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ATTN 
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[LOVE]LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 
FEEDBACK (AND A MANIFESTO} FROM OUR READERS 
Editors, Dear Bard, 

I must congratulate you on what Is most likely the best issue you 
will ever produce. It's all downhill from here. 

I love you, but there are some things I need to 
get off my chest as my time here wraps up. 

could follow the trend of some other good schools 
and not graduate students with an average debt 
load of over $20,000. And we could move those 
kids in trailers into real donns. I was also elated and totally unsurprised to find that I am not respon

sible for bankrupting the Student Government. See Travis, I told you 
we'd find that thirty grand somewhere. 

Finally, though most of the layout is crisp and simple, you have an 
annoying habit of laying text over a non-white background, as you 
did on page 13. I did not read poor Joey's article lnerely because 
the background gave me a headache. Is Tema still on layout? I 
thought we'd discussed this. 
Disappointed, lo~istance style, 

The cup thing at Kline - it has gotten pretty ri
diculous. I see those sweet, green and whtte bio
degradable cups everywhere, except, they don't 
look like they degrade very quickly. I've got an 
ideal Don't take the plastic ones out of KHne in 
the first place and then I won't feel like I'm cut
ting down a rainforest every time I get some Diet 
Coke. I know times are tough with this recession 
and all, but use a jar, then you can look like all the 

This campus is really dirty. I find it hllarlous that 
we're making a huge deal about reducing carbon 
emissions when we can't even pick up our own 
trash. The little picnic area outside Kline gets 
pretty gross sometimes, especially when some 
people can't walk 20 feet inside to put their plate 
at the dishwashing station. Don't be lazy. And as 
much as I love furry animals, I don't enjoy hav
ing to watch out for one of the Kline skunks after 
a meal of fried dough. Pick up your trash and 
those repulsive creatures will be gone. They're 
not cute. 

Rob Ross 
, other hippies around here. 

Editors: 
there. are. no. footnotes. In. newspapers. 
Travis Wentworth 

: I love the idea of Bard having an increased inter
: national presence. It's an important fdature that 
: influenced my decision to come to here. Howev
: er, I think instead of spending millions on Middle 
: Eastern educational partnerships, high schools in 
: New York, and new MAT satellite campuses, we 

Let's talk again soon. 
Love, 
Paul Jordan 

--------------------------------------------------------------------In Response to: "Illusions Gender, and Etrlf)O'Mrment In PaintbaH, • vol. XI, Issue II 
Paintball. How does this word make me feel? So glad you asked. For me, paint

ball conjures up images of presumptuous, condescending white bo9's who insist 
upon imbuing some sort of transcendental, metaphorical, and positive meaning on 
what is essentially a sport (a marginally less offensive and vastly more expensive 
versiOn of "Cowboys and Indians,• if you will) that caters to to the bored middle 
class. I honestly don't care what you do to de-stress, as tong as you aren't intrud
ing upon other people. Please, do expend your heterosexist angst in a deserted 
field. I understand how hard it must be for you, bearing th~ unbelievable burden of 
privilege. So paintball is progressive, huh? Let's break it down for a hot second. 

For starters, Dean states that one of paintball's merits is that it is not inherently 
gendered. OK, I get that However, that would seem to indicate that all other sports 
(and Dean's analogy places paintball finnly within the realm of sports) ARE gen
dered. Now sure, some sports, i.e. football and baseball, have had a predominantly 
male following. But Dean's comparison to sports with key players makes it sound 
as though he is referencing co-ed sports wherein women are regulated to Posi-
tions of inferiority. I'd like to point out that sports such as soccer, basketball, tennis, 
and f'!gby all have huge female fOllowings, and I might add, none of them involve 
shooting people with a big-ass mock gun. More to the point, though, women are'not 
regulated to a certain position in these sports. 

So, maybe what he's trying to say is that paintbatl is by definition co-ecf, white 
such sports as I mentioned above generally operate under male/female divisions. 
Well, if that's the case, perhaps he should have used an example other than that of 
an all woman's paintball team. 

This brings me to the crux of my desire to respon_d to his article. In said article, 
he stated, "People do things you never thought they had in them. The quiet book
ish gir1 will become a lioness, calculating and in charge ... The charismatic athlete 
will, to everyone's surprise, whine and waver until he gets shot." Come the fuck 
on. Honestly. So •quiet" and "bookish" automatically equal girl, while "charismatic" 
and "athlete• don, even require a pronoun because they are such obviously male 
characteristics. However, if a girl becomes powerful, she has to be calculating, with 
all that word's negatively charged connotations of dishonesty and betrayal. And oh, 
how terrible, the (male) athlete will complain and be unsure. Wait, if this Is a sport, 
aren't all the players athletes? The professional woman's team with whom Dean 
interacted is ~rtainty composed of athletes. Is he saying that they all have bookish 

alter egos? 
As fa, as their feelings on the game, did Dean ask them what they thought, or did 

he just decide that he was qualified to be the bearer of women's experiences? If 
he did ask them, I'd much rather hear what they had to say. Dean says that people 
see paintball as a reflection of male-domination and war, but that's not quite what 
I think. I believe that Bard Paintball Club as a specific entity is an excellent ex
ample of heterosexist male cluelessness about its own vastly sexist (and downright 
insulting) belief systems. Dean's article could have been something great, had he 
spoken to real, live women at Bard about how they feel about the club, rather than 
attempting to preach to us about why our beliefs are wrong, and overtly, why it 
wasn't wrong of Dean to maliciously attack clubs who actually do represent diver
sity at Bard during last spring's budget forum. This "111 teach you" style of bullying is 
really the root of my issue with Paintball Club's actions, and as far as women being 

. reticent to take advantage of the club's facility, maybe it's because statements like 
those in Dean's article create the very marginalization that he was attempting to 
debunk. Maybe the marginalization already existed, though, because I did a quick 
Internet search and found out that on the highest search ranked paintball forum 
on Google, members were ratioed 41.5 to 1 male to female. Reading more about 
female teams such as the one exalted in Dean's article, women tones generally 
reflected feelings of unwelcomeness, marginalization and frustration at (male) as
sumptions of their inadequacy. Just sayin.' 

So, maybe this should be an incentive for Dean to create a paintball club that tries • 
to rework all this fucked-uppecl-ness. I'd suggest he start by listening to women and 
their feelings about Paintball Club. And when I say listen, I do not, in fact, mean that 
he ought to barrel over them with an ill-conceived monologue about equality, and t 
"knowing how they feel." He has a legitimate chAnce to do exactly what his article 
purports to approve of, so it might be a good idea to try. 

In conclusion, lady readers, I don't know whether or not to tell you to go play 
paintball (when you'd have to pay that shitty fee in order to do so), but maybe these 
kids need to see women who ARE charismatic athletes, who aren't calculating, who 
are real, three-dimensional humans, not insufferable caricatures of male biases. 
But hey, you'll have to decide for yourself, because this shy bookwonn has been 
calculatingly in charge of the discussion for far too long already. 
- Karen Johnson 

------------~-------------------------------------------------------
We, an autonomous group of students, have fonned a semi-urban exploration 

society with the goal of producing a zine at the end of each semester. We enter 
abandoned buildings and explore them and their surroundings. We will be taking 
pictures and documenting our experiences in a number of different ways. Our goal 
is to visit a variety of different sites-houses, fanns, hotels, schools, hospitals, 
amusement parks-:- and check out what was there, who was there, and what 

.sort of function they once held. We are giving these places a purpose. They are 
giving us an opportunity for adventure as we peek into the past and the ruin that 
will someday befall our own homes and possessions. Ultimately we'll be able to 
recommend all sorts of interesting places to explore throughout the Hudson Valley 
for anyone interested in this type of incredible, peculiar physical history of the area 
written in rusting artifacts and abandoned livelihoods. 

A few weeks ago we got onto an abandoned property in the Red Hook area with 
a house, a farmhouse, and what we believe must have been an enormous chicken 
house. There were huge pieces of old rusted machinery in the farmhouse-really 
incredible pieces of unidentified metal, an old safe, and a bunch of other sweet 
shit. The house was the creepiest place of the three. The door must have fallen 

off long ago, because it was lying, overgrown, in the grass outside the house. We 
stepped over rotting stairs and went in. Most of the house was empty, save for a 
couch in one room downstairs and some newspapers and beer cans, but in the 
hallway upstairs there was a lone mini pink doll carriage on a sheH. In one room, 
there was all this bizarre children's toy paraphernalia-a doll stroller, a single shoe, 
pink lacy mini curtains, and a pink plastic horse. It wouldn't have been so eerie had 
there been any other signs of human occupancy. We decided that the fannhouse 
was probably last used in the mid 80s, because a room upstairs was covered in 
hundreds of newspapers, presumably used for insulation, all dating around 1983-4 .. 

We'll be going to mostly local spots, but with a rrttte luck we're hoping to stretch 
our ewloratlons elsewhere, checking out rumors of places in other areas-like the 
abandoned amusement park we hear is lurking somewhere near Simon's Rock in 
western Massachusetts. Why? Because by exploring these nonnally overlooked 
and/or ignored parts of the urban landscape, we hope to gain a fuller experience of 
the environment that has been and is being built up around us. Keep an eye out for 

, our zine at the end of the semester. Until then, we1I keep you posted. 

-anonymous 
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PRESIDEljTBOTSTEIN RECEIVES ACADEMIC LEAl)ERSHIP 
AWARD 
THE DI CTOR OF THE BARD EARLY COLLEGE IN NEW ORLEANS 
PROG AM EXAMINES THE DERIVATION OF THE COLLEGE'S SUCCESS 
by ste,:i'len tre e 

President Botstein was recenUy holtt'.eti, as a recipient of the Carnegie Corpora
tion's prestigious Academic teacnfr°ship Award. While there's a considerable traffic 
in trophies and plaques in higher education, this award is particularly noteworthy: 
Botstein is the first college (as opposed to university) president to receive this honor, 
and Bard is the first small liberal arts school (as opposed to large, moneyed research 
institution) to be granted the award. Moreover, the award follows a recent series of 
significant nods to Bard's work and reputation--including President Obama's en
dorsement of the Bard High School Early College. The widespread initiatives and 
commitments that earned a small institution such exceptional recognition are a part 
of what sets Bard apart from other schools: the college's extraordinary work in the 
public Interest. 

Bard has set in motion a host of satellite programs addressing social problems; 
while many of these programs focus on communities and issues outside of Annan
dale, it is important to note that they stem from the same institutional mission that 
frames the curriculum of First-Year Seminar, the standards and expectations for 
senior projects, and other administrative and academic components of the under
graduate experience on campus. The wonderful award from Carnegie presents an 
opportunity to study the anatomy of programming and social engagement at Bard--to 
ask how these distinct aspects of the college are connected and out of what shared 
academic and institutional mission they are formed. 

Several of these programs in the public interest are widely known on campus. 
Through the phenomenal, student-run projects of the Trustee Leader Scholar Pro
gram, Bard's student body is one of the most socially and civically engaged in the 
country. Dozens of vibrant projects spring from TLS every year and involve hundreds 
of students. 

Less visible from Annandale, are the host of programs that occur off-campus. Many 
of these programs seek to extend the academic resources of the college into non
traditional and socially, politically, and economically challenged settings. 

They include the Bard Prison Initiative, which enrolls incarcerated men and 
women in New York State in a Bard liberal arts curriculum. Over 200 students in that 
program--the largest higher education program in the New York State correctional 
system-work toward Associate's and Bachelor's degrees from Bard. 

Additionally, Bard's Clemente Course in the Humanities is among the most far
reaching programs promoting college readiness among educationally disadvantaged 
individuals. CCH enrolls students who haven't had access to adequate educational 
opportunities and offers them a rigorous and substantive liberal arts curriculum. 
Classes are typically held in community centers and public spaces; to date, over 108 
courses have been conducted in fourteen states, enrolling 2,380 students. 

Bard is also recognized as a pioneer in early college education, which asserts that 
many high school students can be more intellectually engaged and more academi
cally successful when offered a more substantive currlculum than is trad'ttionally 
available in high school. In two public high schools in New York City, Bard enrolls 
a $0Cially and economically diverse group of students In high school and college 
~ork. The Bard High School Early Colleges allow exceptional students to earn 
an Associate's Degree from Bard and transfer to a four-year college or university with 

two years of college credit. 
The success of BHSEC has led Bard to expand its eat1y college programming. 

In California's Central Valley regig). a third BHSEC has been opened. And, in New 
Ot1eans, Bard Col!Gge coursee'are offered at no cost to Juniors and Seniors enrolled 
in under-resourced high ~s throughout the public school system. 

Internationally, Bard founded the first collage of the liberal arts in the former Soviet 
Union; established, in partnership with Al Quds University, a teacher-training center, 
honor's college, and eat1y college high school in Palestine; and (among much else) 
developed, liberal arts programs at the University of Central Asia in Bishkek, Kyrgyz-· 
stan. These are not boutique partnerships in stable, well-financed countries. Through 
Bard's Institute for International Liberal Education, these initiatives represent signifi
cant and lasting contributions in severely contested and divided parts of the wot1d. 

Even if you never take part directly in any of these programs, their students are 
your classmates and your colleagues. The "campus· of your college includes class
rooms in Central City New Orleans and in East Jerusalem, community centers in Chi
cago and prisons in New York, where Bard students are engaged In education that Is 
distinctly Bardian, linked to your studies by shared ideas, cumcula, and people. 

This connectedness is a unique aspect of the college and something that all stu
dents can appreciate with pride. You're part of a college whose diversity of students
-Including prisoners, high schoolers, academically disadvantaged adults, and many 
others--is unparalleled among liberal arts colleges. That these programs have been 
so successful only emphasizes the connection between you in Annandale and Bard 
students elsewhere: it is testament to the universal significance of the liberal arts and 
sciences and to their universal role in developing effective citizens and thinkers. 

In all of its manifestations, Bard seeks to engage the link between democracy and 
higtier education, preparing students to contribute meaningfully to public discourse. 
We do this both intellectually-fostering critical analysis of social, scientific, histori
cal, and cultural narratives--and systemically, advocating for and enacting higher 
academic standards and more meaningful educational opportunities for students with 
limited access to higher education. 

