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interview by joey sims 

As Citizen Science drew to a close, the FREE PRESS 
sat down with Brooke Jude, director of the program, to see 
how she rated its success. 

FREE PRESS: So how would you say the program has 
gone? 

Brooke Jude: For our first go, every part of Citizen Sci­
ence has exceeded my expectations. Even with my high 
expectations, it has exceeded them. I have been every day 
continually happy when I go home to say that I have been 
part of it. 

FP: Talk about the planning process of Citizen Science, 
after you were appointed director of the program in March. 

BJ: Right after graduation I went to San Diego to a na­
tional meeting, to start recruiting applicants. Some of the 
faculty who are here now, I met at that meeting. 

FP: So it was always clear that it would be outside faculty. 
BJ: Yes. We're a small faculty here, and the time com­

mitment to teach this kind of class is significant. But I was 
very successful in attracting a very strong applicant pool 
for the program. The response was terrific. I interviewed 
over 40 really viable applicants over an about two and a 
half week period. 

FP: How did you design the classroom experience? 
BJ: I wanted to give the faculty an outline and pieces of 

information to cover throughout the course, and then let 
them bring their own expertise to the room - and also take 
on some the expertise of the students in the class. Faculty 
have been able to adapt on the fly to give students the ex­
periences they wanted. 

FP: Would you say that freedom to 'adapt on the fly' 
meant the classes changed a lot during the program? 

BJ: I think it did change a lot. After each module we had 
very long faculty meetings in which faculty talked about 
what worked and what didn't, so that faculty going into 
those modules could make transitions on the fly. 

We've had a lot of faculty adapt and change their ideas. 
One faculty member, Annie Howen, has put together an ac­
tivity that has to do with using GIS mappings to map John 
Snow's London in the cholera outbreak and see how chol­
era was spread in London in John Snow's time. And other 
faculty successfully executed that in their classrooms. 

We're trying to teach science, which is why I hired more 
than just twenty-four microbiologists and immunologists. 
There are physical chemists, there are ecologists. Matthew 
Deady is a physicist. But they all teach science. Which is 
why giving them flexibility in teaching is important. 

FP: How did Civic Engagement Day come into existence? 
BJ: If you ask the students how many of them volun­

teered or were involved in their community before coming 
to Bard, you get a resounding 'Yes' from the student body. 
But then if you ask them if they have continued that since 
they arrived at Bard, the number goes way down. So Citi­
zen Science was designed to not be heavy on the outside 
of class homework, so that the evenings could introduce 
students to a lot of different civic engagement opportunities 
that the surrounding community has to offer 

Not all of them will stick. But there might be some in 
there you really love and you will continue to participate 
in. We had a group come from Woodstock Day to do ac­
tivities in the lab, see the school~ take the tour, go to Bon­
nie Brassler's lecture. I was involved with the Mill Road 
Elementary School activities, where we had over 200 stu­
dents and their parents. And I was also involved with the 
Big Brother/Big Sister and the Girt Scout's activities which 

were done on Civic Engagement Day. The students that I 
worked with were wonderful in dealing with the community, 
and a lot of them asked me, how can I do this in the future? 
FP: How do you hope to improve Civic Engagement Day? 

BJ: I think it'll get easier in subsequent years to set up 
things with community partners. The calendar changes 
next year to allow us two weekends. 

FP: How do you think the classroom experience will 
evolve next year? 

BJ: Next year we will be adding more complication to the 
scheduling of classes and timing. It was hard to gauge how 
much time we would need in a lab, and how much time cer­
tain activities would last. So we made it a three hour block 
in the morning and a three block in the afternoon. Next year 
that will change. 

The faculty will be giving research seminars in the after­
noons, which students will attend instead of class. The fac­
ulty are scientists - they have research that they do or have 
done recently. From what I've heard from the students, 
they want to hear more of that. 

But the theme, as far as I can tell, will stay the same. [In­
fectious disease] is not a theme that has a short shelf life, 
so that's not a problem. 

FP: Many students felt that the class sessions were too 
long - they said they were frequently let out early, or the 
class had to be stretched out. 

BJ: Part of the reason for the long sessions was that 
some of the labs take a three-hour block. So I scheduled 
them all to mirror that. All students were doing a final proj­
ect, so the time where they were let out early really was 
meant to allow them to work on that project. Whether or not 
students are using that time to work on their final project, I 
don't know. But I had some purpose in scheduling this way. 

FP: Also, a common feeling amongst the freshmen was 
that the work was too easy - that it was high 
school level science, and they had expected 
more significant lab work or published studies. 

BJ: There is a couple of answers to the easi 
ness question. I would rather students say, 'I 
understand everything that's coming to me, I 
can be challenged more,' and then get chal 
lenged more - than to walk in, feel like the 
are underwat~r, and give up on the subject. I 
certainly didn't want the subject matter watered 
down in any way. But for a student to under 
stand what's being given to them is better than 
them being frustrated and immediately giving 
up. 

However, the other thing is, sometimes thing 
seem easier if you are not studying for a test. 
So a student will say they've understood a con-
cept, and then if you test them on it, they migh 
have partially understood it but not fully. So i 
could be that without graded exams, students 
think they understand every facet of it a little 
better than they actually do. 

I hope that students who say it was easy will 
say to themselves, 'Maybe I can do science. 
Maybe I'll challenge myself and take a science 
class sooner rather than later.' And that is a bet 
ter response than students saying, 'This is a 
hard as I thought it would be. Forget it. Scienc 
is too hard.' 

We did meet as a faculty and brainstormed 
what sort of primary literature we could add to 
make it more challenging. So the faculty were 

trying to think about ways to respond to these requests. I 
certainly did not ask the faculty to water it down in any way. 

FP: Students had little to no homework during the pro­
gram. Many students were happy about this, but it is meant 
a lot of empty evenings. 

BJ: It is a double-edged sword. I think that the idea of 
no homework is a nice one, to give students the chance 
to do the civic engagement opportunities, or to do all sorts 
of things. I think that there could be homework if the stu­
dents wanted it - but not by faculty assigning it. They have 
a textbook. They could be reading Carl Zimmer's book to 
prepare for his lecture. They could be interested in cholera, 
and say to their faculty member, 'Could you recommend to 
me some papers about this topic?' So that could be pushed 
back on the student. Maybe not everything they read or 
every 'homework' has to be assigned. 

I don't think we'll ever go to there being grades in this 
program, because I don't want there to be. I want it to be a 
class that it is non-GPA bearing, so students can feel free 
to try out something they feel nervous about. 

FP: So what does the future look like for Citizen Science? 
BJ: Citizen Science 2012 is going to happen. I don't think 

we have any formal commitment to a number. Right now 
it is part of the curriculum. I have a year-to-year contract. 
I am already looking ahead to next year, so I don't see 
a change in directorship. I'm enjoying it a lot. I have lists 
upon lists of things I want to change to make Citizen Sci­
ence better. 
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I t all started with the idea that Americans are scien­
tifically illiterate. President Botstein decided action 
had to be taken to fight this trend. From this impe-

tus came the Citizen Science program, with program di­
rector Brooke Jude bringing in faculty from the fields of 
medicine, physics and chemistry, and from institutions 
like the National Institute of Health, the Navy's bio-war­
fare division, and the Society of Microbiology, to bring 
Bard freshmen up to speed. 

For these teachers, the program offered a chance to 
participate in what they saw as an essential mission. 
"This was exactly the kind of program that I wanted to 
be involved with. It sounded super exciting, super new 
and innovative, and a great way to get students interest­
ed in science," said Alix Purdy, who studies infectious 
diseases at Children's Hospital Boston. "And right when 
I heard about it, I was super excited to be involved." 
"I thought the concept was exciting," said Derek Fish­

er, another faculty member and a microbiologist at the 
Uniformed Services University. "I think what it's trying to 
do needs to be done at more places. We need to reach 
students who might not take science courses until their 
junior or senior year, because I think a lot of students 
are really afraid of science and don't understand what 
science is. 

"I also think," Fisher adds, "that we as scientists have 
a responsibility to reach out to people." , 

Some students, however, perceive the program as an 
unnecessary crash course in a subject in which they 
hold little interest. Many students also object to having 
their winter break shaved in half. "I think, at first I was bi-

by J.p. lawrence 

I 
t is Ba.m., and the Bard freshman class is up, awoken from their 

winter slumber. Perhaps in the course of the night's dream­

ing, they relived some New Year's bacchanalia or revisited old 

friends they met on break. But on the morning of Jan. 4th, reality is 

being back at Bard College and getting ready for the first day of the 

first iteration of Citizen Science, a winter workshop designed to pro­

mote scientific thinking amongst non-scientists. 

ased against it, because I didn't hear about it until after 
I got accepted and matriculated. And I learned I wasn't 
going to have a January break, which I had been look­
ing forward to," says freshman Justin Kegley, a native of 
Lyme, Conn. "But after that, I had kind of wait-and-see 
attitude." 

Other students, more vocal in their discontent, had 
made up their minds long before the program started. 
"Honestly, I thought it was going to be a clusterfuck," 
one freshman, Reed Cartzas, of New York, N. Y., says. "I 
thought it was going to be a total debacle, a train wreck, 
just like, a 20-car pile-up." 

While angry sentiments seem to reign loudest on cam­
pus, not all freshmen stand against the idea. "I thought 
it was an interesting concept. Botstein seemed to rea­
son well, and he presented a good rationale for it," says 
Pleasanton, Calif., native Alex Fager. "I guess I was 
getting some negative vibes, but I still had a wait-and­
see attitude." It is with these views that Bard's freshmen 
trundled off to their first day of class. 

