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saults. There are two paths for reporting: through
the college or through local law enforcement. A
student can report to any administrator, but must
submit the name of the accused student. The
college calls in a private examiner, known as an
ombudsperson, who will complete “an extremely
thorough investigation,” Stacy said. “Both [the vic-
tim and the perpetrator] will get investigated.” Cell
phone and e-mails records are checked, and wit-
nesses may be questioned. The ombudsperson
then recommends an appropriate course of action
to President Leon Botstein, who makes the final
call.

The student can also choose to
report the perpetrator to the police,
in which case the college will also
likely initiate its own investigation. If

gets very blurry for a lot of the people.”

“I knew if | reported it, [the perpetrators] would
have known exactly who was reporting against
them,” added Julia. “They would’ve told their friends
that it was me and it would've gotten around...and
I'd be really embarrassed because | am not [known
as] a shrinking violet type of a person.”

Julia was, at the time, also concerned about
how it could change her relationship. “| was dat-
ing someone new, and | didn't want him to find out
about it because | thought that... he would think of
me differently. See me as a victim. | guess.”

TAM NOT A SHRINKING VIO-
LET TYPE OF A PERSON, |

the individual comes forward soon DO/\/‘T WA/\/T TO BE A \//CT//\//”

after the incident, BRAVE will refer

the person to a nearby hospital,

where he or she will receive a sexual assault ex-
amination, commonly known as a “rape kit.” These
hospitals are staffed with SANE (Sexual Assault
Nurse Examiner) or SAFE (Sexual Assault Fo-
rensic Examiner) nurses. “That nurse,” Stacy ex-
plained, “does an examination that's very lengthy
and in-depth, which is an evidence collection kit.”
The rape kit is not an official report, however. Indi-
viduals still have 30 days to decide whether they
want the hospital to submit their results to the po-
lice.

Although BRAVE and the college are working
on making the distinctions between each pro-
cess more transparent, Ava, Liz and Julia were
all unclear about their options after their respec-
tive assaults, and uncertain about what difference
reporting would make. Julia said she was con-
cerned about the potentiai magnitude of her case.
“I thought that BRAVE and the school wouid try to
make it into a big ordeal, and | just wanted it to be,
you know, over.”

Liz, on the other hand, immediately went to
BRAVE but also felt ill-informed: “The way BRAVE
explained the process to me made it sound a lot
scarier than | later found out it actually would be. |
thought | was going to have to press charges, talk
to the Red Hook police, or there would be a court
case and I'd need a lawyer... | wish the process
would have been explained to me more clearly.”

The process for reporting an assault can be gru-
eling. “If someone isn't ready for that investigation
to happen, it can be really damaging,” said Gretch-
en Perry, Dean of Campus Life. As an administra-
tor, Perry works with students to help them weigh
their options, to connect them with the appropriate
resources and also to talk to parents, if students
wish.

All three students were concerned about their pri-
vacy in Bard's small population. “I| didn’'t want other
people to think that | was making a big deal out of
nothing,” Julia recalled. “Because, like | said, no
penetration occurred. They barely got my clothes
off at all. | didn’t want there to be the debate about
whether | was just trying to get attention.” Reflect-
ing, though, she said, “I know for a fact and | knew
at the time...that taking away someone’s bodily
autonomy is an injustice.”

But for some, even drunken intercourse remains
in a separate category from rape. *| don’t consider
it rape because of the difference between what
happened to me, and what happens to someone
who's literally pinned down against their will,” Liz
said. “It's really hard [also] because you don’t want
to put yourself in that rape category.”

“If anyone is under the influence, they can't give
consent,” Perry said. Sex in an inebriated state, of-
ficially termed “mentally incapacitated” or “defec-
tive,” is a definition of rape in both official college
policy and New York state law.

“Bard has a hookup culture,” Liz said. “(It] maybe
screws with people’'s idea of what consent is...
people have drunk sex a lot of the time, so that line

Stacy is also concerned about the status of wom-
en on Bard’s campus. “[Rape and assault in the
context of partying is] hard for me to watch, espe-
cially for my age and my generation. There was
a short period of time when we really did feel like
our mothers paved the way and we could have this
sort of freedom around our bodies and...our sexu-
ality. And | feel like the pendulum has now swung
back to silliness, almost. | have to think when 1
hear stories ... are [drunk] girls making out in front
of a group of guys really about sexual freedom and
liberation? Is that really a choice they want to make
or is there some kind of show happening that is re-
ally about objectifying women.”