It would be unfortunate if Bard were misunderstood to be an instiMion that de
velops special, "charitable" programs separately from the •regular and traditional" 
students and classes of the college in Annandale. Our off-campus initiatives are not 
some form of institutional volunteerism, undertaken to pay down the moral debt in
curred by all of our self-indulgent learning. However, persistent rhetoric in academia 
supports these unproductive visions of colleges as divided in purpose between 
general education and social responsibility: "service learning,• •avic engagement· 
These ways of thinking about education and society diminish and undervalue all 
aspects of the work of the college. 

This is true for a simple and fundamental reason: Bard believes deeply that ad
vancing knowledge in the liberal arts and sciences fosters tolerance and pluralism in 
soclety--this is an essential project no matter where the campus or who the student. 
With this in mind, all learning Is a service, all intellectual engagement is necessarily 
and profoundly civic. 

So congratulations to Leoni And to all of us--we earned it 
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STUDENT RIGHTS IN DRUG POLICY DIFFICULT TO 
DISCERN 
ADMINISTRATION DENIES INTIMIDATING STUDENTS 
by a/ex eriksen 

When it comes to understanding drug policy 
at Bard, little can be divined by the rules on the 
books. Much like the drug experience itself, a 
trip through the system can be confusing, fright
ening, and difficult to explain. For the fifty or so 
students who go through it each year, what in
formation comes to light does little to illuminate 
the whole picture. Like a cover-story, the drug 
policy doesn't seem to add up. One student who 
agreed to comment on the condition of anonym
ity told a story about "interrogations· and being 
"broken ctown• and forced to confess. Adminis
trators deny the claim but concede violators are 
subject to pressure. •Any conversation, even 
if we're trying to be supportive, will be a tense 
conversation,• said Assistant Director of Resi• 
dence Life and South Campus Area Coordina
tor Anthony Chefalo. "It is more tense than it is 
supportive, what we're obligated to do. We're 
advocating not to just that student but the com
munity at large.• The administration insists that 
their approach is for the welfare of students who 
may have serious drug problems. However, at 
the same time, it aggressively inquires after the 
source of illicit drugs. 

This begs the question: are a student's rights 
upheld in the drug policy? The administration 
invokes the Community Standard of Behavior 
Agreement, and the Facilities Use Agreement, 
which students must sign after admission. The 
Facilities Use Agreement explicitly condemns 
the use of illegal drugs, while The Community 
Standards of Behavior Agreement does not 
mention drugs by name. However, does being 
found in violation of either suspend the student's 
right to "be free from intimidation and physical 
or emotional harm" as stipulated in the Facili
ties Use Agreement and to live "an atmosphere 
uncorrupt¢ by discrimination, harassment, or 
intimidation" as promised by the Community 
Standard of Behavior Agreement? Administra
tors say no, but the one student interviewed for 
this story says yes. Other students who have 
been accused or convicted of drug use declined 
to be interviewed for fear of reprisals. 

All administers need to file a charge is a ru
mor. If a report reaches them of student taking, 
possessing, or selling drugs, they wm act upon 
it. Reports are made by Area Coordinators, Peer 
Councilors, Campus Security and students. 
Situations are handled on a case-by-case basis 
but will always have social probation, suspen
sion, or expulsion on the table. The student 
handbook outlines consequences: an apology, 
public service, drug counseling, etc. The ac
cused student is scheduled to meet with either 
Residence life or the Dean of Students Office, 
depending on the severity of the accusation. For 
the more serious cases, offenders can expect 
either Vice President Jim Brudvig or President 
Leon Botstein to attend. The student is then 
questioned about drugs and is asked to reveal 
her source. This is where the question of intimi
dation comes into play. The administration is 
determined to prevent drug trafficking on cam
pus but is it being too aggressive? The situation 
typically plays out like this: the student is offered 
a deal, which is to either reveal her source or 
face the consequences. Administrators deny the 
offer is used to pressure students or In any way 

violates their rights, but the one student inter
viewed for this story says otherwise. "It's very 
stressful; they treat you like a criminal," said the 
student. "They11 make you cry: 

•1 wouldn't call that intimidation. I would say: 
here are the consequences for the behavior 
you're choosing to engage in," said Erin Can
nan, Dean of Students. •we don't agree with 
your not telling us where you got the drugs. 
That's a violation of the Standards of Commu
nity Behavior.• Nowhere in either that document 
or the Student Handbook does it state a student 
must submit to full disclosure in the proceedings 
of a disciplinary action. The Standard!! of Com
munity Behavior contains some vague rheto-
ric about honesty but does not put forth any 
specific rules about drug cases. To the contrary, 
the Joint Statement on Rights and Freedom of 
Students in Appendix I, section VI, point B-2 
states that: •no form of harassment should be 
used by institutional representatives to coerce 
admissions of guilt or information about conduct 
of other suspected persons." That document 
however states that "In a case of any incon
sistencies between a College document and 
the Joint Statement on Rights and Freedom of 
Students, the College document will take pre
cedence. The Joint Statement is not a binding 
legal document.• 

The Student handbook, in the section "College 
Policies, Regulations, and Procedures" states 
that all students and faculty must: "observe all 
duly established College, local, state and fed
eral regulations.• Is a student then protected by 
the 5th amendment, which states that no citizen 
"shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a 
witness against himself?" The college is in viola
tion of that right by imposing sanctions when 
students fall silent, if disciplinary action can be 
interpreted as a criminal case. 

The drug policy at Bard isn't just confusing for 
students. Among administrators are disagree
ments over policy. "I'm not a DA, a criminal 
investigator, and nobody in this office or anyone 
in 00SO Is in a position to be negotiating with 
students," said Chefalo when asked about 
deal making. Ms. Cannan in an interview said 
just the opposite: "Yes, there Is a negotiation 
at every step of the way for every individual 
situation." The confusion doesn't end there. 
Mr. Chefalo said also he did not know what the 
College's obligation was to report confiscated 
drugs to the police or how the college disposes 
of what they confiscate. When asked how drugs 
are disposed of, Ms. Cannan responded, -We 
flush them down the toilet.• Director of Security 
Ken Cooper told the Free Press that he and 
Assistant Director Matt Moore dispose of drugs 
by flushing them down a high pressure system. 
Mr. Cooper declined to divulge its location on 
campus. The specific amount of drugs recov
ered and destroyed each year could not be 
given, only that it is a "small amount." Who's 
to say what happened if not only the physical 
evidence in a case is destroyed, but it isn't even 
documented? The college keeps no records of 
the who, what, where, when, and how of what 
they confiscate. 

The relation between the college and the 
police Is also quizzical. Police are brought in 

only when a student is involved with either 
production or sale of drugs. The now famous 
Gregory Schroeder case comes to mind. 
Schroeder was caught mixing drugs in his Old 
Robbins dorm room two years ago, prompting a 
police investigation and criminal charges. When 
personal amounts of drugs are confiscated 
the police are not informed. The administra-
tion has an understanding with the police that 
keeps them off campus, which allows Bard to 
keep minor offenses in-house. Administrators 
see this as a boon to students. "Who would you 
rather talk to? The police or me?" said Cannan. 
Beneficial for the students perhaps, but it again 
raises questions about the rhetoric found in the 
student handbook: "the College will not protect 
students from local, state, or federal laws. The 
College does not apply sanctions of the law, 
but it also does not ignore the law, nor does it 
stand between the student and the law." Stand
ing between the student and the law is exactly 
what administrators are doing and further clouds 
where the responsibilities of the college begin 
and end. The number of offenders-- but not 
their identities-- are given in a report to federal 
authorities each year. The Clery Act requires 
colleges receiving federal financial aid submit 
an annual security report to the United States 
Department of Education. 

Administrators argue that the ends of their 
policy justify the means. "What kind of interroga
tion or intimidation or fear is going to occur if 
somebody dies on this campus?" said Can-
nan. -Who's rights are we expected to protect? 
Someone who's breaking the law or someone 
who is uncomfortable with people breaking the 
law?" The administration then believes those 
who violate drug policy must waive their right to 
remain silent. 

The Student Judiciary Board, involved in some 
cases, is carrying out the same kinds of investi• 
gations, the administration said. Andrew Simon, 
Chair of the SJB, denied that assertion. When 
asked if he ever offered a student leniency in 
exchange for information, he said: •1 have never 
done that and never will. tt the administration 
asked I would refuse. That's not my job. My job 
is to foster resolution and to help students: The 
SJB handles on average a dozen drug cases a 
year and makes decisions outside of DOSO's 
influence. -We work with the DOSO, not for 
them," said Simon. Mr. Simon added that if any 
student feels her rights have been violated In 
any way, that she should bring it before the SJB. 

The way Bard handles drugs is not entirely 
transparent. Students can accuse 00SO ~ 
Residence Life of conducting harsh interroga
tions, and the administration can tum right 
around and say violators are shielding drug traf
fickers. It quickly becomes a "he said, she said: 
The administration operates on its own and 
without a system of checks and balances when 
it comes to its own conduct. The rhetoric of 
administrators and that of the student handbook 
seem to be at odds. Without strict guidelines to 
look to for policy, students will be left guessing 
what to expect should they find themselves in 
the hot-seat. 

• 
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SLI.GHTLY OUT-OF-DA~E BUT MODERATE,LY RE
. LEV,ENT ARTICLES 

GETTING AROUND TOWN 
LETTER TO STUDENT FROM SHUTTLE DRIVER BILL SZIGETHY 
Welcome Freshman and Upperclassmen to a new year at Bard College! 
I'm Bill Szigethy, one of the shuttle drivers at Bard. The first weekend nights: Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and others were a disaster for shuttle drivers and others waiting to get to Red 
Hook and TIVOii. Our jobs as shuttle drivers is to transport students to and from Bard as safely as possible. We need your help. Please be at pick up spots on time and learn the sched
ule. Times posted are departure times. Our other concern is overcrowding. Everyone seems to go partying at the same time. Please be considerate and patient. If the driver says that 
the shuttles are full, kindly wait for the next shuttle. We will do our best to get you to your destination. The same goes for bringing you back to campus. A reminder: absolutely no open 
containers on shuttle buses at anytime. We shuttle drivers depend on our jobs. Safety is a big concern of myself and the other shuttle drivers. I will continue to hand out reffectorized 
paint sticks to whomever needs them. They were donated by Williams in Red Hook and I put the reflector tape on them so you can be seen. Use them. It is very difficult to see you 
students at night. (Especially on 9G). I know the schedule and stops are different this year, but let's cooperate and wor1< together to make it a positive experience. And be sure to say 
hello and thanks to our other shuttle drivers: Tom, Stacey, and Ed. Please remember safety and cooperation goes a long way. 

See you out there, 
Bill 

GIVE ME BACK MY CUP 
NO, BRING A MUG LAZY 
by shannon ronas 

As Bard students, we should all 
have a very important number on 
our minds and it's not the number of 
classes we'll endure this year . The 
number is 350. For those who don't 
already know, 350 is the part per 
million of carbon dioxide that we can 
allow to have in our atmosphere in 
order to continue living as we do. 
Currently, we are emitting 389ppm of 
carbon dioxide, which obviously just 
won't cut it if we want to sustain our 
lifestyles. 

With a task that is seemingly so 
simple as lowering our carbon dioxide 
output by 39ppm, it is shocking that 
so many do not know what 350 
signifies. Reading this, you already 
have a good start in doing your part 
in bringing down the carbon diox-
ide level. That is because the most 
important part of 350 is letting people 
know about it. October 24 has been 
designated as the International Day 
of Climate Action. Taking place in 127 
countries, it mar1<s the most wide
spread instance of environmental 
action in history. This event is at the 
forefront of bringing 350 to the atten
tion of elected officials and ordinary 
people. 

One of the main actions that Bard 
has taken in acting for 350 has been 
to notify the U.S. Congress about the 
movement. Notifying the government 
is a crucial step in bringing our carbon 
dioxide emissions down, because in 
December, world leaders are meeting 
at the Climate Summit in Copenha
gen, Denmar1< to set a global climate 
treaty. 

In the upcoming month, Bard will 

participate in numerous events to 
put 350 at the front of the minds of 
students, faculty, and staff. The most 
prominent event being the Bard 
350 Teach-In, which will take place 
on October 22 in the MPR. Bard's 
Environmental Resource Department 
has seen to it that all Bard students 
have a way of accessing information 
about 350 and have an outlet to get 
involved. The BEAD website (www. 
insidebard.edu/berd) is full of both 
large and smaller-scale 350 events. 
Chartwells will be handing out 350 bio 
mugs and Bethany Nohlgren will be 
making 350 notebooks out of scrap 
paper. 

If you reader, are feeling personally 
stirred to get involved, (which hopeful
ly you are) there are loads of ways for 
you to go beyond the activism that the 
administration has laid out. Again, on 
the BEAD website there is a template 
to send a letter to New Yor1<'s Sena
tors Schumer and Ginibrand, or to 
Congressman Murphy. If you campus 
mail it to Laurie Husted of BEAD, 
Bard is willing to spot you the cost of 
postage to mail it to Washington. The 
350 website, www.350.org, is full of 
ways to notify your peers and your 
home-state's officials and how to fur
ther get involved in Climate Act Day. If 
you ever envisioned your Mure as be
ing as beautiful as the current life you 
lead, you should realize the impor
tance of what a higher amount carbon 
dioxide in our atmosphere will mean 
not only for you, but for the future 
generations that are currently doomed 
to inherit the Earth in the condition we 
have left it in. 

GREENMOBILE--COMING SOON! 
TRANSPORTATION AT BARD 
by charlotte ashlock 

Bard's share of the loot from Obama's Re
covery Act is half the price of a brand new 
eco-friendly hybrid shuttle bus. That's the 
good news. The bad news is, nobody knows 
the best way to use the Greenmobile. A 
recent controversy has pitted on-campus 
against off-campus students in a debate 
over the best way to organize shuttle ser
vices. "In recognition of limited resources," 
the North Campus shuttle stop was elimi
nated to save crowding and make runs to 
Red Hook and Tivoli more efficient. But 
what about the tiny conservatory students 
who have to carry their tubas and chellos 
from Fisher Center to Blum? Students suf
fering from this and similar inconveniences 
have been signing a petition to reinstate the 
shuttle stop. According to student secretary 
Chris Given, the petition numbered about 80 
signatures. 

