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Shkliarevsky on his

return to Russia

by Jason Van Driesche

Claiming police brutality and
administrative indifference, stu-
dents at Oberlin College in Ober-
lin, Ohio have organized to pro-
test the way in which local police
and administrative officials dealt
with a student-organized demon-
stration that took place on Friday,
April 13.

According to a press release
issued by the Student Defense
Committee, a group organized
specifically to address this issuc,
the April 13 demonstration was
organized as a “speakout against
bigotry.” The protest focused on
four issues it saw as being press-
ing: large tuition hikes over the
next five vears (total costs will

Volume 97, Number 12

Oberlin students claim police brutality

exceed $28,000 by 1994), poor
minority recruitment and reten-
tion rates, the exclusion of gay
and lesbian organizations from
college publicity, and slow insti-
tutional response to the needs of
disabled students, .

‘The committee’s statement of
their account of the event, issued
April 18, said that on April 13, a
group of approximately 75 to 80
students gathered at thecollegeat
11:00 p.m., intending to “chant
slogans, march to the president’s
houscand then havea ‘speak out’
against bigotry in front of the
house.” They were joined by
approximately 100 morestudents
along the way.

When the studerts arrived at
the president’s house, the state-
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ment continues, they chanted and
spoke on the president’s lawn for
about 10to 15 minutes. The police
warned several students that they
wore trespassing, but, according
to the Student Defense Commit-
tee, “themajority of the students...
did not hearaclear warning that if
they did not dwpurw they werein
danger of arrest.”

The police then moved in, at-
tempting to “take those assumed
to be the ‘leaders.”” According to
the statement, it was at this point
that the police officers became
violent: “The police were choking
and beating any students who
tried tolink arms with thespeaker.
They used long flashiights, bludg-
coning students on the head and
legs... ofticers were seen running

‘ ARTS
| Poet Michael Hofmann
i
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in random directions, striking |
people indiscriminately.” In his ¢
official police statement, one of |

the students stated that he was |

told by an officer that “'We don't
want to negotiate. We're goiny to
kill you all in a couple of min-
utes.””

The administration gavea sub-

- stantially different account of the

night’s events. According to
Robert Haslun, Secretary of the
College, it is standard operating
procedurefor the college to notify
the security department of any

protests of which it learns. If the |

demonstration is off-campus (as
was the April 13 protest), the se-
curity department automatically
notifies the local police.

Haslun said that the police were
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on the scene only to maintain
order, but moved in to arrest a
student participating in the dem-
onstration on a bench warrant,

! which is a warrant issued for an

+individual who has failed to ap-

pear in court for a minor charge
such as a speeding ticket, and al-
low any police officer to arrest
thatindividual at any time. When
the police spotted the student and
moved in to arrest him, said
Haslun, the protesters “assumed
that this was the beginning of a
mass arrest.” Haslun was not at
the protest, but said that the
administrators who had been
present did not report any exces-
sive violence on the part of the
police. .
continued on page 9

Bard receives grant

by Keightie Sherrod and Jason
Van Driesche

Bard has been made the recipi-
entof a substantial grant of equip-
ment from the IBM corporation
thanks to the Institute for Writing
and Thinking’s participation in
IBM’s Teacher Education Grant
program. The grant will provide
over $150,000 in computer equip-

ment, networking, and personnel
training to the college,

The awarding of this grant
marks the culmination of over six
months of concerted effort by the
Institute and the Henderson
Computer Resources Center to
convince IBM that the Institute’s
programs uniquely qualified it to
receive this grant, which is usu-
ally awarded’ (mly to schools with

to expand
cstablished graduate school pro-
grams in teacher cducation. The
Institute’s programs provide in-
service training and workshops
in the teaching of writing and
thinking to over 2500 middie
school, sccondary school, and
college teachers every year.

This acquisition will requirc an
expansion of theexisting physical
structure of the computer center,
which is the financial responsibii-
ity of the college. While 'severat
constructionoptions arestiltunder
consideration, the most likely is
that the roof of the conter wiil be
raised and a second story added.
“Space is in short supp)yvon main
campus, 20 wereally have to stick
with what wo have,” said Direc-
tor of Computer Education Mi-
chael Lewis,

Thespace created by theexpan-
sion of the computer center will
be used to create a model class-
room which will most probably
include 24 student workstations
and one teacher station, cach with
low-level IBM I’S/2 compufors,

against theroom’s four walls, with
movabletablesin thecenter. Lewis
and Director of the Institute for
Writing and Thinking Paul Con-

nolly agrecthat this configuration |

will increase the human factor in
the computer classroom, as stu-
dents and instructors will be able
to work at their stations and hold
tace-to-face discussions in the
same spaces

The classroom will be used as
both ashoweaseof thetechnology
and techniques it employs and a

© training center for teachers visit-
[ ing Bard through the Institute’s

programs . As the Institute’s pro-
grams are tailored to the needs of
working teachers, who are not
available for conferences on week-
days, the classroom and its facili-
ties will usually be available as a
regular part of the computer con-
ter to the Bard community as a
whole during the week .

The effort to obtain the grant |

arose from the separate goals of
the two departments. The Insti-
tute, according to Connolly, had

computer resources

longbeen “interested inthe powoer

of the collaboration of ‘students
and what they can teach one an-
other.” If cach student had a
computer console networked with
those of the rest of his class, he
went on to say, the class could get

" away from the trontal lecture for-

mat that is the traditional, but not
necessarily the bu\t mcthod for
conducting a class.

Connolly stressed that the gmm
will not be used for the Institute’s
programs only. It will be used by
Bard faculty to develop innova-
tive teaching strategics utilizing
the networked computers as well.
He savs that the Institute’s main
objective inapplving forthisgrant.
was to create a system that would
“involve students inconversation
withecachotherabout what they're
reading and give thema chanceto
articulate what they're thinking-
and share it with others.”

Connolly, who has.employed a
system of “computer conversa-
tions” in one of his classes this

c'antinued on page 2
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by Jason Van Driesche

- As might be expected, Bard's.
annual budget has grown mark-
edly as the population of the col-
lege has increased over the years.
Over the years, though one thing
has remained constant: thebudget
and the process by which it is
formulated ultimately dictate the
means of operation of cvery part
of the college. lronically, most
students have little or no idea
where Bard’s money comes from,
whereit goes,or whodecides what
path cach dollar takes.

ing the fiscal year in question,
when the office of the Comptroi-
ter of the College sends out forms
to every department in the col-

ments then list their requests for

tege. The heads of all the depart- |

funding for the year and submit
the form to their superiors by
January 15,

All the requests are submitted
by March 1 to the Dean of the
College, who reviews the propos-
als. The Dean then meets with
Chuck Crimmins, the Comptrol-
ler, by March 20. Together they
make recommendations and con-
sult with the heads of the depart-

ments about any dlffomnces of |

opinion.
At the same time that this last
stage of the fine-tuning of the

i budget is taking place, the mem-

The budget formulation proc- :
ess begins in the January preced- |

1

bers of the faculty of the college
negotiatetheir salary increases for
the coming year. Once finalized,
these figures areadjusted into the
finished version of the budget.
The revised budget proposal is
then submitted on May 1 to Ex-
ecutive Vice President Papadimi-

triou. A final round of recommen-
dations, questions, and negotia-

tions ensues, and the final version |

is proposed at the Board of Trus-
tees meeting in late May.

The Board of Trustees makes
any changes it feels are necessary,
but according to Crimmins, it
“generally approves the budget
as is.” The Board then prepares a
six-month budget and sends it to
the college. If the college is on
budget at the halfway mark of the
fiscal year, it issues a second six-
month budget at its December
meeting.

A close examination of "the
budget for the current fiscal year
(July 1, 1989 to June 30, 1990) re-
veals anumber ofinteresting facts
about the operation of thecollege.
The budget forecast given at the
Board of Trustees meeting held
on January 24, 1990 projected a

total bud get of $23,955,000 for the

year. This is significantly higher |

than the $23,212,000 projected at
the beginning of the fiscal year.

Inordertoavoid confusion, this
articte will use only the projected
figures presented at the January
24 Board of Trustces meeting. It
will beassumed that these figures
are projected, so as to avoid repe-
tition.

The income side of the balance
sheet is dominated by tuition and
fees, which total $13,973,000 for
the year. The second largest cate-
gory is gifts and grants, which
totals $4,950,000. This is followed
by auxiliary enterprises such as
roein, board, and the income from
the bookstore, which total
54,396,000, Income from the Bard
Center and the college’s endow-
ment comeinadistant fourth and
fifth, at $280,000 and $220,000,
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respectively. - .

Theexpendituressideisdivided
more evenly betweena numberof
differentcategories. At $5,867,000,
instruction is thelargest category;
however, it is followed closely by
financial aid, which totals
$5,057,000. Institutional support
is third at $4,332,000, and is fol-
lowed by auxiliary enterprises at
$3,554,000, Operations and main-
tenance of the plant comes in at
$2,034,000, and cxpenditures for
students services total $1,209,000.
The Bard Conter is steady at
51,000,000, and the library comes
in last at $413,000.

As of the end of the first hatf of
the fiscal year, Bard was $1,353,000
over its projected budget, but ac-
cording to Crimmins, this is noth-
ing to worry about. “We go more
by projections than by actual fig-
ures,” he said. “It alt evens outg}{x
the end.” .

