the chance
to win a Caribbean and fabulous

. pnzes'
CALL 1-800-950-8472, ext 50 .

Mom, they won't let me run the
editorials I like--Greg

Dad, I didn't want you to feel
left out--Greg

Personals and classifieds are free
for the Bard community. Drop
them off at the library, in campus
mail, or the box in Kline.

]THE EDITOR! |
‘Observe this

Dear Editor:
In his article, “Not Enough PC

-Talk,” Neal Brofee defines “po-

litical correctness” as “ a set of |
prefabricated opinions about
whatisright whichlimits the abil-
ity to express alternative posi-
tions.” Under this defmmon, Mr.
Brofee’s survey is itself a perfect
example of political ‘correctness.

" The statements prefabncated for

the survey were a set of opinions |
about what is right. The |
Agree...Disagree left no room for §
respondentstoexpressalternative .
positions. The survey does show §
that students do, indeed, have

opinions. Whether or not those }
opinionsare prefabricated, and to

- what extent that prefabrication

mightlimitindividual expression, |
are not addressed at all by the |

" survey, For this research format,

statements such as “I believe that §
my political opinions are origi- |
nal,” and “T always express the |
same political vies, no matter who

Tam talking to,” might have pro- |
duced conclusive results. The
conclusions of Mr. Brofee’sstudy, |
however, were drawn from his |
initial hypothesis and buffered |
with research that did not, in fact,

fest that hypothesis. The study

. must, therefore, be regarded as

invalid. N

Edward P. Slocomb

LETTERS AND OTHER
~ SUBMISSIONS CAN BE
SUBMITTED TO THE
OBSERVER THROUGH
CAMPUS MAIL, THE BOX
BEHIND THE FRONT
DESK IN THE LIBRARY,
OR AT OUR OFFICE IN
THE TEWKSBURY ~
BASEMENT. ALL
SUBMISSIONS MUST BE
SIGNED.




BARD COLLEGE: SEPTEMBER 12-18,1991

Information ‘and apphcatlons for the N ahonai Endow-

mentof Humanities Summer Stipend are available from

the Dean of the Cgllege Deadline for submission is
October 1, 1991.._Each college can nominate three
members of its faculty for these stipends. No more than
two of these; nominees may bein the early stages of their
careers. That is, junior nominees - specifically, those
- holding the rank of Assistant Professor. The second
category of nominee (Senior) are for those holdmg the -
rank of Associate or Full Professor.” Please stop by the
Deans offxce for further mformahon

The Internatlonal Peacemaker, The Reverend Norman'

e 2

Bent, will be at Pleasant Plains Presbyterian Church,
Sunday, Sept. 29*, 1991. He has served as a mediator
during the crisis between the government and the East
Coast Miskito people. Now pastor of the Moravi
Church in Managua, he is serving as an International

Peacemaker for the USA Presbyterian Church as weli o

Norman Bent w111 lead worship and preach at 9: 30 am.
at the church He will speak again at 11:00 a.m. at a

pubhc forum on the topic of Nicaragua and the need for

peace in Central America. Pleasant Plains Church is
Iocated on Hollow Road- 7 miles north of Hyde Park off -
Route9-G. Everyoneis welcome. For more mformatmn,
, please caﬂ the Church at 889—4019

: :bserver Meetmgs
- 'Iherewx]lbeameetmg for writerson Monday at 8:30 p.m.
in Aspinwall, third floor. 'Ihosemterestedmlayoutshou]d

meet Thursday at 7 p.m. in the basement of Tewksbury.

The deadline for outside submissions is Friday at 5: OO p m.

- Turn mate:rlal in to the Observer ofﬁce

'Art Dlspfays |

Now showmg atthe Edith C. Blum ArtInstitute through

Sep. 15%: “Censored in 1962, Celebrated in1991: Eli

Bielutin and the New Russxan Avant Garde.” Tt is the

preitier exhibit in the U.S. of thl.S founder of alternauve
art educahon

]om in the Dance

Take > part in Scottish Country Dancing- traditional so-

cial dances of Scotland. There will be an introductory
-dance party in the Student Center (Old Gym) at Bard
-from 7:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.on Saturday, Sept. 74 You

. ;don’t need to bring a partner, you don’t need to have

experience, e, and you don’t have to be Scottish to enjoy
‘the dancing...but please wear soft-soled shoes if you
~have them; ballet shoes or moccasins are ideal. A new
class will beginon Sept. 18*and will meet from 7:00 p.m.
to 9:00 p.m. on the first, third, and fifth Wednesdays of
--each month (location to be announced.) For more

* Zinformation call:

S “  #462-6056 Marsha Kent
- #757-4214 Bill & Sheryl Griffith
T #758-8273 Samantha Miller

Madrlgal Smgers

Members of the Bard Community chorus are forming a
~-madrigal group. Those interested in joining please
-contact Megan Hasne at Ext. 250 or Chen-Lay Ong at

“Yom Kippur Services

Bard's new rabbi, Jonathan Kligler, is also rabbi of the . .

Woodstock Jewish congregation, 30 minutes from Bard
in the town of Woodstock. The congreganon is highly
innovative and informal, and everyone in, theBard
community is invited to participate in all events. The

'followmg is a schedule for the ngh Holy Days .

Yom Klppur

6:30 p.m. Kol Nldre

10:00 a.m. Services

5:00 p.m. Book of Jonah
~ (reading & discussion)

6:15 p.m. Neilah (closing)

followed by communal break-fast.
Directions: from ngston, take Rt. 28 to Rt. 375, which
brings you to Woodstock. GorightonRt. 212 for4miles. |
You will see the fent on theright. Servicesareheld inthe -
tent, sodress for the weather! For more information, call
the synagogue at 246-1671 or Rabbi Kligler at 679-9784.
L'shanah Torah- toa good sweet year!

'Tuesday, 9/17
Wednesday 9/18

Introductory Yoga

o Thls course will be taught on Thursday nights, from 6

7:30 p.m.in Olin 202, starting Sept. 12 The fee is $20.00
for eight sessions. Instructor Ben Vromen will be
available toanswer questions on Sept. 5" from 6-7:00 p m.

_in Olin 202.
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