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ard 

ezra "march 24 apm• glenn will •party in the usa• anderson grayting ·he just left" bauer 
joey •no dogs allowed" sims j.p. "thanks Jeremy" lawrence 

kurt iums 21, c:lles• schmidlein 
anna "bananaszweskt daniszweski 
rebecca "downward dog" swanberg 
lucas "let me In" opgenorth 

CORRECTIONS· 
The writer credits for 'Security Guards 
Added to Robbins' were incomplete. Da
kota Schuck should have been credited 
for additional reporting. 

The headline on the article 'New Internet 
Policy' was intended to end with a ques
tion mark. A4 the piece noted, recent pi
racy crackdowns are not a new policy, but 
rather increased efforts to enforce an ex
isting policy. 

The article 'New Game Room Dubbed 
'Bardian Lounge• credited the effort be
hind the lounge partly to the 'Student 
Activities Committee.' In fact this effort 
came partly from the Office of Student 
Activities. The article stated that the 

$8000 cost of the redesign came exclu
sively from the Laundry Fund. In fact the 
CQSt was split between the Laundry Fund 
($3000) and the Campus Center Building 
Fund ($5000), which is supervised by the 
Student Activities Office. 

Writer Arthur Holland Michel's last name 
was misspelled as 'Mitchel' in the byline 
of his article 'The Smell of Rank: Why the 
Princeton Review is Dead Wrong.' 

In sports, due to a layout error, 'Raptor 
Highlights' were printed in place of 'Up
coming Raptor Events.' 

think we got something wrong? 
e-mail bardfreepress@gmail.com 

THE FREE PRESS RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT ALL SUBMISSIONS FOR SPELLING, 

GRAMMAR, AND COHERENCE. WE PROTECT OUR STUDENT JOURNALISTS' FIRST AMENDMENT 

RIGHTS AND ACCEPT THE RESPONSIBILITIES THAT ACCOMPANY THAT FREEDOM. CONTENT 

DECISIONS ARE MADE BY THE EDITORIAL BOARD, AND THE FREE PRESS WILL NOT PRINT 

ANYTHING LIBELOUS OR DISCRIMINATORY IN NATURE. ANONYMOUS SUBMISSIONS CAN ONLY 

BE PRINTED IF THE WRITERS CONSULT WITH THE EDITORIAL BOARD FIRST. 

ALL ARTICLES IN THE FEATURES AND OPINION SECTIONS REFLECT THE OPINIONS OF THE 

AUTHORS, NOT THOSE OF THE FREE PRESS EDITORIAL BOARD OR STAFF. RESPONSES TO 

OPINIONS ARE TOTALLY WELCOME AND CAN BE SENT TO BARDFREEPRESS@GMAIL.COM, 

AS CAN LETTERS TO THE EDITORS. 

DV 
TURES 
TO ESSAY 
CAMPUS CUL-
TURE OPIN-
ION SPORT 

emily "sideways" wissemann 
will anderson 

zooames willanderson 
jackberner 

jack bemer 
megan tOWfY/ 

robbie brannlgan 
anastasha moreno 
ianmcmillan 

To let acts of vandalism and disturbing behavior 
dictate attitudes towards Bard's campus and to
wards each other is to abandon the intelligence, 
creativity and individuality that we sought to be a 
part of when we accepted our places at Bard Col
lege. A few loud, negative actions and voices are 
not those of the majority and should not be allowed 
to taint our atmosphere. 

Bard may be perceived as an isolated bubble but 
it is more continuous with the outside wor1d than 
we think. Wherever a group of people live together 
there will be conflict, crime and a need for change. 
The tone we use to address these issues embod
ies the community we want to create together. And 
just like the outside wor1d, there will be coopera
tion, resolution and celebration. The key is to relish 
these as a means to make the changes we need. 

Many of us strive to accomplish a sense of be
longing and acceptance both of which exist at Bard 
but can and should grow stronger. It is safe to as
sume that no one hopes to be defined by the nega
tivity that exists here and will exist anywhere we go. 
What we can rally around is being sincere about 
Bard as a place to ~Joy a fantastic education; a 
place to gain confidence in our quirks; a place to 
contribute our abilities to make what Bard does well 
its definition. 

- Mackie Siebens, Bard Student 



To the Editors: 

I read with interest and then growing consternation the February edi
tion of the Bard Free Press. 

When my son began applying toallltges three years ago his interest 
in Bard perplexed me. I knew Bard by l'8pUlation. It was a pricey refuge 
for the remnants of the 60's ~. hippie, counlen:Ullure. 
It was home to lots of drugs. It wa home to leN acaderofC ~-

But the path to college enro~ is a winding one Cllllla911es. 
campus vi8III, int81'views and t~ _.,._"I at -,1)ias. 
Along the way an outreach p~esan111111 NI•-•• had 
an Impact, too. Her kids went tQ. 
office. And 8118 described to h 
tucked away In the Hudson R" 
dent who was a musician, a • 
dltlonal liberal arts education. 
ture of scholarghlp, friendship 
that Bard was a school of • 

By the time my son finally 
universities that had accepled 
delighted when he chose the Bani 
admissions rep. 

But yesterday while reading 
found in the first few pages: 

There had been an • 
generate a reaction of "fight 
reflection. 

•Persistent vandafism• was 
tempt to collect fines for those 
apology or self-reflection. 

Renovations to a student cent• had1o be relocated because a goal 
of 24-hour accessibHity invited ac:ta of dlstrucllon not ·appredation. 
and after the facelift, there see ., .. ..,.,cam that 1he space might 
return to its "squalid origins•. 

There was student disgruntlemillabout aecurily cameras and about 
copying fees. 

There wae a Stofy about 81Url._ 
tlmism transferring out, complai~ lhay often felt iSolated and were 
disappointed in the school. 

And there was more. There was petty disgruntlement. There was 
serious disgruntlement. 

But my cons18mation, after r 
IS closer to my original preflLICJIOI 
believe. 

Maybe Bob Dylan's "vandals" .. haw 11'18 handle and rule in An
nandale but in a manner less nmin9 ltwt depkad tn song. And 
maybe Bard students really arw•~IIIIIIIIIICI, apalled and antttJed 
young people whose boredom 11_.ll ..,llf .. adl•181ir'8 
rush of destructive acts. 

Qr maybe Bard IS a unique outpOSt of the liberal arts; a school man
aging to maintain integrity in a world where colleges are morphing Into 
trade 8Choall and MBA's make money but struggle to find meaning in 
life. 

H Bard la the former, I am aaddened. If It ii the latter, 1hen you, as 
editors of a school newspaper, have a responelbilly to 8CCIUnlt9ly de
pict life on campus. Not a saccharine, "white-washing" depiction but 
a comprehensive depiction. There are many ills in the world. There Is 
too much auflerlng. Some of those Ills are to be found on any school 
campus. Some of that suffering surely is at Bard, too. 

But If that la ALL there Is, I would encourage you to join the ranks of 
those above-menlionad transfer students. Because you have only four 
years to wring 1he maxfmum from this academic experience. Soon you 
will be a banker, or a farmer, ·a teacher or a cab driwlr. You wil go to 
work In the morning. You wm cook dimer at night. b • Juggle family 
responsibilllias and work. You wit faR 8lleep over dMlpllrl of ..,.. 
you don't haw time to finish. And then you may wl8h that you hm bet
ter used yow college years. 

V 

FAN MAIL 

I apprecief Peet~. I like what you 
are do'ft'lg,~th thl Stal ,Street Jolm'IIII. 
and I belie.;i that tm 1he whQle th8l are 
good. Thal Is wh when I ,_11 the Stall 
SiDst Journal "Ferti tty now it WOf1c8. 
how to work Wi!h Jl" I was so confused 
as to how tt rnc,aged to get published. 
t undtira&and ttie ments Of being In tune 
wilh yot,r l)ody, and thal many people, 
de&pite our high level of, educallon, do 
not understand mechanisms of feray, 
but I do not think that the Stall Street 
Journal managed to strongly convey 
the ffll818Q9 that the Rhyltvn Method la 
SUl)pOl8d lo be used In~ with 
barrier mellodl. ff I were to skim Ule 
journal, which I assume many people do 
on their quick trip to the bathroom, there 
is a high chance that my eyes would go 
immediately to "Don't get epaofced- It 
can be kinda fun.• instead of • ... help you 
be mo~ thorough In successfully using 
your other pregnancy prevention meth
odt. • 

Last year, Heath Services published a 
letter in the Free Press saying that they 
had seen an unusually high number of 

Dear Sofia, 

Thank you for entering this discussion 
and sharing personal information that 
informs your experience and your letter. 

Peer Health tries to do a lot of research 
and collaboration with other groups and 
sources to be sure our Stall Seat Jour
nals are g~nded In fact and feel use
ful to the campus population. That said, 
sometimes we go with the gut and speak 
from a space that is more personal to 
one of us. Here, we felt that we were 
responding to a student's need to un
derstand his/her own physiology before 
truly understanding of the complicated 
ways different methods of birth control 
function in our bodies. 

One can imagine you responding, •1 
agree, but couldn't you just put one 
more emboldened line in there about us
ing this in conjunction with other forms 
of BC, or some stats on the failure rate 
of fertility awareness as a prophylac
tic method?~ We agree; we probably 
should have. We did make sure to in
clude disclaimers in both of the fertility 

.,. 

pregnancies, and I know that this i8 true. 
I was with my biend when she reat;z.ed 
she was Pr&9"anf and wjlh her ',fhen 
she had an llbortion. St\ft practiced the 
rhylhfn method. J inow it is "kinda fu,.. 
tq; W'lder&tand your ~. and it can 
make people feel empo~ to feel 
like they are so in control of their bod
lee 1hat they do not need to use other 
methods of contraceplloa. have heerd 
so many friends compfaln aboUl pu1flng 
hormones in ttleir bodies vta the pil, 
the ring, or an IUD. It know there are 
young men who have teamed weartng 
condoms reduces pleasure and young 
women who have learned that it Is too 
Much of #I imposition upon their partner 
to Insist. The couping of 1heae two fac
tors wl9h the idea of Invincibility that we 
all possess makes the Rhythm Method 
something that leads people to believe 
that they are practicing safe sax when 
In reality they are putting ttlln,selves in 
danger of contracting STla and getting 
pregnant. 

Soffa Commito 

awareness articles, but your point about 
people possibly misreading or skimming 
over those disclaimers is fair. 

Some of the challenges we face 
a~nd advocating for ourselves a~nd 
protection can stem from not really un
derstanding how our bodies work, and 
we are sensitive to the disempowerment 
that can come with telling anyone what 
to do. Though you are not advocating 
that, we just wanted to draw attention to 
the fine Une between offering information 
versus telling/moralizing. The beginning ! 
of feminist health practice is seH-advo-, 
cacy, which demands complete, com
passionately given information. We try to 
address all aspects of this long journey 
to self-advocacy in the Journals. 

We publlsh this email exchange be
llevlng that speaking out and trans
parent dialogue are powerful meth
ods of health education too. 

Peer Health 
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BREAK-IN AND VANDALISM AT MANOR CAFE 

The employees of Manor Cafe arrived at work Feb. 
24 to find their workplace ravaged. Trespassers, most 
likely a group of Bard students, broke in through a win
dow in the early morning hours. Once inside, the tres
passers caused hundreds of dollars of damage, leav
ing the prep counter strewn with muddy.footprints and 
taking a bite out of a giant block of cheese. 
-We had to sanitize everything and throw a lot of stuff 

away,9 said Brian Grant, manager of Manor Cafe. "The 
place was just a mess." 
The brttak-in most likely occurred shortly after 2:32 

a.m., when the last security guard walked through 
the building, said Ken Cc.loper, Director of Safety and 
Security. The alarm did not go off because the motion 
sensors malfunctioned, he added. 

Both Ken Cooper and representatives from Chart
wells said they suspect that a group of Bard students 
was behind the break-in. They added that whoever it 
was must have had some familiarity with the kitchen 
area, both inside and out. 

"Whoever did this did not realize the implications of 
their actions,9 said Chas Cerulli, head of Chartwells at 
Bard. "Manor employees. were upset at the sense of 
entitlement and disrespect toward the space." 

Grant, who has worked as a cook at Bard for 15 years, 
said he felf the break-in threatened the •good camara
derie" between students and staff. The break-in may 
have been seen as a hannless prank by the perpetra
tors, but it took hours of work to fix the damage. 

"The employees of the cafe were able to get every
thing sanitized and prepared in time to open,9 Grant 

said, "but morale was uncharacteristically low." 
Morale improved throughout the day, however, as 

15 to 20 students, all Manor regulars, dropped by to 
apologize for whoever was responsible. 

Cooper said he was vexed by the "knuckleheaded
ness of some students who are so smart otherwise." 
He added that the break-in qualifies for felony burglary 
charges, but that neither he nor Cerulli plan on tak
ing legal action if the perpetrators are caught. Cooper 
said that he hopes students will come forward with in
fonnation, and he hopes that the culprits will pay for 
the broken window and perform community service in 
restitution. 
Manor Cafe has responded to the break-in by install

ing a door alarm and new motion sensors. When asked 
if he would consider installing surveillance cameras in 
the cafe, Cerulli replied, "Yee. It is really unfortunate. 
I can deal with small thefts, but this? What else can 
wedor 
Alarm and motion sensor upgrades are not yet com

pleted. Cameras are not yet part of the upgrades. 
This Manor Cafe break-in is not unprecedented. Two 

yea~ ago, a similar incident occurred. Cerulli said this 
break-in was not as bad as that one, during which tres
passers caused thousands of dollars in damage. 
•Nqthing was stolen," Cerulli said. •it seems rike this 

was more of a prank than a theft.• 
•somebody put somethin_g small-like a finger or 

something-in an apple pie,9 Grant said. "Someone 
might be watching too many movies.• 

POLICY PROPOSAL WOULD FORBID 
STAFF-STUDENT ROMANCES 

by lucas opgenorth & free press staff 
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TWO BOOTS PLANS TO OPEN BY COMMENCEMENT 

Construction is well underway on Two Boots, soon 
to open across from Bard's main entrance on 9G. 