I t is the second day of the first iteration of Citizen 
Science, and already, many students are discour­
aged. Students. have been seperated into three 

groups, one conducting lab experiments, one conduct­
ing computer simulations, and one learning about sci­
entific issues in a classroom setting. 

In particular, students chafe at the six hours a day al­
lotted to using a computer simulation program, meant 
to teach students about sick fish and cleaning oil spills. 
"It's an outrageous amount of time," says Caratzas, 

who played enough online games in class to become a 
ranked Facebook Tetris player. "Six hours. I could have 
learned this myself from a flash game in like, two min­
utes." 
"It was kinda disappointing because my first module 

was in the computer lab, so a lot of time was spent just 
sitting around just waiting for other groups to finish or 
for the class to reach one common point," Kegley says. 
"Just because of all that waiting around, I kinda made 
up my opinion of the program right then." 
"The first day, I think they underestimated the stu­

dents," adds Fager. "I got the impression that they 
thought we were stupid and didn't know anything. They 
just assumed that we didn't know very basic things and 
that we couldn't reason." 

Fager still remembers what he thought when his 
teacher told the class their assignment involved using 
colored pencils to color a picture of a cell. "I thought, is 
this elementary school?" 

Such sentiments do not go unheard. In the mornings 
before class, during lunch and in the after hours, Citizen 
Science teachers talk ceaselessly of how to improve the 
class. "We discuss it a lot, because we are all trying 
our very best to respond to the students here to find 
what interests them and what they're interested in think­
ing about," said Purdy. "We spend a lot of time, in our 
mealtimes and our off times, comparing notes about 
what worked and what didn't work. Which discussions 
worked well in your class? Maybe I'll give that a try in 
my class. Which things don't work as well?" 
This refinement has its precedents. The faculty had 



been brainstorming lesson plans and ideas ever since a 
four-day "Citizen Science boot camp" during the summer. 
"A lot of nights and weekends were spent looking though 
material, creating lesson plans, finding articles that would 
be of interest to the students," says Fisher, who designed 
his own laboratory experiment. 

"One faculty member described it as we're basically 
enacting the scientific method every day," Purdy says. 
"We're making observations about what's happening in 
class, we're making hypotheses about what would work 
better and the next day we're going to class and trying 
new things to make them work better. We're doing our very 
best to do whatever we can to make this program the best 
it can be." 

Purdy says the changes she made involved moving her 

ing with each barbed criticism lobbed at the program. 
"Again, this is the first year of the program, it's going 
to get better," he repeats, for the audience, silent as 
if witness to a crucifixion. "We had some momentum 
coming out of problem-based learning, and I think we 
lost some of that going into the lab. That's on me." 

In the crowd, even the students critical of the program 
are moved to sympathy. "I thought he was a really cool 
guy. He seemed really engaged. He really tried hard," 
says Caratzas. 

"I honestly feel sorry for them," Caratzas says of the 
teachers. "I feel they were fighting a losing battle from 
the start. I mean, their opposition was a bunch of ang­
sty, whiny teenagers. No tool that exists is going to 
change that." 

clean up an oil spill. I'm not going to own an aquarium 
filled with sick fish. I'm not going to catch the Spanish 
flu. I mean, if I had children, I was already going to get 
them vaccinated, because I'm not insane. So, what was 
I supposed to get out of it? I don't understand." 
As for the teachers, they remain confident that the 

program will soon prove its worth, provided thel!&, re 
changes. "It's a fantastic idea," Purdy says, •some 
things just have to be changed, and I think everybody 
knows that. And I think with some changes, it could be 
a very valuable experience. But this year, it was a bit of 
a challenge. 

"If I were to teach the course again, I think I would 
approach it a little bit differently," Purdy adds, "I would 
spend a long time preparing discussion points and topics 

Fager still remembers what he thought 
when his teacher told the class their 

class toward subjects the students could 
discuss. In Fisher's class, as well, it was 
in controversial issues that the students of 
Fisher's class took the most interest. In the 
problem-based learning module, students 
learned about an issue and then discuss the 
problem and possible solutions. Between 
documentaries on subjects like the Spanish 
flu, the quarantine of Typhoid Mary, and the 
alleged links between autism and vaccines, 
students debated over the pros and cons of 
teaching hospitals and HPV vaccines. 

assignment involved using cqlored 
pencils to color a picture of a cell. "I 
thought, is this elementary school?" 

tJ,at interest a broader range of students; for 
instance, more humanities topics, science 
and human rights. There's all kinds of things 
that could be integrated that I think could 
pull in some of the students who might have 
been lost along the way by what seemed at 
some points like, quote, rote learning." 

Perhaps a more issues-based Citizen 
Science would serve the students of Bard 
better. Bard's other freshman program, Lan­
guage and Thinking, offers students with an 
introduction to critical and creative thinking. 

"There was a variety of subject matters in a lot of differ­
ent disciplines: talking about health policies, a little bit of 
politics, history," Kegley said. "So they weren't just talking 
about being in the lab, I think they did a good job of teach­
ing citizen science, like the name is." 

Even throughout problem-based learning, however, s.tu­
dents grumble. The cafeteria, once clogged at breakfast 
time, becomes barren, as students no longer wake up for 
morning class. Rumors spread that the e. coli used in a 
lab experiment has infected a student, despite the fact, 
confirmed by Jude, that the strains used by the school are 
genetically modified to be as harmless as the e. coli natu­
rally present in the human body. Students talk of a cover­
up, but the only rumors confirmed are that of a scientifi­
cally illiterate student body. Above all, a persistent strain of 
negativity infects the campus. 

I t is the third to the last day of Citizen Science, and 
Derek Fisher stands in front of an audience of ragged 
survivors, receiving feedback on the program, wine-

"The college is definitely trying hard," says Kegley. 
"I'm going to give the college credit for trying to put 
together a good program, especially for this first time. 
So I don't think I'm as critical of it as most people are. 
But at the same time, I think there are things to be 
improved." 

As for results, some students, at least, believe their 
time was not wholly wasted. "I think I'm more aware," 
Kegley says. "The goal - I think - was to make us more 
aware of science and how we need to be more aware 
of what's going on in our government and in our coun­
try. So I think, walking out of it, lhat I'm more able to 
ask questions on these issues." 

Many students, however, remain baffled of the pro­
gram's purpose to the very end. "Honestly, I don't get 
it," Caratzas says. "I don't. I mean, I understand the 
idea behind it, but in practice, I don't think it was ex­
ecuted well enough that I have experience to be a po­
litically savvy scientist citizen person. I mean, what did 
we do that was going to affect me? I'm not going to 

Perhaps a program that presents students with scientific 
controversies and left them to research possible solu­
tions would lead to thought-provoking conversation in 
the manner of L& T. Perhaps such changes are already 
in the works. 

Stephen Jay Gould once noted that there is a certain 
fallacy among people to believe that great ideas spring 
full-formed, like Venus on a conch-shell or Newton un­
der the apple tree, instead of evolving incrementally to­
ward its present state. 

Language and Thinking, too, was derided in its time. 
But if the caretakers of Citizen Science can bring im­
provement each year to the program, no one will re­
member its rocky start 20 years from now. For now, 
however, the freshmen class of 2014 will have to make 
due with being the initial experiment. 

"I'd say, not all hope is lost for Citizen Science," says 
Fager. "It's a starting project, but I would like to make it 
clear that it was not an enjoyable experience." 
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DUMBED DOWN AND 
STRUNG OUT 
CIT SCI TOO EASY, TOO 
LONG, TOO BORING 
by nicholas carbone 

When I originally heard about the idea 
of Citizen Science, I believed that it would 
be more similar to the Language and 
Thinking workshop. I thought that, as in 
L&T, we would be doing readings and lab 
experiments and then discussing them in 
depth, along with writing on the process of 
science and the way in which we experi­
ment in our every day lives. 

Instead it seems that Citizen Science is 
too caught up on giving us hands on ac­
tivities or trying to teach us how diseases 
work by showing videos on them. Bard did 
not want to get too sophisticated with the 
curricuum, so they decided to lower the 
level of many of the scientific experiments 
to an elementary level. I understand that 
they were worried about science material 
going over kids' heads, but there must be 
a way to teach us new things and allow 
us to experiment and examine things in 
a new way. 

It is the first time that the college is run­
ning Citizen Science, so obviously the 
program would be rough at this point. L& T 
is a program that has been refined for 
years, which is why it seemed more ben­
eficial to our learning. L& T also acts as a 
way for freshman to understand Bard and 
make friends before beginning their first 
semester. By the time we get to Citizen 
Science, though, all the freshman already 
have their own friends and a good grasp 
on what Bard is about. So of course, Citi­
zen Science cannot be exactly the same 
as L& T - but it must improve if Bard plans 
on keeping it. 

By the looks of it, Citizen Science did 
not live up to many students' expecta­
tions. That does not mean that the pro­
gram should end indefinitely. Citizen Sci­
ence just needs to be refined, like L& T 
was. I know it will take years before all 
the kinks are worked out of the program, 
but if Bard hopes to provide more man­
datory scientific education they will have 
to work hard on figuring out how to make 
students interested in science without ba­
bying them. 

The lab experiments were usually at a 
middle school level, and so were not ery 
interesting to me. I did not really under­
stand what I was doing when I performed 
the experiment, or what benefit it caused 
anyone. The lab experiments were enjoy­
able in the sense that they kept me oc­
cupied, and were more exciting than sit­
ting and watching YouTube videos about 
viruses. 

If there was one thing I disliked the most, 

it must have beenthe task of creating a 
model of some organism through origami 
or snow: This seemed like one of the most 
pointless assignments. It did not help me 
learn about science or make me remotely 
interested in what we were doing. 

