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TRUMAN SCHOLARSHIP:

A WINNER

BY LEELA KHANNA

When Bard junior Karimah Shabazz talks, she con-
stantly moves her body and hands, swaying from
side to side, giggling to break the pauses in conver-
sation. But bring up educational achievement gaps
in the United States, the topic that led her to win the
prestigious Truman Scholarship, and suddenly she's
all business — calm, composed, and making direct
eye contact as she argues for public policy reforms.

Shabazz is the first Bard student to become a Tru-
man Scholar, an honor that is awarded to nearly 50
students nationwide annually. The federal scholar-
ship is highly competitive and granted to college
juniors, who have shown a demonstrated interest in
public service, and provides them funding for gradu-
ate school. The application requires students to de-
velop a strategy for their future educational and ca-
reer goals, and argue a policy proposal they think
should be implemented.

“My proposal is for compulsory pre-kindergarten
education, because the gap [in educational achieve-
ment] between wealthy and low-income children
starts at 18 months,” said Shabazz. “Children from
lower income families have heard about 30 million
fewer words than children from more affluent fami-
lies.”

Shabazz's policy proposal supports President
Barack Obama’s plan to guarantee universal access
to high-quality early education for all children.

“My plan is actually different from [President
Obama’s] because before making it universal, | want
to make it universal for students from low-income
families,” said Shabazz. “For students whose families
receive some form of federal assistance it would be
mandatory for them to attend preschool from the
time they are four till they are six years old.”

When Shabazz was informed that she was a finalist
and showed up for her final interview, she realized
quickly that she may not be as well prepared to ar-
gue her proposal as the other competitors.

“I had not had a mock interview at all, and most
people, before they have the real interview, meet
with faculty advisors on campus ‘and they have a
mock interview,” said Shabazz. Having spent this
spring semester studying at the Central European
University in Budapest, Hungary,.Shabazz arrived
Stateside just in time to be interviewed.

In addition to being a Truman Scholar, Shabazz is
also a Posse Scholar, a peer counselor, a peer mentor
for the Bard Equal Opportunity Program, a co-head
of the TLS project Building Up Hudson, and a mem-
ber of several student-run clubs on campus. When
asked who inspires her to be so driven and involved
in her community, Shabazz becomes somber and
tatks about her dad.

“My dad is someone who | really looked up to when

" thinking about education and achieving things aca-
demically. Throughout my whole childhood | always

remember him studying or being in some class, and
he was a real estate agent, and did a lot of account-
ing work,” said Shabazz. “"He would have gotten his
Ph.D in April of 201, but he passed away in March
of 2011.”

Shabazz chose to attend Bard as a Posse Schol-
ar just before her father’s unexpected death from
stage-four kidney cancer, partly so she could spend
time with him and his family who still lived in New
York City. She chose to stick to her decision and
upon arriving at Bard, realized that her own educa-
tional background didn’t match up to those of her
peers, leaving her feeling unconfident and insecure
in academics.

“After coming from my own school in Georgia, !
felt highly intimidated and unprepared by my class-
mates who may not have gone to private school
but still went to top public schools,” said Shabazz.
“I felt my education created a barrier between me

‘accomplishing and fulfilling academically as much as

I wanted to.”

She channeled her own experiences into her pas-
sions for education reform and ultimately chose
to apply for the Truman Scholarship last fall while
studying at the Bard Globalization and International
Affairs Program in New York City.

When David Shein, dean of studies at Bard, called
Shabazz to inform her that she had won the Tru-
man, she first thanked God before telling her mother
“who started screaming, and hugging [her], until her
breath was almost gone.”

Shabazz, who finds Bard’s lack of diversity to be

.polarizing, is also aware that the Truman Scholar-

ship is one of the few awards that is merit-based and
doesn’t have minority preference.

“It is definitely an honor to be the first person at
Bard to win this, and not be the first black person
to win this,” said Shabazz. “I think that it speaks vol-
umes for the student body and anyone eise who is
witnessing this history in the making. It says that, not
that it doesn’t matter what your race is, but that you
can still accomplish this because of you not because
of your race, or gender, or sexuality, or whatever
privilege you have.”

Shabazz will be spending her summer at the Public
Policy and international Affairs Junior Summer Insti-
tute at the University of California, Berkeley, as well
as researching graduate programs in social work.