The new branch of the popular pizza chain will 
provide pizza and a bar within walking distance for 
students. 
The location most recently housed the restaurant 

Cappuclno by Coppollis. The building was pur• 
chased in 2010 with funds raised by alumni/ae after 
Cappuclno's closed. It will also house the offices of 
Development and Alun1ni/ae Affairs Departments, 
according to Director of Alumni/ae Affairs Jane 
Brien '89. 
"Ouasi Bard alum" and CEO of Two Boots Pizza 

Phil Hartman has kept up a relationship with the 
college for a long time. •1 was a guest student at 
Bard; Hartman said, •[and) two of my kids gradu
ated [from Bard], one in '08 one in '11." 
Hartman approached Bard about his idea. He felt 

there was demand for an on-campus food location, 
and communal gathering point. •t always felt bad 
since Adolph's closed: said Hartman, referring to a 
bar nearby campus which closed in the mid-1980s 
(following the change to the US drinking age in 
1984). 
"There wasn't any place for the students to go 

nearby,· he continued. "I thought it'd be great to cre
ate a place for the kids to come to as well as faculty, 
staff, and local folks. I really hope it's a kind of place 
everyone can feel comfortable at.• 
Bard is leasing Hartman the left hand side of the 

building, while the offices will be on the right. "The 
third floor of Ludlow is pretty much moving out," 
Brien said. "The Alumni/ae are very, very excited to 
have a new location to call their own. They are also 
delighted that Phil has chosen to bring his special 
brand of pizza and fun to Annandale." 

Brien recalls Hartman attending Bard In the late 
'70s to study with the late film professor Adolfas 
Mekas. Mekas founded the Film Program at Bard 
in 1971. He taught until 2004 when he received the 
Bardian Award, and died at the end of last May. 
There will be a memorial In honor of Adolfas Me
kas the weekend Two Boots opens. -We want to 
create a pizza to honor him," said Hartman. 
A local company is currently working to get Two 

Boots ready to open by commencement. The of
fice move will not happen until later in the year. 

Work started in January. The building was first 
gutted - then the restaurant side of the building had 
to be demolished due to some unforeseen foun
dation problems, according to Brien. However, the 
footprint and basic shape will remain the same. 

•[Hartman) hopes to hire a crossing guard on Fri
day and Saturday evenings,· said Brien, to deal 
with students walking across 9G to and from the 
restaurant. 
1He also] hopes to elicit the help of some art stu

dents in the decorative parts of the restaurant - in 

the interior design,• she added. 
Hartman plans to meet with a professor In the 

art department to organize muralists. -We always 
work with local artists in all of our Two Boots res
taurants: he said. 
There will also be a stage for music and poetry 

performances by both Bard students and local tal
ent. 

Many Bardians are excited about the Two Boots 
project, but expect a lot. "There's not a shortage of 
pizza places around campus - I think Two Boots 
has to bring more to the table,• said first-year Ben
nett Torres. "Two Boots is not going to live or die 
by Just the quality of its food - it will be more about 
whether it can fill a social niche and be used as a 
hangout spot. 
•0ue to the proximity to the campus and the at

mosphere I feel like it will become a great part of 
the community.· 
Two Boots will open at 1 t :30am and close around 

midnight, except on weekends, when Hartman 
hopes to keep it open until 2am. 

SPRING FLING 2012 PLANS ANNOUNCED bywHfanderson 

FREE BEER AND MORE SECURITY AMONG CHANGES 
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SMOG, Bard's student-run space, will 
remain standing for at least the rest of 
the spring semester. Unforeseen com
plications have temporarily stalled the 
the college's plans to construct a base
ball field in the area south of the Ferrari 
Soccer & Lacrosse Complex. 
A roughly half-million-dollar funding 

shortage, as well as the discovery of a 
population of bats and Native American 
arrowheads on the proposed construc
tion site, have delayed the project's 
progress, confirmed Director of Student 
Activities Julie Silverstein. 

If the construction does move forward 
according to the most recent plans, the 
field will relocate SMOG. Tentative plans 
for the project [see opposite page) show 
the field's parking lot in the area SMOG 
currently occupies. 

Recent obstacles could see the field 
moved elsewhere. An archaeological 
survey in the corning weeks will shape 
the decision. 

SMOG administrators have met 
with Vice President for Administration 
James Brudvig to discuss the future of 
the space. "The meeting was basically 
about the worst-case scenario,• ex
plained SMOG Administrator Eve Alpert. 
·tr the field was built, what we would do.• 
The notion of moving SMOG to a pre

existing building, such as the Red Bam 
behind the RKC, was dismissed as Im
plausible due to noise considerations. 
According to Alpert, the meeting fo

cused mainly on the possible construc
tion of a new space for SMOG. ·1 think 
[Brudvig) understands that SMOG is re-

A painting of a baseball diQmond accompanlBd by the woros •ff )QI build It, they won't come,· was quickly painted o~ 

ally Important, and the SMOG we have 
now is really important,■ Alpert said. ·so 
I think he and the other administrators 
want to accommodate us as best as 
possible.· 
A student forum was also held on 

March 1 to discuss SMOG's future. 
Some attendees opposed the idea of 
the baseball field - others viewed the 
construction of a new SMOG as an op
portunity student participation in the cre
ation of a new space. 
"(Brudvig) really gets what SMOG is for 

student~.• said Mackie Siebens, Presi
dent of the Student Association Govern
ment. 'We wouldn't be replacing it with 
some really fancy, high tech, Impeccably 
neat thing, because part of the feel of 
SMOG is that it is a garage.• 
However, SMOG administrators would 

liks to see SMOG remain in its present 
locatioA. 'We believe that the space 
right now has intrinsic value in terms of 
what SMOG is," said SMOG administra
tor Emmett Shoemaker. "It would be a 
lot easier to keep SMOG where it is, and 
I think everyone would be much happier 
for it." 

Both Siebens and SMOG adminis
trators said that, in recent talks with 
the college, this option was still on the 
table. 'We would just have to factor in 
the baseball games and plan practices 
and shows around [SMOG's schedule]: 
Siebens said. 
SMOG already negotiates its sched

ule with the athletics department due to 
its proximity to the lacrosse and soccer 
fields. This proximity limits both the time 

slots during which the venue can be 
used and the appearance of the build
ing's exterior. 

~e exterior of the building is sup
posed to be beige; as far as I under
stand, that's the agreement,■ Director of 
Athletics Kristen Hall said. 'We do have 
guests and families and children... as 
patrons using that part of our outdoor 
venues, so it should be presentable as 
a part of the campus.• 
Juniors Dan Gettinger and Erin Smith, 

Peer Counselors in Cruger and Keen 
North respectively, recenUy painted the 
outside of SMOG with their residents as 
part of a dorm activity. Though the event 
was cleared with both Silverstien and 
SMOG administrators, the PCs were lat
er told to paint over the graffiti they and 
their residents had created. 
The group had painted a baseball dia

mond accompanied by the words "If you 
build it, they won't come· - a reference 
to the iconic baseball movie 'Field of 
Dreams.' This mural particularly upset 
the athletics department and other ad
ministrators. 
Smith said there was a miscommuni

cation about whether painting on the 
outside of the building was permitted. 
Gettinger said that the aim of the dorm 

activity was to create "ownership over 
part of our community.• He felt that ad
ministrators had undermined this goal 
by forcing students to paint over the 
mural, and argued that student spaces 
such as SMOG should be subject to 
fewer administrative restrictions. 
"I think there has been tension be-

tween SMOG and the athletics depart
ment," Alpert said. 
The athletics department has been dis

satisfied with trash cluttering SMOG and 
its surroundings after heavily attended 
events. SMOG administrators, however, 
note that trash has not recently been an 
issue, thanks to an increase in SMOG 
personnel at events. 
"In my opinion, ideally, we wouldn't 

have muttimillion-[dollar) athletics facili
ties next to a student space,• said Hall. 
"If the students want to continue some
thing like SMOG, we support that.· 

President of the Student Athlete Advi
sory Committee (SAAC) Jessica Phil
pott said her lacrosse practices are of
ten 'soundtracked' by SMOG music, for 
better or for worse. 
"Our Athletic Director has had to ask 

SMOG members to cease playing while 
we are trying to play games," said Phil
pott. "It sucks because it is supposed to 
be their space.• She thinks that SMOG 
would work better in a different location. 

SMOG administrators will continue to 
meet with administrators as plans for 
the baseball field solidify. They are also 
planning to continue their development 
of the space, with projects like the con
struction of a skate ramp on SMOG's 
patio, in order to expand the space's po
tential uses. 
"Even if plans for the baseball field 

clear, I would like to think that, at Bard, 
if enough students were to voice their 
opinion, we could persuade the admin
istration [to keep SMOG,]" Shoemaker 
said. 



Though a lack of funding and other obstacles have 
temporarily stalled Bard's construction of a new 
baseball field, planning for the field is already well 
underway. 

Director of Athletics Kristen Hall explained that, for 
any construction project, Bard needs the approval 
of the Red Hook Planning Board. The college must 
be granted a construction permit before the project 
can begin. This process entails studies of both the 
proposed construction site, and the effect the proj
ect will have on the area. 

For example, when the college created the Fer
rari Soccer & Lacrosse Complex, it needed to float 
balloons at the height of the proposed light fixtures 
to ensure that they would not be seen from historic 
mansions near campus. 

Director of Construction Chuck Simmons has al
ready held preliminary meetings with the Red Hook 
board. 
The field may be located in the woods around 

SMOG, Woods Studio and Admissions, which Hall 
calls the "Enchanted Forest.• The area was select
ed because it is flat and large enough to accommo
date the new field. 

The dump near the soccer field and the area be
hind the soccer field, used by Bard Paintball, were 
also considered. The dump was deemed too unsta
ble for the planned light fixtures, while the Paintball 
field was deemed too small. The area near Manor 
and Robbins was quickly dimissed due to its dis-
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tance from central campus and other athletic facili
ties. 

Hall also added that she hopes to be able to pave 
Woods Rd. to eliminate dust around the soccer field 
and the mud that often gets tracked onto Annandale 
Rd. 
"The plans sound solid and I think that all the 

sports can benefit from the addition of a new turf 
baseball facility." said President of the Student Ath
letic Advisory Committee Jessica Philpott, who is 
optimistic about the project. 

However, not all are as enthused. Some students 
who attended the SMOG forum on March 1 were 
opposed to the field's construction, saying that the 
money should be used for projects that would ben
efit a wider range of students, like new dorms. 

"(The field] is a donation so the college pretty 
much has no !>SY because they don't want to break 
ties with donors,• President of the Student Associa
tion Government Mackie Siebens said. "I think it's 
not a good idea for students to be... unapprecia
tive of what people give ... the baseball field can be 
used by other clubs and sports teams too." 

By and large, the mild winter has allowed the proj
ect to move forward at a relatively quick rate. Hall 
hopes to have the four-month project completed by 
September, so that Bard's team can use it in the 
fall. However, she emphasized that construction 
projects are frequently subject to delays. 
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SPRING CLEANING TO REVITALIZE ROOT C'ELLAR 
-- - --- - -- --

CLUB HOPES CLEAN SPACE LEADS TO FRESH START 
The door to the Root Cellar is always unlocked. In

side is a kitchen, a space for concerts, and a mas
sive independent magazine library-all available for 
student use. 
The door is kept unlocked out of a sense of trust, 

says junior Maddy Strassler, one of the co-heads of 
the Root Cellar Collective. 

"It stems from the idea that as students, we are re
sponsible and we can definitely run a space of our 
own, without having the authority of the school breath
ing down our necks the whole time," Strassle said. 
This trusting attitude, though, doesn't always pay off. 
Junior Rory Hamovit, one of Strassler's co-heads 

in the Root Cellar Collective, says that he has seen 
people trash the space, take stuff and not treat it well. 
"People don't really respect the space," Hamovit said. 

"We want the Root Cellar to be open at all times,• 
Stassler said, "but people end up abusing the thing we 
have." 

Strassler has been involved with the Root Cellar 
for three years. She says she was drawn to the Root 
Cellar's ideals of student independence, radical poli
tics and punk rock music. The Root Cellar, along with 
SMOG, is one of only two student-run spaces at Bard. 
It claims to be·a space by students, for students. 
"It's really nice to enter a space that you know is be

ing taken care of by your fellow students," Strassler 
said. "I know a lot of people feel a lot better at the Root 
Cellar than they do at the Campus Center or at the 

by j.p. lawrence 
library.• 

Four clubs currently use the space for meetings, says 
Hamovit, and the club's spring calendar is full of read
ings and concerts. 

One such upcoming spring event is Punk Rock Prom. 
Punk Rock Prom has hosted student punk rock cover 
bands at the end of each spring semester for a de
cade. 

Punk Rock Prom usually takes place on the quad out
side the Root Cellar. Last year, however, problems at 
the event got the Root Cellar Collective, as hosts, in 
trouble. 

"A lot of people were being really rowdy and really 
drunk-throwing bottles and stuff," Strassler says. "We 
were told we couldn't have it on the quad this year." 
The space takes a lot of damage during concerts, 

Strassler says. During her freshman Punk Rock Prom, 
someone kicked a hole in the wall. The hole is still 
there, next to the toilet. 

The kitchen, too, has seen better days. The refrigera
tors and the drawers are both empty, and the hot water 
heaters and coffee makers have either been broken 
or stolen. 
The kitchen once served as a vegan cafe that served 

cookies and tea. Strassler says she and a few of her 
friends tried to bring the cafe back her sophomore 
year, but thieves made off with both food and money. 

"With any kind of student-run space, people are like, 
'Oh yeah, there's no authority, we can Just, like wreck 

BARD DEBATE TEAM 
TAKES ON ROBBINS FINE 

by megan towey 

The Bard Debate Union hosted a public debate Feb. 
22 on personal accountability and communal respon
sibility in the wake of the Robbins community fine. 

The debate followed a series of acts of vandalism at 
that resulted in a $250 .fine for residents of both Rob
bins and Robbins Addition. 

At the beginning of the debate, 14 members of the 
audience favored the community fine, and 21 opposed 
it. By the end, only ten supported the fine, with 24 
against It. 

Gretchen Perry, Dean of Campus life, began the 
debate with a discussion on the financial importance 
of the fine. 

"It is very contentious, and we know there is some 
inherent unfairness in the process," said Perry. "But 
how can we cover these costs? Is there a better way 
to do this?" 

First-year lmaani Easthausen, who argued in favor 
of the fine, started the debate by sharing the intangible 
effects of the fine. 

"Fines are positive because they create mutual re
sponsibility; said Easthausen. •students should hold 
each other accountable by creating an environment 
where this is not socially acceptable.• 

First-year Lexi Echelman, who also argued in sup
Port of the fine, claimed that it ls a financial neces
sity, but incorporating it into student tuition creates 
distance from the root of the issue. 

"It is not fair to do nothing," said Echelman. "How 
else can we get the money when something goes 
wtong?" 