The final lecture in Bard’s 1989-
90 Distinguished Scientist Lecture
Series will deal with computers
and their uses, and will be deliv-
cred by Dr. Stephen Smale at the
Olin Auditorium on Saturday,
April 28, at 2.00 p.m. The Publicis
invited to attend free of charge.

Dr. Smale, Professor of Mathe-
matics at the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley, is a computer
expert and has developed theo-
ries on the use and operation of
computers outside the main-
strcam of computer thinking. His

talk is entitled The Nature of the
Computer: A Non-Traditional Point
of View, and should be of interest
to all computer users.
Dr.Smale’s talk is the sixth and
final lecture of the current aca-
demic year in Bard’s Distin-
guished Scientist Lecture Series.
The series, which dates back to
1979, has brought to Bard 69 emi-
nent scientists, including 38 No-
bel laurecates, speaking on issues
of scientific and general interest.
Thelecture willbeimmediately
preceded by the dedication of the

David Rose Science Laboratories.
The Rose laboratories, housed
in a new building attached to
Bard’s Hegeman Science Hall,
were completed in 1988 with a $1
million gift from the New York
real estate developer Daniel Rose.
The gift of the science wing hon-
ors the memory of David Rose, a
member of the Board of Directors
of the Bard Center and a long-
time friend of the college, who
died in 1986 at the age of 94.
The new wing was built in re-
'sponse to the increased interest in

scienceamong Bard students,and
to carry out Bard's plan to pro-
mote scientific literacy by requir-
ing laboratory experience of all
students. It has augmented the
College’s previously existing sci-
ence facility by approximately
10,000 square feet, and houses
teaching and studentrescarch labs
as well as instrument and com-
puter facilities.

The wing is three stories high,
with one floor each devoted to the
Ludwig Neugarten Biology Cen-
ter, the Jerome I Feldman Physics

Final Distinguished Scientist Lecture to focus on computers

Center, and the College’s chemis-
try center. Built of brick with a
slate roof, it was designed by
Kathy Simon of the San Francisco
firm Simon Martin-Vegue Winkel-
stein Moris,, as a harmonious
additionto thecampus asawhole.
Itformsa partof the main campus
quadrangle which also included
the Olin Building and Fairbairn
Hall.

Speakers at the dedication will
includePresident Botstein, Danicel
Rose, and David E. Schwab 1,
Chairman of the Board of Trus-
tees of Bard College. 7

continued from page 2
scmester, believesthat on-the-spot
interaction. between students
through the networked system of
the IBM model classroom will
provide them with an opportu-
nity to do just that. He said that
Bard’s sclection as a grant recipi-
ent marks “a perfect marriage
between what they [IBM] knew
about their technology and what

.Computer expansion

we know about collaborative
learning.”

The computer center parhcx-
patcd in the grant proposal proc-
ess for different reasons. Lewis
and computer center Director
Bonnie Gilman have been con-
cerned about the inadequacy of
the current facilitics for several
years, and have been secking a

means of improving them. “The

25 SOUTH BROADWAY
RED HOOK, NY 12571
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IBM classroom isa significantstep
forward,” Lewis said. “Facilitics
that need attention will receive it,
and Bard students can fook for-
ward to more and bn_ttur comput-
ing.”

Lewis and Connolly both
stressed that the exact package
which the grant will provide is as
yetundefined. Connolly hasmade
specific requests for cquipment,
but the final decision as to what
goes into the classroom and the

- restofthecomputerceonterrestsin

{BM’s hands. Some of the “better
computing” will probabiy include
networkable programs that the
computer center has been unable
to utilize due to the primitive net-
working system presently in use,
but will now be able to purchase
and use with the new system. The
center also hopes to receive pe-
ripheral devices such as laser

| printers, interaction devices for
the disabled, and external disk

coLDWeELL
BANKGRQ

We have rentals
and
inexpensive

houses.

2264 Route 9G
~ Bridge Approach
Rhinebeck, NY 12572

drives which will allow usors to
transfor files from 5 1/4-inchto 3 §
1/2-inch disks on the [BMs.

Lewis also stated that, in the
interests of maintaining continu-
ity, the computer center plans to
keepits Applecomputersin work-
ing order for as long as is possible.
“We know somoe students still like
to use them. When one breaks
down and we can't fix it, we'll
cannibalizc it for parts to keep the
rest of them running.”

These machines are quickly
growing obsolete, However, the
center plans to gradually replace
them with Macintosh computers
over the next several years. “We
hopeto havebetween fourand six
Macs next fall,” said Lewis. The
Lomputcr center does not antici-

i pate receiving any grants from

the Apple Corporation inthenear
future, however, s0 any cxpan-
sion of the center’s Apple com-
puter facilities will procced more
slowly than its IBM cxpansion.




Bard students clear brush fora play field in an /lppalachuzn youth camp

by Kristan'Hutchison

While some students slept on
sunny beaches, visited exotic
places, or just hung out on cam-
pus, cight Bard students swung
axesand ‘-hnvo]ad dirt. I\{am Brod

Glynis Cotton, Nick Katz, Lorna
Kessler, Mary McMan, Sasha Nog,
Kate Sergel, and Stacey Zelinger
donated their Spring Break to
helping the community of Lin-
coln County, the poorest county

| in WLS'C. Vlrglma

e

Most of the week the -—tudems
worked onthe “Great Oak Farm,”
a camp for Appalachian youth
where they were staying. All the
participants were struck by the
physicalbeauty of the 25acrerural
camp.

Camp Director Bob Weis pro-
vided a list of projects nceded to
improve the camp. “While I was
there 1 just wanted to be work-
ing,” said Zelinger, “It was in-
credible. We were digging tree
stumps out of the ground.” They
cleared a ficld of trees and shrubs
with axes and chain saws, then
planted it with grass for an open
play ficld. Several trenches were

“dugforelectrical wiringand drain-

age. They also painted a house. It
was “a nicc healthy week. It's
really beautiful downthere. It was
also a lot of work,” says Sasha
Noe.

“Basically our day went: wegot
up and had breakfast and went to
work. There was a list of things to
do. We had lunch haph.u.ard]y

At night we just sat around, read
books, and played cards. We were
so isolated there wasn’t really
much to do |for entertainment},”
says Teri Tomaszkiewicz, who
accompanicd the students as the

van driver and did most of the

cooking, “It was wonderful to jult
work with [the students] duriny
the day and cook with them at
night. It gave me a good fee] for
tho Bard students.”

Because it was off-season at the
camp, the students were not able
to mingtc with thecampers. Some
students spent a few days in the
nearby cities to meet the locals.
Kessler, Sergel, and Zelinger

monitored a playground “in the’

city of Charleston, an hour drive,
from the camp. While supervis-
ing the children ‘playing, they
talked tothem, took photographs,
and taped them. “They thought.
we were reporters, and under-
cover cops, and other neat things.
Thcy weregreat kids,” says Zolin'-
gor. ) . )
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in Appalachia during spring break

Brod and Cotton told storiesand
played games with a class in a
local clementary school. “They
went around the circle and told

_something  about themsclves,
mostly about the kind of house
they want to live in. One boy
wantcd a two story house, and
that was a big deal there. And he
wanted 2 liters of Jack Damc]s “
says Cotton. ..
 The students found volunteer-
ing helped them as much as it
helped the community. “Itis kind
of funny, coming from Bard which
is this little Utopian world, going
out to try to holp pmpk I don't
really believe in that,” says Noc,
“Ithe project was]' to help the
people, but a lot of it was just to
help myself,”

“Bard gets pretty Utopic and |
thought volunteering would give
me a sense of perspective and
make me feel [ was helping some-
one,” says Cotton, who would
have preferred working more in

continued on page 9

“Bard to upgrade literacy program with grant

by Sarah Chenven

Hliteracy in the United States
today is a bigger problem than
most of us would like to admit.
Those who want £o learn to read,
however, are given the opportu-
nity to do so by many outrcach
organizations across the country.
Those who wish to help others to
become literate are able to do so
through these groups as well. At
Bard, literacy is quickly becoming
an important issue.

Next fall, Bard will be given a
$50,000 grant with which to fund
a Student Literacy Project. Bard's
two year grant, authorized by the
Federal Literacy Corps Project of
the Departmentof Education, was
the largest given to a school in

New York by the federal govern-'

ment,

Elaine Sproat Ass:qtant Dean
of the college, attributes Bard's
good fortune in obtaining the
grant to the efforts of the college’s
development office; to Joan Boltz,
regional coordinator for Literacy
Volunteers of America in
Poughkeepsic; and to the fact that
Bard students have shown inter-
estin volunteer work, In fact, states
Sproat “92.7 of last year’s incom-
ing freshmen have had volunteer

experience before college. This

represents an obvious concern for
community service on the part of
Bard students.

Thegrant willserveto integrate

academic work with literacy vol-
unteering. Professors in every
department and division are cn-
couraged to work with the Stu-
dont Literacy Project at Bard. Add-

on credit will be offered to stu-

dents who partlclpatl, in classcs

‘already in progress which are

taught by professors wishing to
becomeinvolved inthis program.

