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BARD 
PAPERS 

Submissions accepted 
on a rolling basis. 
Early submissions are 
recommended for 
thorough consideration. 

bard free pn 
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FINAL DEADLINE APRIL 1ST staff 

< POETRY/PROSENiiUALART> Daniel TERNA 
Tr vis WENTWORTH 

REVIEW OF ALL SUBMISSIONS IS BLIND. 

Campus-mall submissions to: 

Alice Gregory or Sydney Schrader 

>Please send in all POETRY 
AND PROSE SUBMISSIONS 
asa Word.doc to papers@bard. 
edu. Be sure to Include your 
name and tte title of your work. 

>Please send in all VISUAL 
ARTS SUBMISSIONS as a 
jpeg. or tiff. file on a CD. Be 
sure to incll.lde your name as 
well as the title, dimensions, 
and materials of your work. 

>Please send in all VID­
EO SUBMISSIONS as a 
Quicktime 724x480 NTSC. Be 
sure to include your name as 

- well as the title of your work. 

Feel fret ID contact Ill wi1h any qmstlons, 
c:onc:ems, or ID let Ill koow whether ,OU 
will need Ill ID photograph your wwtl It 

papers@bard.edu 

Hy DIAMOND 
A bv FERLA 
Alex ERIKSEN 
.l>nah MOST 
Enrico PURITA 

.visuals 
Sofia Pia BELENKY 
Emily DEMARTINO 
Sam DOUGLAS 
Tobias EVERKE 
IJndsey FEINBERG 
Ben GODDARD (BACK PHOroi 

Omri LIVNE 
Molly SCHAEFFER 
Kendra SCHIRMER 
Walker TATE 

Saturday, March 7, 2009 
1 p.m - 4 p.m. 
Campus Center 

Employers and organizations recruiting on campus for internships 
and jobs in the Multi-Purpose Room. 

Graduate and professional schools promoting programs in the 
Campus Center Lobby. 

Panel discussions and networking opportunities 
throughout the Campus Center. 

Sponsored by the Career Development Office (CDO) 1bard.edu 



Running a student publication is a 
rewarding experience. But it is a.lso 
a difficu 1lt one. Over the years, we 
have steadily worked to improve 
the visual and textual content of 
the FREE PRESS. We bring it to­
gether, but really you make it hap­
pen. Contribute your information, 
opinions, and art. Help us make 
this publication better than ever. 
More text more text more text more 
text more text more text more text. 
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Bard 

BY STEVEN PIKELNY 
It was revealed over the in­

tersession that Bard College 
and the Levy Economics Insti­
tute lost $3.6 million in con­
junction with the downfall of 
the Ponzi scheme designed by 
disgraced financier Bernard 
Madoff. Because Ezra Mer­
kin, the manager of the fund 
containing Bard's lost invest­
ments, omitted his involvement 
with Madoff from his quarterly 
reports, Bard administrators 
and the board of trustees only 
became aware last December 
that a portion of Bard's endow­
ment had been invested with 
Madoff. 

As the Madoff scheme col­
lapsed at the end of last year, 
Bard found itself in the com -
pany of several colleges duped 
by Madoff, including NYU, 
which lost $24 million, and 
Yeshiva University, which lost 
$14.6 million. In an attempt to 
recover some of the lost funds, 
according to Bard VP and Chief 
Financial Officer Dimitri Pa­
padimitriou, Bard plans to join 
NYU in a lawsuit. 

Madoff created an invest­
ment pyramid scheme by using 
new investors' money--in lieu 
of investment profits from real 
companies--to pay off the se­
curities of old investors. When 
the market began to decline 
and new investors stopped 
coming, the system collapsed 

and Madoff s too-good-t<;i-be­
true short-term returns were 
revealed as a fraud. Madoff is 
currently under house arrest 
in his Park Avenue penthouse, 
awaiting trial. 

Of the $60 million Madoff 
allegedly swindled from inves­
tors worldwide, roughly $1 bil­
lion was from Merltj,n. New 
York Attorney General Andrew 
Cuomo has begun an investi­
gation of his relationship with 
Madoff, and Bard has complied 
with Cuomo's request for infor­
mation and records regarding 

started to decrease. 
The loas from the Madoff 

scheme, however, was over­
shadowed by the losses due 
to the faltemig stock market. 
Bard has lost roughly 11 per­
cent of its formerly $270 million 
endowment since the beginning 
of the fall semester. 

Merkin continually notified 
Bard that 30 to 40 percent of 
the fund was held in cash, said 
Papadimitriou, who also heads 
the Levy Institute. "We initial­
ly felt good that such a portion 
of our investments were in cash 

with such economic condi­
tions," Papadimitriou told "J , b 1 1 the FREE PRESS. t 8 a 80 Ute Y The optimism proved 

,, misplaced, however, when 
OU trageous the Ariel Fund's.quarterly 

' report revealed m Decem-

B t t • her that the cash was ac­
S a yS O 8 elil tually heavily invested in 

Madoff securities, which, 
as was then also becom­

transactions made with Mer­
kin, according to administra­
tion VP Jim Brudvig. 

Leon Levy- the namesake of 
the Levy Institute - introduced 
Merkin to Bard in 1991, at 
which point an account in Mer­
kin's Ariel Fund was created. 
The two organizations invested 
a combined $14 million in the 
fund, which reported good re­
turns until 2007 when they 

ing apparent, did not ac­
tually exist. 

"It's. absolutely outrageous," 
Leon Botstein told Bloomberg 
News. "We never knowingly 
invested with Madoff. We in­
vested with Ezra Merkin." 

Though Bard can plausibly 
claim ignorance, Brudvig ex­
pressed some doubt that the 
school would necessarily have 
terminated the investment 
if Merkin's relationship with 

Madoff had been brought to 
life earlier. "I guess he fooled 
a lot of people out there, and 
he seemed to be making a lot 
of money for people. So I don't 
know if it would have changed," 
Brudvig told the FREE PRESS. 

The story earned Bard some 
(albeit dubious) mention in 
national news media, includ­
ing The New York Times and 
Bloomberg News; a misquote 
of Botstein in the Chronicle 
of Higher Education reported 
that Bard lost $11 million to 
Madoff. At a trustees meeting 
on Jan. 21, Botstein expressed 
some satisfaction with the mis­
quote, since it gives a greater 
appearance that "Bard can sur­
vive anything." 

Bard's current investments 
consist of fixed-income equities 
and bonds, and the remaining 
portion of the Ariel fund. "For­
tunately we are not as depen­
dent on income from our en­
dowment as other institutions 
are," noted Papadimitriou. "We 
are managing frugally." 

Bard's more conservative 
investment strategies leave 
it less vulnerable to the stock 
market's fluctuations. In 
2006, Bard held approximate­
ly $200,000 in AIG, the failed 
bank, according to a report 
from the investment commit­
tee of the board of trustees. It 
is now worth less than $6,000. 

PHOTO BY UNOSEY FEINBERG 



MARKET DECLINE FORCES 

BUDGET CUTS 
10 administrators laid off 

luDLOW MAKES EfflCIENCIES1 REFINES PRIORITES 

BY JONAH MOST & TRAVIS WEN'IWORTH 

Tucked away as we are in our 
camp by the river, our perpetually 
cash-strapped institution has not 
escaped the effects of the bank fail­
ures, plummeting stock values and 
fraudulent investment schemes 
that have dominated the headlines 
in recent months. The administra­
tion has slimmed services, shed 
jobs, and even taken a voluntary 
pay cut to match the lost income. 
Faculty and staff expect that de­
partment budgets, which are due 
at that end of this month, will be 
broadly cut, affecting most every­
thing from executive pay to B&G 
service requests. 

The numbers underpinning such 
actions are jarring: in total, Bard 

has lost about 11 percent of its en­
dowment since the beginning of the 
school year - close to 30 million 
dollars. But compared to colleges 
with much larger endowments, the 
loss of income on Bard's relatively 
small $270 million in savings has 
made for an easier adaptation pro­
cess. Most colleges tend to finance 
operations on returns from endow­
ment investments, which for Bard 
were quite modest even in the best 
of times. As Administration VP Jim 
Brudvig told the FREE PRESS re­
cently, "We had a problem, but we 
only had to get three or four mil­
lion dollars a year from our endow­
ment... When you cut it in half, 
then you're talking about malting a 
PHOTOS BY DAN TERNA 

two million dollar adjustment." 
Still, trimming $2 million from 

the budget is not without victims. 
Ten low- and mid-level administra­
tors were laid off over winter break 
in an effort to increase administra­
tive efficiency, Among them was, 
somewhat ironically, the budget 
director, whose function ordinarily 
consists of overseeing construction 
projects. Since those have mostly 
been put on hold, the administra­
tion felt that his remaining duties 
could be picked up by the controller 
of the College. 