Sophomore Armaan Alzaki, on the side opposing the 
fine, argued that holding everyone accountable for the 
acts of the unpunished few is "inherently unjust,· and 
that the administration should focus more on improv
ing the feeling of community in dorms where vandal
ism occurs. 

"The only thing injustice propagates is more injus
tice," said Alkazi. "We all know that it's going to be 
harder and more time consuming to build a commu-

shit,'" Strassler said, "and I would like to have more 
faith in the student body." 

Strassler hopes the space can include a cafe again 
one day. 

Currently, the Root Cellar Collective is in the middle 
of spring cleaning. Residents from Robbins Addition 
have been helping out as part of the community resti
tution they're doing for a recent spate of vandalism in 
Robbins. 
"It really needed a cleaning," said sophomore Lucas 

Duffy-Tumasz, who has spent several weekends orga
nizing, sweeping and mopping. "I wanted to help out.· 
Strassler hopes that by cleaning up the space, stu

dents will realize that it's a place for them to hang out, 
do homework, or make a sandwich. The hope is that 
students can walk in through that unlocked door and 
hold a club meeting, or perhaps browse its indepen
dent magazine collection, one of the one of the North
east's largest. 
The Root Cellar Collective hopes that students will 

respect the space, Hamovit said. The Collective be
lieves that the only way for that hope to be fulfilled is 
for people to come to the Root Cellar and find out what 
the big deal Is. 

"I'd love for more people to just hang out here, spend 
time here, enjoy the concerts and use the free kitch
en," Hamovit said. "Just use the space." 

"Stop by whenever," Strassler said. "We leave it un
locked." 

nity, but it will be more just.• 
First-year Emily Epstein, also argued that the finan

cial burden of the fine divides the community based on 
socioeconomic status. 

"$250 means something completely different to dif
ferent people, and not everyone is being punished 
equally," said Epstein. "Community service makes this 
divide even worse because you can tell who can afford 
It and who can't." 

•t think it went really well," said Stephanie Presch, 
a first-year who argued in support of the lne, after 
the debate. "Both of the sides were represented in a 
way that people could give them equal consideration. 
I think it's raised some awareness along the lines of 
facilitating that discussion and getting people to con
sider both sides." 

Debate coach Ruth Zisman encouraged students to 
get involved in debates on campus, hailing debate as 
·an integral part of community life." Meetings are on 
Monday nights at 7 p.m. in the Red Room. 
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CASE OF THE 
E FIRE Al:AR 
by davit/I giz( 

3:50 AM. All is quiet on South Campua. The residents of Tewk~ Hall are, for 
the most part. asleep. SUddeoly, the whole dorm is awakened by the higb-pitched, 
eardrum-shattering, teeth-Chattering, shrill blea1ing of a fire alarm. 

the only way to prevent that is to have the respofllSible person come forward,• Bol
trushek wrote. 

Soon the dorm's re~ stand outside, ir1<ed beyond all belief as they rub them
selves in the brisk winter mominn'J Some asked. "Who the hell sta991 a fire drill at four 
in the momlngr 

Asked in late February about the llkelihood of a fine, Boltrushek replied with a re· 
sounding and definitive maybe. 
*It all depends on whether or not the person or persons responsible comes forward. 

tf [they do], then the issue becomes a lot simpler," she said. 
This was the scene outside Tewksbury Haff in the early hours of the morning on Sat

urday, February 10. Many wondered whether the alarm really was a <frill. Fortunately, 
the school isn't that sadistic - it was a false alarm. 
"No one was expecting [the alarm) that early In the morning( said ~wksbury Peer 

Counselor Rushen Reid. •tt took us all by surprise.• Incidents like this are uncommon 
in the dorm this year. "This is the first [false] alarm this semester and only the second 
one the whole [academic] year,• Reid said. 

According to the Bard College Student ffandbook, the punishment for setting off a 
false fire alarm is a maximum fine ot $500 plus the cost of repairs, and a minimum fine 
of $100 plus 20 hours of community service. Why, then, are the residents of Robbins 
being fined and not those of Tewksbury? Boltrushek explained that the issue is scale. 
"The Robbins and Robbins Addition fine was due to repeated fire alarms in the same 

24--hour span and the draining of the sprinkler system,• Boltrushek said. "Those are 
major incidents. The Tewksbury incident is just that, an incident. One.• 

The next day Area Coordinator for South Campus, Ashley Boltrushek, sent an e
mail to all Tewksbury residents asking that whoever pulled the alarm, or anyone with 
knowledge of the incident, come forward Immediately so that a communal fine could 
be prevented. 

The college continues to weigh its options, and Boltrushek hopes to resolve the is
sue without a fine becoming involved. "What people don't think about is while one or 
two people may have been involved in pulling this alarm, there were 88 other students 
sleeping in the building, not being disruptive,• Boltrushek said. 

•1 would like to avoid a commU01111 fine being assessed because of this Incident and 

ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE SEEKS TO ENGA,GE 
STUDENT BODY 

---------------------eym~~-•~~-._ ___________________ _ 
The Entertainment Committee, a historically elusive group that provides 

funding for outside bands to perfonn on campus, is getting in tune with 
the student body. 
According to co-head Nick Kiersted, a junior, the committee has started 

polling the student body to determine whom to book for a "larger-scale" 
performance. The committee also now hosts open forums at the begin
ning of each semester in order to be more transparent and accessible to 
the community. 
• A lot of the changes we've been going through are actually things that 

have always been required of us by the student CQnstitution,• said Kier
sted. "Theyve just been overlooked in past years." 

Unlike similar groups at other colleges, the Entertainment Committee, 
alongside organizing their own events, also gives funding to students who 
are interested in hosting shows themselves, according to Julie Silverstein, 
Director of Student Activities and the Bertelsmann Campus Center. 
"They have been allotting money to students interested in hosting shows 

at a higher rate than in the past," Silverstein said. 
'We mostly leave it to the student body to book and promote their own 

events; said Kiersted. "We simply act as guides, helping students negoti
ate with performers and booking agents and also try(ing] hard to disperse 
the budget fairly and evenly throughout the school." 

This semester, the Entertainment Committee will select a band to play 
for Spring Fling. A ballot was sent to the student body on March 5th con
taining, among hipster darlings Sleigh Bells, Atlas So1.11d and Toro Y Moi, 
Carribbean soca artist Kevin Lyttle, known for his 2004 hit -rum Me On." 
The list was compiled "using our best judgment," Kiersted said. 

"We tried to use our public meeting this semester as a forum for people 
to suggest bands for the poll, but unfortunately the meeting this year was 
extraordinarily under-attended," he added. 

Some students, though, found the bands on the list a little obscure. 
"I hadn't heard of any of the bands except for Atlas Sound, so I voted for 

him,• said first-year Ana Freeman. •t guess my musical tastes aren't cool 
enough for Bard.• 
"We've received some backlash here and there over the popularity of the 

artists included in the poll," Kiersted said. "A lot of people need to under
stand that Bard's Entertainment Committee doesn't get the big bucks that 
other, larger colleges receive. We are met with the challenge of finding 
an artist that is both well-known and is able to perform for a fee that the 
committee can afford.• 

During Kiersted's first year, he said, the committee's funding was "wildly 
mismanaged.• That year, the committee failed to conduct a poll to select 
a larger-scale act, host an open forum for criticism and suggestions, and 
hold elections to fill its open seats. 
~e Planning Committee... kindly mentioned that aside from the ac

counting errors, we were also neglecting certain duties that the student 
constitution had required of us,• Kiersted said. 

This year, according to Kiersted, the committee's efficiency has im
proved. 
"At this point in the semester, we have filled the vacant seats of the 

committee, held our forum, and begun the polling process,• said Kiersted. 
"When the results of the poll are in, we will then move forward with book
Ing our big event." 
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FORMALIZATION OF RED 
HOOK AND MAS'HA 
PALESTINE SISTER CITY 
RELATIONSHIP IN ITS 
FINAL STAGES 
by abhishek dev 

Red Hook and Mas'ha, a Palestinian village with a population of about 
2000, are in the final stages of formalizing a sister city relationship. Sister 
city relationships are defined as broad-based, officially approved, long
term partnerships between two communities in two countries. 

Once Mas'ha and Red Hook are officiaHy recognized as sister cities, 
Red Hook will be the eighth American city/town to have a sister city re
lationship with a Palestinian city and the third with a population under 
30,000 to do so. Mas'ha will be the first Palestinian town of its size to be 
sister cities with an American town. 
The idea of initiating a sister city relationship was proposed by Dan 

Gettinger, one of the organizers of the Bard Palestinian Youth Initiative 
(BPYI). BPYI, a student-run project in the Trustee Leader Scholar (TLS) 
Program. has been organizing civic engagement, cultural exchange, and 
educational programs in Mas'ha for more than three years now. 

Paul Marienthal, Director of the TLS program, Micki Strawinski, Student 
Employment Manager at Bard College and former member of the Red. 
Hook Town Board, and Erica Freudenberger, head of the Red Hook Pub
lic Library (RHPL), have all played important roles in making the idea a 
reality. 
•1 think that the more we can expose our children and residents to peo

ple from all cultures, religions and backgrounds, (the more we will] all 
benefit and grow; Strawinski said. 

In the summer of 2010, BPYI built a Children's Library in Mas'ha with 
RHPL's help. Since then, BPYI and RHPL have reached out to the Mas'ha 
community in various ways. For their first exchange project, elementary 
school children from both towns made murals about their idea of com
munity, citizenship and society. BPYI has also made several presenta
tions about their relationship with Mas'ha to the Rotary Club, local public 
school administrators and the Red Hook Chamber of Commerce. 

"I just wanted to extend and give a face to this relationship between Red 
Hook and Mas'ha, and a sister city relationship was a natural outgrowth of 
the exchange project,• Gettinger said. "(It] sounded like an excellent idea 
to solidify cultural exchange between the two towns, which will allow for 
more collaboration and communication and a direct exchange of ideas.· 
The sister city resolution was proposed in a March 2011 meeting of the 

Red Hook Town Board by Gettinger and Marienthal. The resolution was 
endorsed by Strawinski, who was serving on the Board at that time, and all 
town board members present approved the resolution unanimously. fol
lowing the meeting, the Red Hook Sister Cities Committee was formed. It 
includes a number of Red Hook town leaders and residents. 
"As a librarian, my role is to connect people to information so that they 

may be empowered, explore their passions and make informed deci
sions,· Freudenberger said. "It's a tremendous opportunity for both the 
towns to access first-hand information and have discussions on any num
ber of topics, and to create a new community that is not defined entirely 
by geography." 
Sister Cities International is a nonprofit citizen diplomacy network that 

creates and strengthens partnerships between United States and inter
national communities. For Sister Cities International to officially recognize 
the Red Hook/Mas'ha relationship, the local city council has to approve it. 
This will be followed by a signing ceremony with top elected officials from 
the two local jurisdictions. 

The sister city resolution has been approved by the Red Hook Town 
Board, and the signing ceremony has yet to be completed. Gettinger and 
BPYI have raised funds and are planning to bring members of the Mas'ha 
village council-including the village Imam, the head of the village council 
and the head of Mas'ha's youth group-to the area in the spring to com
plete the official process. 
This past February, the Red Hook Sister Cities Committee also decided 

to look into expanding the relationship to include an Israeli town, thereby 
creating a triangular sister cities relationship. 

"I'm excited about the sister city relationship between Red Hook and 
Mas'ha," Freudenberger said. "I think it's powerful when small communi
ties can connect on a direct basis-we get to see firsthand our common
alities, establish relationships and find ways to move forward in a positive 
way." 

STUDENT GOV'T UPDATE 
The community dinner that took place Feb. 

23 proved to be a wonderful way to cre
ate community through simple discussion 
of what we enjoy about Bard. Two working 
groups developed out of the meeting. The 
first is looking to organize a finale event for 
L& T where first-years can meet and mingle 
with upper ctassmen. The second hopes to 
start a mentorship program to strengthen 
the ties between under and upper Classmen 
throughout a student's coHege life. If you 
want to be included in either of these wor1<ing 
groups please contact me at vote@bard.edu. 

First I want to thank all the club heads this 
semester for doing, overall, a very good job 
with the boring bureaucratic side of being 
a club head, That said, over $450,000 was 
requested by over 120 clubs this semester 
c:omperad ., $280,000 requested last se-
1'1111111' Ir/ 118 clube.: In_.. inllmw we 
had about $200,000 to all9Cllle • you 
can Imagine, we had to cut quite a• of eaoh 
clubs' proposed budget 

NEWS 'BRIEFS// 
Permanently stationed security guards have 

been removed from the lobby of Robbins Ad
dition. 

Ken Cooper. Director of Security, confirmed 
that the added security presence in the dorm 
now consists only of casual guards. 
Security guards have returned to their regu

lar patrol shifts around campus, including 
through Robbins Addition on occasion. 

"If we need a professional guard the casu
al guard will call them in," said Cooper. He 
added that casual guards will remain "at least 
for now." 

Cooper also said that conversations around 

The college will be introducing a new com
puter system for students to report policy vio
lations and student concerns. 
The system, called Maxient, will allow 

students to submit reports to the Office of 
Residence Life and Housing. These can be 
reports of suspected policy violations or con
cerns about another student. • 

Students will be able to submit reports 
anonymously if they choose, according to 
Gretchen Perry, Dean of Campus Life. She 
noted that students cannot currently sub
mit reports without talking directly to a staff 
member or security, which students may not 
be comfortable with. 

Many residents of Robbins and Robbins 
Addition are currently in the process of pay
ing the fine imposed last semester - many of 
them through community service. 
The $250 fine was in response to an out

break of vandalism last semester. Students 
have a choice of how they pay their fine: pay
ing the full $250, paying $150 and fulfilling 
five hours of restitution, and paying $50 and 
fulfilling 10 hours of restitution. 

Students received an email from Gretchen 
Perry, Dean of Campus life, laying out the 
options for restitution. Among the options 
available to students are: cataloguing photo
graphs for TLS, remodeling the Root Cellar, 
fundraising for local volunteer fire compa
nies. and working on horticulture projects. 
According to junior Andres Medina. a Peer 

Please come to the next community din
ner in the faculty dining room March 22 at 
6:30pm to share your thoughts about how we 
can enhance the Bard oommunity. 

Please note that elections for Student Gov
ernment positions are coming up. Information 
sessions on each open position will be held In 
April. Stay tuned for mQre details! 

Mackie Siebens 
President of the Student Association Gov

ernment 

Our hope is that clubs will spend most if 
not all of their money this semester so that 
we can request an Increase In the Student 
Activities fee, which, compared to other simi
lar Institutions, is appallingly low. Keep your 
eyes open for a petition that we hope to start 
circulali'lg in the near future. 