Meanwhile BEAD is giving raffle tickets 
for a $25 gift certificate at Taste Budds to 
lucky customers on the 350th shuttle ride as 
part of the national 350 campaign. So take 
a ride to Red Hook and see if you win those 
free cookies. Of course public transporta
tion plays a vital role in keeping down car
bon emissions. Although Chris Given says, 
"We hear people are driving more now,"' Erin 
Canaan believes off-campus students may 
be driving less, now the shuttle comes con
veniently more often. "It's difficult for us," 
said Ed Schmidt, Director of Transportation. 
·we get some emails from students saying 
thank you and they love the new schedule. 
Whereas we get emails from other students 
saying they hate the new schedule and 
threatening to drive." An anonymous Tivoli
dwelling student testified to being "delight
ed" with the new schedule. 

Erin Canaan would prefer to maximize 
"academic" uses of the schedule; however 

she also recognizes that "non-academic" 
uses of the shuttle, such as getting people 
home from Friday night parties, are vital in 
preventing drunk driving. It is these party
goers which present the biggest challenge 
for the transportation department. "Some
times they have really big parties in Tivoli." 
says Ed Schmidt. "The driver goes to T1Voli 
at 1 :00 AM Friday and finds a hundred 
people who just left a party waiting to get 
on a thirty-seat bus. What's the solutionT 
Schmidt favors a ·stealth shuttle,• which 
would make unscheduled stops to pick up 
extra people during peak times. Although 
its Batmanesque name is appealing, the lo
gistics of paying for the gas and driver may 
prove tricky. Ed Schmidt dislikes the sug
gestion of using a cheaper student driver, 
since students are not trained to handle 
drunk and disorderly crowds. 

On the plus side, both Chris Given and 
Student Senate Representative Ben DiFab
bio say the administration is, "definitely" 
sensitive to student needs. Ben DiFabbio 
urges you to fill out the transportation survey 
his committee is putting together. "The sur
vey is our main muscle with the administra
tion," he says. They will present the results 
of the survey in a dialogue with Bard admin
istration sometime this October. Anyone 
interested in attending this meeting should 
contact Erin Canaan. However, as she says, 
"We have to raise 20-30 million dollars a 
year just to keep the lights on.· When mak
ing suggestions, students should remember 
Bard has access to limited resources. Ed 
Schmidt says glumly, "What people want 
from their shuttles is instant gratification," 
and he adds, "We can't please everybody 
all the time-- but we try." 



TACKLING CAMPUS ISSUES 
THE FP CATCHES UP WITH GRETCHEN PERRY 
fJ/ enrico {llft8. 

BarcJ College has a new head of Residence Life. The 
FREE PRESS sat down wffh Gretchen Perry and 
asked her about new residence life policies, housing, 
common space In Stone Row and Hirsch/Tremblay, 
and the drug/alcohol posters that have replaced the 
comment board at Kline. 

FP: To start off, what's your background prtor to 
being here at Bard? 
Gretchen Perry: I got my undergraduate and master's 
degrees from Shippensburg University. I wor1ced with 
Reslife there as an RA for three years. I was a resi
dence director (which is similar to the Area Coordinator 
here). I also wor1ced in the counseling center because 
my background Is in counseling and Residence Life. 
After that, I actually went to England for two years and 
did crisis counseling and volunteer wor1c there. From 
there, I went to Allegheny College in Maryland, which is 
a Community College. Basically, I built their residence 
life program. They didn't have one before. They had 
housing for two years but they didn't have a role in 
running the housing. They ran it like off-campus apart
ments. I didn't like how it was being run so I set up a 
system for them, and that's what I've been wor1cing on 
the last six years. I was also the crisis counselor for 
the entire campus. So that's a little bit of my back
ground. 

What do you believe to be the responslbllltles of 
Residence Life? 
I think in terms of what a residence life office should be 
doing ... we wor1c with on-campus housing and not just 
the physical buildings. What a lot of our peer counsel
ors and area coordinators are doing is giving students 
the education that they aren't getting in the classroom, 
but is a really vital part of their growth as students and 
as people. A lot of the checking in with students is 
done to help students grow and develop outside of the 
classroom. 

Last year's housing crisis was central to many 
students' dally lives on campus. How Is housing 
looking this year and Is there enough housing for 
everyone? 
Gretchen Perry: Oh yes. We have seventy or so trans
fer students (don't quote me on the exact numbers) 
and about sixty are living on campus. So, all transfer 
students are housed. All of the students that were on 
the TBA list from room draw have been housed. Part of 
this is based on the fact that Hudson and Catskill are 
here. I wasn't here last year, but from what I under
stand that was a huge conundrum. The office was 
being told it would be here and the contractors would 
delay [construction]. It was a logistical nightmare for 
everybody. The construction they did in Stone Row 
over the summer (based on fire codes) created eleven 
more rooms in Stone Row. That meant the kitchens 
went but the kitchens weren't up to fire code anyway ... 
and I'll be honest: I wasn't part of those decisions, and 
sometimes we get decisions that we are told to sort of 
deal with. We also have the Robbins Addition that was 
called the Graduate Wing. We are no longer calling 
it the Graduate Wing because we only had enough 
graduate students to fill two floors. What we've done 
is taken projecting seniors hand-selected by the Dean 
of Students Office that we offered some of that space 
to. It has been this big juggling process but we have 

flexibility this year, which is great. It's made it very easy 
when people say that they're upset with Stone Row to 
give them options. We're looking good. I'm not sure 
everyone is happy, but it's impossible to make every
one happy. 

I know this Is a queetlon with no clear answer, but 
how temporary are Hudson and Catskill? 
I think when the college is saying temporary housing 
one of the things they are waiting for is to see where 
the numbers balance out. There's been a lot of growth 
in the past few years. Also, do you build new residence 
halls until you know you can constantly fill them? 
Which, in this economy is not really conducive. I think 
they're looking at maybe five years. -remporary" is not 
a year or two. 

As for new policies, Area Coordinators have be
come more Involved with residence halls this year 
through more meetings and dorm activities. What 
was the thinking behind this pollcy? 
The Area Coordinators want to be more visible in the 
Residence Halls. They want to become more of a 
resource for folks-- which is what they are versus the 
people you go to when you get in trouble. Some of the 
ACs are definitely being more active in their buildings. 

Smoking In one's room Is now a $500 fine Instead 
of a $50 fine. Why the Jump? 
Last year, when the Fire Marshall came through, Bard 
College had a significant amount of fire code violations 
that caused a significant amount of fines to be adhered 
to the college. So we've been working to make sure 
that our fire code violations are down. I'll be honest: it 
didn't make sense to me that a candle is $500 when 
smoking in one's room is $50 when smoking in one's 
room is just as dangerous, if not more so. All fire 
code violations at this point in time have been raised 
to $500. It's a consistency issue, and it's meant to be 
preventative. Obviously, smoking in one's room is a 
major fire issue. 
Also, I don't know if you know about this or not, but 
we're organizing ... partially because of all the fire code 
fines that we got, we're organizing a fire safety day. 
We'll be smoking out Annandale House so students 
can experience what it's like to be in a smoke-filled 
room. A mock residence hall will also be built and then 
set on fire. Fire safety is a huge issue this year. 

As for Hirsch/Tremblay, the couches on the porch 
were taken out over the summer and residents 
were told they had to smoke cigarettes a certain 
distance away from the building. I assume this Is 
an adherence to fire code regulations ... 
Yes. Technically, New York State law is that you can't 
smoke within twenty feet of a building. We haven't 
gotten that far yet. We don't have covered shelters 
for people who smoke. The Fire Marshall had severe 
concerns with Hirsch simply because of the cigarette 
holes and bum mar1cs in the couches. Obviously, it's a 
wooden porch. 

Student Space Is a perpetual problem at Bard. This 
year, students have seen less common space due 
to the renovations of Stone Row and the condemn
Ing of the Hirsch/Tremblay porches. Is Residence 
Life aware of the lack of common space In these 

dorms and how It causes a problem for on-campus 
social llfe? If eo, are there plans to rectify this 
problem? 
We are always trying to think of creative solutions, 
because student space is an issue on any college cam
pus. I would argue that you still have the porches you 
just can't put couches on there. If you got wood chairs 
or not upholstered chairs ... obviously not college furni
ture. I could argue that you could still use that space as 
a gathering space. With Stone Row, I understand there 
are space issues. We are trying to find creative solu
tions to that. I'm not sure exactly what those are going 

1 to be. I understand people are talking about putting 
couches in the laundry room. Where in the world are 
you going to put couches in the laundry room? The is
sue is that other offices and the Root Cellar are already 
using the basements. So, yes, we are thinking about it, 
but I'm not sure of the solution yet. 
One of my goals this year is to make myself available 
to students directly in the residence halls. I'm trying to 
do one night a month in an area on campus where it's 
an open conversation about what the concerns are. 
Obviously, things aren't going to change overnight but I 
know that changes need to be made. I'm open to ideas 
and suggestions. I can't always guarantee that they 
are going to happen. Again, with Stone Row, we're left 
to put pieces back together. 

I've seen posters condemning drug and alcohol 
use both In Kline and many dorms. Is this some
thing that Resllfe put together? 
The counseling center asked us to post them. We obvi
ously posted those because we want our students to 
be safe. 

Do you believe It to be effective In curbing drug 
and alcohol usage? 
That's a loaded question. I think education is effective. 
Posters can be a form of education. I think most effec
tive is students and good peer pressure for responsible 
use or non-use. This is especially when we're talking 
about drugs because they are illegally and incredibly 
detrimental. We have a responsibility to enforce and 
abide by the laws. 

Since I've been here as a Freshman, I've heard 
Leon Botsteln give countless speeches on per
sonal responslblllty. With that being said, and 
with Leon views strong, do you belleve It to be the 
reeponslblllty of Residence Life to take a stance on 
drug and alcohol use? 
I think Leon takes a stance on that. From what I've 
heard of Leon speaking with the First Year class, he ac
tually takes a stance on the fact that it's illegal and it's 
not healthy for your mind, which is what Bard College 
is all about. I think the college has this responsibil-
ity in some ways. I will say that from wor1cing at other 
colleges (community and private), Bard students have 
a lot more freedom and a lot more flexibility than any 
other place I've ever wor1ced. You are given freedom to 
make mistakes, learn from those mistakes, and have 
conversations about those mistakes. You are also 
given opportunities to continue to grow. I do think the 
college has that responsibility. We have to. If you are 
abusing alcohol and drugs, how successful are you 
being? 



(II INTERVIEW WITH A CLUB HEAD 
TOM CRUISE LOOKS HILARIOUS IN THAT MOVIE WITH THE SIMILAR TITLE 
by adena. riv€Ya-dundas 

• With so many eventsldanceslspeakersAundraiserslparties 
on campus, it's easy to lose track of the students behind 
It all. Each issue we11 sit down with two different students 
and see what it is to be a Club Head. This issue Ben Bath, 
founder and head of the Bard Shapenote Singing Society, 
and Paul King, editor-in-chief of Lux literary magazine, 
talked a bit about what their respective clubs do on cam
pus. 

Bard Sbapenote Singing Society 
FP: Could you describe your club? 
Ben Bath: Well, it's a community singing group open 
to anybody, of some or no musical ability, doesn't really 
matter: we teach them all the music there. It's a group 
designed to facilitate communal singing, and to do that 
we use a very particular tradition of music. It's a uniquely 
American tradition called Shape Note Music, sung out of a 
book called The Sacred Harp, which has been in circula
tion for 160 years. It uses music that's even older than 
that: a unique notation system developed in England in 
the 16th century that carried over to the colonies, used to 
teach rural people how to read music throughout the 18th 
century and the 19th century. The tradition has continued 
into the 20th century. So, we're singing some of the oldest 
music in America. 

How does It sound? 
It's a very fiery kind of music, a Capella, no instruments. 
It's a sing-at-the-top-of-your-lungs kind of music. our 
group sings from this particular tradition aimed to teach 
people who have never done any kind of singing before 
how to sing with confidence in four part harmony. The 

group has two basic principles, one is to promote commu
nity singing in general, and the second is to promote this 
very particular, traditional American folk hymnody. 

How many people sing with you? 
We technically have upwards of 35 people who partici
pate. On a given day we may have anywhere from eight 
to twenty. Sometimes twenty-two. 

And what would you say Is the Ideal number? 
Oh, as many as possible. You can have a good, solid 
singing with eight people, but you can have an even better 
singing with twenty-eight people. So, the more participa
tion the better time we have. 

The Shape Note Singing Society meets every Sunday 
at 3:00 pm in Bard Hall. New members welcomed and 
encouraged every week. 

Lux Literary Magazine 
FP: How long has Lux been around? 
Paul King: Around five years, in its magazine form. 

And what was It before Its magazine form? 
Well, rumor has it that it was an erotic fiction and bond
age enthusiasts club that then branched into Verse Noire, 
which was for submitted erotic fiction and the like. Soon 
after that, the magazine became an all purpose literary 
magazine, shedding its darker associations. To represent 
this change we changed the name to Lux In 2008. 

How big Is the staff of Lux? 
Right now, the staff only consists of three people due 
to graduating seniors. We're beginning the process of 
looking for new people literally as we speak. Historically 
Lux has had a very small staff, maybe one or two people 
per department. I intend to increase that number to at 
least three people per department (poetry, prose, art and 
design) making the change-over process easier between 
each year and generation. Keep an eye out for announce 
emails detailing the interviews. 

What would you say Lux brings to Bard? 
Lux is the oldest student-run literary magazine on campus 
dedicated to student submissions. We strive to give 
relevant feedback and criticism to everybody who submits 
to the magazine, regardless of whether or not their pieces 
end up printed. 

And what Is Lux up to now? 
Well, look around for our spring issue of 2009, which due 
to some difficulties with the printer, is only now being 
sprinkled around campus. We intend to have the fall 
issue out sometime in December. For the entire month 
of October we will be accepting any and all submissions 
of poetry, fiction, non fiction, art, be it photo, watercolor, 
drawing, stenotype, game theory, new ideas for our fall 
line of clothing. Rocks in a bag. E-rocks in a bag. 

To submit or to express interest in being on staff, email 
lux.bard@gmail.com. Submissions accepted between 
1011 and 10131. 