Julia’s friends immediately told her to call BRAVE
after the incident. “No, | don't want to get those
two guys in trouble,” she recalls replying. “Be-
cause | knew them. It's Bard; everybody knows
everybody. | didn’t want to start the shitstorm of
‘he said, she said,’ their friends against my friends,
ruining somebody'’s life. | didn't want them to get
kicked out of the school. | didn’t want them to have
to get humiliated, even though... | was utterly hu-
miliated.”

In January 2012, the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation modernized their definition of rape from the
outdated “carnal knowledge of a female, forcibly
and against her will.” It now stands as, “The pene-
tration, no matter how slight, of the vagina or anus
with any body part or object, or oral penetration by
a sex organ of another person, without the con-
sent of the victim.” While many at Bard would have
favored this definition well before it was officially
announced, stigmas may still endure.

When the Free Press made an open call for in-
dividuais to give testimony to their experiences,
none of the responses came from men or queer
students, while there were a flood of stories of
women being assaulted by men. Stacy said the
perpetrators are unlikely to really be only hetero-
sexual men.

“As it is, there's so [much] stigmatization around
[sexual assault],” Stacy said. “[Even] more so for
same-sex couples and [in] the trans community.”

Julia is now an advocate of reporting. “It needs
to be very clear that [sexual assault] is unaccept-
able,” she said. “| was way too polite... you have
to toughen up against people who are potentially
dangerous.”

“But that's kind of sad,” Julia continued. “We
shouldn’t have to worry about what we wear, or
how we act, or how much we drink, or whether we
want to go out at all in order to feel safe.” The so-
lution, she said, may well come from people be-
ing more insistent, regardless of what others may
think. “People are going to have to be bitchy and...
rude and say ‘Get the fuck away from me, this is
not OK, you're a creep,’ and tell their friends, ‘It
was Bob, he did it.”

A personal account

ANNONYMOUSLY SUBMITTED

It has taken me a very long time to come to terms with being
unhappy. | have finally been prompted to write down my experi-
ence in the hope that | will inspire others to share their stories
and understand that it 1s okay to experience things you never
thought you would and thus. it is okay to feel. | want to be as
honest as possible while writing this.

During my years at Bard. | went abroad. | was nervous and
never felt it was the right choice. but | thought | would learn a
ton and experience the world and so on. While | understand
that sometimes going abroad at Bard is a wonderful experience.
and | could not be happier for those individuals. | also know that
many of our study abroad programs are poorly organized and
managed and are also falsely advertised.

Regardless. | found myself stuck and unhappy and far away
from everything | knew. | felt bad every day. | would cry for
hours. | would drink every day and some days | literally could
not move. | telt alone and it was horrible. | cut myself. cut my
body. because | literally could not feel anything emotionally and
physically.

During one of my last weeks away. | went out one night with
my best friend on the program and got really drunk. Even as |
write this. | can feel my heart beating and my fingers going stiff
I have never written this down. We went swimming with a group
of people. And | found myself kissing someone who | was not
even attracted to. this giant, gross guy who had weird teeth. |
fell down drunk in the sand and he crawled on top of me. He put
himself inside of me. | said "No" and tried to squirm away and
he stopped for a second. but then he got on top of me again. |
started thinking about how | was one of those stupid girls who
ends up in this stupid situation and how | was a statistic and |
couldn't breathe. My mind went blank. He raped me.

I could not understand what had happened to me for weeks.
My depression got worse. | came back to Bard and tried to
resume everything | had left. But | was different. My body had
changed: it was scarred. it was bigger. and my mind was com-
pletely altered | could not understand my physical self as being
attached to my emotional seif and | could not manage them
simultaneously. | tried to be normal. but | found myself detached
from my experiences abroad. and nervous that | would not be
able to trust anyone again. | tried to tell my story. but | didn't
know how. | thought nc one would care. | couldn't stand it. ev-
erything fett wrong. 1 tried to kill myself. Even at the time. | could
not comprehend why. | scared my fnends. | scared my family
and | scared myself.

| started taking antidepressants. and going to therapy and
checking i with not only my friends and family. but myself. I am
working on sharing myself with people and realizing that it is
okay to be not-okay. | know that | am getting better. Every day.
I'try to be more aware of myself and be aware of my emotions
I know that | can be loved. but | also know that | have to tell my
story and regain parts of myself that | have misplaced. it's like |
am meeting myself again. It is terrifying. but it is also exciting.

Last night, | had a dream that | was raped. | woke up in tears
and could not explain to my boyfriend why. That's why I'm writ-
ing this. | knew that | had to tell this story and hope that people
will recognize that it is okay to feel bad. but that you must get
help in whatever way you can. You must know that things can
be better and things will be better.
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