KyeS,rlch 
Chair of Pfenning Committee 

by joey sims and kurt schmidlein 

an access system to the dorm are ongoing. 
He remains concerned about non-students 
entering the dorm without a reason for being 
there. 

Whether added security in Robbins is still 
needed is a question that will not be ad
dressed immediately. "That's a conversation 
that's going to be continual," said Cooper. 

But he feels recent community efforts in the 
dorm have had some success. 

"The shock of the fine and ... the understand
ing of responsibility - it seems to be working," 
he said. "Students are taking ownership of it." 
"The ship always rights itself." he added. 

Perry said the system would help the Of
fice of Residence Life and Housing in re
port tracking and record keeping. But she 
stressed the potential benefits to students as 
well. 

"[This system will) help get students who 
need help to the appropriate resources as 
soon as possible," she said. "It will have ad
ministrative benefits and student benefits." 
The system was purchased by the college 

in February and will go live at the beginning 
of next academic year. 

More details on this system will be included 
in a future issue of the Free Press. 

Counselor in Robbins, a fourth option is of
fered to Peer Counselors: paying the entire 
fine with 12 and a half hours of restitution. 

Medina has done five hours of community 
service so far; he has interviewed prospec
tive Peer Counselors for two hours and 
cleaned the Bard shuttle for three hours. "I 
should be able to finish the 12 hours by this 
Friday [the 16th]. I'll be working for student 
activities, [organizing and cleaning up] the 
craft night," said Medina. 
Those who are paying their fine in restitu

tion have to record and submit their hours to 
the Office of Residence Life and Housing by 
March 16. 
"The full fine will be placed on student ac

counts for those who have not submitted 
hours by the 16th." said Perry in the email. 



by hannah khaJifeh 

This past January, a group of twenty-two 
Bard students from the Trustee Leader 
Scholar Program's New Orleans Project set
tled into a small, Pepto-Bismol colored house 
in the business district of New Or1eans. Out 
of these twenty-two student$, fQur interned at 
the Bard Ear1y College to hefp develop the 
~lationship between Bard's New Orleans 
and Annandale campuses. 

Bard Early College in New Orleans has 
been operating since 2008. High school 
students enrolled in BEC take their momlng 
classes at New Orleans public high schools 
and come to BEC to take Bard classes in the 
afternoon. 

These Bard classes count for undergradu
ate credits, but unlike students at similar in
stitutions like the Bard Early Collfge in New 
Yori<, students here cannot earn an assoct
ate's degree. Despite the school's slightly 
different structure, BEC students still take 
courses modeled after Bard classes. 

Moira Donegan, who organized the New 
Orleans Project. said that one of the high• 
lights of working at BEC was soliciting, edit
ing, and organizing submissions for an an
thology of student writing. 

First, the four Bard volunteers went to 
BEC's two New Orleans campuses (one just 
outside the French quarter and another in 
the Treme) to encourage submissions from 
students. 

Then, when they had enough submis
sions--Way more than we had been expect
ing: Donegan said-the¥ arranged one-on
one meetings with students to help edit the 
pieces. Prior to the trip, the Bard students 
had received training in peer tytoring from 
Jane Smith, Assistant Director of Bard's 
Leam11'1g Commons. 

Katie Bondy, a senior involved in the New 
Orleans Project, said she loved the BEC 
students' enthusiasm. "A stand-out moment 
(for me] was when a particuJir1y passioi,ate 
group of student-poets we'd been ·working 
with held an impromptu reading in the hall
way," she recalled. 

The Bard intema' work didn't limit them to 
the BEC campuse$. They also got a chance 
to explore the city as they put together a list 
of summer jobs and intemsf'lip opportunities 

for BEC students. 
"One student told us he wanted to be a de

lective, • Donegan recalled. 'We found him 
an internship doing evidence collection for 
the New OrlefAnS Public Defenders office: 

Several stud6htS were Interested in fash
ion, and so the team of Interns found sum
mer positions at a line of boutiques in the city. 
Others students were able to secure intern
ships at the Audubon Park Zoo. 

The two-week trip ended with a fundraiser 
organized by the Bard Interns, which Do
negan described as an evening of music and 
oocktails at the "endlessly generous" New 
Orleans bar The Rusty Nail. The night gener
ated several hundred dollars, which will go 
directly to funding BEC's student-run civic 
engagement initiatives. 

Though the two-week stay may seem 
short, Bondy says that cotmecting with the 
students and getting familiar with the BEC 
environment wasn't hard. Whether they were 
talking to students about academics and col
lege applications or giving them pep talks on 
their love lives (as Donegan did) both Bondy 
and Donegan enjoyed the free time they 
had to get to know students. •My two-week 
long presence there felt very natural," Bondy 
said. 

Stephen Tremaine, a Bard graduate and 
Nola native who is now tl)e director of the 
BEC program in New Orleans, emphasized 
the importance of Bard's ambitious outreach 
program-whether the college is setting up 
schools In New Orleans or forging a rela
tionship with Al Quds University in Jerusa
lem. 

"We think it's a pretty powerful thing to 
create an intellectual community that spans 
across all of these people and all of these 
contexts," Tremaine said. This oppcrtunity 
to reach out to students across the globe is 
unique and valuable to ltle student experi
ence here in Annandale, he added. 

The other two groups In the New Orleans 
Project wor1<ed at a K-8 charter school in the 
Broadmoor neighborhood and volunteered 
at a post-Katrina development group. The 
Project is looking forward to welcoming new 
members for next year; its Wednesday night 
meetings are open to eveq,one. 
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FIRST-YEARS TO BERLIN • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
PLANS FOR NEW • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
SATELLITE TAKE • • • • • • • • • • •· • • • • 
SHAPE by zappa graham • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Bard College's plans for its newest satellite institution are beginning to 
take shape - and for twenty-five incoming first-years, they will mean a radi-
catty different start to their Bard life. 

The European College of Liberal Arts, located in East Ber1in, Gennany, 
was acquired by Bard in November 2011. ECLA will provide an educational 
alternative for students in Europe, where liberal arts colleges are scarce. 

For Bard students, study abroad options will be made available to juniors 
and, in a first for Bard, incoming first-years. Twenty-five members of the 
class of 2016 will have the choice of studying in Annandale-on-Hudson or 
Ber1in, for the fall or spring semester. Students can also study at ECLA for 
both semesters if they wish. 

"There is tremendous interest for this institution, for what this can be in 
Europe and what it can be for students in Annandale,· said Florian Becker, 
future Program Director for ECLA of Bard, and Assistant Professor of Ger-
man. 

The ECLA curriculum consists of an eight-credit course that is compa-
rable to, yet more rigorous than, First-Year Seminar. It also includes elec-
tives in the humanities. Classes are taught in English. 

Meanwhile, students will be interacting with their peers from around the 
world, including non-Bard students. "This is a genuinely international envi-
ronment in the middle of Ber1in,• Becker said. 

In future years, it is expected that all incoming first-years will have the op-
portunity to spend their first-years year abroad. The historical significance 
of ECLA's location may attract many; the five buildings that make up its 
campus fonner1y belonged to the embassies of such countries as Egypt, 
Cuba, and Nigeria. 

Study abroad in junior year will be limited to Gennan studies majors, 
at least initially. Once at ECLA, they will be able to choose from a broad 
selection of academic divisions. 

In the fall of 2011, ECLA received academic accreditation by the Ber-
lin Senate's Administration fot Education and Science. Subsequently, the 
Christian A. Johnson Endeavor Foundation transferred ownership of ECLA 
to Bard College. Other interested parties included Middlebury College, ac-
cording to Vice President for Special Global Initiatives Susan Gillespie. 

But President Leon Botstein has been involved with ECLA since its incep-
tion in 1999. He is currently part of its academic advisory board, alongside 
Gillepsie, Vice President and Dean of Graduate Studies Norton Batkin, 
Vice President and Dean for International Affairs and Civic Engagement 
Jonathan Becker, Vice President and Dean of the College Michele Domi-
ny, and President of the Endeavor Foundation Julie Kidd, among others. 

"My hope is that Bard students studying political theory and philosophy 
will be able to spend time at ECLA Bard learning both Gennan and the 
Gennan tradition of philosophy - from Kant and Hegel, to Nietzsche and 
Heidegger,• said Roger Berkowitz, Academic Director of the Hannah Ar-
endt Center for Politics and the Humanities. 

There is also a hope that the strong philosophy and humanities faculty at 
both Bard and ECLA will be able to offer courses at both schools, Berkow-
itz added. 

The educational styles of the two institutions suit each other well, ac-
cording to Garry Hagberg, James H. Ottaway Jr. Professor of Phil0$0PhY 
and Aesthetics. ECLA is a small college, with sixty students and less than 
twenty faculty members. The current curriculum is only concerned with the 
humanities, without classes in math or science. 

Under Bard, the college will grow to accommodate more students and 
include more academic divisions. "There is a pool of outstanding people in 
Ber1in and America who want to teach [at ECLA]," Becker said. "There is 
tremendous energy behind this.· 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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EARM JAKES RO ,: 
StUDENIS [OOK IO STARI EARM ON CAMeus 

There are 500 acres of Bard campus. 
That's 500 acres of trees, of fields, a few 
academic buildings, a few dormitories. 
There are the f10lds that stretch from the 
Levy Institute to the Hudson, fields that 
span from the Manor estate to an exten• 
sive treeline. Overgrown and untouched 
fields that hide behind the cut grass that 
Bard's soccer teams dutifully tear ap4rt. 

The 500 acres of potential was the first 
thing John-Paul Sliva noticed when he 
came to Bard in April 2011. As a local 
farmer and the organizer of the Red Hook 
Community Garden, Sliva came to ob
serve how college students interact with 
their own garden-and ended up with the 
title "Farm Coordinator." 

'When I came here, I fell in love with the 
space and saw the potential to see it be· 
come beautiful: Sliva said. •1 said I would 
commit for-the season.• 

Sliva was only intending to help TLS 
Director Paul Marienthal with the Bard 
Community Garden for the growing sea• 
son, which ended in October 2011. How
ever, he's found himself finishing a project 
in progress-the Bard Farm. 

At. the end of the season, Sliva says 
Marienthal was excited about the Bard 
Community Garden's appearance and 
feedback due to Sliva's hard work. When 
Sliva suggested expansion, Marienthal 
agreed. Sliya and volunteers created a 
petition which about 200 students signed 
in support of the Bard Farm and farm, 
food and sustainability-related classes. 

"I'm not just a farmer, I'm a food activ• 
ist. Someone that is interested In allow• 
Ing others to discover food that is not only 
healthy for the person, but for the planet,~ 
Sliva said. 

The Bard Community Garden is a small 
but functional garden that is surrounded 
by a field of about one acre-an acre that 
is now officially the Bard Farm plot. Half
plowed, the farm doesn't look like much 
yet. But Marienthal, Sliva and first-year 
Carter VanOerbilt have t,lans. 

The farm Is intended to be a model of 
the future of sustainable farming. It will 
be a no-till farming system that doesn't 
disturb the soil and lets the soil build its 
own ecosystem. According to Sliva, the 
soil will regenerate over and over again. 
The farm will also employ drip irrigation, 
a method of irrigation that allows water to 
slowly drip to the roots of plants, reduc
ing water usage by 70 percent. In addi
tion to the crops, the farm will also include 
chickens that will become a source of 
eggs for students. The model farm will 
be an expansion to the Bard Community 
Garden that shows students the systems 
and strategies that make up sustainable 
agriculture, Sliva says. 

"A farm is for production, which is differ
ent than the experience of growing that 
students get at a community garden," 
Marienthal said. ~ere Isn't anyone on 
campus who doesn't think the farm will be 
a good thing." 

Though Marienthal says no one is 
against the idea of a campus farm, there 
Is one reason that the plot is left half
plowed and not planted: money. Accord• 
ing to Marienthal, Bard has agreed to ac
count for two-thirds of the funding needed 
to start the farm if the students come up 
with their third in less than a month. The 
students' third will be $20,000-meaning 
that Bard will front $40,000 if students fol
low through. 

VanDerbilt, the Head of Bard College 
Farm, has spearheaded the student ac
tivism for the farm. Though support and 
volunteers are available in abundance, 
funding is not-something VanDerbilt is 
working to tum around. 

"It's about seizing enthusiasm and mak· 
ing it convenient enough for students to 
ask their parents to support them in this," 
VanDerbilt said. "My parents know that 
I'm excited so they are eager to help." 

VanDerbllt is organizing tables at Kline, 
the faculty dining room and the Cam
pus Center to Increase awareness. He 

also made a brochure to send that will 
include self-addressed envelopes for do· 
nations. The Bard Farm is also starting a 
Kickstarter ~ndraising page. Marienthal 
noted that if just the 200 students who 
signed the petition fundraised $100 each, 
the • students' contribution would be ac
counted for. 

'We have to pay the farmer. We ~veto 
buy materials to put up a deer fence, pay 
a plumber for the water main," Marienthal 
said. •extraordinarily generously, the ad• 
ministration wlll cover two thirds of this, 
and we're not an agriculture school. It's 
not like we can't live without this, as far as 
the college Is concerned." 

Though an original plan was to offer 
summer courses for full credit and donate 
the tuition to the farm, there is not yet a 
strong enough academic tie, according to 
Marienthal. In the future, he says, there 
will be a lot of academic ties. Though 
first-year and farm volunteer Levi Shaw
Faber says the farm could benefit the En· 
vironmental and Urban Studies program, 
no programs are prepared to take on the 
farm yet. 

Though a formal academic tie cannot be 
drawn yet, Sliva says the farm will have 
many other benefits to students. Chart
wells has donated $3,000 In exchange 
for food supply. Options like stocking the 
Green Onion and Kline Commons have 
been discussed. It is a chance to bring 
Bard students closer to their food In a 
school that Is surrounded by agricultural 
communities, Shaw-Faber says. 

•students are really disconnected with 
their food. They don't know where the 
plant or animal product came from or if 
It is one at all-they don't know how to 
identify the plants, they don't know about 
their food,• Shaw-Faber said. 

"There is no better way to identify, be 
connected and bring yourself closer to 
your food than having your food walk
ing distance from where you eat - grown 
whj:!re you eat• 
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THE TAMING OF TEWKS? 
by ben powas and free press staff 

Most members of the Bard community 
have heard legends about Tewksbury Hall. 
From the Beastie Boys' alleged collegiate 
antics, to students smoking opium on the 
roof and mixing jungle juice in the bathtubs 
- many tales are associated with the donn. 
This year, however, residents report that 

despite the routine weekend partying, their 
experiences do not match the debauched 
tales they've heard. 