SAY WHAT? YOU WANT ME TO PAY WHAT FOR WHAT? 
$52,000 TUITION+ $100 CAR REGISTRATION FEE 

, J8K$ stortini 
At over $52,000, Bard is one of the most expensive colleges in the country. Isn't the car 
registration fee of $100 a bit preposterous, especially when safety Is the primary concern 
of registering a vehicle, money secondary? 
On Tuesday and Wednesday, September 29 and 30, tow trucks were on campus to park 
student vehicles that were either parked illegally or not registered. This caused chaos 
and disorder among the few students who did not pay or perhaps refused to pay the fee 
to register their car-a topic of great agitation and discussion on campus. al don't want to 
paint everybody with the same paintbrush, but there are always a few who make an up
rising about the fact that the college charges those students who bring a car to campus 
a registration fee of $100, • says Matthew Moore, Assistant Director of Security. Bard is 
one of the last colleges to partake in this initiative. Just last year, "the school first began 
charging first-year students," says Moore, who also says the fee is a result of security's 
need for: "being able to identify and distinguish between cars that belong on campus and 
those that do not." 

So, WHERE does the money go? 
The car registration fee is put into a -green fund"-an account fund used to agreen" the 
campus. With $8,000 in last year's funds, the college purchased an electric cart, and a 
number of electric bikes. So far this year, 500 cars have been registered; at $100 each, 
this adds up to $50,000. This year's funds are going to be used to help meet Bard's 

obligations in the ARRA grant. Laurie Husted, Bard's Environmental Resources Aucfrtor, 
says that the college has requested funds for •a new hybrid electric diesel bus, electric 
vans, one to two Priuses, and another electric cart. "You can see we're still far short of 
the needed money, but Bard is going to come up with the difference somehow,• Laurie 
added. •1t•s great to have the registration money, however small." It enables the college 
to stride for change, especially in this economic crisis as college endowments plunge. 

Is this REALLY all that necessary? 
Many students who have cars don't use them as a necessity-as a way to get around 
campus. Rather, they're used as a convenience: as a means to get to places nearby 
where the shuttle does not go, when the schedule is inconvenient, or as a way to get 
home on the weekends easily. Moore said the main point of the registration fee is safety. 
If someone has financial difficulties, he says there's a way around it. •tt someone has 
their car here for a few weeks, I might just ask them for $10. If they really have financial 
difficulties, there's a waiver." 
In comparison to other aspects of energy consumption on campus, transportation emis
sions are minimal; only 545 of Bard's 16,500 tons of green house gas emissions are as
sociated with transportation. The biggest carbon emitter--the buildings and their energy 
used--purchase electricity at 7,600 tons and stationary combustion at 5,700 tons, totaling 
up to 13,300 tons. Perhaps this is where change should really be sought 



CYCLIST BROOKS WAR 
THE MAN, THE MYTH, THE MOUSTACHE 
/:Jy pemy ()(MK 

FP: I'm here with Brooks Ward In his beautiful studio. 
How are you digging this so far? 
Brooks: It's been awesome. I basically live here;this is 
like my living room. 

So first off, I see you got a lot of "Blade" magazlnee. 
What do you plan to do with these? They're llllrally 
Just plcturN of knives. 
Well, the original idea was I was going to cut out all the 
knives and wallpaper my roolft or somelhfng. but It's jult 
something that amuses me. 

So word on the street Is you'M on alt theN bike 
teams that don't usually haw too aany ollW racent. 
What teams are you on? How many .. ._., 
Last year I was the mountail'I bike team. I was the~ 
cross team. I was the track racing team, and I was, like, 
haH the road racing team. 

You were the team? 
I was the manager, the rider; the driver, and the food pre
parer and everything. 

Have there been other people on these teams In the 
past? 
Yeah. Jonathan Raye is the other big part of the competi
tive cycling world at Bard--he's been racing for years. It's 
basically just me and him. Eve~ pretty much gradu
ated or went to other schools and stuff. I'm the only one 
that's stayed here for the last four years, except for John, 
but he's got a bum knee so he's dofrtg more casual stuff 
now. 

So, Just you this sames· r? 
Yeah, l'.m gonna do a co a things. I don't think I'm 
gonna have tons of time. I ve been doing a lot of projects 
and it's hard to drive three hours to race for an hour then 
drive back. 

Cool. And so about these teams? 
It's kind of a weird world, the competitive cycling world, 
because it's really expensive, you know; you have to buy 
a very expensive bike to start off and you go through a lot 
of food and equipment. It's easy to spend a huge amount 
of money on it, which is why there are so many doctor and 
lawyer types that race. I did some races this summer in 
DC and there were guys with single wheels that cost more 
then my entire bike, just because can they can afford it. 
Because they have real salary jobs and everything. 

So, as an artist, then do you hope to continue this In 
the future? Or will this sorta be It? 
I don't know. l'Ve been getting out of the racing a little bit 
and more and more just into the casual riding. The racing 
scene is great in college but it doesn't really go much 
further then that. It's just like playing fantasy football or 
something when you get older. 

What's wrong with fantasy football? 
It's like you're not really doing anything. It's just like living 
out your fantasies and pretending you're Lance Armstrong 
or something. 

Of those four different types of race, what was your 
favorite? 
My favorite was cyclo-cross. It's a combination of moun
tain biking and road racing. It's like grass track racing, 
where you have a bike with big road wheels but knobby 
tires and you're riding in the grass ·and a little bit of single 
track in the woods, and there are barriers that you have 

to get off your bike carry your bike over then get back on 
your bike. Sometimes steps and really steep hllll eorne
times you haw to nm up with your bike ow,r your lhoui. 
der. That's my. favorite because they're really lhart...., 
lllce 45-minute races, Md It's a really good IOln8 n 11'1 
epectalor friendy because It's amall C0Ul'NI that you can 
see a lot of attion, and 1here's fantaltie craahel Ind &luff 
like 1hat 

You ..... out? 
Yeah, ther9 wa this one race where you're ooming down 
the side of a hill, but you're coming parallel to the slope 
but then had a kind of 180 degree tum. Every time I did 
that I'd wipe out. It was actually faster then It was to try 
to ride the whole thing. Everyone was watching there 
because it was where everyone was crashing. It was 
wet and muddy and so It was just getting chewed up and 
chumed. Everyone was laughing, because I'd come bar
reling in, wipe out, and then get back on my bike for like 
four laps. The best cross race though was one In New 
Jersey that had the "Amphitheatre of Pain: It was In a 
park and there was a band shell and an amphitheatre you 
had to run up two foot concrete blocks with your bike after 
riding really hard. And there was like a 100 yard section of 
beach you had to ride, just all sand. 

Seems llke the only thing missing Is archery or fight
Ing a bear ... 
Yeah, it's awesome1hough. There's tons of beer at the 
end of it. Really big kind of happy scene. Lots of oom
radary. At the Ampitheater of Pain race, there was a guy 
from a different school that I'm friends with who didn't 
have a bike and Just went around asking people if he 
could borrow a bike and someone was just like, "Yeah 
sure you can borrow my spare.~ [At] one [race] in Albany 
there was a potluck where they had bear chill. 

In a given week how many damsels In distress do you 
tie tO' railroad tracks? 
Not many. 

Ok, just checking. So the bike co-op got money. I saw. 
We got about three grand. 

Nice. How can that benefit me? 
Well, we just went to Woodstock today to Overlook Moun
tain Bikes, which is kind of our sponsor shop and placed 
a huge order of parts like, hundreds and hundreds of tires 
and tubes and lubricant and brake pads and all the basic 
stuff you need to tune up a bike. We provide the space, 
the tools and the knowledge to help you fix up your own 
bike basically or to build up a bike from scratch. We have 
the same facilities as a small shop that has a loyal cus
tomer base of 1600 people, but we don't charge anything 
for anything. And we help everyone do their own work, 
so as opposed to just getting a working bike out of It, you 
learn something and get a working bike you can keep 
working for longer. 

Good deal. If you were In a bike gang, what would 
.)'Our position be and what would you want as your 
weapon? 
If I was in a bike gang I'd want it to be a tall bike gang, like 
the one Aaram rides or maybe a tandem bike gang. Then 
I'd want to be the person piloting the tandem, and then I'd 
have someone on the back with like a baseball bat or. a 
shovel or something. 

Word. Why do you love bikes so much In general? 
Well I didn't really get into it at all until I got here. I had my 

old Schwinn mountain bike from wnen I was like twelve, 
and I rode into Red Haak on it and Mlized I needed a 
road-bike to get around, IO I bought a toad bike in Kings
tin and rode the hll out of II and ]ult fell in love with it. 
Riding around hlr9 II baeullful; the roads are decent, the 
paople .. OK, and the IIDlf18l'Y Is great. As ppposed to 
•• DC, rtclng In DO.._ where there were inter
....,. things to Ne, Mil I wouldn't call il IJlllnery. And the 
romll wae aalUlly awful And h drlvars were terrible. 

..... 
of Ila biking J do is 

PllfUU91-. .... llln .. Ride to the beer . ride 
to ' Hook. ride to 
I've actually been hawlnga ._,ane...., ing to 
go out for a 1hree-hou' rtde _,,_fat 8D or some-
thing. I don~ WMI to. Ill nlahl, though, is the 
most fun thq In 1118 WOltd • tr• really rk 

aroundher9andtdlll'I 1111d -•· 

So,, ............ _..,..,, 
Yeah, and ... loek llllll .. tiny puppy. 

Oh that's a cule ... .._ .... la IIMlt? 
Looks like a collie but rnnlature. 

Um ... Cool, Um what perc:mlage of bikers do you think 
are Just DUI students? 
Tell tale signs as to who rides a bike because they're no 
longer able to drive: it's like a Target or Walmart mountain 
bike, full suspension really shitty so when you pedal you 
bounce up and down, and they're pedaling in a really low 
gear so their feet are moving really fast, but they're going 
like three miles an hour. 

Anything else In general? 
So if you're gonna write an article on--

That's what I'm going to do-
Make sure that people know the bike co-op Is a coopera
tive and not just a place to go in and steal tools and trash 
because we have a really dedicated group of people 
spending a lot of time there. • 

OK. Thanks a lot man. 

THE BIKE CO-OP IS A COOPERATIVE (NOT A PLACE 
TO STEAL TOOLS) IT IS OPEN 24'7, WITH ACCESS 
TO ALL TOOLS AND INSTRUCTIONAL BOOKLETS, 
A DEDICATED GROUP OF PEOPLE ARE THERE TO 
HELP FROM 12-2 SATURDAY AND 5-7 MONDAY AND 
TUESDAY. OTHER HOURS BY RANDOM CHANCE IF 
BROOKS OR ANYONE ELSE HAPPENS TO BE WORK
ING IN THERE. 

JONATHAN RAYE LEADS CASUAL BIKE RIDES SAT
URDAY AT 1 0:OOAM STARTING BEHIND THE BIKE 
CO-OP. 

FREE PRESS Inside Scoop: 
Hey Brooks what happened to your face? 
I worked In DC all summer and went to the bar and had 
some beers, and the last thing I remember was walking 
out my friend's front door at 1 :30 AM. Then I woke up at 
8:30 the next morning in Washington Hospital with hut;Je 
gnarty wounds. I looked like hamburger for several weeks. 
I would highly recommend not getting hit by a car. 



YOU GET WHAT YOU VOTE FOR 
AND YOU VOTED FOR OBAMA, RIGHT? 
by brian ehrenpreis • 

On July 9th, 2008, during a busy news cycle of presidential election 
jockeying, the Senate of the United States passed the FISA Amend
ments Act. FISA was the name of the act passed in 1978 that es
tablished the FISC court. The FISC is a "secret coutt:• its hearings 
are closed to the public, and while records of the proceedings are 
kept, these records are not available to the public. Due to the classi
fied nature of its proceedings, only government attorneys are usually 
permttted to appear before the FISC. Previously, the FISC court dealt 
primarily in surveillance requests and wiretapping, and it was exceed
ingly rare for any FISA warrant request to be turned down by the 
court. Through the end of 2004, 18,761 warrants were granted, while 
just five were rejected. Fewer than 200 requests had to be modified 
before being accepted, almost all of thefn in 2003 and 2004. The five 
known rejected requests were all from 2003, and all were granted 
after being resubmitted for reconsideration by the government. 

The FISC was a highly dubious judicial body in 1978 and remained 
so under the presidency of George W. Bush. A court that essentially 
granted nearty every single request for spying that passed through 
its offices was, apparently, too much oversight for the Bush admin
istration to handle, and so FISC oversight was simply ignored, farci
cal as that oversight was to begin with. As ridiculous as it seems to 
flout a law that exists only to uphold whatever the executive branch 
wants in tenns of spying, there was indeed a method in the mad-

ness. Because of the nature of the FISC court, only surveillance and 
wiretapping petitions for individuals could be presented. Bush could 
claim that he needed to tap a single individual but not that he would 
like to monitor all those In a certain geographic area or any sert of 
diffuse network or political group (such as was possible with COIN
TELPRO and the TOTAL INFORMATION AWARENESS PROGRAM 
run through the little known IAO office established by DARf!A). Bush 
ignored the FISC court, because it. wasn't built for the type of informa
tion infrastructure he wanted: he needed a dragnet, not a fishing line, 
and so he illegally used the telecom companies to spy on American 
citizens without any warrant to do so. 