Upper-level administrators have 
not stood above the changes. After 
the first two rounds of budget cuts 
last semester, Brudvig convened 20 
administrators, including the pres-

ident, vice presidents and other 
managers, and asked for voluntary 
participation in a salary reduction, 
from 2.5 to 10 percent each, from 
each of them. All agreed. "I have to 

say that it was wonderful to see 
the response, frankly," Brudvig 
said. Still, the pay cuts did not suf• 
fice, and layoffs had to follow. 

As the budget shortfalls clarify 
Bard's priorities, academics have 
come out on top; according to Brud­
vig, financial aid and faculty pay 
remains unaffected, and two facul­
ty hires--both in the economics de­
partment-will continue as plann'Jd: 

Matthew Deady, Professor of 
Physics and the faculty represen­
tative to the American Association 

of University Professors, reported 
that though academic department 
budgets have been cut by 10 per­
cent across the board, previously 
authorized candidate searches con­
tinue in a number of departments. 

Looking forward, however, some 
positions will likely remain vacant. 
Bard will host fewer visiting and 
temporary faculty. Kris Feder, di­
rector of the economics program, 
explained that "a lot of searches are 
going on," but that many of them 
started "before anyone understood 
what was going to happen." In or­
der to make up for the shortage, it is 
expected that some under-enrolled 
classes--often highly specialized 
upper-level seminars or obscure 
courses in the particular research 
areas of faculty members--will be 
cut, and that some professors will 
be asked to add a section of FYSem 
to their course loads. 

In the big red barn, cuts have 
been more pronounced. Overtime 
wages for B&G employees are now 
only authorized on an emergency 
basis, which is making routine op­
erations difficult for a department 
that has a history of being under­
staffed. As a result, renovations are 
behind schedule. responses to stu­
dent work orders have been slow­
er, and projectt,S. including long­
dreamed-of renovations to Kline, 
the library and Stevenson Gym­
nasium, have been pushed aside. 
Steve Pinchbeck, a steward in the 
HV AC depart~nt, explained that 
"Basically, we have to jam every­
thing we can into an eight hour 
day." The union that represents 
B&G, SEIU Local 200, is currently 
in negotiations with the College to 
prevent layoffs. 

Meanwhile, Laurie Husted, 
Bard's Environmental Resources 
Auditor, has been busy baking 
wedge-shaped brownies, a service 
normally provided by Chartwells 

and funded by the College, in prep­
aration for a conference on climate 
change. Environmental projects, 
which are sometimes considered a 
luxury, are often the first to go in 
leaner times, and her department 
has faced cuts. Bard temporarily 
switched from using 100 percent 
post-consumer paper to 30 percent, 
but through a change in suppliers 
Husted was able to return to the 
old paper. The message, however, 
seems clear: in tough times, paper 
is not a priority. Her department is 
also managing a 10 percent reduc­
tion in funding for trash collection, 
leaving Husted to "hope people re­
cycle more." 

Students already upset with food 
quality on campus may or may not 
be glad to hear that Chartwells is 
doing fine. No matter where the 
market goes, students still eat, al­
though Chartwells has lost some 
revenue from its catering business. 
Chas Cerulli, Director of Dining 
Services, has noted a 20 to 30 per­
cent reduction in orders for depart­
ment breakfasts and staff meetings. 
He explained that some menu items 
may need to be "redeveloped," but 
was confident that budget cuts will 
only affect options and not quality. 

As far as financial aid is con­
cerned, there have been no changes 
for now. "That's another priority we 
have," says Brudvig, "maintaining 
and boosting financial aid whenev­
er possible." No aid packages have 
been reduced due to budget con­
siderations, but a greater demand 
might soon be seen from parents 
who have lost jobs and investments. 
The recession is "starting to trickle 
in a little bit," he says, "some par­
ents losing jobs, things of that sort, 
asking the college for some change 
in financial aid packages. We try to 
respond as best we can by offering 
some more money in certain situa­
tions." 
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FREE PRESS Edi­
tors Used Left­
over Budget to Pay 

Speeding Tickets 

By Travis Wentworth 

With approximately $400 left 
in last semester's budget after 
printing the last issue in color, 
FREE PRESS editors Travis 
Wentworth and Daniel Terna, 
each with outstanding fines 
from speeding violations that 
occurred while driving from the 
printing plant in Wappinger's 
Falls, directed the student gov­
ernment treasurer to issue two 
separate checks made out to the 
Dutchess County Clerk. 

"It's totally justified. These 
tickets were bona fide Free Press 
expenses. Try asking our read­
ers if they would tolerate dally­
ing at 55 MPH on Route 9 when 
there's fresh news to distribute," 
Wentworth said, obviously irri­
tated. 

Terna was issued a ticket for 
going 43 MPH through Hyde 
Park, where the limit is 30. "It 
never occurred to me that I could 
get a speeding ticket," says Ter­
na, who drives a minivan that's 
not as good-looking as he is. "My 
car normally can't break the 
speed limit." 

Wentworth was stopped out­
side of Poughkeepsie going 57 
in a 40 MPH zone. "I could have 
sworn the limit was 55 there. I 
thought I was being responsi­
ble," he told the FREE PRESS. 
"Honest mistake." 

Though Wentworth and Ter­
na are unreservedly defensive of 
their actions, they did acknowl­
edge that if word got out of their 
decision to pay their fines with 
leftover FREE PRESS funds, it 
could be perceived as a corrupt 
abuse of power. "It's a damn 
good thing we control the dis­
course on this campus," Terna 
told Wentworth in a telephon~ 
conversation that they did not 
know was being monitored. 

"Word," Wentworth agreed. 
"What are we going to do - write 
some sort of biting expoi,e on 
student-journalist corruption?" 

When informed of the editors' 
actions, Rob Ross, who is on the 
Student Government Planning 
Committee, said that "these 
guys are clearly assholes." 

Ryan Gustafson, the Sec­
retary of the Student Associa­
tion, refused to stoop to their 
low standards. "What a shame," 
he said. "We're going to live on. 
We're going to survive. 

A TREE FALLS 

IN ANNANDALE 

litr FELLED BY HIGH 
WINDS, TREE DE­

MOLISHES Two CARs 
'7 HEARD A CRACK, LOOKED, AND 

-,,, 
~ W:A'J'CHED 11' FLY. 

,.;,;..__:=~!'.':!--:l:h-.:n.n..m.~.tooTf'SuFFERS DAMAGE 

At 3PM on Thurs. Feb. 12th, 
Linda Christensen, an adminis­
trative assistant at Health Ser­
vices, heard the sound of snap­
ping wood during the wind storm 
that hit campus, and looked out 
the window in time to see a 
large section of a 75-foot tall 
white pine tree plummet to the 
ground and damage several cars. 

PHOTO BY DAN TERNA 



Republicans Turn 
Up Heat in Contest for 

Gillibrand's Vacated 
House Seat 

Last Wednesday, Governor David Pa­
terson set March 31st as the date for a 
special election for the 20th Congressio­
nal District, making official a local race 
that has, by all appearances, already be­
gun. This race ultimately results from 
President Obama's appointment of Sena­
tor Hillary Clinton to serve as Secretary 
of State. After a months-long process, 
generally portrayed as a two-way contest 
between state Attorney General Andrew 
Cuomo, son of former Governor Mario 
Cuomo, and socialite Caroline Kennedy, 
daughter of President Kennedy, Governor 
Paterson ultimately selected Congress­
woman Kirsten Gillibrand, who had rep­
resented the 20th Congressional District 

since January of 2007, as Clinton's suc­
cessor. 