The grant will fund, among
other things, training and trans-
portation for volunteers, the es-
tablishment of a library of teach-
ing materialsand reference works,
course materials, record keeping
and evaluation supplies, recruit-
ment, publicity, and will pay ac-
tive faculty members fortheirtime
and supervisionin the project. The
grant also offers a stipend for
student coordinators of the SLP.
Elainc Sproat is the Project Dirce-
tor, students Mark Nichols and
Karen Kolcan are Public Relations
Coordinators, and Mclissa Brand
is the Intake Evaluation Coordi-
nator for next fall. Harriet
Schwartz, Dircctor of Carecer
Development, will work closcly
with individual student tutors as
well as evaluate their perform-
ances. Starting in August of this

year, the SLs office will be lo-

cated in the basement of
Tewksbury. The$50,000 grant will
benefit Bard, volunteers, and the
community. The grant offers Bar-
dians the opportumty to actively
articipate in the bettering of

someone clse’s life by helping
them to become literate.

Although the grant funds a
separate projoct, it is connected
with the literacy project already
in progress at Bard under the
auspices of the Campus Outreach
Group (COG). Says Nichols, who
heads the project, “The grant in
the long run will help to expand
COG.” Adds Sproat, “It’s (SLP)
an independent project that sup-
ports and expands the efforts of
COG.

Since itsinception in the Spring
of 1989, COG has acted as an
umbrella organization to such
groups as the literacy project. As
of now, the program has 17 trained
volunteers on campus, and more
students wanting to become in-
volved. Student training is pro-
vided by COG and by Literacy
Volunteers of America. Several
peoplehavealready beenmatched

with individuals socking | tutors
and many others will begin tutor-
ing soon as well.

Beginning this week, Bard vol-
unteers, as wellas volunteers from
outside the college community,
will be going to a minimum secu-
rity prison in Fishkill once a week
from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. Once at the
prison, volunteers will tutor in-
mates — most of whom are for-

cigners, and most illiterate — in -

subjects such as math, reading,
and writing. The prison alrcady
has an extensive education pro-
gram in place, and other colleges
such as Vassar (which sends 11
student volunteers there) work
there as well. Although people
involved in the literacy project at
Bard arc usually matched care-
fully withthose they willbe work-
ing with, most voluntcers will not
work with the same inmate on
cach visit.

7 I.Mt st. .
| Mgkt Haall, Y. 12571

COG’s literacy pro)oct hasbeen
one of the most successful volun-
teer programs at Bard this aca-
demic vear. Nichols hopes that
the project will help “strengthen’
the relationship between the col-
legeand thecommunity.” Student

. participation has so far been out-

standing, and all whoareinvolved
inboth COG'sliteracy projectand
the Student Literacy Project hope
student  participation remains
active throughout the years. P

NEW LOCATION

20 Garden St.

at West Village Square
next to Mohegan Market
Mon-Sat 9:30-6

Lunch Counter
Open 11-4 daily |
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~ Russian historians re-examine the past

by Sara-Elizebeth Scully

Gennady Shkliarevsky, profes&or '

of East European and Russian his-
tory at Bard, returned to Moscow in
April for the first time since he de-
fected fourteen years ago. He pre-
sented a paper based on research on
The Russian Revolution of 1917 at a
conference sponsored by the National
Committee of Soviet Ilistorians, In-
stitute of History of the U.5.5.R:, and
thef‘lmdemwf‘u'rmreaftheu 5. S R.

S: What was the aim of the con-
fcrcnuo’

G.S.: Ithink it wasin hnc with
whatis goingon now in the Sovict
Union. That is, the reconsidera-
tion of its past, reexamination of
probably every aspectoflifein the
Sovict -Union, restructuring its
political and cconomic system.
The reexamination of history is
very much a part of that rcexami-
nation of every aspect of life. His-
torical studies in the Soviet Union
have oxperienced,since per-
estroika started, a great deal of
criticism. Their current books are
not considered to be adequately
reflecting the events in history

S:This implics that they are not
giving all the facts. ‘ :

G.S.: They'ré not telling the en-
tire truth,. Historical studies in
theSoviet Union werevery strictly
guarded and regulated by the
party. Historians werenotallowed
to study the events from an objec-
tive point of view.

S : How did this effect your
studying history in the USS.R.?

GS.: Firstofalll grewupinthe
period when' there was a consid-

crablercevaluation of théseviews.

That created a period of intense
reexamination of our own beliefs,
of our own values. Stalin, the
person who was supposed to
embody for us all the virtues of a
soua]:st m1n was in 19:6 pro-

claimed [by Kruzchev] to bea vil-
fain.
5:Soyour generation was more
free to discover that ‘outlook?
G.S.: Yes. With de-Stalinization
certain literature appeared in
Russia that was inaccessible be-
fore, some works by western phi-
losophers, historians, p()litologists
and sociologists. In addition to
this, theold outlook collapsed and
wehad to actively elaboratea new
outlook. We were given very little
guidarice from the official circles,
with morcinfluencefromthe west.
S :50 would vou say that what
is happening now with per-
estroika was incubating back in
the 1950°s? _
G5 Absolutely. Morcover,
cven the period of so called stag-
nation under Brezhnev witnessed
certain changes in society and the
political system that led to the
emergericeof Gorbachevand pcr-
ostroika,

S : What do you fwl has

changed?

G.S.: Firstof all we havo to 'aay
that political system under Gor-
bachev, justas with Kruschev, was
significantly modificd, But, | want
to add moresstrongly, what | have
obscrved is a very' profound
change, a complete collapseof the
old system of values. The kind of

outlook that was created under

Stalinand was still, to someextent
maintained under Kruschev and

Brezhnev, is now no longer exis-

tent, even it the party circles.
S : How would you define the

old one compared or contrast to

the new onc?

G.S.: Thereis nonewone. There
is vacuum now and that is why
the attitude by and large is very
nihilistic. There was a system of
belicfs, their clue to why things
were the way they were, where
they are coming from and where
thevarc gom;., Fhu ma;orltydon t
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4 COUPON.

§ 17 North Broadway
Red Hook

1 758-5808

HOURS: MON-THURS 11 AM-11 PM}
- FRI&SAT 11 AM-12 MIDNIGHT

SUN 3 PM-11 PMl

believein socialism anymore, That
istheitem of faith that wasalways
there and it is the one they no
longer have,

I found mysclf at the confer-
enceinaratherawkward position
whoen [ had to defend Brezhnev,
telling my soviet colleagues that
there were some positive things
thatoccurred under Brezhnevand
that built the base for the current

we had shorthand writers who
were sitting and jotting down
cverything... and all the sudden
this man comes on stage, cssen-
tially delivers a political speech

attacking people half of whom [ |

don’t know, and people perfectly
accepted it!

Most of the papers cither rep-
resented the kind of history writ-
ton prior to perestroika or with a

Believing in America is like
believing in Shang-ri-la. [The
Russians] know that this world

 exists, but it is completely
inapplicable to their own reality.

change under Gorbachev, Thev
fclt the only epithets you could
apply to history would be nega-
tive ones. -

S:lsitjust ruactmnar)'f‘

G.S. [t probably is reactionary.
They refuse to rationally, dispas-
sionately and objectively exam-
ine the past history.

S: Isn’tthatcontrary to whatan
historian is supposed to do?

G : The conference was ex-
tremely politicized. They're fight-
ing some kind of a political
struggle using that conference as
aforum. Probably the most objec-
tive werc the western historians.

Afanas’ev [Soviet Historian]
came up on the platform and
started to deliver his speech, |

realized that his speech has abso-

lutely nothing todo withour panel

but it is an attack against people.

who he considered to be opposed
to pervstroika or to the historical
discipline. I wasamazed ! It was
a very high, big deal forum. We
had simultancous translators, and

§ We are an ultra-
§ modern innovative
practice & will go the
extra mile to treat you
with care & concern to
make your visit pain-

I Toothache? Who you gonna call?|
‘The Smile Studio

Dr. Larry Snyder

Route 9 Astor Square Rhinebeck . |
(3/4 mile north of Dutchess County Fairgrounds)

" 876-2628
WE CATER TO COWARDS

total rejection of it

S: What doces this mean for the
future of socialism?

G.5.: Sutficed to say, that they
are probably a lot more anti-so-
cialist and anti-Marxist than
myself. 1 was riding ina cab with
a colleague from Historic Archi-
val Institute, talking about social-
ism and Marxism. Suddenly, he
turned to the driver and said
“Comrade, what do you think
about socialism?” The guy said
“Pff”. Ya know, “stinks ! “ He
didn’twanttothinkaboutit,didn’t
want to talk about it. Their view
of the United States  would say, is
very idealized.

They condemn their form of
government, they condemn the
soviet system good and bad. ltsa
chaoticsituation. Thereisabunch
of ideas floating around from
nationalistic to liberal capitalism.
They want more food inthe stores,
basic needs. The situation is diffi-
cult but its not as hopeless as they
portray it. [ went to the stores and

4
H

- employment,

saw coats, pants being sold. Itis
nottheabundance ofthe wostbut,
Russta never had a wholce lot.

S : What makes them idealize
the west so much?