I say that Bush did this illegally; for it was illegal at the time, yet 
this is no longer the case. The passage of the aforementioned 
FISA Amendment Act of 2008 changed all that. Under Section 
222 of the Communications Act, first passed in 1934, telephone 
companies are prohibited from giving out information regarding 
their customers' calling habits: whom a person calls, how often 
and what routes those calls take to reach their final destination. 
Inbound calls, as well as wireless calls are also covered. The fi
nancial penalties for violating Section 222, one of many privacy 
reinforcements that have been added to the law over the years, 
is extremely severe. The Federal Communications Commission, 
can levy fines of up to $130,000 per day per violation, with a cap of 

$1.325 million per violation. In December, T1Je New York Times 
revealed that Bush had authorized the NSA to wiretap, without 
warrants, international phone calls and e-mails that travel to 
or from the USA. The following month, the Electronic Frontier 
Foundation, filed a class-action lawsuit against AT&T. The law
suit accused the company of helping the NSA spy on U.S. phone 
customers. • 

All of these administrative acts are, and were, unconstitutional. 
The only problem is that they are now legal because of the pas
sage of the FISA Amendments Act, a bill voted for by then Sena
tor Barack Obama. That Barack Obama's voted in favor of the 
passage of the FISA Amendments Act is telling, for the bill not 
only made it impossible to understand the extent of the Bush 
administration's crimes by granting retroactive immunity to the 
telecommunications companies, it also added new methods 
of surveillance to the arsenal of the executive branch, meth
ods that are now being utilized by the Obama administration. 
Dragnet email searches and telephone wiretaps are allowed 
by the FISA Amendments Act - without search warrants-- and 
without any possibility for a judge to actually stop the spying 
from taking place. All a jodge has the power to do under the 
FISA Amendments Act is to sit back and observe that the spy
Ing is taking place, unable to obtain meaningful information 
about or to block the spying, even if it is discovered that the 
surveillance is abusive against American citizens. Similar un
controlled physical searches of Americans' homes and places 
of work are also allowed by the FISA Amendments Act. In the 
case of both physical searches and electronic spying against 
Americans, the Attorney General of the United States (a politi-



cal appointee of the President). has the ability to spy on whim. de
claring that no evidence to support the spying is necessary. Even 
worse, the only person in the entire federal government Vfho is 
given the power to serve as a watchdog of the Attorney General's 
use of these immense spy powers is the attorney general himself 

Recently in the Senate, extremely mild reforms to the PATRIOT 
Act were proposed and failed miserably. As president Obama 
and his spokespeople boast of the methods used to disrupt the 
recent Najibullah Zazi terror plot, it is worth taking note of the 
4th Amendment eviscerating techniques they used to do it. There 
is a consensus among those actually on the left that the Obama 
administration is no different from the Bush administration on issues 
of terrorism and surveillance. In April, Obama's DOJ attempted to 
shield Bush's illegal spying programs from judicial review by invok
ing the same state secrets a,gument and sovereign Immunity claims 
that the Bush administration used, also arguing that individuals ab
ducted outside of Afghanistan by the US and then rendered (impris
oned ) at Bagram airbase have no legal rights of any kind. President 
Obama time and time again invokes the Bush brand of presidential 
power that progressives of all stripes have long seen to be illegal 
and immoral. The Obama administration with regards to detainee 
rights at Bagram in particular is a flagrant example of this. Charlie 
Savage, who won a Pulitzer Prize at The Boston Globe for exposing 
Bush's use of signing statements to break the law, articulates this 
aptly in an article published this February in The New York limes in 
which he describes the Obama DOJ's position as "embracing a key 
argument of former President Bush's legal team• and as •a blow to 
human rights lawyers who have challenged the Bush administra
tion's policy of indefinitely detaining 'enemy combatants' without tri-

als." The administration even went so far as to appeal a ruling from 
a district court judge, which stated that some detainees at Bagram 
Air Force Base in Afghanistan are entitled to challenge the reasons 
for their detentions.(6] As well as this, Guantanamo Bay is still open, 
and we are still hearing of 'parallel systems of Justice' to take care of 
our detainee problem. 

Barack Obama's vote on the FISA Amendments Act was a dev
astating one for those true progressives and civil libertarians who 
care about freedom and privacy. Obama made his positions on is
sues of privacy, delention, and surveillance clear during the elec
tion, through his senate votes and stump speeches, and yet no one 
seemed to hear what he was actually saying. The lack of inquiry 
into Bush lawbreaking, whether it be his NSA program or the SERE 
school-reared torture program, should come as no surprise to those 
who were paying attention to what then-candidate Barack Obama 
said on the trail and voted for In the senate. Barack Obama's vote 
on the FISA Amendments Act should have been a wakeup call to 
those on the left that they were working to elect a man who believed 
in the same counter-terror and intrusive surveillance policies of the 
previous administration, yet it wasn't. As liberal pundits claimed with 
laughably absurd logic that Obama was only voting for the bill so 
that he could appear strong on defense issues and thus win the 
general election so that he could then fix or undo the legislation, a 
simpler explanation came to mind: Obama wanted these powers 
for himself if he were to become president, believing dragnet email 
searches and warrantless wiretaps would be powerful tools in the 
fight against terror, even at the cost of our civil liberties. Congratula
tions, in America, you really can get what you vote for. 



top photo: tivoli street painting festival september. 26. 2009 
vertical photos: ~ugerties garlic festival september 27, 2009 
horizontal photos: chalkin the walk at the tivoli street painting festival 
photos by emily diamond and ezra glenn 



SHORT RUN EVENTS 
Friday, October 30 Organized by Hyde Park Lions club. 845-505-2058 
Halloween Bake Sale 
9am-1 pm in main lobby, Northern Dutchess Hosp., 
Rhinebeck. 845-871-3500 

Halloween Bake Sale 
9am-1 pm in Malloy's Phannacy, Hyde Park. Organized 
by Northern Dutchess Hospital Auxiliary. 84S-871-3500 

Mary Caponegro Reading 
Author of The Star Cafe, Ptve Doubts, The Complexities 
of Intimacy and Bard professor, will read from new short 
story collection, All Fall Down. 7:30pm. Oblong Books, 
Rhinebeck. Call for details: 845-876-0500 

Saturday, November 7 
Beef BBQ & Bake Sale 
4:30-7pm. Masonic Lodge, 9 Graves St, Red Hook. 
Call to confirm: 845-876-2340 

•Kitchen Conversations• 
2pm. $71$5. Clermont State Historic Site. Call for de
tails: 518-537-4240 

Northeast Handspinners 
Handspinning demos, yam spinning workshops, & lots 
more. Organized by Northeast Handspinners. At Church 
of the Good Shepherd. 3 Mulberry St;, Rhinebeck. 518-
695-3423 

Spaghetti Dinner 
Starts 4:30pm. Elizaville Methodist Church.Cty. Ats. 2 & 
19. Call 845-756-2338 

Saturday, November 7-
Sunday, November 8 
Flea Market 
All day in old Grand Union plaza, Rt. 9, Hyde Park. 

Wednesday, November 11 
Hillary Jordan Reading 
Author of Modbound. 7pm. Hosted by Friends of Red 
Hook Library. At Elmendorf Inn, Red Hook. 845-758-
3241 

Friday, November 13 
Superstitions Tour 
Friday the 13th tours of Frederick Church's mansion. 
Tours at 11 :30am, 12:30pm, 1 :30pm, 2:30pm & 3:30pm. 
Olana State Historic Site. Rt 9G, Hudson. 518-828-0135 

Saturday, November 14-Sunday, November 15 
Elaine Colandrea Dance 
Original dance premiere with a dozen guest dancers, vi
olinist Rachel Evans & visual projections. $20/$181$12. 
Sat 8pm; Sun 3pm. Ctr. for Pert. Arts, Rhinebeck. Call 
for ticket info: 845-876-3080 

Saturday, November 14 
Southern BBQ Dinner 
Chicken, Ribs, Pulled Pork. $15. Red _Hook United 
Methodist Church., West Mkt. St., Retl Hook. Call for 
time: 845-758-6283 

Sunday, November 15 
Duo Rhone 
Flute & harp duo to perfonn Camille Saint-Saens' 
Fantaisie Op. 95; Toru Takemltsu's Toward the Sea; 
set of Spanish & Latin Folk Songs; Rondo in E-min, 
transcribed for flute & harp by Curenton/Kibbey. Bach's 
Sonata In E-ftat BWV 1031; Robert Beaser's Mountain • 
Songs. Preconcert talk 3:30pm; concert 4pm. $25. 
Rhinebeck Chamber Music Soc. At Church of the Mes
siah. Rhinebeck. 845-876-2870 

LONGER RUN EVENTS 
Friday, September 11-Monday, November 30 
Art at Morton Library 
9/11-9/30: Barry Nemmers Photography. 10/16-10/30: 
Stanley Blum paintings. 11/6-11/30: Herb Rogoff paint
ings. Opening receptions on 1st day of shows. Call to 
confirm. 845-876-2903 

Saturday, September 12-Saturday, September 26 
A!>stract Rhythms 
Oil paintings by Stanley Blum. At Betsy Jacaruso 
Studio. Gallery Hrs: Wed-Sat Noon-Spm; Sun Noon-4. 
Located in The Chocolate Factory, Elizabeth St, Red 
Hook. or 845-758-9244 
Saturday, September 12-

Saturday, November 21 
Hudson Farmers Market 
EAT SMART NY cooking demos on 9/12, 10/10, & 
11/14. On 9/26: Good Dog Foundation visits. 10/3: AbtY/ 
Lappen sings. 10/24: Halloween gourd painting. 11/21•: 
last market day of season. 6th St & Columbia St, Hud
son. 518-828-7217 

Saturday, September 12-Friday, October 30 
lmprov Theater Nights 
"Off Leash" improv nights with Walking the Dog Theater 
troupe at Space 260. 9/12 & 10/30 at 8pm. $20 dona
tion. Also special perf. on 9/12 outdoors at Hudson 
Waterfront Park, 2pm; free. 518-755-1716 

Saturday, September 12-Friday, November 6 
Oblong Books Readings & Book Signings 
9/12: Celebrate publication of photo book from last 
year's Sinterklaas, Rhinebeck's town-wide holiday 
event 9/25: Reiki for Spiritual Healing, Brett Bevell. 
9/26; My River Chronicles, Jessica Dulong. 10/24: A.O. 
Blechman, author of Dear James: Letters to a Young 
Illustrator, and Talking Lines. 10/30: All Fall Down, Mary 
Caponegro. 11/6: All Hopped Up & Ready to Go, Tony 
Fletcher. All at 7:30pm. Oblong Books, Rhinebeck. 845-

876-0500 

Sunday, September 20-Sunday, November 15 
Rhinebeck Farmers' Market 
Sundays 1 0a~2pm. 9/20: Harvest Day. 10/11: Apple 
Day. 11/15: Winter Squash Day. Municipal Pkg. lot, E. 
Mkt. St., Rhinebeck. 

Thursday, September 24- Thursday. November 19 
Rhinecliff Firehouse Soup Sales 
9/24, 10/22., & 11 /19 from 11 :30a~ 1 pm. Rhinecliff Fire 
House. 876-6149 

Friday, September 25-Sunday, October 18 
Marie Cole & Mary Untalan 
Art show of works by 2 Tivoli Artist co-op members. 
Gallery hrs: Fri 5-9pm; Sat 1-9pm & Sun 1-5pm. livoli. 
845-757-COOP 
Saturday, September 26_: 
Sunday, November 22 
Lecture Series 
On a wide variety of health, financial planning & other 
topics. 9/26, 10/31 & 11122. at 4pm. Church of the Mes
siah, Rhinebeck. ~5-876-3533 
Sunday, September 27-
Sunda~ November 29 
Fire Dept. Breakfast 
8-11am. Pine Plains Hose Co. 7 Lake Rd., Pine Plains. 
Fee. 518-398-1311 or 518-398-7554 

Thursday, October 1-Sunday, November 1 
Met Opera at TSL 
Surround-sound satellite transmission of the Metropoli
tan Opera at lime & Space Ltd., Hudson. 10/1 at 7pm & 
10/4 at 1 pm: All's Well That Ends Well. 10/10, 10/17 & 
10/18 at 1pm:Tosca. 10/24/0/31 & 11/1:Aida. $221$15. 
lime & Space Ltd., 434 Columbia St. Hudson. 518-822-
8448 

Friday, October 2-Friday, October 30 

Holiday Auction 
Viewing & refreshments 1 pm; auction starts at 2pm. 
Organized by Quitman Resource Ctr .. & Museum of 
Rhinebeck History. At Rhinebeck Town Hall, 80 E. Mkt. 
St., Rhinebeck. Lida Traver Landy: 845-876-3867 or 
Brenda Klaproth: 845-876-2426 

Monday, November 16-Saturda.y, November 21 
Holiday Bazaar 
Handmade & used holiday items. 1 0am-4pm at Elmen
dorph Inn, Red Hook. 845-758-5887 

Thursday, November 19 
-The Path: Afterlife" 
Film & discussion of the after1ife. 7pm. $6. Rm. 206, 
Columbia-Greene Comm. Coll., Greenport. 518-828-
4181 

Friday, November 20-Sunday, November 22 
The World Goes RQUnd 
Up in One Productions of song & dance. $20/$18. Sat 
8pm; Sun 3pm. Ctr. for Pert. Arts, Rhinebeck. Call for 
ticket info: 845-876-3080 

Wednesday, November 25 
Thanksgiving Bake Sale 
9a~ 1 pm in main lobby, Northern Dutchess Hosp., 
Rhinepeck. 845-871-3500 

Friday, November"n-Sunday, November 29 
The World Goes Round 
Up in One Productions of song & dance. $20/$18. Sat 
8pm; Sun 3pm. Ctr. for Pert. Arts, Rhinebeck. Call for 
ticket info: 845-876-3080 

Cross River Artists Show 
Works by 13 watercolorists. At Betsy Jacaruso Gallery. 
Hrs: Wed-Sat Noon-5pm; Sun Noon-4. Located in The 
Chocolate Factory, Elizabeth St.. Red Hook. 845-758-
9244 

Saturday, October 10-Sunday, November 1 
ARTSPACE Exhibit 
Illustrations and photographs of Donald Crews, Ann 
Jonas and Nina Crews. Fri 4-7pm Sat-Sun 11~ 
4pm. Germantown hamlet, corner Maple and Main. 
518-537-4469. ARTSPACE sponsored by Germantown 
Economic Development Committee. 
Friday, October 16 
Bard Conservatory 
10/16: master Class conducted by violinist Ani Kavafian; 
4pm, Olin Hall. 10/25: Conservatory Sunday concert to 
include Mozart's Quintet for Piano & Winds, Schubert's 
Quintet in Cat 3pm in Fisher Ctr. 11/8: Conservatory 
Sunday perfonnance by Cons. Orchestra·of Leonard 
Bernstein's West Side Story Suite, Debussy's La Mer, 
& Harold Fa.rberman's Greek Dances; Spm, Fisher Ctr. 
Fees for Sunday concerts. Chamber music concerts 
on 11/2 & 11/22 at 8pm; free; Olin Hall. Bard. 845-758-
7900 

Friday, October 16-Saturday, October 31 Legends by 
Candlelight at Clermont 
Candlelight tours of the museum & grounds; ghosts & 
spooks of the museum's history. 10/16, 10/23, 10/24, 
10/40 & 10/31 from 6-apm. Tours start every half hour 
from 6-7:30pm. $8/$5. Clermont State Historic Site. 
518-537-4240 
Wednesda~October21-
Wednesday. November 18 
Vocal Arts Recitals 
10/21: Arias & Bacaroiles. 11 /18: Core Seminar I Con
cert. All at 8pm, Bard Conservatory of Music. Olin Hall. 
Bard. 845-752-2191 
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STOP WORRYING ABOUT THREATS 
WEAR A HELMET 
by annie battles 

As most things in our society go, current issues re
garding the moldable youth of the USA go in and out 
of vogue. In the later part of this decade, w&'ve dis
cussed to death the "classics" as I like to call them, ie: 
drunk driving; school shootings; kids with guns; kids 
with guns and pre-existing addictions to crack from 
birth. Psychological health in younger people is the 
new theme. For example, In 2004, everyone was about 
anorexia. Mary Kate Olsen was shooed off into rehab 
for being too thin. Meanwhile, Nicole Richie kicked her 
heroin habit, substituting in a Master Cleanse/Buddha
rike fasting program. Anoreiia was the topic of the day! 
That same year, Tina Fey produced Mean Girls, a com
edy that dealt with emotional bullying in high school 
girls. Kids abusing kids through their myspaces and 
friendsters and facebooks and AIMS and flickrs came 
next. Illicit use and abuse of prescription drugs is pret
ty popular tight now. However, with all these Nuevo 
concerns, are we neglecting the more obvious issues 
that have been done to death? In order to be psycho
logically sound, as I'm sure we'd all agree, we have to 
be not dead. Why'd we stoJ) talking about the abuse 
of real drugs? More importantly, why'd we stop talking 
about actual, physical abuse? What I'm talking about 

. is straight up beat-downs. Now maybe this is all the 
prescription pills talking, but I've recently noticed an 
upsurge of random acts of violence, both in our own 
Bard community and our country. Stop the violence! 
In order to have a healthy mind you need your skull, 
after all! 