Gillibrand has proven to be a contro­
versial choice with many in the New York 
City area, due to her low name recognition 
and her staunchly conservative stances 
on guns and immigratiofl. Congresswom­
an Carolyn McCarthy of Long Island, 
an outspoken proponent of gun control, 
who entered politics after her husband 
was shot to death by a mass murderer, 
told reporters that she was considering 
a primary challenge to Gillibrand, before 
her appointment was even officially an­
nounced. On the other hand, Gillibrand 
is enormously popular with voters in up­
state New York, being the first upstater 
to represent New York in the US Senate 
in over forty years. She has also received 
praise from GLBT groups for her endorse­
ment, just after accepting Paterson's 
appointment, of national same-sex mar­
riage. Gillibrand has also promised to 
meet with leaders of the New York Latino 
community to discuss accommodations on 
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immigration issues. 
Gillibrand's shifts on these issues like­

ly reflect the political differences between 
her former congressional district and the 
state as a whole. The New York 20th 
was created after the 2000 census to be a 
fairly safe Republican district. It extends 
from Hyde Park, just south of Bard's cam­
pus, along the eastern edge of the state, 
bypassing the greater Albany area and 
extending north almost to the Canadian 
border, with a western extension reach­
ing almost to northeastern Pennsylvania. 
Like much of Upstate New York, most 
of this area has been solidly Republican, 
with only a handful of exceptions, as long 
as there has been a Republican party. 
With the decline of industrial activity in 
the Northeast, the region's general oppo­
sition to President Bush's aggressive for­
eign policy, the influx of population from 
the expanding New York City suburbs 
and exurbs, and the increasing threat of 
global warming to local wildife, the area 
has recently become a battleground for 

NATIONAL ATTENTION TURNS TO 
SPECIAL ELECTION IN HUDSON VALLEY 

the two major parties. Before the 2006 
midterm elections, the Republican Party 
held seven congressional seats in Upstate 
New York; now, they have been reduced 
to two. 

In addition to Democrats and Republi­
cans, three minor parties will have ballot 
access for this special election: the New 
York Conservative Party, which is gen­
erally close to the Republicans but has 
refused to nominate a moderate candi­
date, such as New York City Mayor Mike 
Bloomberg; the Independence Party, a 
moderate group whose sole member in 
the State Assembly sits with the Dett10-
crats; and the Working Families Party, a 
left-leaning group close to the Democrats. 
The Re1_>Ublican and Conservative Parties 
have endorsed State Assembly Minority 
Leader Jim Tedisco, who represents a 
district in the Troy area. The Democratic 
Party has nominated Scott Murphy, a lo­
cal venture capibµist and former senior 
staffer to Democratic Governors of Mis­
souri Mel Carnahan and Roger Wilson. 
The Independence Party is expected to 
endorse Tedisco; the Working Families 
Party is expected to endorse Murphy. 
Under state law, candidates nominated 

By Donna McColloch 

by more than one party appear on each 
party's ballot line and are credited with 
the total number of votes they receive on 
all lines where they appear. For special 
elections, no primaries are held; µistead, 
the chairs of the county chapters of the 
parties in the relevant area elect nomi­
nees. The Libertarian Party, though it 
lacks ballot access, has put forth party 
chair Eric Sundwall as a write-in candi­
date. 

Both major party candidates have rea­
son to be hopeful about their prospects 
in this race. Despite Barack Obama's 
narrow victory in the 20th this past No­
vember, the area still has far more reg­
istered Republicans than Democrats, and 
the Republican apparatus is still strong. 
Tedisco has a long track record and a fa­
vorable reputation in the Upstate area. A 
poll commissioned by his camapaign with 
Public Opinion Strategies showed him 
leading Murphy by 50% to 29"/o, with the 
remainder undecided. 

Murphy, on the other hand, i.as advan­
tages of his own. He has already raised 
more than $200,000, capitalizing on na­
tional party connections. Much of Tedis­
co°ii lead in polls is likely due to Murphy's 

status as an unknown, and over the next 
six weeks he will have time to introduce 
himself to far more residents of the dis­
trict. He has already connected his work 
as a venture capitalist, funding and con­
sulting for startup businesses, with the 
district's overwhelming need for more 
jobs. Now-Senator Gillibrand, who won 
here last November with more than 60% 
of the vote, has come back to the district 
to campaign for him. 

Ultimately the outcome of this race 
hinges mainly on turnout. If Democratic 
voters continue to show the low level of mo­
tivation they have demonstrated in other 
special elections since Barack Obama's 
victory on November 4th, Tudisco will 
win in a landslide, giving the Republic.an 
Party further hope of taking back control 
of Congress in 2010 and defeating Presi­
dent Obama in 2012. On the other hand, 
a win for Murphy over such a prominent 
figure in state politics as Tedisco would be 
a humiliation to the Republicans. Special 

- elections are wildly unpredictable. Given 
the low expected turnout, the participa­
tion of Bard students and employees may 
prove crucial. 
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BARD BACK TO #1 POT SCHOOL, SAYS PRINCETON REVIEW 

By REBECCA WEBB 
How taboo is the subject of marijuana usage? 

Of course, the action is illegal. Major bummer. But 
the discussion, and the odd cultural roots of our 
•pot school" status, are not. However much a non­
issue pot is, the Princeton Review's guidebook for 
college-bound youngsten has devoted a section of 
its "Campus Life" coverage to the prevalence of this 
very illicit and somehow very illustrious non-drug 
of a drug. Impressionable teens and their parents 
from all across the country can see which college 
tops the list oC-Reefcr Madness" schools. This year­
-after a sad decline in 2008 when Hampshire and 
UVM overtook u~--clinching the number one spot, 
and taking home the title, once again, is Bard Col­
lege. 

The whole thing feels a bit like a pervene ver­
sion of the Niclcelodeon Kids' Choice Awards, a 
televised popularity contest in which kids vote for 
whatever illustrious titles are to be bestowed upon 
their own ranks. In weird categories like -Sirken­
stock-wearing, tree-hugging, clove-smoking, veg­
etarians," for which Bard came in third, or Mdodge­
ball targets," for which Bard came in 15th, the 
Princeton Review ranks colleges using a survey that 
students complete of the college they attend. Bring 
on the slime and a belching Justin Timberlake. 

So the question seems to be: How did Bard land 
the much-coveted first place position? Are we re­
ally smoking that much pot, and for that matter, 
are we brimming with pride just at the prospect of 
holding that big orange blimp? 

No, says freshman Michael Allen. •Bard is abso­
lutely not the number one weed smoking school in 
the country," but we do •have exactly the right level 
of arrogance and abrasive, odd school pride to lie 
about haw much we smoke." We just want to win. 
We have a reputation to uphold as upstanding non­
conformist badass intellectuals. If doing that means 
embellishing our illicit tendencies for all those ea­
ger parents, impressionable youths and Princeton 
Review execs who think reefer madness is not a 
non-jssue but in fact some sort of a manifestation 
of intellectual rebellion, we will do just that. 

When asked why people smoke pot, Allen said 
simply, •Pot is good because it feels good." Presi­
dents, Olympic athletes, and hipsters alike can at­
test to that. So yes, maybe we do like pot, but that's 

not the reason we say so to the Princeton Review. 
Bard's being deemed the number one pot school 
has little to do with pot, and all its non-issue good­
ness. Drug use, even marijuana (in what is more 
of a presaiption drug era), earns Bard kids leftist 
street cred. 

Though it's definitely not hard to get marijuana 
on campus--as Allen points out, you only have to 
ask one or two people to get sent in the right di­
rection--it's not the easy access that put Bard above 
other institutions in the polls. Bard is all about the 
mainstream left image, and putting forth an image 
of, in Allen's words, a •hip Mecca." He agreed that 
students will say whatever it is that cultivates that 
image. •If it means saying that they smoke a lot 
of weed in the moment, they'll say that, and if it 
means Bard has awesome literature classes, they'll 
say that." 

It's la mode. In order to put forth an appear­
ance of grand and conquering cool. the students at 
Bard ended up making a statement about some­
thing the school itself goes out of its way to have a 
lack of statement about. And maybe this is why the 
ranking gets so much attention. On ca,npus, where 
there are many out-there issues we seem to own, 
legalization of pot isn't one of them. No matter 
how good, in the end pot just isn't all that dear to 
our hearts. (Right?) As Allen so doquendy put it, 
•weed is like video games and masturbation. You 
always enjoy doing all three, but at the end of the 
day, you wish that none of them were part of your 
lifi 

,. 
e . 

We are a school with great literature classes 
and marijuana, maybe not the most, but enough to 
keep the oversized cardigan-wearing pilgrims and 
their parents coming to this •hip Mecca" annually. 
The students at Bard are willing to own this im­
age, even if the administration, or individ~ like, 
for instance, Allen's father, who upon hearing about 
the interview sent him an email discounging it as 
legally irresponsible, are not. Unfortunatdy in the 
case of Allen ~re, the email was received after the 
interview had already been conducted. Allen then 
forwarded me his father's email and his own re­
sponse, reprimandiqg his father for his lack of 
backbone. 

We've got the abrasive school pride. We'll take 
that orange blimp now. 



MOLLY SCHAEFFER 

PHOTO BY LINDSEY FEINBERG 
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Animal Collective, 
Merriweather Post Pavilion 

By ENRICO PURITA 

Merriweather Post Pavillion's 'pop' hit, "My Girls," is six 
minutes long and features no conventional pop instruments. 
That some Animal Collective fans call the new album a pop 
album shows how far Animal Collective has always been 
from being defined as pop, as well as the innovative quality 
of the so-called 'pop' within the album. 