"Compared to what I've heard about last 
year, it's definitely tamer, a said first-year Ian 
Thaure. •Last year they used to have wild, 

crazy orgies and a tattoo gun.• 
These traditions have not carried over. 
Eric Arroyo, a first-year, also said his ex

periences in Tewks don't match the stories 
he has heard. 
"I've heard everything from flaming 

couches being thrown from the third floor 
to rotting pig's heads being posted at the 
entrance-nothing like that ever happens," 
Arroyo said. 

First-year Jonian Ratti said the donn's 
reputation was acknowledged at the begin
ning of the academic year. 
"On the first day we had a bunch of meet

ings with the [peer counselors] and they 
brought up the fact that Tewks had that 
reputation, but we could make [Tewks] our 
own." Ratti said. "It definitely gets its repu
tation from people actually trying to live up 
to it every year-but we have made it our 

own.9 

Nevertheless, some of this year's activi
ties seem to bear a resemblance to those 
of last year. Thaure recounted stories of 
vomiting in the halls, students urinating on 
the floor and some vandalism. 

"Last semester we had someone who 
would take 'shrooms often and play bon
gos very loudly and badly,• Thaure said. 
"They're not there all the time, but occa
sionally.• 

South Campus Area Coordinator Ashley 
Boltrushek said that, so far, she's received 
fewer complaints about the environment in 
Tewksbury than she had at this time last 
year. She added that this was not because 
the Office of Residence Life had changed 
their placement criteria. 

"No changes have been made to our 
placement process for Incoming students,• 
Boltrushek said. "We try to match students 
with the environment they most prefer -
small community, large community - and 
with a roommate that matches most close
ly, based on the compatibility indicators 
they select." 

Boltrushek believes many of the changes 
in Tewksbury stem from discussions held 
in the past. Last year, a series of violations 
culminated in a meeting between residents 
and Boltrushek. Residents discussed a 
number of measures at this meeting, in
cluding a chore chart to improve donn 

UNDERDOG DEBATE 
TEAM DOMINATES byj.p.mwrence 

When the Bard Debate Union Team walks 
into a room, people notice. Every other de
bate team dresses in suits and dresses. 
Polo shirts and khakis, at least. But the 
Bard team's duds are jeans, ripped shirts 
and goofy hats. 
Anna Daniszewski is a Bard debater. 

She's pretty good, for a rookie. She and 
Max Taylor-Milner, her debate partner, fonn 
one of the top-20 novice policy debate 
teams in the entire country. 

Daniszewski, a first-year, recenUy won 
11th place at the Novice National Cham
pionships. Taylor-Milner, also a first-year, 
won 6th. They and the rest of Bard's De
bate Union team have won 14 total awards 
over the last semester, including multiple 
top-1 O speaker awards. 

They're not your average debate team. 
No. They are combat philosophers. Criti
cal warriors. Fast-talking, chain-smoking, 
Heidegger-reading hipsters. Over the last 
year, they've walked into rooms filled with 
future colonels, politicians and lawyers, and 
they've won. 

·we're probably the coolest kids at these 
tournaments,· says Mike Luxemburg, one 
of the team's coaches, "or at least, the least 
nerdy." 

Luxemburg is the team sensei. A junior 
at Bard, he was once a big-deal debater 
himself. He says Ruth Zisman, the new 
debate coach, asked him and junior Sam 
Jaffe-Goldstein to come out of retirement to 
coach. The job: teach these two novices. 
"We literally had no idea what we were 

going into,· Daniszewski says. They had 
joined the team on a whim. They showed 
up to their first tournament with no practice 
debates under their belt. They massacred 
the first team they met. 
They got better as the year progressed. 

With Zisman, Luxemburg and Jaffe-Gold
stein as their guides, Daniszewski and 
Taylor-Milner say they learned how to 
make complicated arguments and how to 
grind through all-day debates: five grueling 
rounds, one after another, like five final ex
ams in one day. 
They learned in time to talk like locomo

tives. Debaters read cards from bins filled 
with evidence and counter-evidence. The 
more cards read, the more evidence. 
"You want to talk as fast as you can, while 

still being understandable to listeners,• 
says Luxemburg. He says good debaters 
reach speeches of six words a second. 
The effect is staggering. When Danisze

wski stands and reads Foucault's first 
speech, her words whoosh. Big Latinized 
words, full of syllables and prefixes, rush 
from her lungs like water from a fire hose. 
Bio-politics, capitalism, hegemony, norma
tive, discourse. Her arms flap in circles, 
and she rocks back and forth. She gulps 
to breathe every 30 words. She reads the 
speech through in 43 seconds. 
When Taylor-Milner transforms into 

speech mode, on the other hand, he stands 
ramrod straight. His quick-fire babbling is 
soft, composed, authoritative. Unlike Dan
iszewski, who nonnally speaks in mea-

cleanliness and a monthly Tewksbury Fo
rum to discuss donn life. 
"The ideas that were implemented last 

year have been carried out in a less for
mal way," Boltrushek said. "[Students have] 
spoken with [peer counselors] relatively 
closely about issues they observe and, as 
a result, follow-up happens more quickly 
and effectively.• 

However, former Tewks resident and 
sophomore Evan Dunn recalls that par
ticipation in the chore chart and the Tewks 
Forum were low. 
"I think, last year, what happened was 

that we all got fined and everyone bitched 
about it for a while, but then calmed down," 
he said, referring to a door-propping fine 
levied against the donn. •1 don't think it had 
much to do with the chore chart.• 
About this year's crop of Tewks residents, 

Dunn said, "Jody [the donns' hoU$8keeper] 
has complained about It. She thinks they're 
boring." 
Current residents have also attributed this 

year's relative calmness to a periodic se
curity presence in the donn and increased 
strictness on part of the donn's PCs. 
"They have been more strict about ev

erything," Ratti said. "Before Robbins got 
one of their guards, we had a security 
guard for one or two weekends here.• Ratti 
added that the security guard was placed 
at Tewks after its kitchen was "decorated 

sured, rolling phrases, Taylor-Milner can be 
brash, even appear cocky. 

Debate, after all, is a perfonnance. A judge 
looks for confidence, assertiveness and 
acting like you know what you're talking 
about. In policy debate, students research 
and debate one resolution the entire year. 
Students prepare several cases: one de
fense of a specific aspect of the resolution, 
and multiple attacks on possible opponent 
defenses. It's like chess, Luxemburg says, 
knowing how to attack and then defend 
against counter-attacks. 
As a critical team, Daniszewski and Tay

lor-Milner win through rhetorical jujitsu. In
stead of arguing whether the United States 
should or shouldn't give more aid to Yemen, 
for example, they'll cite Foucault and Hei
degger and argue that geopolitics as a con
cept is a dead end. It's not their opponent's 
response to the question that's wrong, they 
say, but the question itself. 
"Teams are usually just like what? You just 

questioned everything that makes up the 
material,• Taylor-Milner says. "What the hell 
man?" 
The point is to take debate from an intel

lectual, cold experience and turn it in some
thing lively and relevant, says John Jaw
orski, a first-year on Bard's varsity debate 
team. Jaworski says he has danced and 
taken off his shirt in debates. 

"We're known this sort of radical ap
proach," says Jaworski. "A lot of teams 
take similar roots, but Bard is renowned for 
pushing the envelope." 

with eggs.• Thaure also said that, at times, 
he will return to the donn at night to find 
security patrolling the hallways. 
"[The peer cou11Selors] used to be very 

strict about everything, especially at the 
beginning of the year," Thaure said. "They 
used to have a policy that whenever they 
smelled weed they'd knock on everyone's 
door. They used to crack down on alcohol 
at parties. 
-rhey've either stopped doing that as 

much or the parties have moved else
where,• he added. 

Tewks remains a popular party destina
tion for students campus-wide, Arroyo said. 
"I think the issue with maintaining a set of 
rules in Tewks is the number of people 
constant1y present who don't actually live 
there,• he said. "From about late Wednes
day every week [on], Tewks becomes more 
of a campus-wide debauchery forum than it 
is a donn. In my opinion, we need to more 
closely monitor the people coming in and 
out of the donn." 
As far as many of the residents are con

cerned, the famed Tewsbury is now just 
another donn. 

• Aside from inebriated maniacs running 
around screaming and some minor vandal
ism," Arroyo said, "Tewks is a pretty typical 
college donn." 

Other teams are less enthused about this 
strategy. Most opponents have positive 
views of the team, but others are wary. The 
whispers, Daniszewski and Taylor-Milner 
say, cling to old stereotypes: "Crazy bard 
kids ... They're just like those fucking hippie 
stoner whatevers - we'll get them ... Those 
Bard kids, they're going to pull some fuck
ing shit." 
"Some teams get mad," Luxemburg says. 

•A lot of schools.think it's cheating, or that 
it's not what debate is. The way I think 
about It, anything's okay in debate, as long 
as you can justify it." 
The team will have one more tournament 

this year. The whole team flies to Oklahoma 
March 22 to compete in the 2012 Cross Ex
amination Debate Association National De
bate Tournament. 

Next year, however, the two will make a 
long-overdue move up to varsity. There, 
they'll join Jaworski, who got them into de
bate in the first place. 

Because of him and their coaches, Dan
iszewski and Taylor-Milner are the debaters 
they are today, the two say. The team this 
year spent long hours together, especially 
on the van rides home from tournaments. 
There they talk about, in order: their last 
rounds, the debate in general, future de
bates, classes, everyone's personal lives, 
and cigarettes. They don't talk as fast as 
they do in debates, but their minds still 
race. "We're a motley crew of hipsters,· 
Daniszewski says. 

It's a leS$0n their opponents learn fast. 



M;AX BLUMENTHAL: 
Max Blumenthal writes for the Daily Beast and is the author of the New York Times 

bestselling book "Republican Gomorrah: Inside the Movement that Shattered the 
Party." But Blumenthal is better known for his video-journalism work in Israel and 
Palestine. much of which has stirred controversy. Blumenthal visited Bard on Febru
ary 29th to give a talk during Bard's Israel-Apartheid Week. 

At the beginning of his lecture Blumenthal commented that Bard was "dramatically 
different" from other schools he's visited, noting that there was no Zionist-organized 
group here protesting his presence. 

Blumenthal talked at length about his work in Israel-Palestine, and the role that the 
pro-Israel lobby plays in American politics. He also spoke about the BDS (Boycott, 
Divestment, and Sanctions) movement against Israel, as well as sanctions currently 
imposed upon Iran, which he called "instruments of economic terror." 

Blumenthal's appearance at Bard comes at a pivotal time for the affairs he covers. 
Tensions between Israel and Iran are mounting, and many within the U.S. are calling 
for the Obama administration to take military action against Iran's nuclear program. 

Blumenthal said that the timing of the GOP primary has significant implications; Is
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has made his preference for a Republican 
president clear. Blumenthal also contended that Republicans stand to gain from an 
attack on Iran: military strikes would drive up gas prices. which would not bode well 
for President Obama. 

Alter concluding his lecture, Blumenthal opened the floor for a O&A session. 
Blumenthal agreed to a short interview with the Free Press. 

FP: How did you get from studying history 
in college to the work you're doing now? 

MB: I wouldn't draw a direct link between 
what I studied in college and what I'm 
doing now. I would say that anyone who 
wants to be a journalist doesn't have to 
study journalism or necessarily prepare 
for it except for reading a lot and writing 
a lot. 

I was raised in a very political family - my 
parents were active liberals, active in the 
democratic party - and we would always 
discuss politics at the dinner table, but 
Israel and Palestine was something we 
never really discussed. 
So I started doing journalism around 

2002, however old I was then. I mostly 
stayed away from Israel-Palestine and fo
cused on U.S. politics. I covered the con
servative movement, the religious right, 
who I considered the power behind the 
throne in the Bush Administration and the 
Bush era, and I thought the mainstream 
media was derelict on this. But even then 
I couldn't ignore the Israel-Palestine is
sue, because of this incipient influence of 
Christian Zionism in the religious right. 

Israel's second invasion of Lebanon was 
extremely upsetting to me, but it really 
took Operation Cast Lead Psrael's 2008 
military offensive against Gaza] for some
thing inside of me to just break and say •1 
am going to take everything I've learned 
about this and all the skills and talents I 
have and expose what Israel's doing to 
the Palestinians, [and] what the Israel lob
by is doing to American politics, without 
any apology, completely unvarnished." 

My philosophy is just see what happens, 
I just throw myself into a situation.... so 
long as I'm confident that what I'm doing 
is ethical and I think I'm right and I have 
the facts. That's what I did with a video 

I did of pro-Israel groups and activists 
celebrating this attack on Gaza in Times 
Square with the Governor of New York 
and Senator Chuck Schumer, the liberal 
Democrat, lauding them and celebrating 
with them. And it really was a celebra
tion, there was dancing, it was so taste
less. They were using genocidal rhetoric 
about eradicating cancer in Gaza, things 
that had been said about Jews through
out history. 

I put the video out and it generated a 
massive response. 
Activists from Israel and Palestine, jour

nalists starting reaching out to me, from 
Tel Aviv to Ramallah, from Lebanon, Gaza, 
saying 'come out here and we'll host you 
and show you around.' So I booked a tick
et the next day. 

FP: But you also got a significant nega
tive response to your videos, correct? Is it 
true that some of the work you have done 
on Israel-Palestine has been taken down 
from some sites, such as YouTube? 