G : They are only beginning to
know the west. The government
was giving them only negative
things [about the West], They
think “ah-hahthegovernmentlicd
to us.” So, without knowiny what
was going on in the west they
reversed everything that the gov-
ernment said. Some of them were
actually saying to me “oh, home-
less poople- they probably don't
want to work, a majority of them.”

S: Are they just not getting the
right information?

G.S. 0 Partly the source of it is
since they view their own reality
so negatively, they want to know
that somewhere there is @ model.
Amcrica provides the optimistic
perspective that if we cmulate
them we will be wealthy.

S : Do historians feel thereis no
hope for socialism and Marxism
because it hasn't worked in then’
country?

C.S.: Historians are now split,
rather unevenly. They think that
socialism has completely discred-
ited itself and there is no way of
rcturmng to socialism. They real-
izc that Russia can not become
capitalist. That’s why their out-
iook is rather pessimistic.

S : Why can’t Russia become
more capitalist? .

G.S.:Somuch of Russian mdus-
try is socialized. They were trying
to introduce a market system and
they realized that if you introduce
a market you have to accept un-
rising prices.
They're not willing to doit.

5§ : S0 they're caught in a hole?

G : Thev're caught in this im-
passe and they don’t know what
to do. If you ask them what is
going to happen they sav they
don’t know, mavbe civil war and
probably they say there will be
some military dictatorship in the
future. Then there is another
grroup that continues to assert old
values and  support the. ]mdur-
ship. -
S : With this split what did thev
hope to gain from the conferonce?

G.S.: Theconferencelegitimized
alternative points of view.. I deliv-
cred my paper at the conference.
It wasnota scerct paper, smuggled
into the Soviet Union. This legiti-
mates my views and offers them
for very careful scholarly exami-
nation by Sovict historians, Maybe
itwasdone for publicity purposes
just to show how open or liberal

continued on page 9
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HELP WANTED

Delivery pu.rsnn. part-time,
HIGHEST PAYING JOB' ON

CAMPUS. Calf Tree Tops at 758-

3252

PERSONALS

To L. and J.: Tell the Computer

Center Chaucerian that she can
work in peace. No student work-
ors are after her. ’

Tothe Computer Center Chauc-

crian: This means you, silly girl!

Rob: Did you hear the one
about... vh forget it.

Did Adam and Eve have na-
vels?

Daphne and Carric: What was

said about Claude is a total lie, By
the way, can I borrow those hand-
cuffs?

Okay, Rob. There's these two

Classifieds
guys and... wait, wait, l‘ moessed it
up.

“There can be no tolerance for
fat pedestrians.” — the Dean.

Tony has parents! Well,- there
goes my spore theory,

Thank you very little. You al-
ways ceasetoamarzeme. fustdon't

TOUCH me anymore, all right?

DPsychobitch... Catwoman size

double-f... girls, this is going to
take a while to draw...

[ove you — just kidding.

MEH.

“You're nobody "Hll L‘-.\;C]'}"bod-y
in this town thinks you're a bas-
tard.” '

Mr. Bignosc: You were the best
fuckin’ secret Easter Bunny EVER.

Thanks. Anytime you need a fow.
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pennices.., ) .
— Johnny Orange

Who says we're not learning
anything in a certain class a cor-
tain fewotus are certainly taking?
For certain, who among us could
have guessed that Joseph Conrad
loved Doctor Who so?.

Tara: Ooh ah baby baby we can
do it o yes we can! .

Huh? Oh. Private joke. Ha ha.
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by Fmily Horowitz’

Until May éth, the Donskoj &
Company Gallery at 93 Broad way
in Kingston will be holding the
“Mother-Daughter Show.” The
mother of the show is Cynthia
Winika, and thedaughter is Kirsti
Rokjer. Theshow places the works
of the mother and daughter, both
artists, together.

The works of the mother, Cyn-
thia Winika, are all portraits. The
portraits are of women. The
women look angry, sad, contem-

plativeand thinking. They donot .

look enthusiastic or happy. The
- women are notbeautiful, but they
are unique and inteligent look-
ing. Theportraits havelittle back-
ground and do not go far below
theface. The face, and the expres-

sion on the face, take up most of
the space in the paintings.

They arc all paintings or draw-
ings. The background is white.
No bright colors or prints are
present to take away from the
scriousness and strong impres-
stons of the portraits.

The works of the daughter are
very different.  They are three-
dimensional sculptures, all in
differentmediums. Oneisasculp-
ture of a large, upright book. It is
made with rusty wire outlining
clean, white parchment papor. it

-is placed on a white stand.  An-

other work is an antique book
binding with the pages removed.
They have been replaced with
netted pages filled with small

- objects. Oncobjectis a plastic fish,

another an old piecc of stationery

IROCTTAS
World @Thvel

THE TRAVEL AGENCY FOR OUR COMMUNITY

GUARANTEED: Lowest available travel cost
Ticket Deliveries to Post Office

WORTH THE CALL: Gene L. Mason, Agent

876-6821

Donation o Bard Scholarship fund with every purchase

Tree Tops General Store

THIRST QUENCHERS ICE CREAM
SODA $1.00 HAAGEN DAZS
Cream Vanilia
Black Cherry Chocolate
Ginger Ale Strawberry
Crange Coffee
Lemon-Up - Butter Pecan
Coke Chocolate Choc, Chip
Diet Coke Vanilla Swiss Aimend
' Rum Raisin
JUICE $1.00 R N Honey Vanilla
Pirg( Gra?efruit &7 :sﬁa;ad%miablgri[[\fe‘
rapefruit - ochha Double Nu
Papaya Punch Mint Choc, Chip
Passion Fruit Orange De' Ive ry Peanut Butter Varulia
Or\efange Open 10 p.m. to 4 a.m. Deep Ch;i?{ate Peanut
-8 er
Apole 7 days and by chance Key Lime Sorbe:
Apple Cranberry Orange Sorbet
Spring Water 758-3252 Blueberry Sorbet
CANDY $.75 PARTY ITEMS HOWARD JOHNSON
3 Musketeers Marshmellows $2.00 Perfect Pisiachios
Feanut M&Ms Chips $2.00 N BEN & JERRY'S
Snickers Chip Dip $2.00 AT
Skor Toffee " Popcomn $2.00 Heath Bar Cruncl
Bamone " Charcoal $3.00 Coffee Hgath Bar Crunch
Symphony Lighter Fluid $3.0¢ _ Mint Oreo
Symphony & Toffee lce $2.00 Dasterdly Mash
Reeses Peanut Butter Cups : Cherry Garcia
Aipine White REAL FODD WHEN New Yvrc;'zugs;;::ge Ck
POSSIBLE o
NUTS $1.00 abag o gels wiCream Cheese $1.25 Vanilla ChocolateCk
Pistacios Turkey Chunky Munky
é\lmﬁnds Bologna $4.00 Chocolate Fudge Brownie
et Seeds Cheese STEVE'S
Sunflower Seeds Salami ]
Peanuts X Cookie Monster

Cigarettes $2.50
Drum $2.00

with parts of words. The book is
meant to be leafed through and
looked at.

The mother’s influence on the

- daughteris notobvious. They use

different mediums and different
content. The mother’s works are
of women'’s faces. The content of
the daughter’s work can be inter-
preted in many ways. The
daughter’s work is abstract and
freer than the mother, who works
in the traditional realm of por-
traits and drawings. However,
the mother’s paintings and draw-
ings are far from traditional. In
the pictures shown above, the
portrait is by the mother and the
sculpture is by the daughter, In
the portrait, the woman looks
scared. Her eyes are almost com-
pletely covered, but one can still
sense the fear in her expression.

1 Sheis not beautiful, but she looks
strong and intelligent. She is not

vulnerable.  This mother sces
women as independent and im-
portant individuals. She has in-

“Wilde”
by Davh"] Bicle

Afterdescending intothemuck
of outrageous grandiose farce
carlier this month in Charles
Ludlam’s Le Bourgecis Avant Garde,
the Bard Theater of Drama and
Dance climbs out of the gutter of
low brow comedy and into the
drawing room of respectability in
this weekend’s production of
Oscar Wilde's The Importance of
Being Earnest, Directed by Chris-
topher Markle, Earnest combincs
clements of mockery, mystery,
and mclodrama in a somoetimes
witty, and sometimes hysterical
fashion. The comedy has not been
restricted in this Victorian Eng-
land setting; it has simply now
become more refined. .

Earnest’s story concerns the of-
forts of two voung men, Algernon
and Jack, tocscape from thedreary
realitics of their daily lives, In
order to do this, London dwelling
Algernon (Robert Kitsos) invents
an invalid country friend named
Bunbury whom he must visit of~
ten. Jack, {Terence Brown) how-
cver, moves in the opposite dircc-
tion— alrcady living in the coun-
try, he invents a wicked brother
living in London whom he must
continuously bail out of trouble.
Alsoa majorelementof the play is
the love interests these two attrac-
tivemen have with the pretty pair
of Gwendolyn and Cecily (Mor-
gen Bowers and Olivia Stevens)

_DIvERSIONS
Exhibition highlights mother—daughter relationship

Mother
stilled this value in her daughter.
Her daughter’s creativity and
willingness to experiment with
different mediums and stylesis a
result of this value. The daughter
tests the limits of art. Her crossed
wooden sculptures are powcerful.
They mean different things to
different  people.
obvious interpretation of the

daughter’s work. The mother has

Dawghh ¥

There is no’

influenced  her daubhtor pro-
foundlv. She has taught her
daughter thatshedoes nethaveto
answer to tradition; she can do
whatever she wants.