“We all want to make some type of mark in the
world, and when we limit ourselves, we take what
could have been achieved in the universe and take
that away from people who are waiting on us to be-
come our best selves and come up with [the best]
policies and changes.”

ROAD SAFETY

BY ALEXANDER KELADZE

“The issue of road safety in and around Bard has
a depth for me of 14 years — that is when | accept-
ed the responsibility for our college’s safety,” said
Ken Cooper, director of safety and security.

In light of recent tragedies affecting the Bard
Community and the greater Dutchess County, road
safety is as important as ever.

The Safety and Security Department consists of
a director, an assistant director, and fifteen officers.
In addition, a professional dispatching staff coor-
dinates all security communications. All safety and
security officers are highly trained, registered New
York State security personnel.

The crosswalks that connect the East and West
sides of campus along Annandale Road create an
active pedestrian area. The yellow crosswalk signs
on Annandale Road are an example of Bard Secu-
rity’s dedication to protecting students, even when
it comes to defying laws.

Article 24, section 1114 of the New York State Ve-
hicle and Traffic Code states that no unauthorized
signs may be placed on county roads. Upon install-
ing the signs, Security was threatened with fines.
Fortunately, the threat was never realized.

Local residents have also shown concern for stu-
dent safety. An email sent to the Bard community
on March 20 reflects the issue of reckless driving.
The anonymous letter recounts a situation in which
a car filled with five Bard students drove against
traffic, nearly inciting a head-on collision.

As Cooper points out although road signs and
reckless driving are points of concern, “The biggest
issue is consciousness raising among our commu-
nity so that we know we are doing all that we can
to erase this problem for good.”
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When it comes to freedom of expression, academic and cultural
freedom or the right to education where Palestine-Israel is concerned
(and now internationally, considering the possible boycott of Israel
and its institutions until its abuse ceases), we often forget that these
are some of the normal conditions under which teaching and aca-
demic life has existed for decades in Palestine.

Wednesday, Jan. 22, 2014. As usual, like all my students and col-
leagues, | get into my car way before classes are due to start. When
you travel by car or any other means of transport, to the university or
elsewhere, you kid yourself when you try to make plans.

The occupation is also occupation of this energy. Its power lies
precisely in the fact that it is effective even without actually doing
anything. Anyone who lives here knows what their worries need to
be. And consuming this energy is one of the daily aspects of power.
Like when you pass under the Israeli watchtowers and you don’t know
whether there is a soldier in there or not. It worries you. You are care-
ful about how you drive the car; careful not to do anything that might
appear out of the ordinary. You behave as if the soldier were watching
you.

AN ORDINARY DAY AT
THE

PALESTINE

IN

You behave as if the soldier is watching you.

So you start off very early. There is no other way to “cope” with the
delays that arise daily as a result of the wall between the West Bank
and Israel, the checkpoints and other obstacles that the system of oc-
cupation, colonialism and apartheid has put in place against the Pal-
estinians. Leaving early provides the illusion of being “sure” to “arrive
on time” at the university.

An illusion. In fact sometimes you never get to the university at all.
Maybe because the Israeli army really is there, rather than just the
dread of an empty military tower. So it blocks the streets or the en-
trances for the students and university staff. Or the checkpoint sys-
tem surrounding Palestinian towns creates traffic hold ups that last for
hours, and it’s goodbye lessons and university.

Arriving at the campus of Al Quds University, in the small Bantustan-
town of Abu Dis (where | have been teaching for a few years and
where | run the Human Rights and International Law Programme), |
find five military jeeps belonging to the Israeli occupation army sta-
tionary in front of the university. According to sources at the Al Quds
University, a few weeks earlier the army demolished a house opposite
our campus. It was considered a “danger to the security of Israel” be-
cause it was too close to the wall that separates the university from
Jerusalem. On the morning of January 22, the owners were trying to
rebuild the small road leading to the house, when the army intervened.

The reconstruction of a demolished house, or in this case the road
that leads to it, is, in a colonial context, a terrible affront. Eliminating
and rebuilding an indigenous presence is at the heart of the clash
between those who, on one hand, build settlements and demolish in-
digenous houses as routine of their settler colonial project since 1948,
and those who, on the other hand, build and rebuild as a form of resis-
tance-existence. Shortly after the owner started working with a bull-
dozer to reopen the road, the army intervened, seized the bulldozer
and stationed for a long time — as often aggravatingly happens —
near the main entrances of our campus. Usually soldiers block the en-
trances and start to ask students for their IDs, trying to provoke their
legitimately irritated reactions and the clashes that usually foliow.