MB: Yeah. The Zionist, pro-Israel commu
nity in the U.S. isn't really able to debate 
the facts, [so] they're very disturbed when 
their behavior, their violence and extreme 
rhetoric is exposed, especially the way I 
do it. They've been able to manage the 
mainstream press for a long time, but 
when some wild man like me comes out 
of the wilderness and starts doing these 
videos it's deeply threatening. 
The first thing I did that really shocked 

them was with Joseph Dana, who's an 
Israeli-American journalist I met in Jeru
salem. It was the night before Obama's 
speech in Cairo, and Obama was already 
the target of lslamaphobic attacks. Jo
seph was living in central Jerusalem, 
which is an area where a lot of American 

DIVISIVE JOURNALIST 
TALKS 'ISRAEL-PALESTINE 

by kurt schmidlein 

pholD ~ d rrwk prmoff 

Jews ... go out and get drunk and they're FP: In your book you wrote about how 
all hyped up on their Ziocane, as i call it - • it's easier for fringe GOP groups to throw 
ultra-nationalism is a very powerful drug. rocks when the GOP isn't in power. How 
So we just walked down an alley and is the fact that the GOP won control of the 

askedpeoplewhattheythoughtofObama House of Representatives in 2010 shap
lmmediately, it was young guys lining up ing the primary race now? 
In a competition to see who could say the 
most racist thing about Obama, with no 
shame about calling for his assassination, 
calling him a 'nigger,' that kind of stuff. 
And I released it, and it upset so many 
people across the spectrum even though 
I touched on something so real. This is the 
first time that Americans, especially in the 
Jewish wor1d, have been confronted with 
the deep, latent racism that was starting 
to bubble up and explode about having a 
president whose middle name was Hus
sein, who had some Muslim heritage, who 
was African-American. 
One of the mothers of the kids in the 

video was behind the campaign to take it 
off YouTube. She was relentless, and she 
sent a note to me. She said "Because of 
you, my son has been forced to go into 
rehab to seek therapy and quit drinking." 
And I'm like "And I did bad thing? You 
raised this kid to act like that and you're 
condemning me?• 

But YouTube took it down. The Hufl
ington Post took it down too, they said it 
wasn't 'news.' But the same day they had 
a piece about Denise Richard's boobs, I 
remember that distinctly. I could go on 
and on about attempts to censor my 
work, about attempts to discredit me, to 
somehow portray me as a fabricator. It's 
not that they don't believe that what I'm 
doing is factual, it's that they don't want it 
out there. It damages something they be
lieve in very deeply and is linked to their 
identity, and they see it as a personal at
tack. 

MB: My book was called 'Republican Go
morrah' but the subtitle was 'Inside the 
movement that shattered the party.' A 
lot of right wingers would say., 'The party 
isn't shattered, we won the midterms.' Of 
course that can happen, there's a Demo
cratic president .... you have all these ger
rymand8f8d districts, [Republicans] are 
going to win congressional seats. 
But my point is that on a national level 

the party has completely been shattered 
by this radical-right element which has 
consumed the Republican base and driv
en out all moderate elements. We see that 
playing out [now] In the battle between 
Romney and Santorum. In my book, I 
wrote about how McCain was forced to 
pick Sarah Palin because she was the 
choice of the radical right, because she 
excited them. 
This is such a long primary process .... 

because .... [voters] identify with Santorum 
on a visceral, emotional level, on a psy
chological level, and they think Romney is 
an infiltrator. 

But they might not actually even want 
to win the White House, because hav
ing Obama in there, even more than with 
Clinton in there, has been a boon to the 
right wing, to their groups, to their fund
raising, to their movement-building. This 
is why they often prefer to have Congress 
and not have the White House. I think that 
will be the dominant trend going forward 
with the Republican party, and Democrats 
I don't think have adequately prepared for 
that. 
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NADIA IDLE: THE ANTl-"TWITTER REVOLUTION"ARY 

by iliana hagenah 
A group of Bard students sat in 

a crowded room, anticipating a 
lecture praising Twitter's role in 
the Egyptian ~evolution Feb. 21. 
However, their assumption was 
soon corrected when author Na
dia Idle began her lecture. 

Tweets she'd seen, she traveled 
to Egypt. 

emotional disillusionment. 
Some tweets all centered 

around a single event, giving the 
narrative cohesion and connect
ing individual experiences. 

Idle had left Egypt 10 years be
fore moving to London and re
membered her country as a socl· 
ety stripped of its soul. 

"This is not a twitter revolution," 
said Idle, co-author with Alex 
Nuns of the book Tweets from 
Tahrir. "People assume because 
we used tweets to tell a story we 
are celebrators of Twitter.• 

"Women were sexually ha
rassed on the streets and there 
were many other public displays 
of violence. The people were like 
zombies,• Idle said. 

Soon after arriving in Egypt, Idle 
spent three weeks putting togeth
er a narrative about the revolution 
using just the tweets she came 
across. 

"Biogs allow people to iden
tify themselves, whether they are 
written by a gay man or a woman. 
I think Twitter does the opposite. 
It removes the identity preamble 
a lot of us have when we write,• 
Idle said. 
Some students attending the 

event agreed with ldle's disap
proval of the term "Twitter revolu
tion: 

Idle said she considered the 
•quick and snappy" medium 
through a creative lens, using the 
tweets she came across to con
struct a narrative. 
"This book uses Twitter as a lens 

to understand the Egyptian Revo
lution. I wanted to tell the story of 
what got me off of my chair to a 
plane to Egypt,9 Idle said. 

Idle said, however, that she be
lieves there Is an •arrogance dis
played In the 'Twitter revolution' 
argument; it dismisses how revo
lutions begin in the first place: 

Hannah Khalifeh, a sophomore 
from Syria, was involved in Syrian 
protests over this past summer, in 
which Twitter also played a major 
role. 

Egyptian-born Idle was sitting in 
her London apartment browsing 
the Internet for news of the Egyp
tian uprising when she stumbled 
upon an unlikely source of report
age- Twitter. 

On the contrary, Idle said, revo
lutions begin as a growing reac
tion from people who have expe
rience a lack of opportunities and 
brutality from their government. 
WhUe Idle dismisses Twitter as 

a cause of the revolution, she 
recognizes it as a form of •citizen 
joumalism.• 

While Khalifah commented that 
Twitter helped protesters mobilize 
and organize, she said that 'fThe 
term "Twitter revolution" and oth
ers like it] oversimplify the situa
tion so that It becomes easy to 
credit social networks with creat
ing the revolutions, when in reality 
these communication technolo
gies were simply tools that as
sisted the process: 

"We get little information [of the 
revolution], expect through Al 
Jazeera and [Twitter] hashtags," 
said Idle. Overcome by the 

While some tweets were stoic 
and informational, others hinted 
at an emergent solidarity and 

'Persons and Things.' 'Eukaryotic 
Genetics.' 'Religion and the Secular 
in American and British Modernism.' 
'Reading Baseball as Metaphor.' 
These are just a few of the course 

titles you will come across glancing 
through Bard's catalog. Though Bard 
also offers most of the standards -
English 101, Biology 202 and the like 
- many of the classes offered here 
are atypical and, in some cases, spe
cialized. 
That is because Bard allows its 

faculty to play a major role in the 
creation of new courses. Unlike at 
many other colleges and universities 
where the curriculum is administra
tively driven, course creation here is 
primarily in the hands of the faculty. 

Registrar Peter Gadsby said that 
course creation at Bard involves con
versation among faculty members 
both in casual settings and official di
vision meetings. Faculty in each divi
sion meet to discuss what they would 
each like to teach and what needs to 
be taught. Rejection of a course is 
rare; most are approved. 

•1 can't remember an instance of 
something not being approved [un
less] there was a general feeling 
of 'This is really, really weird,"' said 
Gadsby. •1 hate to put it that way," he 
added with a laugh. 
•tt a course comes to the point of 

coming to the whole division, it's 
very, very rare for something not to 
be approved,• he went on. •tt•s like 
moderation." 

Bard wants to allow professors to 
have a strong voice in course ere-

ation. ·everyone has things they are 
particularly passionate about,• Gads
by noted. 
Assistant Professor of Humani

ties and Director of the Language 
and Thinking Thomas Bartscherer 
teaches a class about the relation
ship between poetry and philosophy 
called 'Ancient Quarrels.' "The cen
tral question [of the class] is one I am 
very interested in,• he explained. 

Not all universities celebrate profes
sors' individual interests. •1 taught at 
a major university-I won't say which 
one-before I came here and ... you 
were told exactly what slot you were 
hired to fill,• said Nancy Leonard, 
Professor of English. 
The situation Leonard describes is 

not uncommon. •rve taught at the 
University of Chicago and had a syl
labus given to me,• Bartscherer said. 
Bard only gives professors a sylla
bus for First-Year Seminar, and even 
in that course, faculty members have 
some limited freedom. 
Students, too, can influence course 

creation. If they persuade a professor 
to offer a tutorial on a topic of interest 
to them, it may result in the creation 
of a new course on that topic later on 
- as was the case with a tutorial on 
Emily Dickinson led by Leonard. 
"A lot of new faculty are attracted to 

Bard because of their ability to create 
new courses," Leonard said. 
The relatively open curriculum 

works especially well for visiting pro
fessors like Professor of Literature 
Maria Cecire. •rve loved having so 
much freedom in designing my lltera-

ture courses,• Cecire said. •As long 
as you can pitch what you want to do 
and the educational benefits, there 
tends to be a lot of freedom in what 
you teach." 

Cecire has taken advantage of 
this freedom, such as with a class 
she taught last fall, 'Early English 
Literature Reanimated: The Further 
Adventures of the Body and Soul.' 
(The class was taught in partnership 
with Assistant Professor of English 
Lianne Habinek.) 
•1 taught at Oxford, which is ex

tremely different because it's a Mo
rial based system,• Cecire went on. 
"You're kind of told what to teach, al
though you have leeway within each 
given topic: 

Even in the seemingly more rigid 
Science, Mathematics and Comput
ing Division, there is room for faculty 
to incorporate their individual inter
ests. 
"Most of the programs in the divi

sion have moved away from [requir
ing] 'x-one' and 'x-two,"' Associate 
Professor of Computer Science Re
becca Thomas said. Instead, faculty 
members teach introductory courses 
but are also allowed to focus on ar
eas in which they are particularly in
terested. 
The study of science is always 

changing, and new developments in 
the field often lead to the creation of 
a new course. •1 think the students 
benefit because we can react to the 
growing importance of certain top
ics," Thomas said. "You're free to de
sign a new course at any time.• 





20 Bard has been taking part in the 
Campus Conservation Nationals 
for several years. The competi
tion is essentially a tournament in 
which six hundred colleges and uni
versities in the United States and 
Canada participate. The schools all 
initiate recycling initiatives during 
the eight weeks of Recyclemania, 
tracking and recording their levels 
of recycling as well as their garbage 
production-measured in pounds
and reporting this information to the 
tournament organizers. 

Each week the leading schools 
are posted on the Recyclema
nia national website. After eight 
weeks, the scores are tallied and 

the schools with the best and worst 
recycling and wa~e records are re
ported and posted online. This will 
be the competition's eleventh con
secutive year. 

Bard's Eco-Reps hope that 
Bard will be among the top schools 
in the competition this year. In 
2011 Bard ranked 219th out of 630 
schools. In 2010 Bard ranked 165th 
out of 607. Students can help out 
by putting as many of their used 
resources as possible into the vari
ous recycling and reuse bins on 
campus. The Office of Sustainabil
ity also urges students to use the 
UNO machine in Down The Road's 
dining area. It accepts hundreds of 

brands and types of bottles, and 
students can win prizes for using it. 

Recyclemania is currently holding 
a composting competition similar 
to the one organized last spring, 
which will culminate on May 16 in 
Down The Road. Baked goods will 
be handed out as prizes, and stu
dents will have the opportunity to 
decorate their dorms' composting 
bins. 
The winners of the Campus Con

servation Nationals will be an
nounced at the last Recyclemania 
event of the year, which will take 
place on March 24 in the MPR and 
feature bands, raffles, prizes, and 
games. 





22 CONTEMPORANEOUS 
ENTERS THIR'D SEASON 
RELEASING DEBUT 
ALBUM IN APRIL 
by madeline scholl 

LANDING ON 
DIARRHEA 
PLAN ET interview by josh kopin 

Diarrhea Planet is a six-piece rock and roll band 
from Nashville, Tennessee. Thjjir sound has 
often been described as The Ramones holding 
Van Halen hostage with an arsf:¥)al of fireworks 
and explosives. The Free Press caught up with 
frontman Jordan Smith before a ~ow at the Root 
Celldr c.m March 2 .. 
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FP: rbN did Diarrhea Ranet come togethel? 

JS: It originally started with me and this other guy 
named Evan Donahue in Nashville, Tennessee. It 
was like a noise band that we just decided to make 
invoMng a lot of people. 
I came from a hardcore punk background, and Evan 
is just the best songwriter I've ever met, and we were 
just sort of like "Hey, let's make a band that's really 
ridiculous and over the top.· 

FP: What oo you ttn< Diemea Pmet SOU'ds li<a? 

JS: To be honest, at the center of everything we've 
always done have been pop hooks. (Our music is) 
loud and fast, but with a lot of pop hooks, and it really 
depends on the era that you're looking at. There was 

S one point where we were really sloppy and crazy and J there was one point where we were really just like a 

i 
nonnal four-piece, and then we were the way we are 
now where we shred a lot, and we can be noisy at 
times, and pretty crazy at other times, and we prac! tice a lot. I dunno. I just say that we're catchy. 

FP: Yoo ~ are alxlut to g:, on to..r with Titus .A.aai
Cl.1'3. rbN dd you ~ hook 1.-P with them? 

JS: We started talking to them two years ago, they 
found our first EP on a blog or something, and they 
reached out to us through our blog, and we just kept 
in contact with them for a while. In two weeks we ac
tually have a split seven-inch coming out with them. 
FP: What's that called? 

JS: I dunno if it has a title other than the songs ... ours 
is called "Enter the Great/Babyhead" and I can't re
member what the name of their song is, because I've 
only heard it twice. That's coming out. They started 
a label, and they were like, "We want to do you guys 
for the first seven-inch on it," and we were like, "OK, 
cool.· They tried to get us on a tour a while ago, and 
some stuff fell through with their booking agent be
cause of our name, which is a nonnal thing we've 
had to deal with before. It's a long process, but it 1 

happened. 

FP: Other than that SEN81)-nch, you~ !J)t cl'l)'IITg else 
COITi1;}o.K? 

JS: Not officially, in stone, but we're planning on do
Ing another EP and than an LP this year. Be looking 
for those: the EP will probably be three B-sides and 
a single, from the new full length, and then the LP will 
be somewhere between 12 and 20 songs. 

FP: Am there en; other eds you'd ike to tru with? 

JS: Yeah, definitely: I love touring with our friends Jeff 
the Brotherhood, we're friends and labelmates with 
them. As far as really big bands though ... we played 
a while ago with Fucked Up, and that was really fun, 
they'd be fun to tour with. Santigold would be super 
badass to tour with, or like, the Beastie Boys would 
be super fun to tour with. I dunno, Slayer? I wish I 
could do stuff with Dinosaur Jr. and Sonic Youth and 
Pavement, bands like that. Most of them are done, 
or they just kind of stopped making relevant music. 
Fucked Up would probably be our first choice. 