In 2008, a story came out about a group of tween 
girls who filmed and were planning on posting to You
tube a live-action beat down of their girlfriend in one of 
their suburban homes. Shock shook the soccer r:noms, 
sending them running from their locked pill cabinets to 
raise concerns at PA meetings all over the country. 
Kanye West, a repeat offender in impulsive aggressive 
acts, brutally stole Taylor Swift's important VMA award 
ceremony spotlight this year, yanking the microphone 
from her birdlike hands to announce the true winner, 
Beyonce. Tila Tequila claims to have been strangled 

by her NFL beau Shawne 
Merriman. Why is nobody 
paying attention to these 
less subtle issues of physi
cal violence? Do I need to 
ask my mom to FedEx me 
a new mouth guard for col
lege? 

Apparently, the answer 
is yes, so get that hot wa
ter boiling because we're 
gonna mold this metaphori
cal piece of plastic right 
into your mouth for safety's 
sake. Violence exists in our 
plaid and denim utopia of 
apathy. It stared me directly 
in the eyes this past week
end. At a retent student 
gathering, I inadvertently 
offended a fellow attendee, 
and got a response I had 
never experienced from my 
audible disregard for other 
peoples feelings. And it 
was my half-birthday, for 
Christ's sake! I was standing near the doorway when 
I giggled at the strut of this fellow attendee. I took sol
ace in the assumption that if I were tC> be heard, the 
implication would be a nasty text about my insensitivity 
to nobody I know. Or perhaps there would maybe be 
a Tweet about it, identifying me as the girl who thinks 
she's better than freshman and even wrote about it in 
the Free Press and now is laughing at fellow party
goers. But, alack, alas! What a response I received! 
Whirling around, the scorned invited me to ... take it 
outside? We weren't just going to give each other dirty 
looks across Kline? Ridicule each other'sFacebooks? 
We were going outside? While the threat was never 
acted upon (and I would've won in a heartbeat as I 
had a good four inches and twenty pounds on him), 

THE CAT IN THE VILLAGE 
WATCH OUT FOR IT 
by mike wittner 

the altercation convinced me of the seriousness of this 
issue. Two of my male friends were complaining that 
they haven't punched anyone since high school. Frus
trated by the loss of a textbook, another friend of mine 
wished in vain for a "punching bag in his room•. Clearly 
there's some frustration boiling up in the hearts (and 
loins, if you've read the FREE PRESS the past two 
issues) of Bard students, but are the effects of these 
bottled passions manifesting themselves in forthright 
pugnacity? Another friend described a situation in 
which he accidentally punched a girt in the face with 
his collarbone while going in for a hug. "Accidental"? 
If we don't shape up soon, the student body as a whole 
could be in grave moral and physical danger, as would 
our reputation for not giving a shit. Think about it. If 
you see something, say something. 

For some reason, the title of this article reminds me of the types of children's book that lined the libraries of my elementary school and taught me how to read. 
Written in the late 80s and earty 90s, these pidure books were usually based on an African or Ukrainian folktale and revised to be politically correct by an author/illustrator 
who wore clunky, free-trade jewelry. These books taught me to understand and appreciate other cultures while simultaneously giving concrete examples of how consonants 
can blend together -- "fr" or •pr, for example. Win win. I've done well by those books. 

However, in this case, the village to which I'm referring is not Pepiakuma on the banks of Lake Bosomtwi, and the cat neither talks not grants wishes. The Village 
to which I'm referring is Bard'~ Village, where in all likelihood the children of the aforementioned authors/illustrators now live. And the cat is just a cat -- there isn't much 
more to say. It's gray and white, and it's very thin and friendly. When I walk through the Village it follows me and rubs against my legs. 

There is no particular story regarding this cat, and the only reason I'm writing about him or her (my friends want to calihim/her Annandale, because since we don't 
know the gender, it could either be named Ann or Dale, and so currently we have no choice but to call it AnnANDdale - get it?) is because I see the cat almost every day, 
and I'm always a little surprised at how drawn I and many others are to him/her. Everyone's a little worried that the cat is stray or hungry, but it appears to be reasonably 
well-groomed and lacks the jitteriness of most strays. tt I were an author/illustrator who wears clunky, free-trade jewelry, I would remember the advice of my personal spiri· 
tual healer and believe that the cat makes me so calm and happy, because it is a piece of my soul that the deities have chosen to let light into my earthly heart ... 

No, again, the cat is Just a nice cat, and it's that simple. I would love to know to whom it belongs (after all, cats have to BELONG to SOMEONE or else that it quite 
the cause for concern, am I right?), how old it is, whether it should be named Ann or Dale, and what breed it is, but I don't thir)k I ever will. My interaction with the cat left 
me with a nice feeling, so much so that I had no choice but to write about it. To the cat in the village, this column is dedicated to you. You're a sweetheart - keep doing what 
you do. 



10 THINGS TO CONTEMPLATE 
(BEFORE YOl:J FORNICATE) 
by .andrea rlcci 
Disclaimer: To those I offended with my last anonymous article, I apologize- not for offending 
you- for your personal &nd foul delusions of grandeur will pervade your every fucking waking 
day. For those not fortunate enough to be in the 2-mile-Bard radius that is home to such mar
velous displays of ignorant defamation, about a month ago I said in an entertaining way what 
makes fucking sense: fuel< who you want, as long as it doesn't hurt anyone. I think my perspec
tives on sex are logically coherent and honestly neutral. Don't agree? Stop reading, douche. 
I called it "Put Out, Put Up, or Shut Up" for a fucking reason. Yeah, I'm provocative and bitter, 
but where's the fun In being G-i'ated? Laaaaaame. 

ANYWAYS, onto the fucking point. .... 
Here's a crash course on stupid shit you have to deal with when it comes to intera
ing with humans on a romantic level: 

1. Don't fuck up your own shit for relationships. In the end, you11 have someone else 
fuck you over, and you11 be left with neither Kleenex nor motivations for living. 

2. Your main objectives should constitute more than just physical pleasure. I will 
judge those who put too much importance on instant gratification. 

3. The issue popping up all over campus: hickeys. Perhaps it is because the number 
of vegans/Vegetarians nearly quadrupled with the freshies, and this seems to be the 
only appropriate fulfillment for their appetite of "meat.· 

4. The belief amongst students is that for relationships to succeed, ·sex is necessary 
(biased? Nah), but friendship is too.• And it's ultimately the best advice you11 get: 
it's better to fuck someone who knows you. And I mean know in the sense that you 
don't just know where their g-spot is, but you know what they love and hate, know 
what to say, and when to say it. • 

5. Oh, let's talk about something that really counts: venereal disease. It's important 
to be aware of in the slutty stage that we all go through in life, and yet peopla fail to 

broach the issue when its NECESSARY, i.e. BEFORE fucking. Really? You forgot 
you take daily mads for something you can spread? Maybe you should see a doctor 
and get more mads for your FALSE perceptions of what is appropriate. Have an 
STD? Shit happens. Don't ignore, have some respect for your lover, tell them. Don't 
be a dick. 

6. "Power dynamics": Either you're subsuming or submitting to your significant other. 
If you're in it for the long haul, you have to endure the persistent struggle of finding 
the balance between the two, or else you're fucked. You risk losing your priorities, 
intentions, your sense of self and the person that your friends and partner first knew 
and loved. 

7. As for both teams and both sexes, the same rule applies: be honest with yourself 
and your booty-call. Don't pillage and plunder for fuck's sake; enjoy that shit while 
you still have it, and appreciate it for what it is. 

8. If you two-time someone, you better be upfront or else it will come back like a 
resurrected Jesus to persecute your hurtful romp-a-maniacal self. Take some damll 
responsibility for your shit. 

9. Are you the pompous player on campus juggling three relationships at once? I 
hope you're comfortable with someone in that equation possibly going ape-shit and 
ruining your status of "livin' the dream.· 

10. Sluts are great and all, but really? Who wants to settle for something anyone can 
have? Also, if you're a slut, you better prepare your cellphone plan for that shit. 

Remember, before you penetrate, protect your magistrate. 

Fuck you, 
Andrea Ricci 

ANSWERS TO ALL MY SEXY Q'S 
WHERE TO GET CONDOMS & SAFE SEX IN HOT TUBS 
by peer health educators 

The FREE PRESS Teams up with the PEER HEALTH EDUCATORS to bring you a new monthly sex q&a. Email questions for next month (don't hold back please) to 
BardFreePress@gmail.com ·and we will forward them on to our experts. 

The Health Center has been out of condoms for the better part of a week now. The first lady I asked about the empty jar was nice and said, "Oh dear, we'll order 
them right away." I came back four days later to see If the new shipment had come In and the jar was still empty. My questions is whether Health Services is ob
ligated to provide us with condoms, or Is It something extra they do to be nice? Can you please provide me (and all our lovely free press readers) with complete 
information about other sources of condoms on campus. I know at least one student who is afraid to visit the Health Center jar because he doesn't want people 
waiting for their doctor's appointments smirking at him and chipping In with encouraging remarks. Plus the jar Is not very helpful if it is empty. 
The Health Services staff does usually provide free condoms in the waiting areas, but they do so as a courtesy, not because they are obligated too. They are usually able 
to keep it pretty well-stocked, but at the beginning of the semester, the Dimestore was waiting on a shipment and therefore not taking orders. Because it was closed, people 
kept coming in and grabbing massive handfuls (PCs, I'm looking at you). The staff doesn't have access to unlimited condoms though, so naturally, they ran out. Also, sick 
people aren't usually too concerned with other people taking condoms. We're all adults here ... no one is going to make fun of you for having safe sex. 

The good news is that the Dimestore's up and running again! It's under new management, and is there to fill orders for (almost] any sexcessory you need. It has a ton of 
different kinds of condoms (including Durex Intense Sensation, Kimono, and Beyond Seven Aloe), lube ("pillows,· packets, and re-sealable tubes), and anything you'd need 
for oral (dental dams, flavored lube, and flavored condoms). They also, for some reason, have urinal covers. I don't know what they are, or what they do; I just know that for 
some inexplicable reason, you can order them. All you have to do is.pick up an order form in the Post Office (against that wall with all the flyers and cubbies when you first 
come in), and campus mail it to "The Dimestore". It's free, anonymous, and awesome. Be sure to write "Thank you" on the form - the person running it works hard to fill your 
orders pr~tty quickly. 

Just a q_uick side-note, though, because it needs to be said: I can't tell you how much lube is your friend. Not using enough of it is the number one reason condoms break, 
so have fun with it. Just don't use flavored lube for vaginal sex-any and all girts involved will appreciate it. 

On a recent episode of the TV show Glee, a character claimed that she got pregnant In a hot tub. My friend, who was watching It with me, commented saying 
that this Is Impossible because the hot water "bolls" a guy's swimmers. Who should I bell.eve: Fox or friend? Can you not get pregnant In a hot tub???!?? 
We're not really sure what the exact situation was here, so we're going to cover two options. Situation #1: Some dude ejaculates In a hot tub that you happen to be in. Can • 
that sperm swim (or float) over to your vagina and get you preggo? Absolutely not. Have no fear when swimming around in semen! 

Situation #2: You have sex with some dude in a hot tub. If he ejaculates in your vagina, of course you can pregnant! That's how sex works, ladies and gentlemen. The hot 
water Is unlikely to "boil" his sperm-if the water was that hot, it'd be way too painful to sit around In, anyway. Here are some important things to know about sex in poolshlot 
tubs/the like: water washes away both natural lubrication and water-based lube. If the water-based lube on your condom is washed away, then your condom is more likely to 
break, and then you might get pregnant! And if a lady's natural lubrication gets washed away, then the sex is probably awkward and/or painful. Moral of the story: don't have 
sex in a hot tub. Foreplay while swimming is totally fun, though. 