The works of the “Mother-
Daughter Show” are all for sale.
They range in price from 512'; 00
to $400.00. Check out the show. It
OXprosses a positive, strong and
interesting view of a mother-
daughter artistic relationship.

night at the theater

and the hilarious problems they
must overcome in order to finally
marry— not the least of which is
Gwendolyn’s refusal to marry
anyone who is not named Ernest
and the difficulty of obtaining the
consent of her  domincering
mother (Kari Rydju) to marry.
Earnest is a masterpiece of
comedy and promises an enjoy-
ablenightatthetheater. It's humor
comes from misunderstandings,
deceptions, delusions, and people
working at cross purposcs. lts
jokes are not the broad jokes of
farce, but the wild jokes of fan-
tasy. Earnest delights in both

understatementand exaggeration.
For example, at vne point in the
play Algernon tells Gwendolyn's
mother about the death of his sick
friend by saying, “The doctors
found that Bunbury could not
live— so Bunbury died.” But she
comes right back at him with “He
scems to have had great confi-
dencein theopinions of his physi-
cians.” In this biting satirc of
manners, the comedy is indeed

typically “Wilde.”
Thc set of the play, a warm
Ve O :

mixture of dcep mahoganics and
olive greens, was designed by
Philip Baldwin, and the 19th cen-
tury costumes were fashioned by
Natalie Lunn and Carla Fried-
man. Also indispensable to the
play is Whitney Queesenbury’s
lighting design and Zafra
Witcomb's stage managing.
Living in this age of lying na-
tional politicians, cheating Wall
Street investors, and stealing
Savings and Loan managoers, it
has become more and more casy
for one to forget ond’s moral
scruples in the pursuit of sclf
gratification. Withthisinmind, it
may well beinond’s interest to be
down at the Scene Shop Theater
this woekend and relearn the tes-
son all our parents taught us on
Thelmportance of Being Earnest,
Earnest begins playing tomor-
row night at cight and runs
through Tuesday. There is also a
matinecon Sunday at three. Tlck-
ets are froe, but reservations are
preferable as limited scating is
available. To make a reservation,
call the theater at oxt. 245, gp




“Where Bard is our middle name.”

Poet defines the undeflnable

by Reuben Tomar

On May 3, the literature depart-
ment welcomes Michael Hofimann to
read and discuss some of his latest
works. The West German born poet,
author of two collections, Nights of
the Iron [leotel and Acrimony, has
spent most of his life in England where
heeventually studied Fnglishal Cam-
bridge University. e currently
works as a freelance writer, reviewer,
and translator

The following interview was con-
ducted over the phone to lefmann’s
howme in Florida:

Question: Poctry is obviously a
difficult thing to define-~it has so
much to do with sensation and
other abstract aspects of life.
Espucially as a college freshman, |
amonlybeginningto connect with
poetic language—yct from what |
can gatheraboutit, I would gucss
that possibly even the poet him-
sclf might find it necessary at times
toredefinethemeaning sofhisown
work. But despite these difficul-
tics and complexities, how would
you go about defining the poct’s
job and signifigance?

Michael Hofman: So much of
poctry is pragmatic and instinc-
tive—often an effective poem
depends on the unconscious con-
nection of unforseen clements; that
is to say, it’s a fecling, and if con-
nections then appear, you have a

7~ On the Beach at ‘Iﬁorpne}
I look idly right for corpses in
the underbrush
then left, to check that Sizew-
ell was still there.
The wind was from that quar-
ter, northeasterly, a seawind,
B-wind, from that triune refi-

good poem. But as you say, po-
ctry is a difficut] thing to define
and as suchI would almost choose
to leave it undefined. Perhaps its
something like listening to the
sound of your own brain..as a
job? Well, you havetolisten to the
noise. It takes quitc a bit of sorting
through—poetry docs suffer in
that respect. That's what its really
all about, though, hstcnmg, to the
noises,

Q: As an artist, it would pmba-
bly be fair to say that you have
cortain insights as to the workings
of mankind and civilation. As
such, do you feel any commit-
ment to society or any kind of
social responsibilty; that is to say,
should it be part of the poet’s job
to steer humanity in a positive
direction?

MH: I hesitate to use the word
social, the only real responsibility
of the artist is to keep that art
going, to keep that creative proc-
essin constant movement—really
in that respect its up to the people
to listen (which they always scem
to have a hard time doing) and to
use the information for positive

purposes. The poet sorts through

the noise that has overtaken i of makingexplicit whatisalready 7 ' I 1o

\_ able fissile block,

irst stanza of the poem that earned
Hofmann the Prudence Farmer Prize in 1988

modern society—that is all they
really can do—it’s then up to the
people to do with it what they
will.

Q: Looking around the world
today, it's casy'to spot socicties in
transformation. Some of these
turns—at lcast at first glance—
certainly appear positive—for
example, the placement of an in-
tellectual as head of state in a
Soviet Bloc nation. In terms of the
future of civilization, what pre-
dictions can you make?

MH: Well, we'll certainly have
better speeches.

Q: Do you mean just better
rhetoric?

MH: Well, 1 do think perhaps
more than rhetoric, and yes, that
doces outwardly appear to be a
positive thing, but [ come from
England where we have
Thatcher—someone who  will
simply take advantage of such
outward progresses by claiming
responsibility forthem. So, though
these situations look good, they
will no doubt consistently be
undermined by more powerful
people. Thatcherthe Justbecomes
something of a sclf-appointed
patron, thus using such a turn for
her own ends. | really can’t go as
faras to makeany positive predic-
tions for the future. I was a pessi-
mist sincea voung boyand lama
pessimist now. Itstrue wedo have
something like a professional
political class in our socicty, so the
possibility of bringing more intel-
lectuals into power doos, | sup-
pose, exist. Yet, for the futurc fcan
only foresee an cventual clash
between freedom and survival.
We will place ourselves in a posi-
tion where it will beimpossible to
owncarsand othersuchtechnoio-
gies. Unfortunately, the intellec-
tuals arc rcally a minority of a
minority.

Q: As [ perceive great art or
literature, there usually exists
within it—to one extent or an-
other—asocial criticism, or atlcast
a pinpointing of the problems of
civilization; itisa means, perhaps,

"implicit, and often this process
takes shape withobservationsthat

arevery negative. Saying wewere
to create for oursclves a healthy.
society—I certainly hestitateto use
the word Utopia, but nonetheless
it comes to mind—what offoct
would this have on literature?

MH: That's very interesting...I
suppose it would tend towards
theother side. There will always,
of course, be problems.

Q: But if the problems were
more trivial, wouldn’t the litera-
ture then be more trivial?

MH: [supposeit would insome
ways, | guess | have difficulty
with this because ] really don‘t see
the possibility there, It seems we
are only capable of conguering
the small things; the iarge prob-
lems remain unsolved. Right now

poetry flourishesbecausethereare |

50 many problems,
Q: Douesn’t that hark back to
your theory about the noise of

| humanity?

MH: Yes, | suppose in some
ways it does have to do with that.
There's really so much going
wrong that everything has swol-
len into choas. It's difficult these
days to look towards a healthy
civilization. As [ said, only the
small, immediate problems are
going away.

Q: What pocet most deeply of-
focts you? Why? How?

MH: 1 guess that would haveto
be the man [ pretended to do my
post-graduate rescarch project
on—Robert Lowell. AlsoGodfrey
Benn and the Italian poct Montali
are certainly among those 1 most
respect. It really has to do with
keeping going.  Robert Lowell
completed agreatbodv of workin
the fast ten years of his Hife. [¥s
that ability to keep it up with age
thatlrespect—vitality and end ur-
ance—these men certainly had
and have those qualitites. That
goes back to the purpose of po-
ctry, to survive and Keep grow-
ing.

Q: Soinsome wavx this quality
of Lowell’s—this ability to keep
producing a large body of con-
vincing poctryv—maybce comes to
represent what you feel pootry
itself has to accoimplish—to keep
going and to grow—sott of the
snowball effect. -

"MH: Ycs, that's really it. It's
almost a question of cat up or be
caten—its the ability to endure
that's important. If poctry will be
heard, it will only bebecauscofits
own strength—it will only be
because it kept going.
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covks her gourmet meals while she and the rest of the family enjoy a Shop-

at-l lome cable network,

adaptud to American life perfectly and discov ered the American paﬁsmn of
“charging it.”

portrait of the modern American family, where everything one wants can be
charged, and even final notices do not intimidate.
camcorder is the only touch of reality in this surrealistic story, Rated PC.