///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// TALKING WITH 
BARDANIM:E 

by a/exa frank 

ESCAPE 
Bard's anime club, Bard Anime Escape, started three years ago and is get embarrassed to be associated with it and ... hide It. I used to not 

now run by sophomores Sam Goldie and Katie Rielly. tell people I liked anime because I would get weird looks. Some of my 
"Originally, it was either two or three people for a good period of time. friends would laugh at me. But I don't hide it anymore. I don't care what 

For a while, it wasn't even a full-fledged club,· Goldie said. The club has other people think: Bader said. 
since gained a small but loyal following. Bard Anime Escape is one of the Reilly felt similarty. Finding an anime fan population was important to 
many clubs on campus that, like the Surrealist Training Circus or the Poi her when she was searching for colleges. 
Spinning Club, serve a' particular and perhaps unique niche. "My closest friend liked anime and I kind of missed that we weren't go-
The niche in question is anime, or Japanese animation. Pokemon, ing to be together. I wanted to make friends at college who I could share 

Dragonball Z and Sailor Moon are nostalgic favorites, but Bard Anime my interest with. At the club fair on Accepted Students' Day, I saw the 
Escape showcases series of wildly different styles and genres. Goldie anime club table. I wasn't sure if I was going to join the club. But just 
and Reilly want to represent how varied a medium anime is, and screen knowing that it was there and that there was some sort of population it 
series that appeals to different tastes. was serving was a comfort to me,• Reilly said. 
"Pre-planning is fairty extensive. We pick the episodes but it can be The club has faced some challenges. Some do not take the club seri-

difficult. There's always a sickening feeling when someone walks out ously, which can affect its funding at Budget Forum. 
and you feel like you could've picked something that could've held their "There used to be some issues getting money for our club because 
attention more. You can think about it forever," Goldie said. our club wasn't taken very seriously. We were told to, basically, illegal-
The club heads admit that anime "stereotypes itself," but they believe ly download everything," Reilly said. Considering Bard's piracy policy, 

that the medium's appeal is vast and underestimated. Kristy Maier, a Goldie said that this was an awkward moment. 
first-year, joined the club last semester, and finds both anime's art and Though they understand that anime does not always attract the most 
storytelling technique appealing. social people, Goldie and Reilly want to make the club more fun and in-
"Anime is able to show emotion in an abstract way. Eastern storytell- elusive for new members. They have talked about including more discus

ing tends to be about the journey. There's a lot more still moments and sion and Japanese culture-centric activities. The club is also organizing 
pauses for reflection that I find appealing,• Maier said, adding that she a trip to see the new Studio Ghibli movie, The Secret World of Anietty. 
was also drawn to anime's story arcs and character development. Goldie In addition to meeting on Thursdays from 7-9 PM in Olin, the club also 
said that the "attitude" that generates anime's action and drama is in- hosts series marathons every other Sunday at Weis Cinema at 8 PM. 
triguing and exotic. Their most recent screening was of the series FLCL, or Footy Cooty, a 
The community element of anime fandom is another important aspect show often played on the Cartoon Network's Adult Swim block. 

of its appeal. Junior Haley Bader found out about the club from Reilly, "The more you watch [FLCL], the more sense it makes and the more 
and thought it would be a good way to meet people. After returning from apparent Its nuances are. I feel like it's a very Bard show, even though 
a semester abroad, she has found the club's presence comforting. it may not be very digestible. It's very experimental-the themes can 
"What I like about anime, weirdly, is that it's kindof cultish. Some people speak to a lot of different people," Maier said. 

:""!l"!:-r----

FP: Tel me a itt1e ocoot ~-

MB: I live in New York City. I was born in Israel and I grew up in the 
States. I'm half-Israeli and half-Armenian. I did my undergrad at Vas
sar college, down the street from here - I majored in drama and English 
there. And then afterwards I went to the Julliard school in the directing 
program, which is where I met JoAnne Akalaitis, who was the co-chair 
of the department. 
After L graduated, my very first directing job was directing a play here 

[at Bard.] JoAnne had just become the chair- this was in 2000 - and she 
hired me to come up here and direct a student-written play. A beautiful 
play called 'The Why' by Victor Kaufold. It was my first directing job, and 
the idea that I was getting money to direct a play felt shocking to me. 
Shocking and thrilling. And then I assisted and freelanced and worked 
for Wendy Wasserstein in my twenties. 
And I'm in my mid-thirties now and I direct plays ... that's what I do. 

FP: So ~·re here ctectng 'Stage Blood' because cJ .ksre? 

Mll: Yeah. Joanne asked me to come here and do this, but this is a play ... 
'Stage Blood' by Charles Ludlam is a play that I love, and I have a very 
long history with it. When I was a freshman at Vassar, I was the assis
tant stage manager on a production of this play. Then in the fall, I had 
a fellowship to be at UC Davis and I taught a class to the MFA students 
there. And I taught this play ... (along with] Hamlet and Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstem. 
Because of course, 'Stage Blood' is about a company of actors putting 
on Hamlet. I had no idea that I would be coming here to direct it. So this 
play was very fresh in my mind when I got the call asking me to do it. 
They said, "Do you need to read itr I said, "I don't need to read it, I just 
taught itl' 

FP: So hoN has tt-e ~ ct ctecti1g tt-e ftuN beer,? 

Barakiva: It has been wonderful. We've got a great ensemble of actors 
whose natural comedic instincts and eccentricities sync up beautifully 
with the material. The play was written by Charles Ludlam, who founded 
the Ridiculous Theatrical Company. He died of AIDS in the late 80s. 
He wrote and produced I think around 30 plays in his company's fifteen 
year life. Which is an extraordinary amount. He was incredibly prolific. 
And he was a cult figure. He had this amazing company and people 
would come downtown to see his plays, which were a combination of 
spectacle and camp. It's a real pleasure to be working on such idiosyn
cratic material. 

FP: Tel me rro-e ocoot tt-e pay. 

•= A company of actors are trying to put on a production of Hamlet, 
and everything that can go wrong, does go wrong. The real journey is 
that... the events of Hamlet, mirror into the company. So, the protagonist 
[is] Carl Jr. (and] his father Carl Sr. founded the company, but now he's 
too old to play Hamlet, so (Carl Jr.] has to take over, and he is deeply 
ambivalent about whether or not he wants to be an actor. 
The play is a love letter to the theatre. It's about falling in love with the 

theatre. And it mirrors Hamlet in really beautiful ways, and it makes you 
realize that even though Hamlet is a tragedy it's also a very funny play. 
There are a lot of very funny things that happen in Hamlet. 
We're also doing something really fun. Ludlam's company often per

formed in drag. This play, the way it was written, It does not have any 
drag. But I've cast women in two of the male roles - but they're playing 
It as men, sort of as 'britches'. A 'britches' role -which is a 19th century 
convention where a woman plays a man. 'Peter Pan' is a great example 
of that. And that is bringing a wonderful, very sexy and very fun element 
to the production. 
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THE WILDLIFE OF 
BENJAMIN HALE 

Benjamin Hale's debut novel is about a speaking chim
panzee that falls in love with a human woman. "I just ended 
up writing an autobiography," said Hale, Writer in Resi
dence at Bard and winner of the 2012 Bard Fiction Prize. 

Hale said he started writing "The Evolution of Bruno Lit
tlernore• as a joke. The book was was originally intended 
as a continuation and re-imagining of Franz Kafka's short 
story "Letter to the Academy." 

by david d6'wey 

rations. 
His study of ancient Greek also aided 

his writing, Hale said, in that it forced him 
to view language in a more fundamental 
light. "There's something about translating 
from a dead language that... makes you 
feel like a surgeon," he said, adding that 
he advises all aspiring writers to give them
selves entirely to reading and writing all the 
diverse kinds of literature. 

Hale said he found, however, how fascinating it was to to 
try to understand what it is like for an animal to move "from 
one kind of consciousness ... to a consciousness that has 
language." 

Hale said he was influenced by both stories and studies 
on feral children and by Temple Grandin, an author and 
activist whose empathy for animals informed her career. In 
all, the book took three and a haH years to write. 

The Bard Fiction Prize is awarded once a year to an au
thor below the age of 39. The Fiction Prize is constructed 
to allow for ample time spent on writing and reading, and 
requires only that its recipient host informal meetings with 
students. Past recipients include Writer in Residence Edie 
Meidav, Visiting Assistant Professor of Writing Paul La
Farge and author Karen Russell. 

7:00 p.m. The group picks its books democratically. Stu
dents can read almost anything as long as they have not 
read it before. Their current pick is Tove Jansson's "The 
True Deceiver.· 

The book is the result of an eclectic life. Born and raised 
in Boulder, Colorado, Hale received his B.A. from Sarah 
Lawrence and his M.F.A. from Iowa University. He left 
graduate school with a substantial amount of completed 
material and went on to work a series of random jobs, in
cluding night shift baker and painter of trompe l'oeil deco-

Recipients are given a $30,000 cash prize and a house 
on Faculty Circle in the middle of campus to live in for one 
month. Hale said his home for the semester is •a ginger
bread house [with a) raging fire." 
He holds a book club in this house every other Thursday, 

"He's a really cool guy - really laid-back," said Megan 
Towey, a first-year and a member of Hale's book group. 
"We eat pizza and have a casual discussion." 

Perhaps one day, Hale's book club at Bard will be just 
another odd job in his autobiography. For now however, 
students can delve Into the life of "The Evolution of Bruno 
Littlernore, • published in 2011 by Twelve Books. 

URMETDELI 
st Market Street 

ee, tea, or bottled water 
lunch or dinner order 

THE RED HOOK EMPORIUM 
7392 South Broadway 

(across from Bard Exhibition Center) 
(845) 758-0202 

100.4 off items with star tag 

TERRY'S COUNTRY BAKE SHOP 
46 West Market Street 

youtube.comAerrysbakeshop 
500/o off any baked item 

$5 or less 

NTIQUES CENTER 
Market Street 

off any item 
$15 or more 

f 

ATTIC MEMORIES 
16 East Market Street 

(845) 758-9283 
100.4 off entire purchase 

THE BOULEVARD 
18 East Market Street 

(845) 758-0TT6 
20% off items 
$20 or more 

-.... ·-•----------------------------------4••---------------------------------r-----------------------------~ I I I 
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: CREATIVE HAIR ! GIGI MARKET 
: 9 West Market Street : 22.7 Pitcher Lane 
l (845) 758-822.8 : Upper Red Hook 
: $3 off haircuts : 100.4 off entire purchase 
: $10 off perm or color : 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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GRIFFSDELI 
7361 South Broadway 

(845) 758-0758 
Free side salad with lunch order 

-------------------- ------ -----J--------------- -------------------►--------------·------------ • 

LUCY'S TACOS 
8 East Market Street 

(845) 758-8055 
$2 off each order 

$20 or more 

-----, 

RED HOOK NATURAL FOODS 
7478 South Broadway 

A chance of winning $25 gift certificate 
with purchase of $25 or more 

TIKI BOUTIQUE 
21 West Market Street 

(845) 758-8323 
tikiboutique@gmail.com 

10% off any purchase over $50 
(excludes sale items and jewelry) 

ME-OH-MY PIE SHOP & CAFE 
7 466 South Broadway 
meohmypieshop.com 

(845) 835-8340 
Free dessert with any Sunday brunch 

order $8 or more 

SKINFUL IMPRESSION TATTOO 
& BODY PIERCING 

7505 North Broadway 
20% off tattoo 

TIVOLI MERCANTILE 
5 East Market Street 
tivolijill@gmail.com 

100/o off any purchase 

ONE CUT BETTER 
7508 North Broadway 

(845) 758-8627 
Free shampoo with cut 

$10 or more 

TASTE BUDD'S CAFE 
40 West Market Street 

$3 off any purchase $6 or more 
·Text "BardBuddBu:ks" to (845) 538 4055 

Delivery available 12-2 p.m. 

VILLAGE PIZZA 
7514 South Broadway 

(845) 758-5808 
10% off entire order 

CVT OUT THESE COUPONS AND BRING THEM WITH YOU lO THE BUISNESS. THEY'RE R£AL I PROMISEIII 
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SAVING CIVIC LIFE 
The so-called 'conservation' initiative of 

printing fees is intended to save countless 
trees from the redwood forests to the Gulf 
Stream waters. Yet outside the depths of 
the library, the rest of us are a bit bemused 
at the College's newfound enthusiasm for 
'going green.' 
Just who exactly charted the path to find 

this gleaming green grail? Did it come 
out of a conversation among faculty, ad
ministration and students? In fact, like 
seemingly most of the decisions on this 
campus, printing fees are the product of a 
selective decision-making process mainly 
between administrators. 

Printing fees are a fine idea, but we 
should be asking how this decision was 
reached and then implemented. We've 
been told that a few faculty and some 
students here and there were asked to 
suggest an appropriate printing balance. 
However, the initiative for the project lay 
with one department, when it should have 
involved members of the entire commu
nity - since the decision affects all of us. 
This cross-campus dialogue was absent 

and in its place were selective inquiries 
that denied the administration a full pic
ture of the impending affects printing fees 
would have. Since the possibility of print
ing fees was floated two years ago, the 
House of Bard has remained silent on the 
subject. 
This leaves the rest of us picking up the 

pieces and finding that our academic lives 
and our social environment have suffered. 
The plight of those who constitute the 
bulk of civic society at Bard (clubs, TLS, 
PCs, Student Government), appears to 
have come as an afterthought to those 
within the Holy Mountain. Their supposed 
solution for these organizations, a cum
bersome process involving going to the 
SPARC office where one is more likely 
than not to be told to come back later, is 
wholly inefficient. I doubt the Student Ac
tivities office was even consulted in the 
decision to institute printing fees. 
The consequence is the undermining of 

student-driven civic society at Bard. Clubs 
are forced to spend more time and money 
on each event, adding greater stress to 
the organizer. The likely scenario is that 
clubs will become more insular, preferring 
to host events for their own members and 
bypass all the effort spent on public rela
tions. 

The administration has said that they 
will review the printing fees policy at the 
end of next semester. In the meantime 
our ownership and agency in this commu
nity will be ceded to those who have the 
luxury of sending emails to undergrad@ 

bard.edu. 
The diversity of student interests at Bard 

is one of our strengths. If we are to have 
a community we must emphasize the as
pects of life here that define who we are. 
We should be celebrating our strengths 
and creating opportunities for students to 
explore the values of others. Actions that 
restrict this exchange among students, in
tentionally or not, reflect poor choices in 
priorities. 

If the College were really concerned 
about conservation it would tum off the 
heat in donns when we're not here in win
ter and use light dimmers in the hallways. 
It wouldn't cut down dozens of trees for a 
baseball field that a small portion of the 
student body will use. 

After the impiementation of card swipes 
for printing last semester, the number of 
discarded printouts was cut drastically. 
This prompted many students to ask this 
semester: why add tb our stress·with fees? 
Why leave us out of the conversation? Is 
this about saving trees, or money? 