The computer modeling module had 
some experiments that were mildly in­
teresting, like one where we infected an 
animal and saw how many of them died 
or lived after a certain number of weeks. 
Some of them were not realistic experi­
ments considering there was no control 
group, but it was still slightly interesting. I 
do not believe it was an essential aspect 
of the curriculum, but it did demonstrate 
certain points about how a disease can 
last longer if it has the ability to mutate. 

The problem solving activities were 
not that bad, but I feel that they could 
be combined with the lab to make the 
lab more sophisticated. Also, the idea of 
a final project might have been nice - if 
Bard wanted us to actually do something 
of some importance. Instead, the teach­
ers just asked us what we wanted to do 
for our final presentation, the only stipula­
tion being that it had to have something to 
do with infectious diseases. I do not think 
much of anything was learnt from these 
final experiments, and I hope to have a 
more intellectual time in science classes I 
take in the future. 

My teacher seemed enthusiastic about 
the program, but she did not deviate from 
the plan Bard gave her. I have heard of 
other teachers who have deviated from 
the basic plan, and their students may 
have done more exciting things with their 
time. Teachers need to be able to under­
stand what kids desire more and be able 
to help them, instead of relying on a basic 
set or rules. 

Citizen Science is an experiment on 
the freshman class of 2014 at Bard Col­
lege. It created a variety of strife, disap­
pointment, stupidity, and boredom. I hope 
Bard learns about the necessary changes 
and tries to refine this program to make 
it something to look forward rather than 
dread for future freshman classes. 



CITIZEN SCIENCE WASTED ON THE FRESHMEN 
IS READING THE NEW YORK TIMES ENOUGH? 
by ann,e cockre/1 

I feel as though this program is wasted on the freshman. Though many of us regu­
larly spend summers and winters across the country and the world, for a vast majority 
of the students, college is the first time away from home. This program, in tandem with 
the Language and Thinking workshop in August, is too much for any freshman class 
to handle, 

If the goal of Citizen Science is to get students more aware of science, then congrat­
ulations - I fully admit now clicking on the "Science• section of the "New York Times" 
online website. But if the goal is to get students to care, I feel as though this class has 
surely missed its mark "Congratulations," I remember telling myself, my eyes skim­
ming the headlines, feeling superior for even checking in the first place. "Now what? 
How are you going to use your knowledge to change the world?" 

I'm not, obviously. My group's 1950s-style Public Service Announcement isn't going 

to be shown in third-world countries; the knowledge gathered by experiments testing 
the effectiveness of food preservation methods isn't going to be taught to anyone who 
regularly grows their own food; and my own "informational leaflet'' will have an average 
of forty-five of its fifty copies discarded before they leave the room. The day I was most 
looking forward to, Civic Engagement Day, turned out to be mishandled, disorganized, 
overstaffed, and underappreciated. 

I came to Bard knowing it had the reputation of occasionally seeming "elitist,• and I 
told myself that I wouldn't buy into it. But now, after telling myself that I "know" science 
because I played with cardboard, failed miserably at origami, and read the headlines 
in the New York Times, I realize that I am no better than the elitist stereotype I tried so 
hard to avoid. 

GOOD HYPOTHESIS, WONKY TEST RUN 
PROGRAM MUST BE EXPANDED TO WORK 
byhanskem 

The idea is good. Get a bunch of college freshmen together and scare the bejee­
bies out of them with horrendous infectious diseases so they start thinking about the 
importance of modern science and condoms. Then isolate them in the woods for a 
few weeks and see what happens. Well, Tewksbury got hit by a stomach bug. Cause? 
Correlation? 

the whole spectrum of microbiological evils and probably some new ones that it had 
served as a mortuary until seven years ago. Feeling queasy? So the practical element 
added an extra edge that I actually quite enjoyed. Beyond that, I felt that much of the 
activities offered were somewhat tame. Some of the lectures were good, others not. 

I would like to say for the record that Chris Mooney is a self­
It is hard to get a general consensus on how the Citizen 

Science experience really went. Some will say it was an eye­
opening, neuron-electrifying experience, while others do not 
feel quite as dandy about it. The variability in these results is 
largely attributable to the absence of a control in this experi­
ment. Students and teachers were isolated in their groups, left 
to their own devices with a general topic and a number of ac­
tivites to address in the course of these two-and-a-half weeks. 
This means that, inevitably, things soon sizzled out in many of 
the groups, in others they just went awry. Our class got lucky 
with Dr. Martiney, a truly brilliant man with a great sense of 
humour, a passion for cookies, no raisins please, and a lot of 
experience in the fields of biowarfare. But not everyone can 

"Our ability and 
need to change the 
world must be made 

glorifying pseudoscientific charlatan. A man who cannot give a 
talk without making low-jabs at audience members and having 
covers of his published books in the corner of every slide in his 
presentation cannot be taken seriously. 

Like I said, the idea is good; but it must be expanded beyond 
infectious disease. If Bard truly wishes to immunize students 
against science illiteracy in one big sweep, like a set of vac­
cinations immunizes against a panel of diseases, then it must 
think beyond just just infectious disease. A rotation of profes­
sors from different fields would be good. What about the stars? 
What about the weather? What about the plants? What about 
the damn environment? If the state of our natural environment 

more evident and 
practically feasible." 

be as skilled in keeping a bunch of cabin feverish, overpartied and underrested fresh­
men 60% awake and interested. It's a difficult task. -· 

Civic Engagement was kinda cool. I spent a whole day cleaning out the basement of 
a soup kitchen and homeless shelter, finding out only after kicking up dust containing 

and humanity's impact on it isn't pressingly relevant to our gen­
eration, then I don't know what can be. Our ability and need to change the world must 
be made more evident and practically feasible. Most of the students who took Citizen 
Science will never be microbiologists, so they must be given a wider set of skills and 
understandings to take into the real world and make a difference there. 

TEPID BEGINNINGS FOR BARD'S CITIZEN SCIENCE 
STUDENTS QUESTION "VAGUE PROMISES" OF PROGRAM 
by , 1amar lee/air 

It's difficult for me to call to mind a friend or classmate who was thrilled about return­
ing to Bard two and a half weeks early from break for Citizen Science. On the other 
hand, I haven't encountered anyone who didn't return curious about the program and 
what it might offer us, besides the free stainless-steel water bottles. 

I entered Citizen Science with an average degree of excitement, and find myself, in 
the final weeks, relatively unscathed, apart from an average degree of disillusionment. 
My initial excitement was quickly tempered by a growing awareness of the general ex­
pectation that my classmates and I were unmotivated and unenthusiastic, and needed 
to be cajoled into participating in class and civic engagement activities. 

Would there be homework? Not really, but see if you can finish this reading for class 
tomorrow. Was there an attendance policy? Not really, but your teacher will probably 
know if you're not present, and your PC might be responsible for noting that you're 
hanging around the common room during class time. Was there a curriculum? Well, 
there was this mandatory assignment to research the effects of acai berries. What are 
we supposed to take away from all this? 

Uncertainty about questions like these characterized Citizen Science. The program's 
description, or mission statement, is a vaguely worded paragraph that promises Citi­
zen Science will "introduce students to the idea of science and the scientific method ... 
promote scientific literacy and utilize the theme of infectious diseases." I'm sure that 
that statement meant many different things to different students, depending on their 
experiences in and outside of class. For me, it meant doing things like watching many 
hours of PBS documentaries and TED talks, making colorful dots proliferate on a com­
puter screen, and learning that all you have to do to quickly summarize a complex 
scientific article is read the abstract at the beginning and the discussion at the end. 

My teacher was Danielle Whittaker, and I enjoyed being in her class and working 
with my classmates. Danielle inspired our attention and respect. Regrettably, how-

ever, the curriculum simply didn't provide enough material to fill up six hours of class 
time a day. The length of class time was a challenge to students and teachers, who 
have probably not been accustomed to spending six pedagogical hours in the same 
room since grade-school. My experience of leaving class 45 minutes, or even 2 hours 
early, was not atypical. 

The program was occasionally very engaging. The most interesting moments of 
class were when Danielle lectured us about her own work and areas of expertise. The 
lectures were excellent, especially Bonnie Bassler's talk about the way bacteria com­
municate. But for the most part, Citizen Science was remarkably uneven. 

In a Citizen Science blog post about the civic engagement program, a Citizen Sci­
ence fellow wrote, "Bard students have a weird ability to be passionate and apathetic at 
the same time" ("The Whys, Whens, and Whats of Civic Engagement Day," 12/25/10). 
What's that supposed to mean to first-years like us, who are still trying to figure out 
what we want being Bard students to mean? 

The classmates I've met so far this year are smart people. I think I speak for my 
classmates as well as myself when I say that we are responsive to things that we are 
taught really matter. We are passionate when we learn how high the stakes are. We 
pay attention. L& Twas a high-stakes program. Not only did we all know our matricula­
tion depended those three weeks, the writing and thinking we did during that time felt 
important. 

The idea driving the Citizen Science program is truly cutting-edge, but I think nearly 
everyone would agree that this first time around, Citizen Science fell far below our 
expectations. The challenge I hope the Citizen Science will meet next time around is 
fostering real a sense of what's at stake here-and fostering the awareness that the 
passionate, constructive criticism of Bard students in response to Citizen Science is 
vitally important for the continuing development of this program. 
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JAMES MARTINEY 
THE NAVY'S BIOLOGICAL WARRIOR 
by !ucas opgenorth 

Citizen Science professor James Martiney has accumulated an impressive and 
diverse resume during his many years as an expert in the field of infectious dis­
eases - the specific area around which the inaugural Citizen Science program was 
based. For ten years he researched malaria, focusing on understanding the spe­
cific connection between the disease and how one gets sick and dies from it, an 
aspect of malaria that is still unclear and problematic. He continued his work with 
his infectious diseases by working in the United States Navy Reserve. In 2003, 
he was mobilized into active duty and spent time in Sicily supporting the military 
forces engaged in the Second Persian Gulf War. 