From the first atmospheric text.ures that start off "In the 
Flowers" before Avey Tare whisks the listener away with 
his well-known penchant for whimsy, it is clear that Animal 
Collective has continued the logical progression that started 
with Feels and continued with Strawberry Jam. The luscious 
acoustic numbers, for better or worse, seem to have eluded 
the band. In the process, however, with Merriweather Post 
Pavilion, Avey Tare, Panda Bear, and Geologist have crafted 
something alternately luscious and just as beautiful. 

It is inevitable that the group has alienated some fans that 
either appreciated the more sonically chaotic "Here Comes 
the Indian" or immediately sentimental "Sung Tongs". How­
ever, Animal Collective has retained the creative energies 
and sonic layers that have defined their music, while putting 
focus into their compositions, something most legitimately 
creative acts find so difficult in the commercial recording in­
dustry. This focus has made the band capable of attracting a 
wider audience. 

Though make no mistake: this is not conventional pop mu­
sic by any means. In fact, it is the band's folk roots, which 
show through once again on this album, that make the songs 
memorable and accessible. 

The slow progression of "My Girls" is no Beach Boys song, 
despite the uncanny resemblance that Panda Bear's voice 
bears to Brian Wilson's harmonic quality. Instead, "My Girls" 
takes its time in reaching its musical climax. 

The rest of the album flows as if the listener were meant to 
listen to all songs in progression (a breath of fresh air, as oth­
er artists focus on appeasing the iTunes store). The grungy 
guitar sounds and four-to-the-floor bass that kick off "Sum­
mertime Clothes" lead it into the fast-paced summer sing­
along, which is a perfect example of the manner in which 
each song on this album progresses in its own rightful pace. 

"Daily Routine" finds Avey Tare singing a darker melody 
that eventually turns into a vocal drone that any AC fan, 
especially those that loved Feels, can appreciate. "Bluish," in 
shifting the mood from summer to winter, fuses eerie synth 
layers and sparse Panda Bear percussion with a catchy cho­
rus filled with bells to make both Aphex Twin and Peter 
Bjorn eat their hearts out. 

The latter half of the album continues the mood shifting 
artd slow build-ups. "Taste" features analog synths that show 
that Animal Collective can do 8-bit music while still incorpo-

rating catchy melodies. "Lion in a Coma" steals the album's 
hard-fought prize for best song for three reasons: the play on 
words in the title/lyrics (classic AC), the vocals by Avey Tare 
and Panda Bear (they've never sounded better together), and 
the "Lion in a Coma" tribal chant that could only be Animal 
Collective. 

"No More Runnin" and "Brothersport" also could be con­
sidered among the album's best. "No More Runnin" is a slow 
number that's sentimentally off-kilter. "Brothersport," al­
ready played live by the band for about a year, is also song 
that's sure to be a fan favorite for years to come. 

Yes, it's true, the group has gotten much more popular 
and you can already see the marketing process begin (namely 
the "My Girls" video, that, despite being quite trippy, also 
bears an all-too-similar resemblance to an iPod commercial). 
However, the band continues to make the music that they 
want to make. They are still on Domino Records, they still 
sell out shows that don't exceed $30 for a ticket, and there is 
nothing theatrical about them. 

By being both down°to-earth and accessible, they have be­
come an indie kid's worst nightmare. Animal Collective, with 
Merriweather Post Pavilion, is both an untainted experimen­
tal act and an indie pop dream. 

" . , 
I""..-•· 

SAM DOUGLAS 



ever, were not satisfied with just of- a kamikaze pilot is asked for his last 
Setting aside the fact that this ste- fending the Japanese. They devote words. He says, "None, except get 
reotype is seemingly unfounded, the a small portion of the short to poke me out of here." The last scene is a 
use of a hot dog as the food of choice fun at both Adolf Hitler and Benito buoy floating with a sign on it that 
for the Japanese man is also puz- Mussolini. The segment on Hitler is says "Regrettable Incident Please" 
zling. perhaps the most disturbing scene to mock the typical Japanese Ameri-

When a Japanese chef demon- in the entire short as it depicts him can speech. 
strates how to make a "Japanese receiving a postcard from someone Without the aid of Looney Tunes 
Club Sandwich," it is clear that the pictured waving and smiling inside staples like Bugs Bunny or Donald 
animators have little knowledge of of a concentration camp with the Duck, the short starts and ends with 
Japanese culture. Besides the hu- word "Wish You Were Here!" writ- the familiar l.oon~y Tunes jingle 
mor to be found in the American ten on the card. The cartoon pokes coupled with the stuttering of Porky 
ethnocentricity of making a fictional fun at Mussolini's vision of re-ere- Pig, but in no other way resembles 
Japanese Club Sandwich, there is ating Rome by showing him sitting a Looney Tunes cartoon. This is in 
the fact that the chef, in the anima- lonely amongst Roman ruins play- sharp contrast to other controver­
tors' attempt to somehow display ing with a yo-yo. sial cartoons of the era, such as Don­
American economic superiority, •--------------,-,,,.....1• aid Duck's run-in with the Nazis or 
makes it with a bread ration card Bugs Bunny's own adventure with 
and a meat ration card. the Japanese.· 

The cartoon continues to assault The short is also extremely dark, 
Japanese culture by showing the lat- which, despite its (albeit racist) hu-
est Japanese fashion craze as a man mor, was one of the main reasons 
dancing around a candle dressed in why it was banned from the view 
nothing but a diaper (this feature is of young, impressionable children. 
titled "Nippon-Nifties'). The Japa- Going far beyond Captain America's 
nese Babe Ruth is also shown, and war oiideology with the Soviets, this 
not surprisingly, he is yP-t another short is a censored piece of history. 
skinny man called the "king of swat" This is the last we see of the other It is a cartoon that shows the Ameri-
who is swatting at a fly (a play on Axis powers as the focus shifts back can mindset that was prevalent in 
Ruth's "Sultan of Swing" nickname). to the Japanese military industrial 1943. Thank god it's not 1943. 

The creators of the short, how- complex. In the dramatic final scene, 
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Body-Slammed with Love 
In The Wrestler, Rourke on the ropes 
is at the height of his career 

By ALEX ERIKSEN 

After a string of roles as bit-part tough 
guys and grizzled Mafioso thugs, Mick­
ey Rourke has flnaUy come into his own. 
He plays Randy "The Ram" Robinson, a 
washed-up professional wrestler trying for 
one last shot at the big time. The Ram was 
a fan favorite in the '80s, but now that the 
crowds have fallen silent, Randy finds him­
self wrestling In foreign legion halls and mov­
ing crates at a local grocery store to pay the 
rent. Other than being among the fellow pli­
ers of his trade, Randy is largely alone in the 
world. The broken down trailer he lives In is 
only sometimes visited by the neighborhood 
children who still see him as a hero. Despite 
his appearance, Randy suffers from a num­
ber of health problems. Yet he persists in his 
one passion, wrestling. For the Ram, making 
it back to the top of the wrestllng circuit Is not 
just a way to pay the bills; it's what means 
the most to him in life. 

When he's not wrestling he spends time 
at a local strip dub, trying to win the affec­
tion of Cassidy (Marissa Tomei), one of the 
club's more senior erotic dancers. Cassidy 
and Randy from their first scene have great 
chemistry. They've both built their lives out 
of selling themselves and are beginning to 
question how much further they can go. It's 
a difflCUlt relationship from the start. Cassidy 
is barred from seeing customers, and Randy 
has nothing to ofter but stories of days gone 
by. 

At the beginning of the second act, Randy 
suffers a near fatal heart attack after a par­
ticularly grueling match. His use of steroids 
and painkillers have taken their toll on the 
fifty year-ala Robinson. On cassldy's ad­
vice, he tries to reconnect with his estranged 
daughter Stephanie (Evan Rachel Wood). 
Their first encounter is sour, but another at­
tempt lands Rourke the best scene In the 
movie and arguably the best of his entire ca­
reer. From here, Randy must struggle with 
abandoning his wrestling persona and trying 
to lead an ordinary life. The transition is pain­
ful and truly lays bare the soul of Rourke's 
character. 

The story and characters are slimmed 
down to the bare essentials. The film choos-

es several key themes and hits them all with 
equal force. Love, life, death, age, fame and 
consequence are the foundation for the dra­
ma that unfolds. Back story is sacrificed for 
the power of the present; little background 
is provided about Randy's abandonment of 
the adolescent Stephanie or how Cassidy 
ended up as an exotic dancer. These points 
would make the characters more rounded, 
but the real meat of the story is in Rourke's 
performance. The tragic hero of Randy "The 
Ram" Robison is undoubtedly one of the 
best in recent memory. Rourke emotionally 
wrestles between his persona In the ring and 
that of an ordinary man. I can't help but think 
of the Greek hero Achilles having to choose 
between dying a hero or living to old age as 
an ordinary man. 