“Rosalie Goes Shopping” at Upstate
Rosalic is a housewife, but she does not cook or cican., One uf her sans

Rosalie, (played by Marianne Sagebrecht) has

Percy Adlon (BAGI iDAD CAFE, SUGARBABY) directed this grim

Rosalie’s ever-present

| UPSTATE FILMS ruineseck 8762515

James Baldwin-
The Price of th

a meving portral of the celeb

FRI 7:30

ad wnte /cctn/rsf

Rosalie Goes Shoppmg FRI 9:30 SAT 7:30 & 9:30

A deadpan comedy about a postmodem SUN & MON 9:00 TUES—

homemaker whe keeps the wolf away with 37 credit WED 7:00 & 9:00 THURS
-cards. Diracted by Percy Aldion (Bagdad Cafs) 9:00 only

ARRIL 29 8 30, The Last Laugh
700only | MUTGient clomic dbout o doman who loses s
PI Family i
S Restauramt |
‘ SINCE 1973

{TALIAN STYLE

» LUNCH/DINNE R
« FULL MENU
DALY SPECIALS
* PIZZA/CALZONES

* FAMOUS
. PARMESAN SUBS

= BEER & WINE
Positive |.D. Requirad

RT. 9G AT OLD POST ROAD, RHINEBECK

HOURS
creDIT
1AM TO 11 PM CALL ACCEPTED

SUN 2 TO 10 PM

876-7711

Visit Cd’s sister in Germantown
Palantine Park Pizza on Palantine Park Rd.
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“This IBM PS/2 is a lot easier to use
than that vacuum you sent me!”’

? B ® - [
How're you going to do it?
Even in an untidy room, you can turn out some neat work on an 1BM

. . . Oy G5 T . . . :
_Personal System/2:# With its preloaded software, IBM Mouse and color
. ‘e . e . 7
display, its casy to learn and fun to use. Turn it on and 1t ready to go.

No time wasted installing programs. Polish off a pile " _
of uniinished reports, papers and other assignments in P / 2 ® '
short order. And add some impressive graphics for the S lt
finishing touch. ®

You're entitled to a special student price and you can’
pay it oft in affordable installments with the PS/2® Loan
for Learning® Get more work done in less time and you
may even have enough time to clean your room.

For more information on pricing or
to order an IBM system, please contact
Office 104 in the Henderson Computer -
Resources Center - ext. 496 '

*This offer is available only to quaiilied students, faculty and staff who purchase 18M PS/2's through participating campus outlets. Orders are subject to
availability Pnces are subject iochange and IBM may withdraw the offer at any time without written notice. B
$IBM, Persanal Sysiem/2, and PS/2 are registered tredemarks of International Business Machines Corporation.

& IBM Corporation $990. .




by Kathy Bannon

The results of the Student Life
survey conducted last semester
are not yet fully tabulated, but
they have already influenced
manyadministrativedecisions on
campus. .

The statistics will have to be
tabulated and entered into a
computer before the results will
be complete. This should be fin-
ished by next semester, but in the
meantime, the informal results
have influenced the decigion to
change food service companies,

to improve the health center, and
to make changes in the dorms.
The student complaints in-
cluded concerns about the library,
the lighting of some paths on
campus, and the physical condi-
tions of the dorms. Some of the
renovations, such as those com-
pleted in Robbins over January
break, had alrcady been planned
before the survey was taken, but
additional renovations based on
theconcernsexpressed by respon-
dents to in the survey should be
on the way. Construction of the
new dorm that is to be built in

Cruger Vlllage should take into
account students’” comments on
room size, soundproofnaqs and
location.
lnresponsetostudentconccrns
about the partial conversion of

Warden’s Hall from dormitory,

space to faculty offices, Elizabeth
Reed of the Student Life Commit-
tee said that the SLC did not have
the powertochangethatdecision.
The committee is only an advi-
sory board to the president.

The committee did stress the
need for the additional beds that

| would become available with the

construction of the new Cruger
dorm. The cost of renovating
Warden’s Hall would not have
been worth the money, said Reed.
Student comments played a
majorrotein thedecision to switch
food service companics. A large
majority of respondents werevery
dissatisficd with DAKA's service
and the food quality, and indi-
cated that a change was needed.
When the full results of the

- survey are in, Reed expects that it

will have greater influence on
decisions concerning student lfe

at Bard. - gp

Oberlin

continued from page 1
Haslun also noted that no stu-
dents reported to the Oberlin
Health Center on April 13 or 14
for treatment of any injuries: re-
sulting from beatings. He did
mention that scveral students
went to the conter on April 15 to
show that they had bruiscs.
Finally, Haslun said that ’resi-
dent Starr had contacted the chief
of police, requesting that all
charges against the students be
dropped. The police department
agreed todrop all charges for tros-
passing, but will press charges for
theftand incitementto riot. Haslun
also indicated that the president
intended to talk to the students as

wellin order to persuade them to
drop their ahar;,es ag.,am&t tho
police department.

The Student Defense Commit-
tee was organized in the days fol-
lowing the confrontation with the
police. According to Xuan-’l"hao
Nguyen, onc of the organizers,
the group cnjoys a good deal of
support from the student body.
About 50 students are “seriously
involved” in the committee’s
work, covering legal issues, press
relations, and discussions with the
administration, and most of the
rest of the student body supports
the group.

The committee intends to file
actions once they areable to “find
out who is responsible,” said
Nguyen. “The issuc is not just the

police brutnlity. It's freedom of
speech.”

The group organized a presa
conference on Tuesday, April 24

to update the national press serv-
ices on thesituation. A number of
major wire services were at the
conference, but the outcome was
unknown at press time.

The administration and the
Student Defense Committee are
currently organizing an’inquiry
committee to investigate the inci-
dent, The committee’s member-
ship willbemadecupoftwo-thirds
faculty and one-third students.

A statement indicating solidar-
ity with the students was signed
by about 60 members of the fac-

ulty earlier this week. However,

Nguyen said that the Student

Defense Committechad “received
no Statement or prl‘matlun from
the administration.”

Haslun said that the
administration had issued a state-
ment, but that it “diffored dra-
matically” from thatissucd by the
Student Defense Committee. He

‘said that the current situation at

the college was one that “every-
one at Oboerlin regrots.” .
The language used in the state-
ments issued by the Student De-
fense Committee was a bit
stronger. Oneof the press releases
ended with the following state-
ment: “Oberlin’s history and repu-
tation in upholding civil liberties
appears to have been suppressed.
This event raises questions about
that tradition’s future.” .

~

”The Recovery of Memory?

- Eastern Europe and the
question of natlonahsm

An international conference held at Ba_rd‘
g - May 11 to 13 '

Contact Karen J Greenberg
.(914) 758-7430
Students W1th ID free of charge

Y

Russia
revisited

continued from page 4

When | see that kind of interest
and commitment, I think some-
thing good will comecoutof it. But
again it is all based on my intui-
tion. I'm sure that they will come
up with a new system that will be
more positive, more humanc and
probably gencrate greater $ocial
democracy inthecountry. Maybe,

_this conference on some subcon-

sciouslevel was motivated by this
desire to start croatmg qomuthmg

AUTHENTIC
MEXICAN

The Restaurant

Why should you drive to Tivoli for dinner? Maybe to watch the
sun set over the Hudson. or inaybe to watch baseball af the
Morey Hotel. Or maybe just for an excuse to drive through the
beautiful countryside to our tiny village. If you decide to drive to'
Tivoli for dinner, come to the village's only Mexican restaurant.
Critically acclaimed, Santa Fe offers superb food, all naiurc{ ond
absolutely fresh,

Tivoli, New York

\ " Tuesday thru Sunda
(914) 757-4100 v Y

new and they wanted to get some
feedback from foreign historians
that will allow them to start build-
ingbecausethey wantto acquirea
firmer foundation for their out-
look on life. '
5 : How did it feel to go back?
G : [t was a deeply emotional
expericnce because 1 was rees-
tablishing my links with that
country. I made friends. For meit
is no longer Soviet Union, imper-
sonalentity but peoplethat [ know
and people whom | cstablished
very personal and emotional con-
tacts with. | knew | never lost
touch with Sovict Union "even
though I have American citizen-
ship, but now  have references 5P
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Student Llfe survey influences housmg, food service

Volunteer wiclds a wheelbarrow

Appalachia

Continued from page 3
thecommunity. “Texpected it to
be more painful and to be faced
with more of my own living. It
was like a vacation and 1 didn't
expuct it to be.”

HarrictSchwart, from Carcer
Development, conceived and ar-
ranged the program during fall
semester. She obtained a
$100.00 grant from the Asso-
ciation of Episcopelian Colleges!
to cover the costs of food and
transportation for the weck.
Even though food was bought
ahcad of time at cost from Rhin-
cbeck Health Food Storeand the
Mohican Market, they went
$100.00 overbudget. Othergrant
possibilitics and fundraismg on
campus will beneeded ifa smu—
lar venture occurs next year. *
think it is very important for
students to have the opportu-
nity to do this kind of sociall
service,” says Tomaszkiewicz.

'~ Voluntcers arc needed over
the summer around Charleston,
South Carolina. and across the
country. Some programs willf
provideroom and board. Check
in the Carcer Development of-
ficcor call the Voluntary Action
Centerat(803) 760-6930 for more
information. '

| Atistate:

Auto, Home & Life

Allstate Insurance Company

MICHAEL HAGGERTY
- Account Agent

Route 9, Astor Square

Rhinebeck, NY 12572
(914) 876-3632
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by Keightie Sherrod

Onoccasion, somethmg appears
in the pages of the Bard Observer
that makes me wonder about my
fellow students, about theamount
of care (or fack thereof) that they
take when they read, about the
hair triggers that many of them
seem to have on their tempers,
and about their critcria for what
willand what will not set them off
and make them respond. One
would expoct that the picces ap-
pearing -in the editorial scction
(called in this paper “Observa-
tions"),a sectiondesigned to stimu-
late thought and dcbate over is-
sues that our community faces,
would be the pieces to provoke
reactions from the Observer’s read-
ership. To judge from the recent
letters we have received for pubh-
cation in this section, however,
one would be wrong.
| There refer,amongotherthings,
to the recent flurry of sarcastic let-
ters aimed at David Biele's recent
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installment of “A Fresh Look,”
but am concerned also about the
way in which the Bard commu-
nity regards the Observer’s edito-
rial section in general.