While he is unable to divulge the details of his work with the Navy for reasons 
of national security, his work involved identifying chemical and biological weap­
ons and training military personnel. He now works as a part time consultant in a 
field known as biosecurity "It is basically a marriage between chemical weapons 
research and disease control" he explained. The rest of his time he spends work­
ing as a professor at Connecticut's Sacred Heart University, teaching introductory 
science courses and courses in his field of expertise, infectious diseases. 

When Martiney tells people about the ten years of work he did researching ma­
laria, he commonly recieves a response along the lines of "But we don't even have 
malaria anymore. ff Such ignorance of this serious scientific issue - the disease kills 
3-4 million people annually - have inspired the professor towork on promoting sci­
entific literacy. It was this interest led him to apply for the Citizen Science program, 
when he heard about its goals. "I am very impressed by the money and effort Bard 
put in to create a new program during a period when many other colleges are be­
ing forced to cut programs to save mone~ he said. 

Additionally, the professor spoke very highly of Bard's students, praising their in­
tellectual curiosity and genuine interest in the subject matter - especially consider-· 
ing few of them were science majors. He also noted that Bard's freshmen are well 
read and able to provide articulate, cogent comments as well as separate hard 
facts from fluff, an important part of understanding scientific issues. "The students 
understand that while everyone is entitled to their own opinions, everyone is not 
entitled to their own facts," he said. 

In addition to general scientific literacy, the Citizen Science program sought to 
promote active engagement with one's community. As is evidenced by his back­
ground in research and military activity, Martiney embodies this spirit of applying 
one's education in the 'real world.' "I believe in responsibility in relation to my rights 
as a citizen,n he said. "Many young people seem to take their rights for granted 
and do not see the giving part." 

Bard students' willingness to participate in the various civic engagement activi­
ties once again impressed Martiney and demonstrated the maturity of Bard's 
freshman class. Martiney believes that Citizen Science, and other programs like it, 
will influence students to actively and constructively engage in pressing scientific 
issues when they become professionals later on in their lives. "We base what we 
do twenty years from now on what we do now" he said "This program helps mold 
the students perspective so when they grow up, they won't be writing nonsense." 

As the program came to a close, Martiney expressed very positive feelings to­
wards the program and his experience at Bard. "I have taught classes before that 
were not enjoyable but I always woke up looking forward to teaching this class.• 
Also, a cookie enthusiast, he asked students to bring him a batch of cookies when­
ever they were tardy, The mantra of his class thus became "Remember, no raisins 
in the cookies." 

at.-.;...-~ 
HUNGRY FOR THE TRUTH 
EATING DISORDERS TOPIC OF 
CHOICE FOR VIROLOGIST 
by Jordan sega/ 

Amongst virologists and microbiologists, Professor Jessica Akey is an outlier. She 
got her dissertation on eating disorders and currently studies and teaches health com­
munication {she is an adjunct instructor at the University of Buffalo). At a school such 
as Bard College, it seems fitting to have a specialist on eating disorders. 

Professor Akey was originally attracted to the area of eating disorders because she 
recognized the emotional struggle of those who have diseases that are misunderstood 
and stigmatized in society. Akey wants to teach people that "eating disorders are a 
mental illnesses, and so it is not the sick persons fault,• she says. 

According to Akey, eating disorders are interesting because they are not really about 
food - they are about control. In many cases people who are traumatized feel as if 
they have lost control of their life, so they control the only thing they can, their food 
consumption. Eating disorders often become an obsession which serve as a way to 
make sense of the world. 

Akey was originally unsure of her place amongst all the other scientists who are on 
the Citizen Science faculty. She later realized that "what she does is science," even 
though it is not automatically thought of as such. She admits that her area focuses 
on people's behaviour more than anything else - but asserts that this as important an 
aspect of science as any. "I am a player in health and the scientific community," affirms 
Akey. 



"US" AND "THEM" 
THERE ARE ORDINARY MEN, THEN THERE'S CHRIS MOONEY 
by kate jackson 

Chris Mooney is to science journalism what Mark 
Zuckerberg is to social media: brilliant, but as scur­
vy as a pirate. He may be one of Wired's "sexiest 
geeks", but for those of us who don't find a big head 
oh-so-attractive, he is merely a man with an ego and 
a microphone. Especially repulsive was the fact that, 
during his talk, Mooney referred to "the educated" 
as "us" and the scientifically inept, as he seemed to 
view the rest of the world, as ''them". The way he pre­
sented his information on the failure of America to be 
scientifically literate openly condemned, yet secretly 
encouraged, the very source of scientific apathy: a 
lack of curiosity among the public. 

The real failure may be of the educated to assume 
they know more than they do, and/or to use that to 
justify the simplification of information, Mooney ar­
gued. Most information that does reach the public 
regarding science has been so simplified as to be­
come offensive, he asserted. If all books were as 
"dumbed down" as Twilight, according to Mooney, 
people trying to learn would not read, as they would 
not be challenged. 

Doireann Herold, a student in Kate Seip's Citizen 
Science class, felt that "in the end he was just calling 
everyone stupid without giving any concrete solu­
tion". Essentially, Mooney suggested that it was bet­
ter to give a man a fish rather than teach him how 
to fish, because he wouldn't be able to fish without 
your help. 

If the fact that people are not reading scientific lit­
erature can be judged a scientific failure, it can also 
be considered a failure in literacy, which we should 
be much more concerned about. Do people really 

- not read about science any less often than they read 
on other subjects, and if so, could the lack of scientif­
ic interest in major newspapers be the cause rather 
than the effect? Sure, newspapers are more often 
used for Fluffy's accidents than they are spread out 
over the average person's eggs, but the thinning out 
of the print industry means cuts in all topics, and the 

boom of science blogging and websites may actually 
mean more science literature rather than less. 

A girl in the audience, most likely playing devil's 
advocate, threw off any ethos Mooney had gathered 
by asking in the Q&A section what he would say to 
someone who did not believe in global warming. 
While he seems to have mastered the art of snark 
himself, this hypothetical question was apparently 
lost on Mooney, as he unhelpfully responded with a 
spurt of antagonistic jokes that insinuated she was 
an idiot. He stated that, "if everyone was like you, 
we'd really have a problem", with a chortle. The 
speaker in question is actually a Science Scholar 
here at Bard who simply "wanted to bring him down 
to our level", observed Sam Prince, another observ­
er who called BS. 

Mooney rather seems to enjoy just pointing out 
problems without actually addressing them. Mooney 
is not incapable, just unhelpfully stubborn. Like a 
politician, he knows how to talk, not how to answer. 
In effect, what was gained from the lecture fell into 
two categories: what we should not learn (or, at the 
very least, should question), and what we should 
learn, even though it was not taught. One slide, 
which some students found particularly offensive, 
asserted that while you could be spiritual and be a 
scientist, it is an oxymoron to believe in god or intel­
ligent design and be a scientist. 

Mooney saw it as "our" duty, if not his, to educate 
others by understanding science and teaching it to 
them in a simplified manner. Both of these thoughts 
seem a tiny bit hypocritical; as a scientist you should 
be tolerant of others' ideas, and as a lecturer you 
should share knowledge. What was learned, even 
though it was not taught, was that people (i.e. 
Mooney) will not tell you what you are doing wrong, 
merely that it is incorrect. Ask questions, and if some­
one does not answer them, do your own research. 
That is real scientific education-the ability to ask a 
question and figure out the answer for yourself. 

THE BUSY SOCIAL LIVES OF CHOLERA · 
BONNIE BASSLER'S BIG BACTERIA 
BREAKTHROUGH 
by dylan cassidy 

At her lecture last week, Bonnie Bassler tried to con­
vince the freshmen class of Bard that bacteria are multi­
lingual and have the ability to communicate, contrary to 
popular belief. Starting of her presentation with a friend­
ly and warm aura, she proceeded to explain how the hu­
man is made of trillions of cells and are bodies are sur­
rounded by 90% of bacteria constantly, it is evident why 
her research is so important. Her research focuses on 
how bacteria use chemical molecules called autoinduc­
ers to work together and modify their behavior, known 
as quorum sensing. After giving an example of how 
squids use chemicals in the bacteria Vibrio fischeri to 
camouflage themselves by illuminating it's organs, the 
freshmen class was thoroughly convinced that bacteria 
are smarter than they thought. She cleared another bac­
teria stereotype in our heads, and that is that bacteria 
actually do more good than bad. Bacteria such as P. ae­
ruginosa, E. carotovora and V. harveyi exist in biofilms, 
antibiotics and all use quorum sensing as a method to 

communicate. "Bacteria are tiny, living in a big world", 
says Bassler. She did not want to delve into detail about 
the chemical process about quorum sensing, and made 
sarcastic remarks about chemists, implying she has 
a strong dislike for detailed chemistry. The scary part 
about Bassler's research is that bacteria can spread 
communication and develop new ways· to communicate 
and become stronger and more united in the process. 
Her goal is to use the research she has on quorum sens­
ing to be able to stop some bacteria from communica~­
ing and thus disrupting their spreading more efficiently. 
Although Bassler was difficult to understand sometimes 
because she of her fast paced information delivery, she 
had a friendly and inviting personality and finished her 
presentation with a summary of what she had explained. 
She ended her lecture encouraging students to pursue 
interest in scientific fields except chemistry which she 
jokingly mocking chemistry once again. 
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Top: Violet Primoff, '14, a High Falls, N.Y., native, 
teaches a Red Hook Girl Scout how to extract her own 
DNA to make a DNA necklace Jan. 15. The Girl Scouts, 
members of Troop 1021 O out of Red Hook, N.Y., earned 
science badges by their participation. 