With Maryse Alberti's camera sticking 
close to Rourke, the audience feels Intimate­
ly close to the aging wrestler. Shot predomi­
nantly by hand-held cameras, the movie feels 
like a documentary shot by an invisible man. 
The camera deftly moves around Rourke 
and his environment like a silent partner. 
In the wrestling matches, the camera work 
shows really how innovative it can be, reciev­
lng a few well earned wows from even the 
staunchest anti-wrestling proponent. What is 
strange to note is that the overall style feels 
somewhat constrained compared to director 
Darren Aronofsky's body of work. His per­
vious films, such as The Fountain, Pl, and 
Requiem for a Dream, rely on spllt-second 
editing and a bag full of camera tricks. The 
Wrestler, however, boasts of none of what 
Aronofsky is most recognized for. Perhaps, 
In the end, this is a blessing. There's nothing 
to distract our focus from Rourke. 

The Wrestler Is one of the most beauti­
fuUy tragic films of our time. It has a way of 
capturing the places, sounds, and people of 
everyday life without drawing obvious atten­
tion to what it's doing. The Wrestler can bank 
most of its success on how well it translates 
the unconscious thoughts of our times. Mon­
ey, the Mure, success, all of these and more 
are contained In every frame. In a cold New 
Jersey winter, Rourke emerges as a hero we 
can believe in-In a struggle we can believe 
is incredible. 
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When Bradford Morrow was invited to bring his literary 
journal Conjunctions to Bard, he knew as soon as he arrived 
that it was the right place for him. •1 felt, Tois is the home, 
this is home,• said Morrow, a professor of literature at Bard 
since 1990. 

Nineteen years later, Morrow and Conjunctions are firmly 
established in Annandale-on-Hudson, and just as the journal 
brought Bard literary repute, so Bard has brought more to 
Conjunctions than its founding editor could ever have pre­
dicted. 

'Conjunctions began in 1981. The first issue was a Festschrift 
(homage) to the publisher of the renowned experimental pub­
lishing company New Directions. From the beginning, Conjunc­
tions embraced disparate authors (John Ashbery, Tennessee 
Williams, John Hawkes) and forms (prose, poetry, plays, critical 
works and interviews). Morrow's modest hope was to publish a 
few issues before folding. Yet later this year, Conjunctions will 
publish its fifty-second issue. The publication's surviva~ Morrow 
freely admits, is largely thanks to Bard College. 

"It's been as perfect a relationship between publisher and 
editorial and authors that you could imagine," said Morrow. He 
feels the partnership was a natural one. •rve always thought 
of Bard as an institution that represented many of the same 
ideals [as) Conjunctions--a willingness to innovate, an interest 
in coming out of a tradition but creating a new tradition at 
the same time." 

The Bard connection had begun even before Morrow arrived 
here: Bard faculty members Robert Kelly and Mary Caponegro 
were early contributors. 

Upon arriva~ Morrow set up a fiction reading series, and he 
said he has always been impressed by "the level of discourse, 
the level of inquiry the students can show in some of these 
encounters with writers." Visiting authors have included Joyce 
Carol Oates, Paul Auster, and Jeffrey Eugenides, who, not long 
after his visit, won a Pulitzer Prize for Middlesex. Oates, instead 
of reading, wrote a short play that Bard students performed 
and she then revised. •so it helped her; said Morrow. ihere's 
something in it for them, too." 

One of the most memorable readers was the late David 
Foster Wallace, now iconic for his innovative postmodern prose 

style. He had been published in Conjunctions before he be­
came well-known. He came to Bard in the early '90s, •tong 
before he became mythologized and lionized, and he became 
the great David Foster Wallace of Infinite Jest; Morrow says 
of Wallace. Wallace committed suicide last year. 

Morrow recalls that when Bard students tore apart one of 
Wallace's stories, the author admitted they were right, put his 
head on the table and begged them to move on. 

Morrow is a huge fan of his students. ·Bard students tend 
to be inquisitive and intelligent and unafraid." When speaking 
of the Bard graduates now involved with Conjunctions, his pride 
is palpable. ·several former Bard students still work as editors," 
he said. ihere's almost a generational arc taking place that's 
frankly gratifying to behold." 

One former student, Micaela Morrissette, is instrumental in 
conjunctions.com, which Morrow calls •a third phantom issue" 
of the semiannual journal The site publishes one new work ev­
ery week and has had nearly a half million visitors. Morrissette 
~gards it as essential to the future of Conjuncti'ons. "Some of 
the most innovative and exhilarating work that we're involved 
with appears on Web Conjunctions; said Morrissette. 

As Morrow· sees it, the Bard ethos is an excellent fit with 
Conjunctions and his teaching. ·tt•s an idealistic approach. 
'What would be the best course you could have taken when 
you were at college? Okay-design it. Do it! .. Similarly, he has 
been allowed to do what he wants to with the journal 

'The support you feel here is very liberating and makes you 
feel responsible towards the students, toward the community. 
to do the very, best you can do; said Morrow. ·uke ~veryone 
else here, I'm here to learn too." 

PHOTO BY OMRI LIVNE 



Bard to Provide American Accreditation 
to University ih Kyrgyzstan 

AUCA professes ''love of critical thinking," says 
Becker 

INfflATIVE FUNDED BY SOROS 

BY ELIAS ISQUITB 

Bard College, which currently accred­
its degrees from schools in Israel and Rus­
sia, is poised to expand its already global 
reach to Kyrgyzstan this summer. The 
American University of Central Asia, lo­
cated in the republic's capital city of Bish­
kek, has been in existence for 16 years, 
and describes itself on its website as the 
product of a "wave of change" that "swept 
across Central Asian countries" following 
the fall of the USSR. It is comprised of 
1,305 students from 19 countries and pro­
fesses a "love of critical thinkin~ that it 
considers distinctly American in nature. 

Jonathan Becker, Director of Bard's 
Global and International Affairs Pro­
gram, visited the campus and calls the 
university a "leading institution in the re-

gion" with a "strong reputation" and "ex­
cellent students." 

Asked why Bard chose AUCA specifi­
cally, Mr. Becker noted the university's 
international student body and its global 
reputation as a "leading educational re­
form institution." Bard is routinely "ap­
proached by many schools" looking for 
cooperation, Mr. Becker says, but AUCA's 
liberal arts ethos is especially "unusual in 
the region" and deserving of support. Be­
yond the university's prestige, Mr. Becker 
also cites its need for "assistance" dealing 
with Kyrgyzstan's Ministry of Education, 

assistance that a formal cooperation with 
Bard can provide. 

Though high-minded support for lib­
eral education certainly played a part in 
Bard's decision, a more direct catalyst for 
this initiative was none other than George 
Soros and his Open Society Institute, 
which originally proposed the partnership 
to Bard. The involvement of Soros, Bard's 
proverbial rich uncle, provides financial 
guarantees to the program, ensuring that 
Bard will not lose money on the endeavor. 
The involvement also puts Bard further in 
Soros's gilded good graces. 

Asked whether Bard intends to make a 
political statement by accrediting AUCA, 
Mr. Becker commented that the move is 
in line with previous decisions-such as 
Bard's joint campuses with Al-Quds Uni-

versity in East Jerusalem and St. Peters­
burg University-to "promote the value 
of education." Yet Bard students should 
not expect to hear "Bishkek" as often as 
"Smolny" in the coming years, as th~re is 
no dual-campus plan. Mr. Becker added 
that Bard won't be as close with AUCA as 
it currently is with Smolny. "There will be 
some adjustments, and the relationship 
will be less joint." 

The Republic of Kyrgyzstan borders 
Kazakhstan to its north and China to its 
south. It is home to a population of more 
than five million. 
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you agree with that? Do you feel dniaed, or 
like yoa'e juat getting muud? 

Maazcl: Oh God, I mean, I hope I have limit­
less potential, it was an ~ibly generous press 
release that they put out. Yes I would like to 
imagine that I have limitless potential, I'd like to 
imagine that I have any potential, forg t r­
lesi!, r do very much feel like a novice Uhl 1, I 
mean fm really just stirting out. It was my first 
book that received the prize and ·I'm now work­
ing on a secona one and I have so much to learn. 
Each book is it's own universe, it's like you have 
to start from scratch. So you can , bank so 
much on how well the first book did. It gives 
maybe a modicum , confidence, ma~ ~t 
enough to gef st:arted on book number two. 