Our editorial section has, in

.recent months, contained several

columns on important issues that
all of us at Bard should keep in
mind: observations on theneed to
respect the environment (both
ceological and social) which all of
us must share, on the nature of

: Bard’s relationship with the Levy

Institute, on the possibility that
ourcurriculumis biased, and, just
last week, on the proposition that
itistheduty of thceducated public
to question public officials.

Is anybody actually paying at-
tention?

The only edxtonal-: to have
generated any.real response this
semester have been David Bicle's
“Be Visible ” and Jason Van
Driesche’s “Democracy and
Courtesy are a Necessity .” The
responses to these columns have
reflected on the part of their writ-
cfsacareless reading of the pieces
in question, and a failure to con-
sider why and how said pieces
came to be written, much more
than they have represented an
honest attempt to confront the
issues Biele and Van Driesche

OBSERVATIONS

originally addressed.

“Be Visible” has generated a
controversy that has thus far had
little to do with the issues Biele
tried toraiseinit; instead of honest
expressions of the Bard
community’s feelings on the mat-
ter, we have “Thorn and Bristle”
attacking Biele and the newspa-
per from behind the cover of their
pseudonym. While Thorn and
Bristle have a perfect right to
disagree with Biele, | think that
they will find that their methods
haveserved to further confuse the
issue, that their message has been
lost. Besides, if one is going to
- attack an individual and the frce
expression of his opinions, it be-
hooves him or her to be brave
enough to face the repercussions,
toreveal who heor sheis and why
he or she holds a differing opin-
jon. . _

Van Driesche’s piece poses a
different problem, one that | feel
has gone unclarified for far too
long. Is “Observations” too ncbu-
lous atitle for an editorial section?
Several individuals . have re:
sponded to Van Driesche’s col-

umn, but none to the suggestions it
made; instcad we have people
writing and speaking to decry the
column as one that betrays edll:o-

rial bias.

Don’t just read, Bard — think

Do themembers of our commu-
nity understand the difference
between an article and an edito-
rial? Editorials are opinion pieces,
as letters to the editor are opinion
pieces. Editorials, ‘as opinion
pzeces are inkerently biased. That
is what they are for. Editors have
a right to opirions, too.

I must here urge the commu-
nity to think: not justabout whata
particular pieceis saving, butalso
about in what context it appears,
and wherein the paperitappears.
Look at the tite of the picce. Look
at whereitappearsin the paper. If

_i’son theeditorial or letters page,

thenitisan opinion piece. Ifit'son
the front page, it is a news article.
That is what the little headings at
the beginnings of sections are for.
_ Whichbringsmctoafinal ques-
tion: why has David Biclc’s light
features column “A Fresh Look”
suddenly become the focus of so
much controversy? Last woek
there were two very sarcastic re-
sponses to the installment “Non-
stop Nonsensc.” The lectters. in
cffect accused Bicle of pitying
himself for being a young white
male, ignoring completely the
suggestion that appeared within
the column, that what is ordinar-
ily regarded as-a minority, the
liberal-minded community, has

here become a majotity that is in
danger of becoming closed-
minded. Why all the hubub over
thecharacterizationand noneover
the implications, which are far
more serious? ’

Read the other stories in the
newspaper; there is a lot of more
important stuff going on, much
more that is worth bitching about
much morethanthis. Bard recently
hosted a lecture given by a fa-
mous AIDS researcher who may
or may not be guilty of hlﬂfymg
some of his claims. Was [an
McGrady the only one who cared
about this event and the implica-
tions of the deeds attributed to
this man? We are losing main
campus dorm space to faculty
offices. Isn’t that more important
thanthepossibility that onc writer
regards himself as a minority
when perhaps heisn’t (especially
when that possibility was sug-
gested by a column witha history
of wry obscrvations on Bard life
that arc gencrally presented
tongue-in-cheek)? '

What docs it take to gc-t you to
think beforeyoufly off thehandie?
At least you might do it over
somcthing worth getting mad
about.

How carefully are you consid-
cring what youarercading, Bard?

‘Think before you spend

by Jim Trainor

Anyone of at least moderately
liberal leanings who has lived
through the last few decades of
American history is certainly
‘familiar with the idea of a boycott.
The targets of these actions are
almost always companies who
have offended the values of the
American public through corpo-
rate policies which ranged from
investment in South Africa to
unfairlaborpracticesathome.One
of the most popular reasons for
more recent boycotts has been the
environmentand thevarious ways
.in which the corporate world has
raped, maimed, pillaged, and
burned down the planet Earth.

This week’s Observer was
produced by next year's staff.
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Kristan Hutchison
Managing Editor
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Arts Editor
Emily Horowitz
Circulation Managers
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Andrea Stein

Recently, however, there have
been some defections from Wall
Street’s rogues’ gallery to the side
‘of righteousness and truth bring-
ing with them a new strategy for
saving the world; buy their stuff,

What these companies have
decided todois very simple. They
are going to respect the environ-
ment and encourage others to do
the same, Perhaps the most sig-
i ruficantofthese businessesis Wal-
Mart, one of the largest chains of
retail stores in this country. Ac-
cording to an article in the April
cdition of Sports Afield, Wal-Mart
hasnotificd its supphcrs thatthose
companies who have designed
and packaged their productsinan
environmentally responsible
manner will receive special signs
next to their displays. The signifi-

cance of this move is subtle but
important, such signs give prod-
ucts greater viability on the shelves
and are much easier to sell. What
this tells the companies who
market products through Wal-
Mart stores is that conservation
pays...in cash. One example of a

company which is cooperating

with Wal-Mart is Procter and
Gamble which now uses recycled
plasticin packaging Spicand Span.

This line of reasoning has also
spread into the tuna industry. On
April 13, 1990 The New York Times
reported that thethree companies
which sell 70 percent of the tuna

bought in the United States have:

agreed, after years of pressure
fromenvironmentalists, notto buy
tuna from fishermen who killed
dolphins in the process of netting
the fish. According to the Times
story between 80,00 and 100,000
thousand dolphins dic every year
afterbeing caughtupinthenetsof
the commiercial fishermen who
follow dolphin schools in order to
locaté the tuna. From now on,
however, the makers of Star-Kist,
Chicken of the Sea, and Bumble-
bee tuna will buy fish only from
fishermen who have used alter-
native means, like sonar or bird
activity, in order to locate the
schools.

The message here is that things
arebeginningtochange. Theyears
of protests and boycotts - have

succeeded in getting theattention |

of business arid they are begin-
ningto reform. This is not cnough
timetorelax the pressure on those
companies who have yet to sce
the error of their ways but it is
time to reward those who have. It
is important to make the business
world realize how much pollu-
tion costs. But the most cffective

tactic may be to show thom that.

environmentalism pays.

The best thing for the public to
do is simple, examine the prod-
ucts you buy and give preference
to those identified as containing
recycled materials and less excess
packaging. According to Garbage
Magazine, as cited by Sports Afield,
30 percentofeverything wethrow
away is packaging; that means
boxes, wrappers, and bags. The
solution to this problem may rest
in being more concerned about
what gocs into a piece of mer-
chandise than- with what the
merchandise goes into. If those
companics who are now trying to
behave responsibly see that they

<an make money by recycling we .
are on the way to winning the
continued on facing page




Democratic Socialists seek to address

minorit
To the editor: ’

This tetter is in response to the
article “Isthe Curriculum Biased?”

submitted to the Observerby Robin |

Cook and Amara Willey. They
couild not haveknown howtimely
their excclient commentary was;
the first mecting of the Bard chap-
ter of the Democratic Socialists of
America had just met the night
before the Observer came out. At
theD.S.A. meeting, thissemester’s
agenda was discussed and it was
decided that the group would
focus its attention on the follow-
ing issucs: minority hiring at Bard
and a related criticallook at Bard’s
curriculum. Weagreethat classes
such as Black Women Writers are
importantand valid arcasof study
in obtaining a liberal arts educa-
tion. We were pleased to see evi-
dence of student interest and
awareness. .

There is an overwhelming
demand at Bard for classes which
address “marginal cultures,” asis
obvious by the long lines for
classes such as Women in Africa
and the Minority Studies Semi-
nar. However, this interest belics
the reality that Bard, supposedly
a progressive institution, is far

behind other schools such as
Vassar, Smith, Amherst, and
SUNY Albany, to name a few, in
percentage of minority professors,
students, and established pro-
grams of study such as African
American or Latin American con-
centrations.