Right: Huiyi Chiu, '14, a Subang, Malaysia, native, 
teaches a Red Hook Girl Scout the intricacies of chro­
matography, a technique used in laboratories to sepa­
rate mixtures, Jan. 15. 

Far Right: Bard College students Melissa Jarrett, '14, 
of Pittsburgh, Pa., and Dani Dubkin, '14, of Philadelphia, 
Pa., lead girls of the local Girl Scout troop through a vin­
egar and baking soda experiment Jan. 15. 



Above: Bard College student Dylan Han­
back, '11, shows the various tools his fellow 
Bardians will be using to make birdhouses 
and bat houses Jan. 15 at the Old Gym. "It's 
about learning to use tools and being comfort­
able using materials," said Dylan Hanback, a 
native of Red Hook, N.Y., "These are things 
you would use in real life. If you have a hole in 
your wall, you would use these tools." 

Below: Bard College student Andrew Peter­
sell, '14, of Shelton, Ct., prints a silk-screen 
design on a shirt during a civic engagement 
activity Jan. 15 at Bard College. Students were 
taught how to silk-screen the shirts, which go 
toward a student project where Bard's basket­
ball players run weekly basketball clinics for 
kids in the Hudson Valley. 
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NO CIT SCI WINTER WONDERLAND 
BARD BEFRET OF RECREATIONAL OPTIONS 
by lucas opgenorth 

When the class of 2014 arrived at the school for the first 
time in August, they had three whimsical weeks of L&T to 
romp around in the freshman paradise that was Bard's cam­
pus. Unaware of the luxuries of Manor House and the Green 
Onion, the students enjoyed the highest quality food that 
has been served at Klein Commons this year. On weekend 
nights, students gallivanted around campus, sipping from 
dented cans of PBR that had been gifted to them by the be­
nevolent Beer Ninjas, and migrating between massive out­
door gatherings at Tewksberry Hall and the Kruger Village 
Quad. New acquaintances were made, David Bowie songs 
were often sung, and when security eventually arrived, the 
crowd would simply meander away and find another spot to 
reconvene. 

Beginning January 5, Bard freshmen once again found 
themselves to be the only students on campus. However, it 
wasn't long before they realized that this wasn't L& T round 
two. The food served in Klien took a steep drop in both qual­
ity and variety of options, making it particularly difficult for 
freshmen to readjust to Bard food after several weeks of their 
parents' home cooking. Freshmen and PC's alike noted that 
this may be the worst food to come out of Klein this year. As 
was the case during L&T, Klein was the only dining option 
covered by Bard's freshman meal plan. However, Down the 
Road Cafe was open for all those willing to pay cash for their 
food. 

Without the Smog shows, Tivoli parties, and booty bangers 
that are often frequented by freshmen, dorm parties became 
a popular yet problematic source of weekend entertainment. 
The fact that several Citizen Science teachers were housed 
in Tewksberry led to security crackdowns on the popular 
freshman party spot. Numerous students were written up for 
noise violations and alcohol related offenses. Security was 
also reported to be instructing students loitering outside of 

Tewks to return to their respective dormitories lest they be 
written up as well. Many students who weren't so lucky with 
their security encounters were required to attend a meeting 
in which they were asked to assist in planning Bard sanc­
tioned events since several of those organized by the college 
were skipped by partygoers. This tiasco, and other broken­
up parties, further upset many students who were already 
frustrated by the Citizen Science program. 

Additionally, the snow and cold weather forced many stu­
dents into their dorms when the temperatures dropped. The 
area experienced two significant snowstorms that left a thick 
covering of snow around campus. Also, combinations of 
sleet and rain created a slippery ice sheet on many walk­
ways. While the school had experienced no blackouts at the 
time that this article was completed, the weather did shut 
down shuttle service for a day and force early closures to 
services such as the library and the Building and Grounds 
offices. Ken Cooper guided those on campus through the 
treacherous conditions with his always amusing "Weather­
Alert" emails. "Keep your windshield reservoir filled at all 
times-*DO NOT USE WATER*-use expensive cognac" he­
recommended in one. However troublesome the weather 
may have been for some, most students surely enjoyed 
the snow for sledding, walking out onto frozen parts of the 
Hudson River and gazing out the window at the picturesque 
scenery during Citizen Science classes. 

While the copious amounts of napping that were made 
possible by Citizen Science's lack of homework and relative­
ly unintimidating de facto attendance policy were enjoyable, 
many students found themselves saying "I'm actually getting 
tired of doing nothing." The return of the other 75% of the 
student body will be a welcome change to the sleepy en­
ergy that has been present on campus during the last three 
weeks. 



ICE COLD: IS BARD TO BE A POLICE STATE DURING WINTER?~ 
bya bardian 

Having been raised in the Southern comfort of central 
Virginia, I have never been very much of a winter person. 
Growing up I was satisfied with the chilly but manageable 
climate and some occasional snow. Before I left to embark 
on my college career my family and teachers would often 
warn me, as part of some "Get ready for college" prep talk, 
about the northern cold. But being an eighteen year old in 
the twenty-first century, I naturally didn't listen. It was not 
until my early return to Bard College this winter for Citizen 
Science that I realized the nature of their caveats. It gets 
pretty goddamn cold up here. 

That is the most noticeable part of student life in Citizen 
Science: the cold. Students find themselves adding layer 
after layer of clothing before embarking on a miserable trek 
to Olin or Kline. Students walking together were often not 
talkative during these journeys, and moved at a consider­
ably faster pace than usual in a desperate attempt to reach 
their destination and find relief from the cold outside. I like 
many other students am a habitual smoker and have found 
that getting my fix of nicotine has severely been effected 
by the cold. We smokers stand outside in a circle in the 
literally two degree weather, huddled in our parkas and 
scarves, and smoke our cigarettes heavily, though even 
the hot smoke filling our lungs does little to relieve the cold. 

FEELING SICK, 
COLD, FRUSTRAT­
ED AND BORED 
DURING CIT SCI 
by ;essie channel! 

3 
Although it would probably make more sense if we all just 
stayed bundled up in our respective dorms, an epidemic of 
cabin fever has swept across campus and students journey 
out into the freezing winter looking for any excitement. The 
Citizen Science student is all too familiar with boredom. 

seen a number of security guards sweeping through the 55 
larger dorms like Tewksbury and Keen and entering room 
after room, sometimes without knocking or warning, and ct 
going on a spree of scoldiog, confiscating and harassing. 

Citizen Science has brought out the impatient scholar 
in me; similar to the one I was in many of my high school 
courses. I find myself staring at the clock around 4:50, tap­
ping my foot impatiently in the hopes that by doing so time 
will move faster. The scheduling of Citizen Science is noth­
ing short of bizarre. The program was scheduled without 
weekends and with very few days off. This has caused 
the student to become disorientated and impatient, with the 
only relief available the routine "after hour activities." How­
ever there has been a noticeable campus wide increase 
in the presence of security. Since Citizen Science has 
been declared a "dry campus," campus security has been 
cracking down on student gatherings, often breaking them 
up almost instantly. There is wide range of magnitude to 
the police-like actions of security. For example, a group of 
about eight students can be in a room, talking and listening 
to music with or without alcohol and a security guard will 
come in, take down everybody's name and make threats 
of writing students up for ambiguous reasons. I have also 

"It all depends upon who you talk to," commented one 
freshmen. "Some security are unreasonable and on a pow-
er rampage. But others are actually really nice and gener-
ally concerned for your safety. They're just there to make 
sure that you don't die." 

Bard College has drawn much attention to itself by start­
ing the Citizen Science Program, and it could prove a revo­
lutionary reform in how science is taught in this country. 
This October, President Botstein was a guest on the Col­
bert Report and spoke about his hopes for the program, an 
appearance which drew much excitement from the student 
community. Yet as the Class of 2014, "the guinea pigs," 
how do we feel to be here? Some are too frustrated by the 
structure of the program to feel that the program has been 
beneficial. Yet others take comfort that this is an experi­
ence truly unique to their college and one day could have 
a very significant impact. They also take comfort in the fact 
that they are among friends who they can share the experi­
ence with and although we are pissed off, at least we're 
pissed off together. 

Want to win *$500* in under 2 minutes? 
Do you like Bard? Do you like making short films? 
The Office of Alumni/ae Affairs announces the 
*'2 minute film competition'* 
Details at annandaleonline.org/filmcontest 

While filling out the citizen science evaluation at the end •----------------------------------•• of the three week program, I realized I had not learned a 
single thing. I was tired, sick, cold, and frustrated and af­
ter sitting in class watching unrelated movies or debating 
topics that didn't need debating for six hours a day, I just 
wanted to start second semester. 

My teacher was nice so I felt bad in giving all aspects of 
the class a one on the one to five scale. I filled the margins 
with comments expressing my sincere annoyance at hav­
ing been taken away 1rom my friends and family to learn 
absolutely nothing. I had some hope for the program and 
actually I do believe that science is something everyone 
should know at least a little bit about yet our class lessons 
were so basic. I may not be a science major but I did take 
four years of honors and AP science courses throughout 
high school and that seemed to be the consensus among 
many I spoke to. Sitting on the floor scooping beans with a 
spoon seemed like an awfully elementary way of learning 
natural selection, something I'm pretty sure I actually did 
learn back in the third grade. 