Talking about getting started, when you bfgin 
a book what is it $tly that you begin with, a 

s\,\cific character or theme? 
rlhat's a good quc III I don't have so mudi ex­
l>erience, like I hav~"t ,>vrltten seven books so 
there's no actual c: nrr I, 1n generally I u • I}' 
,tart out .)Vith themts-whkh J daa't ~eal!I 
is the best way to go. Often , you're a rcbr I 

kind ofwtiter usually your work co!Tles al the es­
pense of stor, and people and emotional c,1nte1 t, 

if ,1, • c just all thematic. My new bk is aboft 
, you know far be it for me to write l 

book about people who are lun~l , like. '.!'19'. l 
want to write about this guy who has this prob­
lem and wants to accomplish 'x.,.,.,.,,• I usually 
think I want to write about lonelinesa and how 
loneliness rears its ugly head in the world, and 
then just find people to accommodate the themes 
I want to put in play. Eventually the characters 
do sort of take over. 

Yesterday at the reading, you said that a re­
emerging topic in Ltut Ltut Cbance is reincar­

nation. 
That's true. 

Has that alWllfl been something you person­
ally have been interested in, or did it just fit 

well in the book? 
The latter, I think. I might have mentioned at the 
reading that my grandfather, who is quite old -
he's 105 - he believes in reincarnation and so for 
a while he was teaching himself German because 
her wanted to come back in the next life knowing 
German, and I thought 'this is mad,' but I really 
piought it was kind of just charming and fasci­
nating and I kind of had that in mind when I 
was !ffiting up this grmdrnother. But in order to 
make this useful for the book and not just some 
quirky 1 1i.J1 , I decided that maybe she thought 
that everyone in the family was someone else re­
incarnated, and this gave me an o_pportunity to 
give voice to all the dead people that even~ 
become the main dtaracters. As it turned out 
thematically. I got very !ucky because a large part 
of the book is about narcotics recovery. So many: 
of the principla of narcotics r«overy and even 
recovery from alcoholism i, that you go and you 
tell your stoq and you keep coming bade. bop 
rosning to ilM'Ctinp, Nkf you 1'leep gCCliDg new 

to Rilmmt ~ Aod tbat's pRttJ 

much what reincarnation is about: you just keep 
coming back and you pick up where the last life 
left oft: But no, I don't myself believe in reincar­
nation, it's sort of an appalling idea tu lv. 

Really? 
~tt 'm not sure I'd want to come back - what if 
1 come back as a newt or something? 

Well what would you like to happen after you 
die - •hat do you think happens after you diel 

l think ~u j U!or go into the ffrund. l think that's 
it. Althoug_h they say y~ can only come back the 
same or mon:, it's like )VO're lscending a ladder, 
so in theory I wouldn't come back as a newt but I 
might come back a slightly better writer, let'e say; 

r ,ou know. an opera singer. 
lhat's MMlaer c~uWfflce to have? 

N • , e'VCEJJ writer ~=ly wants to be a rock star, 
• in a band. 1 have a little bit of those asp• 

tlons: I pl • &11,iw, but I suck. I wanna be - this 
embttrassment - I want to be a car me­

c i , • you must Jmo1111 l've ajwaysi beeo. fas, 
cinated lry how; Ebm!s wor~ and I lo* cars. So 

o k ttar, auto mechanic, writer. 
I'm sorry I didn't crowd surf at the r~. 

llexttune. 
So y&u are uaching a class while you'e here at 

Bard? 
No, the l,nutiful thing about the Bard pfize is 
that they ea.lly let you decide what you want to 
make of ,. ur time up here. Obviously my top 
priority is to write my book, but I've so enjo~ 
being here, and the students I've met have been 
just so engaging and smart, that I think I'm gon­
na try to have a bi-monthly salon, for a lack of a 
better word - encourage whoever wants to come 
to a nighttime event, sit around and discuss vari­
ous aspects of craft, first sentences, last sentences, 
intercourse in fiction, how do you write it - that 
sort of thing. Talk about the kind of stuff you 
don't necessarily get to talk about in your more 
official classes. 

What is the one characteristic needed to he a 
writer? 

Tenacity, really, you have to keep at it, keep writ­
in l 'ltel!p~9ft0-R91: twp, }IQIA -:i,__, 
Besides that, you need some thick skin, because 
there's always people out there who don't appre­
ciate what you're doing. And you know, passion 
is always good. 
So you got the prize, and along with that came 

S30,000 - what was your last big purchase or 
the most exciting thing you bought with the 

money? 
The economy is so bad, and the arts are just al­
ways under siege, that it's unclear to me when 
I'm ever going to make money ever again. My 
brothet tells me I have this scuttle m,entality like 
fm ~ hoarding. like any second I'm going 
be broke, the reason 1 think is that frequently I 
am broa. I want to take the judges out to dinner, 
this gonna be my big eapcnditure. I do a lot o{ 
........... it's not lib a hacratnie 1ifesfyle fm llv­
in,,~ I get I have 10 ~I awa,1 

lfyoa IOIDeday were to teach a claas 
IHn, hut the requirement was you 
had to teach one sped6c hook or 

tnlthor, who would :,au choose? 
Oh, that's a good one. On the spot;' I 
think I'd tc11ch Jo Sawn.ago aad I 
think I would teach 7he Caw, which 
is one of my all time favorite novels. 
I thi.Qk. he. ii a marvel. 1he Cave is j~! 
a stur+tog p of work and 11 nJy's 
read it. lie~ liO inventive and lyrical. 

There's -1so the wit and humor in 
your fwtititti• I was wondering~ 

that came from in your life, or how 
you came to use it to balance out 

ltoriee in you boGL 
Weil l~ve .ilw;i)'S l>een a bit of a haDI -
you know wha 1 was gro'!E_g u , m, 
fl h a. lot of cockt-ail ~es. 
'and l was • r~ to malcf <&pplll!l'IRCS 
at thele attful events. My job was ba­
sifaij}'1 Jo ~e fwxning and ent.ertain­
ing avd I hatii i,l, but I went ~y 
and someh~ I tot idfo this hal\it I 
JU· r b nm·, it e<>tPes very sil to me. 
But thtn u I gpt. older I tot into tllis 

bad habit,, 1 1 ~ all the tilll\► just 
r, ;J - n,., ~ up - n<>t self-ag&raqdiz-
1 g. Jip, or lies that 1 me anything, 
I ju ·t tiked to tell stories, it was alf in 
sc ' 1o.:e of <'t'" the I ugh When I 
s :· ~1 to wri~ in ea~, all of that 
went into t~ n<:tion, and I suddenly: 
got ~mely b°'\'iO&· • b,, .h-wanted 
to talk to me ,1.0 _ 1: becallse I just 
•r p lying, ~l• p d • n • stories, 
itopped being Jnny, bec:mse it all 
went into the wqrk. Pathos is very hard 
tQ write without trying to look at the 
colaic wulerbelly of thin~. Usualli 
t-h. ng-; that are really ugly are usually 
also j l t hilarious. • 

Important question: whee would 
you say students are more attractive -

Bard or Williams: 
Oh Bard, hands down, I could elabo:: 
rate if you want ... Bard. 
Is gnd school when you started writ­

ing seriously? 
When I was getting my Master's at 

Bennington: is when I really started to 
write fiction in earnest, writing regu­
larly. When I say that you always have 
to write. I don't mean fiction - write 
non-fict1on, write poetry, write song 
lyrics, write found poetry, doodle, 
~. ~t. pu$la wonl, 

around the page is really what I always 
tell people, because you can get stuck 
in a hox, and what yo11 want to figure 
out is how to get out of your box. 'This 
is starting to aound lewd, but if you'n: 
~nstantly pta,lng around with things 
and trying to do things that feel coun­
ter intuitive to you, you will be able to 
open new doors and that's how your 
1'l'iting will ~rove. 

How do you addresa any eerious 
snags in ,-urwriting? 