BY NICOLA PERUGINI

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR AND HEAD OF THE HUMAN
RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL LAW PROGRAM, AL QUDS
BARD COLLEGE, JERUSALEM.

At a quarter past nine | leave my car in a “protected” car park — be-
cause normally, when the army attacks our campus, the cars parked
at the entrances suffer severe damage. | enter the campus and start
receiving my students, “as if nothing has happened”. Shortly after half
past ten | meet a graduate and go out into the courtyard to discuss
his thesis project on why international law is applied only to certain
crimes and criminals and not to others. Shortly after advising him to
include a section in the thesis on Ariel Sharon, Sabra and Shatila and
the fact that Sharon did not undergo an international trial for war
crimes before he died, our eyes start to smart. The army has just start-
ed the five hours of tear gas, rubber bullets and stun grenades that
distinguish our day at the university.

The army attacks on our campus are frequent. The military are usu-
ally positioned defiantly at the entrances. They point their guns at
the students, ask for their identity cards. It is the classic strategy of
tension carried out by an army armed to the teeth. They know the
students will rebel against these insults, and they know this will lead to
clashes. Who would put up with life like this at university?

But this time ordinary university life was made more than usually
tough. Many students and staff were injured and reported symptoms
of suffocation (the gas used was particularly strong and caused se-
vere irritation on various parts of the face). In one of the buildings on
campus the thick tear gas on the ground floor prevented some of the
students and university staff from leaving. They remain trapped. They
eventually had to break the windows on the upper floors and use lad-
ders to get out. The army'’s bullets destroyed many of the university’s
windows. The university implemented an evacuation plan and brought
out some of the students and staff. But after hours of shooting and
stone-throwing the army came into the campus and besieged a num-
ber of buildings, including the one where | was at, Al Quds Bard.

Trapped inside with the colleagues and students still there, we start-
ed thinking about what to do if the soldiers entered. One colleague
said: “Perhaps the men had better hide in the kitchen, they could be
arrested.” Right after, the army came into our corridor. Men in balacta-
vas captured a student right in front of our eyes, just inches away from
me. They dragged him out with them.

The clashes continued and there were arrests. We got out of the
building at half past three in the afternoon. The university administra-
tive and security staff began to assess the extensive damage. Pales-
tinian national television arrived at the scene and there were a few
interviews. Head of university security said, “This is our destiny: a state
of siege.”

After five hours of being surrounded | left with my colleagues and
students by the only road the army has left open, with a refrain in my
mind: BDS — Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions.



STUDENT PERSPECTIVES:
FOR CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

BARD COLLEGE CENTER

CONFERENCE

BY SOPHIE LAZAAR

American social philosopher and
pragmatist George Herbert Mead once
suggested that through human activ-
ity meaning is made and that through
communicative action the mind and the
self begin to emerge. | found Mead's theo-
ry of constructive social engagement to
be particularly true throughout the course
of my six days in Istanbul for the Bard
Center for Civic Engagement Conference,
in which | presented the work done by the
Root Cellar Collective for the greater Bard
community.

Above all, | found my dialogues with
students and faculty from Bard’s sister
institutions to be the most impactful part
of my experience. Speaking to students
from Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Russia, Belarus,
Austria, Singapore, the Netherlands,
Denmark, Palestine, and Turkey — well, it
does something to you, especially if you're
like me, having lived my entire life never
once fearful of suffering egregious abuse
under some of the world’'s most corrupt
and repressive governmental systems.

I'll point to one example. While taking
a walk with a Turkish student, | asked
her about her involvement in the student
protests in Taksim Square. She vividly
recounted to me what it feit like for her
to have tear gas sprayed in her face until
she couldn’t breathe anymore but how
she kept yelling at the police to spray her
again, spray her again. | asked her if she
was afraid; she wasn’t, but her parents
were afraid she would be killed — easily.
it struck me there that for whatever politi-
cal engagement | had participated in as
per my civic duty, | never once rationally
feared the police would kill me.

At Bard, apathy can be our largest barri-
er to productive social change. We have an
obligation to engage in dialogue with and
to support the work of students in parts of
the world where meaningful engagement
in social justice is restricted by repressive
government.
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