I think the program could have been really great, and 
maybe could be great 1n the future, if organized better. Per­
haps the teachers could have some sort of plan from the 
school like during L& T where everyone was given the same 
binder and everyone was doing the same work. There was 
a textbook we all got at the beginning of CitSci but mine is 
still wrapped up since we never opened it during the pro­
gram. Six hours a day was unnecessary so many teachers 
let their students out after only an hour or so per session. It 
was difficult to make the 8:30 am lab time especially since 
the campus became solid ice for several days during the 
last week. I will say that the lectures were far better than the 
symposia required for first year seminar with the exception 
of Chris Mooney who got by on charm rather than actual 
intelligence and who actually insulted a student during audi­
ence questions. 

I hope for the sake of incoming freshman that the program 
is revised because doing hours worth of EcoBeaker is sim­
ply not worth their time. 

Q&A WITH MATTHEW DEADY 
interview by diana crow 

Matthew Deady, director of the 
physics department, was the only 
Bard faculty to teach Citizen Science. 
He's been at Bard since 1987 teach­
ing all levels of physics, along with 
First Year Seminar. He sat down with 
the FREE PRESS to discuss the pro­
gram. 

FREE PRESS: All the other Citi­
zen Science faculty members were 
brought in from other places. So how 
did you end up teaching Citizen Sci­
ence? 

Matthew Deady: I was involved in 
designing the program. I was on a 
committee of faculty that was trying 
to come up with a plan for a general 
science education program. When we 
decided that this was the form it would 
take, I felt like it was important for me 
to be in the trenches and see how it 
was working for myself. 

FP: So how were the trenches? 
Deady: I'm an experimental scien­

tist; I'm used to the first time being 
about what you couldn't have fore­
seen and keeping your antenna up 
and looking for student response. It's 
a lot of gathering data ... I'm not trying 
to be evasive. Trying to say anything 
definitive would be reacting to my 
initial feelings rather than something 
more reasoned out., .. Everyone came 

through it with sort of an amazement 
that we survived it. I think it's a real 
tribute to the students who took it seri­
ously and the faculty who brought so 
much creativity and energy to it. 

FP: Can you talk a little bit more 
about your involvement in planning 
the program? 

Deady: I was working with a com­
mittee of faculty members for two 
years to come up with something that 
would be challenging and worthwhile 
for everyone from the science-phobic 
student to the student who already 
knows she wants to be a science 
major. We were looking at several 
options, and we weren't really satis­
fied with any of them, but then the 
president of the college decided on 
Christmas Eve 2009 that the idea of 
an intensive January program was 
the way to go. So some of us stayed 
that January to try and flesh it out... 
Of course, we knew it would become 
the brain child of whoever we picked 
to run it, and then we picked Brooke 
Jude. 

FP: You also helped organize a 
community service activity where 
Bard students did physics experi­
ments with fourth-graders. So after 
that experience, what would you say 
is the difference between teaching 
Bard students and teaching fourth-

graders? 
Deady: The language is· different. 

The attention span is different. With 
the fourth graders, you want to give 
them the excitement of the activ­
ity and see that science is kind of 
cool. But with Bard students, what 
you want is to give them the things, 
the concepts, they need to fill in the 
blanks themselves and to go beyond 
just what you covered in class. 

FP: What were your interactions 
with the other faculty members like? 

Deady: They were terrific. I really 
enjoyed talking to them. I was really 
impressed with the energy and the 
creativity they brought to the pro­
gram ... Because they lived together 
on campus, they turned into a learn­
ing community of their own. The con­
versations I had with them were very 
much focused on teaching and how 
do you do better at it. 

FP: What kind of changes do you 
think there will be in the Citizen Sci­
ence program next year? 

Deady: I think we're going to find 
better ways of tying it all together, try­
ing more things that show more of the 
connection between learning science 
and bringing it outside of the class­
room. That's what I'd like to see more 
of. 
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CONTEXT 

E TALKING TO BARD'S CIT SCI FELLOWS 
inte(VleN by joey sims 

The Citizen Science Fellows were the four upperclass­
men charged, essentially, with two tasks: Making Citizen 
Science fun, and promoting civic engagement amongst its 
particpants. Not an easy combination to pull off. Nonethe­
less, the Fellows spent the fall semester planning most of 
the activities outside the classroom during Citizen Science, 
and then co-ordinated those activities throughout the pro­
gram. (They had no involvement with the academic side of 
the program. 

Three of the four fellows - Diana Crow '13, Liza Miller 
'13 and Stephanie Urugitia '11 - sat down with the FREE 
PRESS to talk about how their efforts went. (Unfortunately 
the fourth, Miriam Huppert '13, could not make it thanks to 
a huge snowfall that morning.) 

FREE PRESS: Who took on which responsibilities? 
Stephanie Urugutia: We all got certain jobs in certain 

sub-sections that we were good at. Miriam had the kid's 
science projects. Diana had the 'tech stuff.' 

Diana Crow: I had the blog. But nobody reads the blog. 
And I got Carl Zimmer to come. 

Liza Miller: It was mostly a lot of e-mailing people and 
, seeing if they wanted to participate in the different projects. 

FP: How much input did you have into what happened? 
Liza: All of us in our interviews had ideas which ended up 

happening. The idea of making beehives was mine. 
Diana: Stephanie organized everything that happened 

on the 15th [January, Civic Engagement Day]. • 
Stephanie: I think Citizen Science had a framework and 

we filled it in with projects and actual tangible things. They 
had an idea for a day where everyone would volunteer, 
so then we found places where students could volunteer: 
Habitat for Humanity, some shelters and food pantries, 
some animal shelters, things like that. So that's what I did 
last semester - I called a lot, harassed a lot, followed up a 
lot. That was the biggest chuck of it - just calling people, 
being put on hold for seventeen minutes. 

FP: Were those organizations enthusiastic, or skeptical? 

Stephanie: Some of the places had volunteer time com­
mitments which we had to work around. Thing is, [our idea] 
was a bit pretentious: 'Could we just come and help for five 
hours on one day of the year, for a special occasion that 
might not happen again?' I had a problem with it, because 
I volunteer a lot, and I think it's all about the time commit­
ment, and going a lot, and actually working on something. 
So I felt a bit bad doing it, sometimes. 

But I got a lot of good responses. Queen's Galley, which 
is a high-risk homeless shelter, they had never had a Bard 
student volunteer. And it's in Kingston. So many of these 
places had never had a Bard student step in. When they 
told me that, that made me realize - okay, maybe it's not 
so pretentious, if we can at least get a Bard student to walk 
in there, and give them the idea that they can come back. 

Liza: Maybe it's silly to volunteer for just one day. But 
hopefully the one day will form relationships with the com­
munity partners and make people want to volunteer, may­
be on a weekly basis. 

Diana: Some of my freshmen friends were saying, 'You 
guys should have this every other weekend.' Not on this 
scale, but it should be regular thing. 'Civic Engagement 
Saturday,' or something. So a lot of them do want to con­
tinue it and do more stuff. 

FP: Stephanie, you got stuck in Guatemala for some of 
the program, is that right? 

Stephanie: [laughs] Well, I'm not going to complain about 
getting snowed-in in Guatemala, because who's going to 
complain about that? Yeah, I could not get a flight. I was 
like, 'oh my shit. .. I'm the only one with all the numbers, and 
all this contact info. We are fucked. Saturday is gonna roll 
through, and nobody is going to show up.' Then I got here, 
but before I'd left Guatemala I got serious, serious food 
poisoning. So I got here and I was dying with fever. 

FP: What's your sense of how freshmen liked Civic En­
gagement Day? 

Diana: They liked it better than their classes. 
[all laugh] 

People would give 
me the weirdest 

looks. They were like, 
'Oh, there goes civic 

engagement girl."' 

Stephanie: I get the sense that yes, they did like it more 
than the classes. At some point they [the freshmen at the 
food pantry] were like, 'Did we do anything substantial?' 
And I was like, 'Yeah, they need young volunteers here! 
This is a small place but it requires a lot of work, and there 
is only two staff.' 

Diana: I think it varied a lot with the different projects. 
Like, Science Night Out [at Mill Road Elementary School] 
went really well, so the people who went to that really liked 
it. I think Science Night Out will be a TLS project. 

Stephanie: There were just a lot of projects. Civic En­
gagement Day, there were like 18-20 projects in all, just 
on that day. So there were just very few hands on desk, so 
that's why there was so much scrambling. But everything 
went good. There was a lot of attendance, and that was 
what we wanted. 

Diana: Nobody cried and nobody threw up. 
Stephanie: I threw up on Science Night Out. 
FP: Did you have a lot of problems with attendance? 
Diana: A lot of people would sign up and then wouldn't 

show up. But then other people would just appear and fill 
in the gaps. 

Liza: We were really worried that people wouldn't come 
out. But I think everything was attended enough. 

Stephanie: The only project that didn't have a good atten­
dance were the cooking classes that Chartwells did. rfiat 
was so weird. Because it wasn't something that required 
them to leave campus, it had to do with food, and it was 
very interactive. 

Diana: There were supposed to be 1 O kids, and only two 
showed. 

Stephanie: And I e-mailed them from Guatemala, telling 
them to go! • 

FP: There has been a lot of cynicism on campus that you 
guys have had to deal with. 

Liza: That's putting it mildly. 
Diana: People would give me the weirdest looks. They 

were like, 'Oh, there goes civic engagement girl.' But I think 
it's okay. A lot of people are cynical, but it's not directed at 
us so much. I hope. 