OAen if I really get stuck I just go read 
om thlilg. Just go read some writer 

that will get you excitc:41 I like to do 
a lot of found poetry - I open up some 
random book aod pl cit out words that 
interest me, 'aml 1 try to rearra.ogc them 
on the page ana' see what bcoomes of 
them and that's wn. The whole point 
is to find a way l!njo • youl'91llf again 
ad8 ~4Ually on.cc that starts to happen 
tbrt won;Js will conte. 
Lq ques1Joiw. what do you like to do 
for fun outBide oMnitlag - or is writ-

ing enough? 
l'fo, well I make really stupid movies -
on iny website there's four JllGVies of 
the reincarntt«l p~plc in the book. I 
flave a lot of n ti "' all over my 
•parttnent and one . , I [lhought, 'Oh 
I'll iu,t make some mmes with my 
little~oofy camera.' And they're so stu­
p d that one day the New York Times 
llitiiuled me. and said, 'Do you want to 
write a pt us - an op-ed for this 
thb :~ we do in 11 I! summertime' - and 
then they asked me to make a movie 
to accompany the piece, and I was like 
'Have you teen my. movies?'~ so 
dumb. But 'they said 'No, we like then{ 

and I dl ght wow, the paper of ffCOl'd 
is guing to publish one of my stupid 
mo\'les, and so I made this movie for 
them and boy was it stupid. but they 
Y,ut it on their websi~ Second to the 
day I found out I sold my book. it was 
the most exciting thing that's evcy 
happened to me profes_itio~ Besides 
that, I play my guitar but like l said I 

Fiona Maazel 

ast Last 
Chanc:e 

·-

, 
suck. Besides that I'm just a normal 
girl. 
Fionll Mllll%el's T.Oehsih , illstlastth4nu. 
co,n, tmd does indad haw follT tffO'Uia. 

"De Y~• is rec<>111menud. 1.uremd 
SbidmtJ r/Jo,,U k on t« /NhJ,u jiw Fio-

tMJ -~ 
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FIRESIDE CHATS 
Notes fiom the Student Senate Spcalcer 

BY F.NJuco PuluTA 
T want to 1et )Ull all know, first. and hmiost. that the 
!student Senate is \'a)' ambitious this semester and 

hopes to change some of the less fiM>rable aspects of campus 
life. Yes, I know, everyone in Students Government spews 
this same cliche rhetoric. ~ this is the Senate's sec­
ond semester of operation. Chris GM:11 and the first Senate 
set the prea:dcot and focused on establishing the powers of 
the Senatt, which, for those who are unaw.m; is the legisla­
tive branch of student government responsible for shaping 
student government policy. We have me ICt1D11ing senators 
(including myself) and six ambitious, newly ck-md senators. 

This, ~ is the boring introduction. I want to focus 
these chats on updating )Ull all on the progress that we are 
making. Rest assured, there is progress and what fullows is 
all importmt. I woo't make this amolutoo,I promise. Hac's 
what we're busy with this semester: 

We are working on a student government website. We 
envision an open fmim in which all students can voice their 
opinion about student goymiment or campus life in general. 
We want a blog in~ all membem of studentgowmment 
can update and all students can comment. 

This, we fecl,is necasary because we sina:re1y bclieYC that 
Bard is a paa: in which change can happen when we wcxlc 
coopc:ramdy. It's not as axny as it sounds because it's true. 
We have to stick together. 

We are also looking to have more oversight over club 
budgets. It's wmasally known that planning oommittee 
doesn't mind if fund; are misappopiatt:d • big as they 1ft 

misappropriated for the benefit of the student body 
as a Md:. This is the Senate's main issue. 

In the ooming weeks, we'll wcxlc with the pan­
ning oommittee and establish an auditing process for 
clubs. So, club heads, this means that )Ull ought to 
haYe much more of a handle <JVCr)QJrdub'S budget, 
and how faithful )Ull are being to )Q1r ooginal inten­
tions that gm,: )Ull the budget in the first place. 

Please USC )Q1r budget allocation to benefit C\la}' 

student. As students, we pay the student activities fee 
in the hope that it will somehow come back to us. 
Throw more Manor partiC$, book bands that people 
want to see, and bring some important people to 
speak. It's not too much to ask. 

Student life issues are firmly in the mods of Sen­
ator Travis M<.Grath and Student Life Committr:e 
memberJeremyCam:r-Gordon. Fustof aD,)Ull can 
thank these two dashinggendemen for getting us the 
all-day waffles at Kline, the all-day eggs at Manor, 
and the much-impftM:d DTR menu. 

Student Space and Student Employment will 
also be t3lkcd about in the aiming month within 
the Senate. We need to get Student Space off the 
ground and that will be our first goal in regards to 
that issue. With student cmpoymcnt, we intend to 
firmly take on the administrations hard-line stance 
on cappingwcxlc-study boors. The Dean of Students 
Office shooldn't be deciding how many hours we're 
allowed to wcxlc because we're all grown up now. 

Together, they've been working on making the 
Kline menu more oonsistent with student tastes, re­
vising the room draw process to make it based on 
class year rather than aedits, and getting profes,ns 
to hand in textbook rcqueslS to the bookstme ~ 

Now about budget forum. Budget fmim on 
February 13 w.is significant because the atmosphere 
WdS generally moo: bcamd and full of debate. This is 
what we want. Budget Forum is a place for rowdy 
pmitics. ~ get our anger for bureaucracy out at 
Budget Forum and come out better people. 

Congratulations are in order for Dan SeYersoo, 
the newest Senator who WdS elected at Budget Fo­
rum in a close run-off election. For those, namely 
Donna McColloch, who felt that the election WdS 

unconstitutional because it did not happen through 
an online referendum, )Q1r point is taken but easily 
refuted. 

Not only WdS there altlpe furewmiing of the 
Senate election, but Budget Fawn is not like any 
other student forum. I~ those who attend 
Budget Forum represent the student body. If any­
thing. the election w.is one of the more oonest as­
ses,gnents of candidares that I've ever seen. A1so, 
to further negate the aigWDCDt, the motion to 
move the election to an online referendum fililed 
<M:rWbchningly. This WdS the most time-dlicient 
manner of filling the vacant senate scat. In order 
for things to actually happen, we can't be sla"'5 to a 
document. We must,of ooursc,fullowthe ronstitu­
tioo, ~ the Comtitution is meant to be read 
as well as i1110.pett:d. This w.is au. intaptetmou. 

This Budget Forum also made one thing de­
cidedly clear: Entertainment Committee needs to 
drastically re-organize themselves and change the 
way in whicfi they spend the laigest allotment of 
any club at Bard. Many negative opinions Wl!re 

cxpesscd during the hostile amendments about 
Entertainment Committr:e and these student 
opinions cannot be ignmcd. 

This being said,~ there are many poo­
lems with the Entertainment Committee. Fust 
of all, they have gone fiom being a demoaaticaJly 
elected portion of student government to being 
one of the least aca:ssible, highly exclusive groups 
on CUJJPlm that also happens to get the mgest al­
Jouncnt each semester. My esteemed ooDeaguc, 
Elon Uilman, WdS in the proms ofbooking a show 
in the MPR and oould not get in truch with any 
memberofthecntm3inmentoommittee bye-mail 

This is not right. Entertainment Committee 
must be pub)icly accessible The bands that come 
to Bard ought to~ decided by the students and not 
two or three fri~. Evel}unc has different tastes 
in music and I apologi7.e once again to the Enter­
tainment Committee for aiticizing their choice of 
hlud. HOW"eYCr, Aaron Dean, in one of the hostile 
amendments agaimt the Entertainment Commit­
tee, showed us a list of the bands that may be oom­
ing to Bard this semester m:l a pd total of foor 
to me pcope knew who any of the bands were. 

Rest assured, this is something the Student 
Senate intends to fix. The student body cannot be 
ignoed when it comes to spending Luge amounts 
of money on poorly attended SMOG shows. We 
plan to put out a survey to get a true barometer 
of student opinions on this issue, and we intend 
to make the booking of bands a more democratic 
process. 

I urge anyone that has anyquestioos'commcnts 
about Student Senate or Student G<M:nunent in 
general to please aiotllct me at cp694@lbud.edu or 
the whole senate at~ 
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' NEXT BuDGET FoRUM To OccuR AT END OF SEMESTER 

... and other notes from the Secrctarv of Your Student Association 
- - -- - ---

8v RYAN GUSTAFSON 

On Feb. 12 the Student Govern­
ment hosted the annual Budget Fo­
rum. I wanted to thank all those that 
attended and also inform you of some 
reforms to the budgeting process that 
will be proposed and voted on by you at 
the other Student Forums this semes­
ter. For one, there will be another Bud­
get Forum held in May to determine 
club. budgets for next semester. We are 
having this second Budget Forum in 
order to switch the budgeting process 
to the end of semesters.1his will allow 
clubs to know their budgets earlier and 
plan events even before school starts; 
no longer will the first weeks of the 
semester lack for social programming. 
The Planning Committee will also be 
proposing amendments to the Con:. 
stitution that will clarify what their 
procedures are in the determination 

BY DoNNA McCoLLOCH 
B~t Forum is the iconic in­

stitution of Bardian democracy. For 
many Bard students, it's the begin­
ning and end of their participation 
in campus politics. It sets the tone 
of campus politics for the rest of 
the semester. A year ago, it heralded 
a fraught and intense debate over 
the racial politics of the Bard com­
munity, the fairness of the budget­
ing process, and the relationship of 
the Student Association to outside 
authority. Last fall, it announced a 
broad range of changes to student 
government structure and practice­
-with an ambiguous relationship to 
transparency and democracy. 