-- ---

--------

-

-
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THAT KID LOOKS LIKE THE KID FROM FIASCO 
THAT KID IS THE KID FROM FIASCO 
by emt,J dlemond 

I went to Smog on a Sunday night, and I was hoping to see 
some ruffians with 40s not even giving a care that it was the Day 
of Rest. Instead I just watched some sober freshman smash 
into each other and fall on a concrete floor. I came to hear/see 
Fiasco, a band I first began to follow (creepy) after seeing an 
acoustic set on some filth-bagging beach in Queens, NY this 
summer. Their ethereal hairdos and cherub-like complexions 
intrigued me, so when I found out that they were playing at 
Smog-- one of them, Lucian actually calls himself a Bard fresh
man- the mystique was.9one and the Holy Day was ruined. 
I have seen Lucian bopping around campus and kept poking 
whoever was walking in the vicinity of me to tell them that this 
guy looked just like the guy in the hipstream band Fiasco and 
that I hoped he knew he was unabashedly stealing his coif col-. 
or, length, exact glasses frames, and gait. Did he !mow? Well, I 
found out yes at the same time that I discovered that Lucian is 
actually the kid in Fiasco. He was taller during the summer, and 

I believe this to be the source of my confusion. 
Fiasco plays adventure metal is comprised of Jonathan Edel

steln--guitar/vocals, Lucian Buscemi--bass/vocals, and Julian 
Bennett Holmes --drums. I copied and pasted that from their 
myspace (where you can also listen to some of their music). 
Julian is obviously my favorite, because picking favorites is my 
favorite. He has nice red hair, just like my mom who is Irish. 
We both like bicycles, dogs (although he failed to have one), 
eating spicy food, and testing limits. He lives with his parents, 
which makes sense because he is in high school. Lucian lives 
in Hudson •1 do like my roommate,• he said pensively. Previous 
to Fiasco, they played together as Stun Gun, but have been 
known as Fiasco for the past four years. Did you know that they 
opened for No Age? They posed for many glamour shots during 
the interview, taken by famed FREE PRESS staff photographer 
L. Burgos. None of these will be published, I don't think. 

·.: - - - I • I •- • 
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MORE OF THIS 
YOU GOT TO HAVE A HIGH 
IQ TO WRITE A HAIKU 
by shannon thomas 

Noah and the Whale - The 
First Days of Spring 

Beautifully arranged 
Familiar lyrics and tunes 
Where's Laura Marling? 

MIKA - The Boy Who Knew 
Too Much 

Worthy follow-up 
Elegant Orchestrations 
No stand out pop hit. 

Times New Viking -
Born Again Revisited 

Good 'ol rock 'n' roll 
Great hooks and vocal 
balance. 
Rough, noisy good
ness 

Girls -Album 

I couldn't bring myself to stunt this glorious debut into seven
teen syllables, so forgive me for the break of pace. Girls, an 
all-male outfit, from San Francisco has released what could 
just snag the "Best Album of 2009" spot from Animal Col

lective's Merriweather Post Pavillion. Wrth singer and main 
songwriter Christopher Owens at the helm, Girls has put 

er some of the most melan
lyrics and melodies pop 
music has ever seen. 

Pain in the form of 
nrequited love is a 
ntral theme, seen 
n "God Damned" 
nd "laura• e~
clally. And while 
some songs have 
a rough exterior, 
("Big Bad mean 
Mother Fucker") 
Album delivers 

some of the best 
fl, pop songs of 

the year. 

1 • 

HAIKU MUSIC REVIEWS 
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POET AND MUSIC CRITIC LAYS DOWN HIS 5-7-5 ON THE HIP/NOW SOUND 
byma>Mdeugenepaparella 

Nelly Furtado - Mi Plan 

What's her plan, again? 
It's ethnically flavored 

But not very good 

Vivian Girls -Everything Goes 
Wrong 

Music for the sun
So have you ever surfed 

stoned? 
You'll dig this for sure. 

No Age - Losing Feeling 

This is so damn good 
Some would say "overpro

duced" 
They would be douchebags 

Islands-. Vapours 

Some songs about death 
Might really do you some good 

They're stuck in my head 

Tyondai Braxton - Central 
Market 

Singer from Battles 
Still sounds a lot like Battles 
You've heard of them, right? 

Fuck Buttons - Tarot Sport 

Two guys with pedals 
And a Fisher-Price jukebox 
Rocking my whole world. 

OO/MMIYYYY - Black Square 

The punks have learned math 
Only good can come of this 
Mohawks and thick frames 

WHY? - Eskimo Snow 

Lush orchestrations 
Baring-his-whole-soul lyrics 

I love white boy rap 

The Pains Of Being Pure At 
Heart - Higher Than The Stars 

EP 

Listen if you like: 
Belle & Sebastian, bad synths, 

And lots of downers 

Simian Mobile Disco - Tempo
rary Pleasure 

Come on smartiepants
Get up off your head and dance 

Weren't the eighties great? 

-
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STOP, DROP, & STROLL DOWN SAFETY LANE 
OUR FREE PRESS SAFETY CORRESPONDENT DELVES INTO 
SOME HARD-HITTING REPORTING ON FIRE SAFETY DAY 
t,,, abby fer/a 

•1t•s a perfect day for a burning,• I thought as we ap
proached main campus-and this past Tuesday, Septem
ber 29th was perfect: overcast, forlorn, breezy, a cold 
autumn chill slinking its way through the air, which was 
lucky, because it was the date of Bard College's highly 
anticipated Fire Safe.ty Oay. The event's snow-stopping 
event? The ~ing of a mock dorm room. 

Crossing Annandale Road, a firewoman pointed at the 
smoke crawl through Annandale House and yelled, "You 
girts should do it! It's a great experience! Really fun!" 
"I'm confused,• my friend remarked, "What are they try
ing to tell us? That fire is fun?" 

the door,· he said, "That's 
the question I always ask 
people. 

Outside of Annandale 
House I caught up with Ken 
C00_1?e1'. Asked to sum up 
the, address he would give 
later that day, he said, "For.___,_~j-

timber in front of the door,• 
he told us, "stacked like 
1h y were fire logs." The 

man across the street 
yelled at us, "See, girts, 
wasn't that fun?" 

No. If there was one lesson that 1--or anyone-learned 
from Fire Safety Day, it is that fire is not fun. Fire safety, 
however, is a roaring good time. Fire Safety Day may 
have involved free candy, cider, a $50 raffle and stick
ers, but fire itsett is no laughing matter, which I quickly 
learned through the mildly terrifying smoke crawl through 
Annandale House. Even the white, wispy, hypoallergenic 
stage smoke that filled the house completely obscured 
visibility and prompted coughing fits. K. Barns, a six-year 
member of the Red Hook Fire Department, told us af
terward that in the case of a real fire, the smoke would 
be black and genuinely scary. "Can you beat the fire to 

those of us who work very 
hard to protect campus 
residents, faculty, and stu
dents- sometimes in spite 
of themselves--the tragedy 
that occurred in Port Jervis 
[in which three kids died of 
smoke inhalation due to a ~-A;.;.....;;;.....;;;;;:;...~;;;,;;;~~;;:;~ ... iiiiiiiiiii-:!... __ 

Though'. I was unable to 
attend tlie keynote speech
es or the burning of the 
mock donn room, I am sure 
that most of Fire Safety Day 
was much of the same, a 
strange fun house com
posed of a sea of candy 
and raffles, interspersed 
with morbid islands of fire 
horror stories and warnings. fire started by candles] is 

an example of why we're here today. Fire Safety Day 
is to prevent a repeat of that tragic event." Walking 
away from Ken Cooper, K. Barns chased us down to 
impart one final bit of knowledge. "Do you ladies go out 
to clubs?" he asked. "Because if you do, always look 
for the exit signs." He continued to recount the Rhode 
Islands night club fire, "Their bodies were stacked like 

The messages may have felt mixed, but I left the festivities 
armed with a bag of literature on fire safety; seven Fireballs; 
a tell-all interview with Sparkie, the mascot (transcribed be
low); and the secure knowledge that while fire safety is re
ally super fun, fire is not. To accentuate this point, they even 
burned down the twelve-pack of beer in the mock student 
donn room. 

MAN IN DOG-SUIT PRETENDS TO BE DOG 

I 

OUR SAFETY CORRESPONDENT 
INTERROGATES THE IMPOSTER 

I 

by abby fer/a 

1 

FP: Hey Sparkle. You're the mascot for Red 
Hook Fire Department. You must be really 

' enjoying Fire Safety Day? 
'Sparkle: [nods silently] 

Well that's good. I was wondering about your 
name? Did you choose It younself or was It 
god-given? Do you feel as though It rep,. 
sentsyou? 
[silence, shrugs] 

OIL.well, as you are the fire safety maecot, 
I'm auumlng that It's a play on the word 
.. ...,_,. rafwm9 to fire. n wme as though 
you've con.aructed yO/Vt ldlntltJ In gppoal
lon to tire. If there ..,. no ftra, wtlD would 
yoa be? Whit would you dD? 

[silence, shuffling] 

Moving on, I guess. To what degree do you 
concur that this seductive fire safety propa
ganda Is just a subtle way for the dominant 
Ideological forces of this college to perpetu
ate hegemonic norms regarding the Ideas of 
"safety" anct "fire," especially In regard to the 
soclal construct of "permanence?" 
[silence] 

Sparkle'• Female Companion: [approaching] 
Sparkie doesn't talk. Sparkie is a dog. 



·• ...... ·•. • • • • •• INTERVIEW WITH TAO LIN 
I HEAR AA WANTS YOU TO STEAL THEIR STUPID CLOTHING 
by andreN 'AfJfthingtm 

Tao Lin is a writer of novels, stories, poems, and essays, and hails from New Yorlc City. 
His writing style is minimalist and he addresses issues of boredom, depression, and 
laziness. He also makes lots of drawings. He has a new book out right now. We talk 
about chilling and also his book. 

FP: You use a lot of gmall chats In your newest book, the novella entitled Shoplift
ing From American Apparel (Melvllle House 2009). Why did you decide to present 
them on the page In a prose dialogue manner rather than Just using the format 
that onllne chats actually occur In? 
Tao Un: I feel that presenting them like "screen shots" would only be satisfying to me 
if I also did not edit them at all and if it was presented as "unedited.• But I wanted the 
dialogue in the book (and all my writing, unless it's gimmick is that it isn't edited at all), 
to be "heavily" edited, which in part made me want to present it as prose dialogue. 

How often do you shop at American Apparel? How many times have you stolen 
from American Apparel In real llfe? How long did you have to stay In the holding 
cell and did It suck? 
I've probably shopped at American Apparel fifteen times in my life. I've probably bought 
three shirts, fifteen pairs of underwear, and two [miscellaneous items) from American 
Apparel in my life. I have probably shoplifted from American Apparel two times in my 
life. I stayed in the holding cell, after being arrested at American Apparel, for five hours, 
I think, which can be read about in SFAA. I felt that my time in the holding cell was 
interesting, calming, and funny. 

How much do you write during a typical day? What was the writing editing 
process like for Shoplifting from American Apparel compared to Eeeee Eee Eeee 
(Melvllle House 2007)? 
When I am working on a book, with SFAA and my next novel, RICHARD YATES, I 
worked 8-1 0 hours a day. I would not do anything else except eat, exercise, drink 
coffee, work on writing, and late at night "chill'' before going to sleep. I worked more 
consistently and "harder" perhaps on SFAA than EEE. With EEE I wasn't sure if it was 
going to be published, so I would work on it half-assedly for like two hours a day for like 
fifteen months with little or no plan. 

After you have finished a book, do you generally take some time off from writing 
or are you continuously writing? 
I generally take some time off, in terms of writing complete books, but I am almost 
always writing single poems or stories or essays or whatever. 

Do you know the approximate release date for your novel Richard Yates (Melvllle 
House 2010)? 
The official release date is S91?ler_n1?9r 2010. 

What do you llke about Richard Yates? 
I like his writing, that he seemed like a considerate person despite suffering from se
vere depression and "bouts of madness" (according to Blake Bailey's biography of him, 
which I enjoyed), and that he was productive and worked hard. He has two or maybe 
three books that I like enough to reread: The Easter Parade, Revolutionary Road, and 
maybe his collected stories or Disturbing the Peace. 

In Interviews you mention some of your Influences (Ann Beattle, Richard Yates, 
Joy Wllllam·s, Noah Cicero, etc.). I was wondering If there were any writers that 
you Influence you that wrote before circa 1960? 
Jean Rhys, Kobo Abe, Fernando Pessoa, Kafka, James Purdy, Schopenhauer. 

I've always thought that Today The Sky Is Slue and White with Bright Blue Spots 
and a Small Pale Moon and I Will Destroy Our Relationship Today (Bear Parade 
2006) was really good. Why did It never get publlshed In hard copy form? 
I don't think it's long enough for a complete book. It was going to be a chapbook with 
Future Tense Press but It got canceled. For more information on that, google my name 
and Kevin Sampsell's name. 

Do you have a polltlcal or phllosophlcal affiliation? Do you think that your writ
Ing has any polltlcal or phllosophlcal motivations? 
Ideally I don't have any "affiliation" but look at specific situations to make choices, I 
think. Ideally my writing is existentially minded in that it "knows" that to have any politi
cal or philosophical motivation one must first "make assumptions" about the universe, 
due to the universe itself being "arbitrary.• 

Where do you see your career going after the release of your second novel early 
next year? 
I see myself and my girlfriend taking a helicopter to the Virgin Islands, where we1I 
embark on a 212 wor1d-wide cruise, followed by "chilling" for 3-8 years in a mansion in 
Colorado in the Summertime and in a mansion/beach house in San Francisco in the 
Wintertime, concluding with a 15-25 year period in rural Japan gardening and drinking 
coconut water fresh from coconuts from our coconut farm. 



LOTS OF CRAP THAT COULD BE YOURS! 
HUNTING FOR TREASURE AT FREEUSE 

Before visiting Free Use, I wondered how such a place 
could keep operating. If it's all free, wouldn't there be 
nothing left? As an avid thrift-store shopper, I was optimis
tic about it. I convinced a friend with a camera to accom
pany me, and we biked over after class. The first thing to 
greet us upon entering the store was a musty smell ten 
times stronger than my grandmother's attic, and a wlgar 
t-shirt prominently hung from the ceiling. 

Although different from the usual thrift store fare- i.e. 
grimier- free use is worth exploring. You probably won't 
find anything useful, but there is a fair bit of entertainment 
value in the assortment of stuff in the room. Most of it 
probably should have been thrown out years ago, but with 
a little creativity you can reuse anything, right? Judging by 
some of the items, it seems like many students actually 
do believe Free Use is a garbage disposal for everything 
they are not sure how to get rid of. Case in point: a broken 
toaster probably from 1970, missing the glass door and 
covered with soot. 