Liza: I think people know it's the first time doing a pro­
gram, so they're cutting us some slack. 

Stephanie: We also just have really dorky ass jobs. It's 
so dorky! 

Diana: Some people are happy. We got some of 'em. 
FP: What are your roles now that Citizen Science is over? 
Stephanie: My job is to graduate and find a job, or pack 

my bags and go back to the sunny place. [laughs) I don't 
think there's really much of a follow-up except a reflection 
of some kind. Other than that, we're just going to do a lot of 
work, write our 80 page papers ... 

FP: Return to normal life. 
Stephanie: 'Life after Citizen Science.' That's what Erin 

[Cannan] calls it. 
Liza: Pass on our knowledge to the next fellows. 
Diana: There needs to be two fellow teams, I feel. There 

needs to be an academic fellows team and a civic engage­
ment fellows team. 

Liza: Yeah! 
Diana: See, we're strategising for the next one already. 
Stephanie: Oh god. 
Diana: We should talk to community partners too, and 

see what they thought! We should make a survey for them! 
Stephanie: [looks at phone] I just got friended by my 

eighth grade social studies teacher. I love Mr. Portland! 
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FILLING THAT WINTER GAP 
] CIT SCI NOT BARD'S FIRST USE OF THE WINTER INTERCESSION 
~ by joey sims 
Q) 
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not finish until the end of June. Students and faculty also complained about having school 
during the baking hot summer months in upstate New York. "So there was a vote in the 
faculty to do away with field period," recalled Levine, "and revert to a normal academic 
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Many members of the Bard class of 2014 have complained about Citizen Science tak­
ing away their winter break. What they may not know is that, once upon a time, Bard de­
manded more of its students' than just three weeks of one intercession. For decades the 
college operated a 'Field Period,' a requirement that demanded that all students fulfill a job 
or internship during three out of their four winter intercessions. 

calendar." ~ 
After the field period was removed, winter intercession became what most Bard students 

now consider it - time off. Students are sometimes encouraged to pursue jobs or intern­
ships, and many travel abroad. Yet the five week break, while substantial, was too short 
for anything substantial to be accomplished. 

"No one knows about,• said Stuart Levine, professor of Psychology and Dean of the 
College from 1980-2001. Levine first arrived at Bard in 1964, when the field period was 
an integral part of the Bard experience. "All students were required to have three years of 
some form of work experience." To accommodate this requirement, the academic calendar 
was completely different. "We didn't reconvene until the end of February," recalled Levine, 
making each field period two months long. Field period was first instated by Dean Tewks­
bury, around the 1930s (exact dates are hard to come by). It was briefly cancelled during 
the war period, then was reinstated in 1945 and remained in operation until around 1970. 

Evidentially, this was a source of frustration to President Botstein for some time. After 
Citizen Science was first announced, Botstein defended it by arguing that the winter inter­
cession was not well spent. "If the January term were genuinely an opportunity to earn a 
lot of money, there would be an argument against interrupting it," Botstein said at the time. 
"But there is a lot of evidence that the majority of students are not [earning a lot]." 

The field period was designed to make practical experience part of Bard's educational 
experience. "We come from a tradition that believes work experience and internships are 
an important feature of an undergraduate education," said Levine. "Students did every­
thing. They worked in mental hospitals, they worked in jails. And it was not a difficult mat­
ter. Students liked it, and faculty loved the time off." 

Shades of the field period can be found in Citizen Science. Civic Engagement Day, 
which required all freshmen to help out locally for one day during the program, is arguably 
a greatly shrunken version of the Field Period. 

Whether Citizen Science is an ideal way to fill the winter intercession remains to be seen 

Practical considerations eventually brought down the program, however. Levine notes 
that students wishing to work in the summer were at a disadvantage, as the Bard year did 

- many remain unconvinced. But history suggests that from this college's perspective, the 
winter weeks are not made for relaxation. They are made for work of another kind. 

LOOKING BACK AT BARD'S FIRST L&T 
DIFFERENCES IN THE TWO SHED LIGHT ON CIT SCI SHORTFALLS 
byjoeysims 

The year is 1981. A young President Leon Botstein, ob­
serving a "condition of declining literacy" amongst incom­
ing freshmen, creates a radical new program. The program: 
Bard's acclaimed Language & Thinking Workshop. 

Nearly 20 years later, Bard's class of 2014 has just com­
Pjeted Bard's first Citizen Science program, another program 
spearheaded by Botstein and designed to address a national 
issue in education - in this case, scientific illiteracy amongst 
non-science college graduates. 

The comparison is not perfect; obviously the academic 
components are incomparable, and their scheduling and 
timing are not alike. The educational context of 2011 is also 
quite different than that of 20 years ago. Yet a lot can be 
learnt by looking at the experience of the past month and the 
experience of August, 1981 side by side. 

L& T was met with almost universal hostility by the faculty 
of the time. "Bard prior to Leon had been a pretty much fac­
ulty run school," recalled Bard's Ecumenical Chaplain Gin­
ger Grab, who taught L& T 1981-91. "[And] Leon hadn't been 
President for very long. So they were very hostile." No faculty 
member was willing to teach in the program, so it was taught 
entirely by outside faculty. "There was great conflict on cam­
pus," recalled Stuart Levine, professor of psychology, who 
was Dean of the College at the time. 

Students, on the other hand, were far less up in arms. "We 
never had a lot of complaints from students," said Levine. 
"The predominant feeling was not cynicism," confirmed He­
lene Tieger '85, now Bard's College Archivist, who attended 
the program. "We were willing to give it a shot." When The 
Observer first reported on the program, it too took a 'wait­
and-see' attitude. 

In the case of Citizen Science, student response was al­
most opposite. Students were (and many remain) outraged 
at the proposal. Many argued it would lead to burn-out in 
the freshmen class, that campus life would be prohibitive 
and applicants would be turned off by an additional science 
focus. The freshmen class attitude throughout the program 
remained cynical and unhappy. Finding a freshmen with 
something nice to say about Citizen Science was, by the pro­
gram's end, a very challenging feat. 

Yet faculty response was enthusiastic at best, indifferent 
at worst. Several Bard faculty were involved with initial plan­
ning discussions, such as physics professor Matthew Deady 
and biology professor Felicia Keesing. Deady signed on to 
teach in the program (others did not, but mostly for practical 
reasons). Brooke Jude was encouraged by her fellow faculty 

to become director of the program. 
The selection of Jude must have pleased science fac­

ulty, and quelled any concerns that a biology program 
would be created without the involvement of the biology 
program. Yet it also highlights a difference in approach as 
opposed to L& T. L& Twas entirely planned and organized 
by Peter Elbow, an influential academic who had many 
radical ideas about ways to teach writing. A recent book 
by Elbow, Writing Without Teachers, argued that the best 
learning happened through free-writing and removing the 
professor from the classroom experience. 

Elbow's ideas were radical, and many of them were dia­
_metrically opposed to President Botstein's. Regardless, 
he was hired to create the very first L&T, and allowed to 
bring in a young faculty (most of them in their 30s, like 
Botstein) entirely of his own choosing. "It transformed the 
way I thought about teaching," recalled Grab. "Now a lot 
of other schools teach writing in that way, but at the time it 
was entirely new." 

Yet the first L& T, like the just-completed Citizen Science, 
was still a first test run. Several bad approaches were 
identified in that first year, and then dropped. Students 

primarily studied Michelangelo's Last Supper - later years 
focused more on texts. Early morning meetings in Kline 
where the entire class did free-writing together were aban­
doned midway through the very first program, after Elpow 
decided they weren't working. 

Still, all involved with the first L&T recall it as an enthrall­
ing time. "There was a lot excitement," recalled Tieger. "It 
seemed to go on into the night." "The key word I'd use is 
exciting," agreed Grab. "I remember having a lot fun. We 
[the faculty] did whiffle ball while listening to Edfith Piaf." 

Much of the difference in the atmosphere on campus 
during L& T, versus the atmosphere during Citizen Sci­
ence, can of course be put down to the weather and the 
cold. But that is not the whole story. L& T was born out of 
concrete, radical education theories put forward by Peter 
Elbow. It is hard to find any such strong-minded vision be­
hind Citizen Science. The program's mission and style still 
feels vague and undetermined. Its goal is clear - to combat 
scientific illiteracy - but no clear method in reaching this 
goal has been found. If a stronger vision for Citizen Sci­
ence is laid out, next year's freshmen might show some of 
the excitement that this year's did not. 
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THE YEAR IN MOVIES 
LOOKING BACK AT THE TEN BEST MOVIES OF 2010 
by nicholas carbone 

The Social Network 
Aaron Sorkin's fast-paced techy script brims with intel­

ligence as an amazing cast of actors speak them while Da­
vid Fincher creates a cinematic tour de force. You may not 
agree with the film's adaptation of Facebook founder Mark 
Zuckerberg's rise to power, but you can definitely appreci­
ate its meditation on today's new social media and the psy­
chological power of the internet. Jesse Eisenberg perfectly 
embodies a man full of intellectual genius, geekiness, and 
misanthropy as he turns friends into a system. 

The Ghost Writer 
Roman Polanski's brilliant web of political intrigue and 

suspenseful allure allows the film to be intensely enjoy­
able. Pierce Brosnan gives an amazing performance as an 
ex-prime minister of Britain and Ewan McGregor plays the 
ghost writer of his memoirs after the first one dies mysteri­
ously. As the new ghost writer learns more about the prime 
minister he becomes more suspicious about the ex-PM's 
life and how he came into politics. Polanski's creates a 
dark atmosphere and evokes an increasing sense of fear 
and danger that accompanies a fantastic group of actors 
that include Olivia Williams as the PM's intriguing and sen­
sual wife. 