It is no sccret that President
Botstein would like Bard toemu-
lateinstitutions such as Smith and
Princeton. Smith in particular has

an impressive plan for “Institu- |

tional Diversity” that makes Bard
look alt the more elitist and out of
date. As stated in “The Smith
Design,” currently “fourteen per-
cent of all adults in the United
States... and twenty percent of
children under seventeen... are
members of minority groups... By
the year 2000 onc-third of all
school-aged chiddren will fall into
this category... Those figures are
testimony to the nation’s increas-
ing diversity — cultural as well as
demographic.” As an institution
looking towards the future, Bard
can not afford to fall behind the
social and intellectual currents of
the nation. Concern for minority
hiting has become such a major
issueamong institutionsof higher

Biele should watch his words

To the editor:

I'have been living in the United
States for nearly three years. Each
day I am reminded of the ethnic,
culturaland linguistic differences
which characterize my social
position, In response to the daily
reminders of my status, | have set
my bed inthe far left corner of my
rqom so that [ can only wake up
on my right foot. However, when
reading David Biele’s utter “non-
sense” | felt it my obligation to
react. | hope others too will have
reacted to the sheer vulgarization
David makes of the word Minor-
ity.

Does David know what Minor-
ity significs? If not, then whatis he
suffering from? Indeed, he sure
does sound like the atheist who
thought he was suffering from
anti-semitism. <
" In bold terms, a member of a

minority group is one who can’t.

veil her noticcability. She suffers
mostly from it at times when

wanting to go about her business
unnoticed. This certainly does not
seem to be David’s case.

After painstakingly reading
David’sarticleseveral timesThave
come to the conclusion that he
suffers from being unnoticed. It is
very brave and legitimate of him
to scarch ways for fighting this ill.
However, the use of the Minority
pscudo-argument as his medium
is morc an outrage than anything
else. Some were borninto bearing
Minority as their daily burden.
Minority means nothing to him
and much to others.

If lack of attention is what Dave
suffers from thentwo things come
to mind. First, he should get a
better diagnosis. Second, Minor-
ity is not the answer to his pains.

Since Daveis so “mainstream,”
heshould makeita pointtonotlet
hisgarbageflow intothe tributary
brooks called Minorities.

I hope you feel better.

Sincerely,
Mark Saul

May 2 is “Black Wednesday” at Bard College.
Members of the Bard community are
requested to wear black in honor of the due

 date for senior projects

y hiring, other issues

learning that Baruch College in |

New York City is having trouble
receiving accredidation due to
failure to maintain an acceptable
number of minority faculty.

In discussing this issuc with
various professors, [.S.A. has
found that Bard’s deficiency in
thisarca does not necessarity come
from an antagonistic attitude
toward minority hiring from the
administration. The problem
appears to lic with a lack of dedi-
cation to attracting minority pro-
fessors to Bard. A creative, ener-
getic approach to establishing
incentives for potential minority
professors must be enacted.

The Bard chapter of D.S.AL is
looking not only to the admini-
stration. A commitmentis needed
from the faculty, the student body
asawhole,and organizationssuch
as LASO and BBSO, to whom we
extend an invitation to help and
guide us in this issuc. In the final
weeks of this semester we will be
preparing alist of objectivesand a
time line for their implementa-

tion. Qur goal is to sce some prog--

ress by the end of next year, and
any input from the Bard commu-
nity is welcome.

The Bard chapter of the Demo-
cratic Socialists of America

Spending
responsibly

continued from previous page
battle.

There is also one other thing
you can do in order to help out
Mother Nature, buy a hunting or
fishing license. In every state it is
requircd by law that the proceeds
from the salc of sporting license
be reserved for conservation. It is
this money which finances state
Department of Environmental
Preservation rescarch  projects,
pays the salaries of state wild life
biologistsand game wardens, and
provides funding for the preser-
vation of habitats through the
state. A resident fishing licenisein
New York State (all Bard students
with valid student LB.'s are cli-

gible for resident license) costs”

$8.50. If you opt for a hunting
license the cost is $9.50 and you
must attend a class in fire arms

safety and conservation. Thereis-

nothing which requires that you
usethelicense but every time you
buy one you make an investment
in both the future of you local en-
vironment and in the health of the
entire world.

Dear Editor,

Thisletteris written in response
to those two drippingly sarcastic
letters last woek insulting David
Bicle’s humorous column, “Non-
Stop Nonsense.” Allow me to ad-
dress the gentlemen in question:

Dear -Mssrs. Callaghan and
Wilson,

Youare complete kneebiters. He

was joking, ok? JOKING!! If you :
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ebiters

were writing to imply that you
just didn't care for what he had to
say, then I must tell you that you
just came off as two humorless,
obroxiously sarcastic doodie-
heads. )

Again may | stress, you are
kneebiters. l

Love,
Joshua Ephriham Israel Abrams

On Sunday; May 6, the Bard
Observer will host a workshop
- on investigative reporting. The
workshop will take place in Olin
102 from noon to 5 p.m. We will
open with a talk by Harriet
Schwartz on “Investigative
Reporting on the College |
Newspaper.” Following the talk
will be a question-and-answer
period and two films dealing

“All the Presiden

“public is i




Minority Studies Workshop:

April 30: Margarite Fernandez-Olmos, Depart- |
ment of Modern Languages, Brooklyn College, on |
New York-based Puerto Rican Women Writers |
within the Context of Pucrto Rican Literature.

Dean of the Coll'ege:
Information is available in my office concerning a
variety of 1991-92 NEH Fellowships.

Sociology Department Lecture:
Leading sociologist Professor Neil Smelser
(Berkeley) will speak on Education and Political

g
L o
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B

238 Informatlon
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L\ $ 66664 Paralysis on Ma:
b g y 2, Wednesday, at 8:00 PM in the
6&3;5 > \:wf ‘ Newsletter * Olin Art History room. :
TN\ -

Sunday’s Movie:

Sunday, April 29: Querelle, by
Fassbinder. The showing of this
film is co-sponsored by BBLAGA.

: Confess:ons of a Jazzman. 7:00 PM in Brook

Literature Department Lecture:
House.

English poet Michael Hofmann will be reading

from his works in Bard Hall on May 3 at 8:00 ’M. .
New Horizons Concert:

'On May 4 The Hudson Valley Philharmonic
" Chamber Orchestra concludes its New Horizons B
concert scries with Leon Botstein conductmg At

f

| Philosophy Department Lecture:
The Philospphy Department presents a lectu re by

| Prof. Richard Schmitt of Brown University. Iam

| the Captain of My Own Ship... Reflectm::,s on 8:00 PM in the Olin Auditorium. Pﬂday S Movze.

Autonomy. The lecture will bo,hcld in Olin room Friday, May 4: Zelig, by WOOdY
{ 102 at 8:30 PM on Friday, April 27. Outing Club: Allen.

The Bard Outing Club will hold a horseback riding - : :
trip at Silver Springs Ranch on Saturday, April 28. ' ' ‘ :
The cost is $15.00. For more information, contact For both Sunday’s and Frid ay’s .

lyn Krebs in Box 847 or Amy Bernard in B . . .

Jocclyn Krebs In Box 837 or Amy Bernard InBeX Movie, showings will be at 7:00 PM |
(non-smoking) and at 9:00 PM in the:

Dean of Student’s Office: Student Center. ,

From now through the end of thetermthe reading : .

room of the Olin Building will be open until 2:00 » :

AM, seven days per week. The Dean’s Office asks ATTENIIQNALL CLUB HEADS: '
Please submit your club's activities toThe

Photography Lecture:
On May 3, at 4:30 PM in Preston, Phc)tographer
[ Chuck Close will give a lecture.

| Music Program Zero:
May 2: Special colloquium with Wiska Radiewicz
' ()f Princeton University, who will present and
dlscuas her recent work in sound and video. 1:00
"PM in Brook House.

| — .

;Alqo on May 2: Leo Smlth Prof. of Music at Bard:

_that students respect this study space so that we
can maintain these expanded hours of use.

Dean of Student's Office for Placement in |

'trhe Weekly Calendar. !
Saturday 28 Sunday 29 Monday 30 Tuesday 1 Wednesday 2 Thursday 3 Friday 4
‘00PN 045 AM . 7:00 & 9:00P’M
108 9 | 7:00 PM 5:30 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM Zelig
W(C>men s]CAarav_an Friends Mcetl‘ng News Meeting Learning Diffcrence ACOA Mecting N. A. Meeting Student Center
to (;r'ltr?()z (r:;e:lca Lc'ca-‘;]e me1§efltkr Olin Support Group Aspinwall, Room Aspinwall, Room
Jim r all ext. 316 for 3rd Floor Lounge | Admissions Office 302 302
History Room) more information . ' h
730 P.M. 4:30 PM
) BBLAGA Meeting 1:00 PM Photography
6:09 ™M _ Aspinwall 302 Mucis Program Lecture
Worship Service Floor Zero Lecture Preston
Bard Chapel Brook House )
6:00 PM ) 7:00 PM
Features Meeting Confessions of a
Aspinwall Jazzman Lecture
3rd Floor Brook House
7:00 PM
A.A. Mceting 8:00 PM
Aspinwall, Room Sociology Lecture
302 Olin Art History
Room 12:00 NOON
7:00Q& 9'(1110 rm Deadline for
uerelle Newsletter for
Student Center 5/11/90 issue
Dean of Student's
_ Offlce






