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STACKS ON STACKS
ON STACKS

WHY STUDENT GOVERNMENT

CHAIRS ARE PAID

BY GRADY NIXON

Every year at Budget Forum, the various student groups on Bard'’s
campus compete for their share of the Convocation Fund. The Bard
Student Government is charged with the responsibility of distributing
and managing this fund. Student government still receives its funding
through Budget Forum, just like every other club.

Unlike every other club, there are members of Student Government
that receive a stipend each semester for their work. According to the
Chair of the Fiscal Committee, Gabriela Philo, other clubs, such as
SMOG and the Dime Store, also provide compensation for their club
heads. One of the reasons for this, Carter Vanderbilt, speaker of the
student body explained, is the contribution such clubs have to the
school’s culture. The Centrai Assembly, those members of Student
Government who receive a stipend, is made up of the chairs of Student
Government's core committees. “The Central Assembly performs es-
sential business for the Student Body,” said Vanderbilt. Other groups,
such as EMS, do provide much-needed services, but they are not pro-
vided stipends. Vanderbilt explained that, for EMS at least, this is due
to “important legal reasons.”

The second explanation for the stipend Vanderbilt listed was “so
that students who would otherwise have to pass on running for [Stu-
dent Government] positions because they needed to pay for tuition,
rent, etc. could, quite literally, afford to serve in those positions.” The
amount of time Central Assembly members commit to Student Gov-
ernment could force them to choose it over an on-campus job, or much
more likely, vice versa. The stipends help to compensate Student Gov-
ernment members for their work, such as weekly office hours they hold
and all other Student Government responsibilities they attend to. While
Philo said that this spring the Fiscal Committee gave the Central As-
sembly members a stipend that equals six hours of minimum wage
work per week, the stipend amounts “are commonly a lower amount
paid per hour than a student would receive working a job on campus”.

The stipend Student Government provides to the members of the
Central Assembly comes from the convocation fund. The Fiscal Com-
mittee determines the amount given, but this is then voted on by all
attendants of the Budget Forum. When asked if the Fiscal Committee's
voting would be a conflict of interest, Philo said that the members are
asked to abstain from voting if they feel biased in any way. “If any
member of fiscal committee is a clubhead, they will not vote on the
budget” she added. In addition, no members of the Central Assembly
ever vote on the group’s budget. Because of this process, Vanderbilt
said, the stipend does not make Student Government members em-
ployees of the college, rather, they are “employees of the students.”
The stipend amount is democratically approved by the students, not
guaranteed by the school. Nonetheless, the stipend is written into Stu-
dent Government’s constitution.

illustration by pansy schulman

RIDING HIGH

BARD’S NEWEST SHUTTLE

BY LOREN JACKSON

The new shuttle, a 2015 Glaval Apollo, rides high as it pulls up to the
shuttle stop. Its large, glass doors swing open displaying a steep set of
stairs. This door is much larger than the ones on the old shuttle, allow-
ing for easier entry and exit. It is long, sleek, and brand new. The seats
are short and without headrests. The ceiling is high and the large, clear
windows are packed closely together from the front to the back. Ev-
erything seems wide-open, alleviating the claustrophobia that comes
with squeezing thirty Bard Students, with their groceries and beer and
smell, into very close quarters. But this is a new shuttle. It has no smell,
no mud covered seats, no rips in the upholstery. It isn’t dank or dingy
like the old ones.

For now, everything is fresh and new. The seats are leather and soft.
They are comfortable to sit in with the optional seat belt that crosses at
the waist. Warm air heats the bus from vents placed at the passenger’s
feet. The ride seems to be smoother and faster. Everything is just much
more pleasant on this new shuttle.

Back when our old shuttles were new, I'm sure the students of Bard
rode them, enjoying the experience of being carried by something so
clean and fresh. But those shuttles eventually turned into what we are
disposing of now. When | spoke to Manager of Transportation Services
Jeffrey Smith, he mentioned why our old shuttles often become un-
clean: “We didn’t have any opportunity to take the vehicle off the road
to address some needs that had to be dealt with. The vehicle had to
be in service.”

This brings up an important point. The shuttle isn’t just new. It's need-
ed. Often after such a large purchase, in this case costing $149,000,
many of us look around to find where the money could be better spent.
Jeffrey Smith wholeheartedly believes we were in need of a new shut-
tle. “We do about 300 miles a day and we run about 17 hours a day,
so having just one vehicle to do that much work is almost impossible,”
said Smith. Up until recently Bard did have a second shuttle. However,
this shuttle was on its last leg, racking up more than 300,000 miles.
With the arrival of the new Apoillo, Bard sold the older shuttle for parts.

This shuttle did arrive at the perfect time. Seating up to 38 people,
six more than the past shuttle, the new shuttle began transporting
students as soon as the old shuttle broke down on April 9. Bardians
may see this new, expensive bus as induigent and unneeded, but it is
improving our commutes and the work day of the Bard drivers. Driv-
ing eight to nine hours a day can be very grueling, and Smith said the
drivers have found the new shuttle to be much more pleasant. A more
comfortable drive for our dedicated drivers is obviously a very impor-
tant and needed improvement.
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\\\ TURN THIS FREE PRESS INTO A KITE
N IT REALLY FLIES!

A Y
~
S April is a windy and sunny month, perfect for flying kites. With about 10 minutes and a little
0}_ [N patience you can turn this page into something Benjamin Franklin would be proud of. The
Q*‘ ~ first step is to go to the library and pick up a free “kite kit” from the circulation desk. In
7 ~ this kit you will find a winder and two 1/8th inch dowels. The only other materials you

(4
‘s:(,q \\ need are a roll of tape (preferably masking), a pen, and a pair of scissors.
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P a. Place the dowels
4 on the intersecting lines
,' on the back of the kite. The
4 ends of the short dowel should
,' line up with the edges of the
’ paper. A small bit of the long dowel
should hang off the end of the kite. This
is where you can attach an optional tail.
Mark on the dowels where they intersect.
b. Place a small piece of tape on the square
s that is marked “place tape on square.” This will
¢ reinforce the area so that it does not rip.
P ¢. Once you have placed the tape on the square, cut a
’ small “X” through the tape and the paper just large enough
for the string from the winder to pass through.
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