Fortunately, our student body is not one 
to be rolled over and has already been 
thinking up creative solutions for the ad
vertising deficit. The Student Union has 
suggested plans for a system that central
izes the distribution of information like a 
giant chalkboard outside the Library. The 
Environmental Collective is working on 
tackling real conservation efforts, like re
moving the paper plates in Manor. These 
groups operate on a shoestring budget, 
while Student Government devotes an 
excessive $8000 to the quixotic Game 
Room renovation. 

Instead of pursuing the singular intensity 
that has so far defined administrative de
cisions this year, we should be coming up 
with creative solutions together. We can 
start by using the money that the school 
saves on paper and ink to create a fund 
for seniors, clubs, etc. for printing and 
projects that reduce waste. The money 
can be allocated as the budget for the 
new Student Government committee on 
conservation. 

It's a simple idea, but one of many that 
could have been reached before the 
breathless implementation of printing 
purgatory. Much good can come from the 
printing fees, but we just have to start talk
ing with each other so as to avoid further 
missteps. We can't wait two semesters for 
changes to the system. Nor may we sit 
back and watch civic society at Bard be 
dictated by administrators and see clubs 
become increasingly insular. Some com
mon sense and conversation will go a 
long way. 
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QN ISRAEL APARTHEID WEEK b}JOShcat.o 

Jan. 31, 2005 marked the beginning of the first interna
tional "Israel Apartheid Week,• the objective of which was 
to "educate people about the nature of Israel as an apart
heid system.• Seven years later, as an unusually warm 
winter turns to spring, "Israel Apartheid Week" again made 
an appearance on campus. It was received, as most things 
including the words "Israel" and "Apartheid" are, with both 
enthusiasm and frustration. To those who tum a deaf ear 
to discussions of Middle Eastern politics, February 26th 
through March 3rd did not differ too drastically from the 
norm; Zionists armed themselves with defenses, anti
apartheid activists with offenses. 

Having heard from others about their disenchanting ex
periences in past years, having heard also the scream of 
Internet commentary across all spectrums, one eventually 
ignores the increasingly audible battle cries and questions 
why they need grow louder in the first place. To what do 
end do we polarize ourselves? Do we, if we wish to attain 
justice in Israel-Palestine, gain much at all by becoming 
increasingly vociferous? H "Israel Apartheid Week" is alive 
after seven pugnacious years, why do we then allow it to 
become the antagonistic seven days that many insist it 
need be? Netanyahu and Abbas may refuse to engage in 

meaningful dialogue; why must we as well? 
Part of what makes Bard educationally and socially ap

pealing is its nuance and complexity. From locations as 
mundane as DTR to the intensity of the 300-level class
room, Bard students-and the intellectual environment 
they proliferate-reflect a multi-layered and admirable mo
saic of cultural and political identities that cohere most bril
liantly with a sense of tolerance and understanding. Bard 
is not a "place to think" of ways in which we can best each 
other intellectually-it is a place in which thought itseH is 
made more complex, whereby we attempt to untangle the 
roots of others, and to dig ourselves out of our own. A week 
whose sett-declared goal is education should not be mired 
by the way in which it has, in the past, proliferated hostili
ties. As receivers of Bard's educational tradition, we would 
be better suited to approach education, in all of its fonns, 
with all of its controversies, as a serious endeavor through 
which we can bridge gaps, achieve understanding, and 
work to better the specific and generic world in which we 
live. 
That being said, I am no stranger to being finnly en

sconced in cultural and political positions that won't budge 
without excessive force. I was raised in a community that 

classified support of Israel as a compulsory Jewish ac
tivity. I have visited Israel (and the Occupied Territories) 
five times, and devour the Haaretz daily newsletter every 
morning. I am prepared, if I choose to be, to face ques
tions of Israel as an apartheid state head on, and in all 
likelihood will be for quite some time. Given my history, I 
joined a newly refurbished wing of J Street U at Bard, and 
attended two of their worbhops that focused not on the 
"whar of Israel-Palestine, but the "why"-the personal ex
periences that have shaped many Jews and Palestinians 
to both physically and emotionally engage with the Israeli
Palestinian conflict. 
Next "Israel Apartheid Week,• I will not plan note cards for 

myseH that outline various factoids of Israeli political "reali
ties.• Instead, I plan on working, along with my peers in J 
Street, toward engaging its participants to do whatever It 
would entail to understand what makes someone so com
pelled to hold a view I disagree with. Putting the lessons 
of those J Street workshops at the forefront, I invite the 
reader, whatever their views on the conflict, to join me in 
my effort to make "Israel Apartheid Week" 2013 less about 
stirring up controversy, and more focused on education. 

Smog ~J.t1..~.,.l 
isgoingtobe ~~C~s 11 

replaced with a park- r,'~ b 
ing lot. Not the baseball field, as ~ t.,,; ~lJ. 

we originally thought, but with the base- t·ietd Q r ~ 
parking lot for the baseball field. Yes, ball Q Co 

the administration has been quick to could cover a full I A I~ 
explain that these plans aren't final. But fann project, a desperately 'V QC I~ 

five years ago even the idea of replacing needed new Leaming Commons, I._-,..•-.,. 
Smog with the parking lot for a baseball field and the tuition of hundreds of deserving stu- ' V I ] ~ ('.'\ 

would have been unthinkable. dents. This money could make Bard an innovator in ritQ 
So, even though "nothing has been con- food security. It could create an academic system that could 

finned," the fact is that a group of people at this support a far higher proportion of the student body. It could reduce 
college have entertained the idea of replacing one student debt. It would be irresponsible to ignore this fact. 

of our most important centers of art and culture The powers that be are not fully to blame here. Both the gym and the baseball field 
with a parking lot for a baseball field. That alone is projects were initiated by individuals who approached the college and offered spe

a good enough reason to stop, do the Bardian thing, cific donations restricted to these projects. Apparently, these donors wouldn't be 
and think about this in light of some of Bard's aca- interested in a fann or in the Leaming Commons. Well, we don't actually know that, 

demic needs. because we haven't asked them. 
Last semester, Paul Marienthal and a group of students To make it fair, we should request that the donors also give us $200,000 each 

inaugurated Bard's Farm program. This is a project that for academic projects as part of their donations. This way we ensure that we 
matters. It is a project about food security - one of the most continue to enjoy a healthy balance between athletics and academics at Bard. 

significant issues for the coming decades. The Administration People have told me that this is unrealistic. I say it's worth a try. Even if the 
said sure, that sounds important, and gave the tanners $40,000, donors laugh in Leon's face, asking will be the right thing to do. 

far less than would be required to begin a full farm. Or if we really want, we can go ahead and develop a big athletics program. 
This year, the Leaming Commons was revamped: its name was It will put our students on lV. It will generate an alumni/ae base that's just 

changed, more tutoring hours were added, more staff were added, dying to throw money at us every time one of our soccer players kicks a ball. 
extended tutoring was offered during L& T and completion week. It might even spread our name across living rooms throughout the nation. 

Though they have received an increased budget to pay for extra tutors, We could technically do this, but there will be a real cost to Bard's unique 
they have not received funding for long-tenn improvemem projects, such character. 

as a relocation to a better space. Because, for what it's worth, it Just doesn't seem right to take and 
If the Leaming Commons received even a fraction of the money that is go- spend millions of dollars on the gym and baseball field while neglecting 

Ing towards the Baseball field, we could significantly drop Bard's transfer rate the projects that are central to the mission of the school. Projects that 
and significantly raise the standard of writing and studying above the already will make us better eaters, better thinkers, better readers, better writ

exemplary standards. ers, and (dare I say it) better citizens. Bard's mission is to "provide a 
Individual students are losing out too. Three months ago, one of my friends, who challenging academic program ... to foster ... the ambition to achieve 

I will call Ron, had to add seven thousand dollars to his student loan because the excellence· - these are the projects that will help us achieve our 
college denied his request for additional financial aid. Each year, Ron has had to ask goals. 

himseH whether he can afford to stay at Bard. Ultimately, there needs to be a discussion about how to make 
And then there are the 70 first-years who are still living in mo- the relationship between academics and athletics at Bard har

bile buildings. And the library, which is already at ca- monious. We can't spend disproportionately on athletics, but 
pacity before anyone has even thought neither can we forget that athletics is important. Academics are 

about midtenns. our number one goal, but they aren't our only goal. 
The money for H, as many people have told me, Bard's survival and pros-

t h e parity really depends on the development of athletics, then 
we also need to discuss how to make sure that Bard re

.mains Bard. What we mustn't do is act without 
thinking, because thinking is what 

• e're here to do. 



RAPTOR ,HIGHLIGHTS 
Men's basketball beat Vassar 56-55 on Feb. 14 for the second time in the 2011-
12 season. Senior Matt Schubert was named as Liberty League Performer of the 
Week, also for the second time in the season. First-year Siondueh Burnette was 
selected as a member of the Liberty League 2011-12 All-Rookie Team. 

Women's lacrosse won its two opening matches of the 2012 season, beating the 
College of Saint Elizabeth 16-4 and Regis College 14-3. 

The Bard hockey Raptors won the Saugerties Community Hockey League Cham
pionship with a 5-4 victory over the Loggerheads in Saugerties on Mar. 11 .. The 
championship was a best-of-three series; the Raptors won the first match 5-1. The 
Raptors finished the regular season in first place, with a 15-3 record. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Men's tennis will host Mount Saint Mary College on March 22, and women's ten
nis will host Manhattanville College on March 28. 

Men's volleyball will host Vassar in the Stevenson Gymnasium on March 28, 
which will be the last home game of the season. 

Women's lacrosse will play its first game in Annandale on April 16 against the 
University of Rochester. 

Blue is waiting in crossties. He hears my footsteps down 
the barn aisle and flicks his ears forward. When I stretch my 
hands out to him, he rests his grey nose in them. His warm 
breath fills my palms. When I lower my head to him and 
breathe on his nose, he blows air back. His breath sweetens 
the air with the smell of hay. My favorite way to speak to a 
horse is to breathe with it. 

The horses at Cedar Crest aren't school horses. School 
horses are horses meant to be burnt out. They're supposed 
to do their job. They make no mistakes. They take advantage 
of novices. They are bored. 

But horses like Blue feed off the energy around them. Ev
ery horse that comes to Cedar Crest seems to slip into the 
same rhythm. They seem at peace. 

When the Bard Equestrian Team first moved to Cedar Crest 
at the beginning of 2011, I was intimidated by the intensity of 
the barn. Our coaches take fleeting sips of their morning cof
fee between chores. Before I even arrive for a riding lesson, 
I find my mount tacked. The stable runs on efficiency, the 
day's schedule is printed and posted on the tack room door 
every evening. But once I became a part of the process, I 
found myself slipping into the Cedar Crest rhythm, too. 

On Blue's back, I can feel his power and potential rippling 
beneath my calves. My coach knows Blue, knows how to 
make him reach his potential. She stands on the ground and 
guides me. Slowly, Blue and I establish our communication. 
When he gives, I give. My arms are an extension of the reins. 

I give and take gently with the outside rein, his velvet nose 
drops and he drives himself forward from his haunches. Blue 
won't do what you want him to do unless you ask him cor
rectly, and I can't speak to Blue with language. The way we 
speak to each other is through our mutual respect. 

As his muscles warm and soften, he lengthens his stride. 
His leading leg cuts through the air and as we approach our 
first fence, he gathers his strength. He knows what to do, it's 
instinct. I just have to stay out of his way. 

But then again, Blue doesn't always know what to do. 
That's why he's not like any school horse. He loses confi
dence, just like I do. We have to inspire each other. 

My coach stands in the center of the arena and challenges 
me with exercises. Close your eyes, drop your stirrups and 
canter. lie a knot in your reins and let go of them when you 
go over the jump. Look at the ceiling and identify the move
ment of each leg of the horse. 

Sweat has gathered in my temples. Blue stands with his 
neck relaxed. The reins are looped. I kick both feet out of 
the stirrups and swing my right leg over the saddle to meet 
my left. I slide to the ground. Blue reaches his soft muzzle 
around and nudges me, smearing my shirt with the foam that 
has gathered ·around his bit. I pull off his tack and put him 
back in his stall. Through his window, the sun spills onto his 
back. He drops his head and pushes his shavings around, 
looking tor hay. 

I bend next to him to say goodbye. Blue heaves a sigh onto 
my neck. I can't think of a better way to start my morning. 



RE: BARD 
TWEETS 

ee11raS11RA11llra The~ Bllnlca Show 
when donna makes you swipe 
your own damn card because 
she don't give a fuck 

e-.uctematlcs Cho1lllan LIIIOUIIIHU 

Thia education iS separating 
me from my ability to bullshH. 
lheylneedthat 

eallcelublc Alce 

Bard College: a place to fuck 
with your hair and be judged 
100% by everyone that sees 
you lnevefgiveup 
lnever&urrender 

erollblllbraflfllgan Robbie llnlnnlglln 

My pee hitting that waterless 
urinal sounded just like Daft 
Punk. 

htllanderaonWIN~ 
Someone didn't log out of 
Moodie in Henderson. I'm 
gonna print out of AU of their 
PDFs hehehehheeh #hacker 

•lfflwlwhel Jmertwllllt 
The ugly side of the train ride 
to new yor1c is actuaRy way 
prettier. Fuck the hudson 
riVer. 

elllrdfl..,.._ rREE PRESS 
Interested in subsalbing to 
the Bard Free Press? Email 
us at subscrlpeFP@gmall. 
com and include your name, 

email, and Y01,1' Bard 
PO Box 

••'If• -·- Grayling ..... 
Didn't know Kooy was run-
ning for pr•ident Kooy 2012 . 

• L ... .,....i 
I reach4 a condom& acciden
tally grab a 1•A1R 98asoning 
packet I rip it open& cover 
our bodies Ill MSG Cl.1st. H 
forms a paste 

••111J,al111 ■ 1nn [llllly._ 

FREEPAESS OFFICE 

••-ldlnon WII Andar9on 
I CM't quite put my Inger on 
it but something about the 
food at DTR really just makes 
me WaMa shit 

f'h&■III Wiberg ..... GNenilerg 

u sitting 1n Kline #yay 

ebanlconncllone Bard eon-,. 
IIOM 

Solve your problems. 
@BardBoyProblemz 
@BardGrtProblemz 

echrleblla C11r1e BIiie 

cajoled into making an 
OkCupld accoun1 to meet 
new ppl, only to find out 
ewryone else at bard had the 
same idea lbardproblems 
lfmllhomy 

-~Ji rl .. .. ... . 
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