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C	o	m	e			C	l	o	s	e	r

E 	 l 	 e 	 k 	 t 	 r 	 a 	 	 	 B 	 a 	b 	 i 	 a 	n





For 	Mar la 	and 	Kevo .

A 	 l ov i ng 	 t hank 	 you 	 t o 	my 	pa rent s , 	 Zoë 	Bab i an , 	 Tanya

Marcuse , 	Daphne 	 F i t zpa t r i c k , 	 and 	 eve r yone 	 e l s e 	who

he lped 	 and 	 suppor t ed 	me 	du r i ng 	 t h i s 	 p ro j ec t 	 and 	my

t ime 	 a t 	 B a rd . 	 I 	 cou ld 	 no t 	 have 	 done 	 i t 	w i thou t 	 you .





A	cool	breeze	travels	up	my	arm	as	I 	 let	my	body	sink	into	the	couch.	The	fan	pointed	in

my	direction	muff les	the	surrounding	noises, 	yet	I 	can	sti l l 	hear	the	grandfather	clock

tick. 	 I 	hear	the	back	screen	door	of	the	house	continuously	open	and	close	from	the	hot

wind	creeping	in	from	the	backyard. 	The	front	door	opens	and	a	bright	beam	of	sunlight

fol lowed	by	a	slap	of	heat	hits	my	body. 	My	father	enters	the	door	frame	backlit 	and

appears	 l ike	an	anonymous	si lhouette, 	but	I 	know	it ’s 	him.	He	says	something	to	me	as	he

walks	 in	that	makes	me	laugh	and	takes	a	seat	next	to	me	on	the	couch.	My	mom	pokes

her	head	around	the	l iving	room	doorway	and	asks	 if 	we	want	some	lemonade.	We	accept

her	offer	and	she	 joins	us	on	the	rocking	chair	as	we	al l 	 look	out	the	window.	I 	recal l 	the

three	of	us	sharing	this	space, 	our	home,	and	feel ing	frozen	in	time.	I 	make	myself

appreciate	this	moment. 	 I 	want	to	hold	onto	it 	 forever, 	to	never	forget. 	My	father	starts

to	discuss	his	memories	of	when	he	and	mom	f irst	bought	our	home.	He	tel ls 	me	that	the

family	that	 l ived	here	before	us	had	a	child	around	my	age. 	 I 	think	about	this	child

sitting	in	the	same	spot	as	me.	Did	that	child	share	a	similar	moment	 l ike	this; 	do	they

remember	a	t ime	sitting	in	the	heat, 	 letting	the	hot	sunshine	kiss	their	face	as	they

share	a	g lass	of	 lemonade?

Come	Closer 	 is 	dear	to	me.	Throughout	the	project, 	 I ’ve	been	accepted	into	the	homes

and	private	 l ives	of	my	subjects. 	They	al lowed	me	to	gently	g l impse	the	intimacy	of	their

homes. 	I 	bel ieve	that	I 	have	to	hold	myself 	responsible	as	a	photographer	to	ensure	my

subjects	feel 	safe, 	not	 intruded	on,	and	make	sure	they	get	something	out	of	the

experience	as	well . 	A	home	is	expected	to	be	sacred;	a	place	of	comfort	a	family	can

reside	in. 	To	enter	a	stranger ’s 	 intimate	space	there	must	be	an	opportunity	for	trust	or

wil l ing	faith. 	 I 	connected	with	my	subjects	to	establish	a	harmonious	relationship	with

communication, 	patience, 	and	respect. 	Come	Closer	aims	to	capture	the	power	and

demeanor	of	f leeting	moments	 in	homes	that	I 	seek	to	honor.
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