Inception 
Christopher Nolan's visually stunning masterpiece of sci­

ence fiction dreamery manages to be both a blockbuster 
action film and an intellectual adventure. The film is tech­
nically flawless as the characters display the complexity 
of their dream heist and the dark, disturbing past of the 
leader Cobb. The film contains a fair amount of ambiguity 
and excitement to make it much greater than your average 
popcorn fare. 

The Kids Are All Right 
Lisa Cholodenko directs this amazing family comedy 

about family and the difficulties of staying in love. The script 
brims with wit as you learn about the unconventional family 
and the kids' search for their sperm donor. Annette Ben­
ing and Julianne Moore shine as the parents who struggle 
to keep everything afloat when the sperm donor enters 
the picture. Mark Ruffalo also gives the film a necessary 
masculine-feel that helps to cause hilarious and emotional 
events to ensue. Overall, its a joyfully serious film that chal­
lenges the formula for a perfect family and wonderfully dis­
plays the temperament of middle-class America. 

True Grit 
The Coen Brothers turned out another great film this 

year by taking us into the western genre and display the 
dark, quirky story of a stubborn young woman (Mattie 
Ross) getting help from a U.S. Marshal (Rooster Cogburn) 
to find the man that killed her father. The film is enhanced 
by the magnificent performances by Hailee Steinfeld, Matt 
Damon, and Jeff Bridges who is as hilarious as he is dan­
gerous as Rooster Cogburn. Roger Deakins gorgeous cin­
ematography also gives a bleak and wondrous element to 
the Coen brothers' tensely comic script. 

Toy Story 3 
Pixar delivers yet again as they bring us back to the 

toys of our childhood to see what happens to them when 
their owner Andy grows up and gets ready for college. This 
magnificent sequel deals with the themes of loss, coming 
of age, intemperance, and love unlike any other film this 
year. Toy Story 3 deserves to the be the most commercially 
successful movie of the year because of how accessible it 
is while also being so complex. 

I Am Love 
Tilda Swinton is flawless as the matriarch of a wealthy 

family at the turn of the century in Milan who re-examines 
her marriage into the Recchi family when she becomes 

interested in another man. Luca Guadagnino directs this 
lush, elegant soap opera that layers on the complexities 
of this haute bourgeoisie family as it simultaneously falls 
apart through the forces of passion. John Adams powerful 
score sets the icy and explosive atmosphere of the Recchi 
family as they face changing times and fortunes. 

127 Hours 
Danny Boyle excitedly directs this true story about the 

resiliency of the human spirit during a treacherous experi­
ence. James Franco works wonders as a man who gets 
stuck rock climbing and must figure out what to do to 
survive. 127 Hours is technically amazing as Boyle goes 
through the physicaf and psychological trauma of the main 
character. 

Black Swan 
Crazy is one way to describe the film's main character 

Nina as it gets closer to the opening of the ballet Swan 
Lake where she will be playing both leading roles of the 
white and black swan. Natalie Portman gives a career­
best performance as Nina and brilliantly holds the film to­
gether as her character spirals into madness. I particularly 
enjoyed the way Aronofsky directed the early scenes with 
a flair of early Scorsese and his later more melodramatic 
scenes with an early Polanski influence that allowed the 
two parts of the film to differentiate well. 

Scott Pilgrim vs. The World 
The ultimate film of our generation. Pop culture refer­

ences abound as the film engulfs your mind into a comic 
book geek heaven and never lets you go. A cinematically 
dazzling and hilarious view of what a teen will do to win 
his heart's desire. Director Edgar Wright daringly creates 
a world filled with impossibility and gives us something 
sweet, genuine, and wildly entertaining. 
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1. Greenberg: 
Watch this movie if ou want to see Ben Stiller not bein 

Ben Stiller. mQVie:about real peo-
ple, withou "Wk"':u..,,,,.. layers of makeup, 
and freeze llywood substitutes 
for reality. G w movies l'Ve 
that's been a • 
stay funny at 

2. Micmacs: 
The latest movie by • Fhmch director of "Amelie" is 

charming and whimsical almost to a fault. What saves it from 
crossing the line into -sappiness ls its originality, creativity, 
and the political issues it (briefly) touches on. Bazil, a kind 
of French Charlie ~fin, sets out to take his personal re­
venge on a pair of arms dealers, with the help of his rather 
eccentric friends. 

3. Inception: 
Ok, this one's J1Nf-0f a shoe-in. If you've seen it you prob­

ably don't need any convincing why it's great, and if you 
haven't, you're probably not going to. But seriously, this 
movie has it all: a completely original, impossibly intricate 
plot, gorgeous scenery, and Joseph Gordon Levitt in a fist 
fight in zero gravity. Come on . 

.._.. __ ,_liilllllcd 

4.1 Am Love: 
This is one of those cases of lhe 1$8ding aott,r ~­

ing not just the burden of their role, but~~ 
TIida Swinton has obviously given this part her an, exposing 
every inch of her character's body and soul, and effectively 
learning both Italian and Russian, two languages she didn't 
speak when she signed on to the movie. Her hyper-dramatic 
performance as the struggling matriarch of a crumbling Ital­
ian family is not something to be missed. 

5. Winter's Bone: 
This movie has everything an indie-lover could want-a 

virtually unknown cast, super low-budget filming, and real 
locals from a tiny Arkansas town cast as extras. Jennifer 
Lawrence plays Ree, a tough sixteen year old native of 
Ozark mountains, in search of her math-cooking fa 
it for the stellar acting, the perfectly expressed drama, or the 
edge-of-your-seat suspense, but please, just make sure you 
see it. 

6. The Black Swan: 
A seriously disturbing and seriously beautiful movie. The 

storyline is trippy and convoluted, the cinematography is all 
black, white, and red, and out of all the well-acted characters, 
there's not a sympathetic one in the bunch. Natalie Portman 
plays a frail ballerina who, already mentally unbalanced, is 
torn apart by the stress of preparing for the infamous Swan 
Lake ballet. 

7. The Fighter: 
This could have easily become yet another cliche boxing 

movie-tough, soft-spoken hero, "insurmountable" odds, 
and a rags-to-riches plot, based on a true story. But great 
acting across the board, as well as the stark backdrop of 
gritty, 90's era Lowell, Massachusetts, make "The Fighter'' 
stand out. Mark Wahlberg stars as the gentle, hard-working 
fighter in question, Amy Adams is unusually un-sweet as his 
girlfriend, and Christian Bale undeniably steals the movie as 
his crack-addicted brother. 

8. The 
Another obvious "ttloice. ely fun drama 

century setting and tall-tale feel. The characters speak ab­
surdly formally, hardly ever using contractions, and, unlike 
say "Fargo" or "Burn After Reading," there's a funny sense of 
honor in all that killing. 

affl>ut Facebook's con oversial creation, it's very slick, 
almost'alrtigh . Each sti!5t is sly composed and 
executed, not one charac ast, 

feels almQil hyper-rei:t. 
• ' & orrythe 10. The Secret in Their Eyes: 

9. True Grtt: 
This revenge story" it has altthe bloo , s, 

Ok, I'm kind of cheating because this movie came out in 
Argentina in 2009. But it only came to my town last summer, 
and it's kind of amazing so bear with me. "The Secret in Their 
Eyes" is a brilliantly crafted thriller that, although it's hard to 
watch at times, will stay with you for days. It questions the 
idea of real justice, and keeps you guessing until the end. 

and black humor we've ~-10'&4180ciate with a Co­
hen Brothers movie, is also ~~ its1'lt 

THE FIVE WORST MOVIES OF 2010 
by nichotas carbone 

Sex and The City 2 

As a fan of the Sex and the City television show and first film, I found 
this sequel to be completely unnecessary and mindless. There does not 
seem to be much of a conflict going on in the film other than going to 
Abu Dhabi and having to spend some time there. Nothing really changes 
in the lives of any of the characters because the writers must not have 
wanted to change the happy ending of the first film, which begs the ques­
tion: Why make another then? 

Clash of the Titans 

I found it extremely difficult to get into the plot of Clash of the Tltans be­
cause of the lack of plot, the horrible dialogue, the bad acting, and the 
messy special effects. Liam Neeson looked absolutely ridiculous with his 
shiny clothing and the crazy creatures were plain stupid as the popped 
into the film. 

The Bounty Hunter 

This is one of the many stupid action-comedy movies that came out 
this year to tarnish the name of film. Somehow I watched this film even 
though I knew what was going to happen each scene. Gerard Butler and 
Jennifer Aniston have no chemistry as they continually bicker while ac­
tions scenes occur around them. Thank you hollywood for this assembly­
line action-comedy that I keep wishing to forget about. 

The Killer Inside Me 

Michael Winterbottom directs this psychological film noir that fails to 
keep my interest as he shows us the point of view of a killer. I cannot 
help but find the story contrived and banal as I watch the slow moving 
action of Casey Affleck's character. It's as if this movie has the capac­
ity to find the snorer inside me. I do not know how I managed to stay 
awake throughout this boring mess of a movie. 

The Tourist 

Sorry Johnny Depp, Ricky Gervais was right, your movie did not de­
serve any Golden Globe nominations. This film from the director of The 
Lives of Others decided to follow up his academy award winning foreign 
film with this clunker of an action drama. The story centers on a woman 
picking up a tourist as she hides out in Italy waiting for her spy husband. 
The film does not contain much action or much interest as Depp's and 
Jolie's characters get to know each other. The romance in the film is 
contrived and the actors involved in the film are wasted. 

----
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