The Free Use staff obviously had some fun creat-

ing shelf labels. My favorite title? "Non-edibles", which 
contains out of date appliances. I skipped over that sec
tion and headed to the clothes. As I flipped through the 
clothing rack, my reaction varied from slightly grossed-out 
to completely confused. I wondered why the previous 
owners of the articles didn't dispose of them and who 
else they thought might want this stuff. Some of it must 
be there simply for the sake of humor. Most of the clothes 
look like they would only fit a person under the age of ten. 
I'm having serious difficulty imagining any Bard student 
wearing the pink short sleeve hoodie with peace written 
on it in glitter, or virtually anything else on the rack. On the 
bookshelf, I noticed an overabundance of Apple Paper
backs books, intended for readers in the 7-10 age group
most notably Sleepover Friends and Veronica Knows 
Best. Between this and the clothing, I started to wonder if 
I were actually in college. 

My best find by far was found in the CD pile, where 
I picked up an authentic mix-tape, cassette style, but 
featuring songs by Deerhoof and High Places. This was 

clearly made well after cassette tapes were completely 
obsolete. I figure someone was trying to impress a poten
tial love interest with their totally cool, old-school format. 
Things must not have gone so well. I initially felt like mak
ing fun of the creator of this tape, but later decided that it 
was a must-have and stuck it in my bag. Just below the 
cassette was a half empty bottle of Robafen DM, which 
I believe is the stuff kids get high off of in rural Alabama. 
This might have been the most puzzling item I came 
across. 

Once I'd explored Free Use in its entirety, I felt strangely 
obligated to take something simply because it is tree. I 
picked up a basketball team sleeveless top and a few 
tom-out pages of an old book with some cool pictures. 
I'd say that it's likely that the top may end up back at 
Free Use, considering that I'm having serious difficulty 
envisioning myself wearing it. I'm hoping next time I visit, 
there's a Walkman for my new mix-tape. If you own one, 
please consider donating it. 

----------------------------------------------------

GYM CLASS QUICKIES 
OUR CORRESPONDENT REPORTS 
FROM THE AEROBICS STUDIO 
bybeccaYvebb 

Monday 8--9PM Dance Aerobics: 
This student taught class is a mix of my 9th 
grade Hip Hop class-music included-and the 
fieriest of fiery pits in hell. I will so be going 
back next week. 

Tuesday 7:30-8:30AM Rise and Shine Step and 
Sculpt: 
Sweat, sweat, cry a little, and sweat some 
more. The instructor, a woman haH my size, 
who could easily kick my out-of-shape ass, told 
my friend after class that she was proud of us 
for staying. So fierce and yet so cute! 

Tuesday 5:30-6:30PM Zumba: 
Same teacher, less sweat The class seemed 
entirely based around our ability to move our 
hips; I have no such ability. As I watched myself 

spasm to the Samba I realized just how uncoor
dinated and unsexy I am. 

Tuesday 7PM Squash: 
We sucked. Plus, we were unable to rent the 
necessary protective eyewear from the GYM, 
and, as everyone at Bard knows, you should 
always wear protection. 

Thursday 7:30-8:30 Belly Dancing: 
The instructor is this really sweet. kind of loopy, 
sexy woman. Everyone puts on jingly sashes 
and shimmies. And then shimmies. 

Check out the instructional class schedule at 
http://athletics.bard,edu/classes/ to try them for 
yourself 

AFTER 

12:15-1:45 



LET'S GO HIKl:N' 
SUBHEADSUBHEADSUBHEAD 
bylssa.reveli. 

It's October, which pretty much means it's the last chance you have to go 
outside and enjoy a good romp through nature before it gets too cold and you 
want to die. Why not make-the best of it and try some of these super awe
some hikes, lovingly compiled fust for you? 

TIVOLI BAYS: Did you know that you can take the Tivoli Bays trail behind the 
Fisher PAC all the way to TIVOii? Oh man, It's so true! There's also a crazy old 
abandoned hangar on the way there. You should probably check it out. 

CRUGER ISLAND: If you follow the dirt road by Cruger all the way through 
the marsh and cross the train tracks, you reach Cruger Island! It's full of 
eagles and stuff, and it's pretty great. (Try to plan your hike during low tide, 
otherwise your feet will get wet when you cross the marsh and it will be 
gross.) 

SUPER SECRET MONTGOMERY PLACE TRAIL: Follow the waterfall path 
by Blithewood all the way to the little concrete dam thing, and you'll find a 
rope and a log waiting to magically convey you to the other side of Sawkill. 
Scramble up the dirt hill there (try not to touch any poison ivy), and follow the 
path along the creek until you reach a clearing with a big dirt road and a little 
trail going up a hill. Ignore the dirt road and take the little trail, which will lead 
you straight to Montgomery Place. So good! (Historical note: General LaFay
ette totally got saucy with General Montgomery's widow here.) 

POETS WALK: Poet's Walk is located off of River Road. It has pretty mead
ows and gazebos and things, which I guess are okay. 

FERNCLIFF FOREST: Femcliff's also on River Road but a little farther down. 
There's a big observation tower in the middle of it, and you can climb it! It's 
also a lot better than it sounds, I promise. 

CLERMONT STATE HISTORIC SITE: You can get to Clermont by taking the 

exit for it on 9G, which is right after the Tivoli intersection. Clennont is the 
original home of the Livingstons, who did lots of historical things and owned 
a bunch of land (from Clermont to Rhinebeck, in fact). The grounds have lots 
of pretty gardens you can walk around in and a creepy pet cemetery, and 
Captain Kidd may have even buried some treasure there, because he was an 
exciting man. 

OLANA STATE HISTORIC SITE: Olana is also located off of 9G just be
fore you get to Hudson, so it's about a 20 minute drive. It's worth it though, 
because you can see the crazy Moroccan architecture-inspired mansion of 
Frederic Church (of Hudson Valley School fame) and get great views of the 
Hudson. Church also painted lots of sunsets, so you could probably go visit 
his house and see those too, I guess. 

MT. OVERLOOK: Mt. Over1ook's in Woodstock, so Google Map it or some
thing and you'll get there. Basically, you just hike up a big mountain and 
wander around the abandoned hotel at the top. It will make you feel so ac
complished. 

KAATERSKILL FALLS: KaaterskiD Falls is about 45 minutes away, past the 
town of Catskill. It's pretty great, not only because it's 176 feet of waterfall 
action, but because people have been carving their names In the rocks at the 
top of the falls since like 1860. Did I mention you can stand right at the top of 
the-waterfall and be totally terrified? Because you totally can. 

LAKE MINNEWASKA: Lake Minnewaska costs $7 to get In, and it's like an 
hour away, but it's super sweet and full of waterfalls and glacier lakes and 
stuff. You can also hike around the Shawangunk Mountains while you're there. 
You could maybe even swim in the lake, too, but probably that would be cold 
and depressing right now. 

·------------------------------------~ 
DOODLE SPACE : 
JUST SOME SPACE TO DOODLE IN : 
by________ I 

I 

----------------------------------· 

----------------------------------------------~------------------------
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by Z8{Jf dingba.ts 

·----------J-------------------------

SUGAR SUGAR SUGAR 

----------------------------------~ 
POODLE SPACE 
STAMPEDE 
kx doodle spa.ce see p.21 

--------------------

APPLE CIDER DOUGHNUT AWARDS 2009 
by amt/ (/erian demartino & camden Segal 
As the off,cial FREE PRESS adventure field reporters, we took on the arduous task of 
sampling and reviewing all of the apple cider doughnuts in the Bard area. We went farm 
to farmstand to farmer's marlcet to bring you our reviews. They are organized by pur
veyor. 

MIGLIORELLI (we tried the one in Red Hook between UBS & Holy Cow but they are 
prolly the same at River Rd & the KRB) 
$0.75 / ea - 4/Sstars . 
Very good flavor; the sugar is especially tasty. The texture is a little lacking (it sort of 
degrades in the back of your mouth) & we were in need of milk or cider to accompany 
the doughnuts. 

DUNKIN DONUTS (in red hook/ everywhere) 
$0.99 / general doughnuts - 0/0stars 
NO APPLE CIDER DOUGHNUTS WTF THIS IS APPLE COUNTRY 

HARDEMAN'$ ORCHARDS (on 199 / the shuttle route to Red Hook sorta across from 
the baseball field) ,_ 
$0.75 ea ($0.68 ea with 100.4 bard discount we getlll) - 5/Sstars 
Great! The flavor is right, nice & apple-y. They smell like autumn. The cinnamon sugar 
coating is excellent. This is what an apple cid1;1r doughnut is supposed to taste like, and 
the texture problem of the Migliorelli is not an issue here. -

TERRY'S COUNTRY BAKE SHOP (in Red Hook, with all those pinwheels next to Taste 
Bud[d]'s) 
$0.80 I ea---- 2/Sstars 
DOESN'T TASTE LIKE AN APPLE CIDER DOUGHNUT! They were oily(er than they 
shoulda been), and physically heavier to lift than the other doughnuts. They were a little 
lemony, which is maybe nice if you like that. It was good tor what it was, but the wrong 
ACD flavor. We love junk food & one of us didn't want to finish her doughnut. Not a good 
sign. 

BREEZY HILL ORCHARD (at Rhinebeck Farmer's Market [which is great by the way], 
Sundays 10-2 in the parking lot sorta across from CVS Rhinebeck) 

$2 / bag of 3 ($0.60/each if you can't do the math) - 4/Sstars 
Super apple-y, apple pie flavor almost. The flavors were more complex than usual here, 
which was really nice, but there was no $UQ81'-COating, and we kinda really love sugar. 
Perhaps a good coffee doughnut; it feels like it isn't so much of a treat, but they are still 
delicious in their own right. 

I 
HANNAFORD'$ (Off of Route 9, also in Kingston) 
$3.49 on sale / box of 6 -- 5/Sstars 
Delicious! Strong apple and cinnamon flavors with a generous helping of sugar coating. 
++++. Perhaps it is the Thiamine Mononitrate that gives it a flavor above the rest, and 
the Propylene Glycol which makes it melt in your mouth. We loved this and they smelled 
so apple-y, but they had some weiiiiiird ingredients, ugh. . 

MONTGOMERY PLACE (at 9g & 199, the fancy one you all like with the hard apple 
cider) 
$X.XX -- 0/0stars 
NO APPLE CIDER DOUGHNUTS EVEN THOUGH THEY HAVE LIKE 500 VARIETIES 
OF APPLES WE DON'T EVEN THINK THAT IS AN EXAGGERATION. THIS IS UNAC
CEPTABLE! 

THE CONCLUSION: 
While the Hannaford doughnuts were the most delicious and are available until Midnight 
in Red Hook and forever in Kingston, there were multiple downsides. You have to buy a 
6-pack, they have really mysterious preservatives, and they come from a mass-producer 
of artificially-flavored baked goods. We are going to go ahead and award Hardeman's 
Orchards the BEST APPLE CIDER DOUGHNUT IN THE BARD AREA 2009 award. It is 
because the texture was great, the flavor was great, and really, what is an apple cider 
doughnut when you don't go to a wooden building with lots of apples and other still-dirty
trom-the-dirt produce and get it in a waxy white bag? We also like that anything we buy 
at Hardeman's is 100.4 off because we're Bard students, and we think it is nice there. The 
produce (lettuce, apples, onions, these weird monster-sized leeks, spinach, other stuff) 
is also cheaper than at Hannaford in most cases. So do your produce-shoppin there, and 
then treat yourseH to an apple cider doughnut cause you are so nice and such a smart 
shopper! They also have hot cider. Win win win. 



COOKING: BRINGING THOSE MIXED SIGNALS TO THE NEXT LEVEL 
WHAT RED PEPPER COUS COUS RISOTTO CAN DO FOR YOUR LOVE LIFE 
b abtJy ferta 
With cold creeping in, Autumn is a perfect time to cook a little something-something for 
your someone-someone. For those of us who are squeamish, fickle, and generally inept 
in the field of relationships, this cous cous risotto is a perfect way to bring our mixed sig
nals to the next level. Risotto generally involves an hour of stirring broth into Arborio or 
Camaroli rice, but as this recipe uses cous cous, it cuts the cooking time down consider
ably. Packed with all of the creamy flavor of traditional risotto and made with the same 
magic method, it's both less starchy and a lot less time-consuming. Cous cous risotto 
says, "I like you. But I don't like you that much. I like you enough to put a cup of Franzia 
towards a purpose other than getting you drunk but certainly not enough to spend an 
hour and a half slaving over a stove to cook you dinner." For those of you moderately 
smitten with a so-called •commit-a-phobe," this recipe might be a perfect way to beat 
your ... er ... "frienct• at his or her own game. Cous-cous Risotto says that, yes, maybe you 
want to keep hooking up after Smog shows, but there doesn't have to be any hand
holding at Craft Night.· Sure you like them enough to steal the last of your house-mate's 
cous cous, but it's not as though you went out and bought a whole box of Arborio rice or 
anything. 

Feel free to use whatever kind of cous cous you have. I cook with a lot of garlic, so those 
of you with milder pallets may want to cut the cloves from five to two (the amount gener
ally called for). Also, you will want a ladle. 

Ingredients: 
1/2 cup finely chopped white onion 
5 plump garlic cloves, minced 
2 tablespoons Olive oil 

2 cups Large Israeli-type couscous 
1/2 cup Dry white wine 
4 cups vegetable stock 
1 tablepoon Grated lemon zest 
1/2 cup Seeded diced firm ripe tomato 
1/4 cup Chopped chives 
1/2 cup Freshly-grated pecorino (parmesan) cheese 
2 large red peppers, finely diced 
2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsleey, or a mixture of parsley and thyme 

1. Saute the onion in the olive oil on medium heat until tender (should be about three 
minutes). Add the garlic and pepper, sauteing for another eight to ten minutes or until 
peppers are soft and fragrant. Meanwhile bring the vegetable stock lo a boil and reduce 
to a simmer. • 
2. Add the cous cous and cook stirring for one to two minutes. Pour in the wine and stir 
quickly until most of the wine has evaporated. Add on, cup of stock, and stir continu
ously. When most of this has been absorbed into the t:ous cous, add another ladle of 
stock and repeat the process until either all of th:Ist k has been used or the cous cous 
can absorb no more. The couscous should be thoroughly and creamy, but still a 
chewy. 
3. Stir in one last cup of stock (if left), the cheese, I n zest, and herbs. Add salt an 
pepper to taste, and serve hot. 

Serves 4-6. 
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