It wu hard to know what to 
expect this time around. Several 
students saw fit to write in their 
own commentary on the Planning 
Committee's itemized draft budget, 
calling Rob Ross of the Planning 
Committee a racist and elsewhere 
ayptically stating, •oh oh it's mag­
ic!• The Kction of the budget con­
taining the remarks about Rob Ross, 
which were amended by other parties 
to include instructions for impeach­
ing student government officials as 
well as, according to one source, ra­
cial epithets, were removed by par­
ties unknown early on Wednesday. 
So I came to Budget Forum expect­
ing tension to be high. 

The Forum opened only 15 
minutes after the scheduled 8PM 
1tart--it1 most punctual opening in 
years, although sullied by the bizarre 
request of the Central Committee 
for a •motion to convepe.•The first 

of budgets. Anyone who has a sugges­
tion about how the budgeting process 
can be improved ought to email the 
Planning Committee at planncomm@ 
bard.edu. The next Student Forum will 
be held on Wednesday, March 4th at 
8PM in the Campus Center Multi­
Purpose Room where votes on these 
changes will begin to occur. 

At the Forum we also elected Dan 
Severson to the Student Senate. At 
that time there was some confusion as 
to whether a Senate election could be 
held at this event, so I will tty to clarify 
that matter here. The constitution stip­
ulates that Senators are to be elected 
in •campus-wide elections." The is­
sue here is whether or not the Bud­
get Forum counts as a campus-wide 
election-if only an online election 
can count as a campus-wide election. 
In my estimation, the Budget Forum 

remarks made were by Student As­
sociation Secretary Ryan Gustafson, 
who made a plea for civility. Reports 
from the members of the Central 
Committee were brief and contained 
few surprises. 

Next to take the stage was Speak­
er of the Student Senate Enrico Pu­
rita, who introduced his fellow Sena­
tors. The Senate did not submit any 
acts for the ratification of the Forum. 
Purita did mention an "attendance 
policy" involving automatic expul­
sion of any Senator missing more 
than three of the chamber's weekly 
meetings. To be clear: any expul­
sion by the Senate of one of its own 
members requires a vote, which must 
have the support of all the Senators 
except the one under consideration. 

Gustafson then called for an 
election to a vacant seat in the Sen­
ate. Four candidates submitted 
nominating petitions: Zack He11er, 
Elon Ullman (represented by David 
Silberberg), Evan Grupsmith and 
Dan Severson. Sevenon defeated 
Ullman in a runoff vote, after a con­
tentious proposal for five minutes of 
open debate between the two was 
narrowly defeated. Upon the decla­
ration of Seve.non's election, Heller 
stood to challenge the constitu­
tionality of holding the election at 
a Forum rather than online. I agree 
with Heller that this was totally un­
constitutional. When I rose to speak 
in his defense, Gustafson challenged 
my knowledge of precedent on the 
pounds that I had not been to .n­
~ry single Student Forum at-my time 
here (for the iecord, 1ie hu missed 

counts as a campus-wide election. It 
is the most widely attended Student 
Government event. Moreover, emails 
and posters advcrtizing this election's 
occurrence were distributed campus­
wide one week in advance of the Fo­
rum. Anyone who would have opened 
an email in order to vote in an online 
election would have also been able to 
open an email in order to know that 
the vote would occur at the Forum. 
None of the candidates challenged 
the constitutionality of this election 
before submitting nominating peti­
tions to participate in it; in nominat­
ing themselves for this election they 
effectively certified it individually. If 
the election's constitutionality had 
been questioned prior to the Student 
Forum, this matter could have been 
referred to an interpretive panel to de­
cide its legality. Moreover, this matter 

many more than I have). As I was 
~ring. my miaophone was cut; 
I took the stage in order to com­
plete my ~marks using Gustafson's 
miaophone. At this point Student 
Association Treasurer Doug Moses 
rose, forcefully put his hand on my 
shoulder, and said, "Get off the stage, 
right now." I asked him to remove 
his hand, which he did, and I con­
tinued my ~marks. Gustafson then 
called for a vote on whether people 
cared that the Constitution had 
been violated--something he has no 
authority to do--and this motion 
passed by a small nwgin. 

I had been apprehensive about 
taking such an active role in this 
Budget Forum. Since my resignation 
from the Student Senate in Septem­
ber, I had taken a major step back 
from involvement in campus poli­
tics; as Gustafson pointed out during 
our debate, I had not attended most 
Student Forums last semester. Until 
Heller raised the question of wheth­
er the election was constitutional, I 
thought that there was little interest 
in or respect for the Student Consti­
tution. But after he raised the issue, 
I felt, as someone with experience in 
the workings of the Student Asso­
ciation and as one of the coauthors 
of the language added to the Con­
stitution to create the Student Sen­
ate, that I had an obligation to share 
what I knew and that I had a right 
to speak. For their part, I trust that 
Gustafson and Moses were memy 
attempting to preserve order and ci­
vility. But the democratic nature of 
·Blrdget Forum, and of the Student 

was put to a vote at the Forum itself 
and those present voted to authorize 
this election and voted against moving 
it online. 

In addition to budget matters, the 
Student Gow:rnment continues to 
work on a range of issues, and we en­
courage you to give us feedback. Stu­
dent Life Committee member Jeremy 
Caner-Gordon (s1c:@bard.edu) and 
Senator Travis McGrath are meeting 
regularly with Chartwells to reform 
the food services, and their joint effort 
has led to more affordable meal op­
tions at Down the Road; The SLC and 
Senate continue to meet with Resi­
dence Life to discuss reforms to the 
Room Draw process; the Educational 
Policies Committee is in the midst of 
ev-aluating pro(i:ssors up for review, 
and you can 1Ubmit written testimo­
ny about them to epc@bard.edu. The 

Association as a whole, is incompat­
ible with the silencing of legitimate 
commentary. 

After the resolution of the Stu­
dent Senate election, we proceeded 
to the budget amendments. The 
Paintball Club made a series of five 
amendments against various clubs; 
after the first three failed, the ~est 
were withdrawn. The Barbecue Club 
and Men's Rubgy attacked Student 
Government. 1his marks the first 
time in at least four years that Stu­
dent Government's own budget, 
which goes primarily toward sti­
pends for the members of the Cen­
tral Committee. Gustafson coun­
tered that the motion by BBQmight 
not have been constitutional, as the 
Conltitution mandates a payment of 
1400 per semester to Central Com­
mittee members. 1his is not in fact 
the case; the Constitution mandates 
that there be a stipend but does not 
specify an amount. BBQ withdrew 
after making a speech, which then 
allowed Rugby's motion to come to 
the floor. Rugby's Rob Ross stated 
that the team's funding from the 
Athletics Department was being wt, 
jeopardizing several of their tradi­
tional events. Around this time, the 
Radical Student Union, which was 
denied all funding by the Planning 
Committee, began distributing hast­
ily-printed flyers aiticizing student 
government and advertising their 
first meeting. 

Next the Creative Music Com­
mittee took the floor with a series 
of three amendments. Following 
a vigorous debate over the state of 
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Central Committee is continuing to 
meet with members of the adminis­
tration to ensure that club funding is 
inaeased next semester; we are also 
emphatically insisting that the admin­
istration clarify its policy with respect 
to the limit to campus employment 
and c:xpect a letter of clarification 
shortly. ~ if there is any issue of 
particular ·concern that you would like 
to see raised with the administration, 
please contact the Student Senate, the 
body charged with aeatiog the official 
policies of the Student Government, 
at senatc@bard.edu; or feel free to talk 
to me during my o.fficc hours every 
Monday and Thursday from 1-2 PM 
in the offices on the second floor of the 
Campus Center. 

Gusflf,on is S«mizry of tht Studmt 
.Association. He can be rtlldxd al 

rg865@llflrtl.edM. 

music on campus, focusing issues 
of inclusion surrounding SMOG 
and other music venues, the CMC 
was awarded 145.80 from the Bomb 
Squad. These themes were taken up 
again as the Entertainment Com­
mittee attacked the Paintball Club 
for 13,000. After heavy debate, dur­
ing which Scott McMillen raised 
questions about the Entertainment 
Committee's transformation, in 
possible violation of the Constitu­
tion, from an elected body to one 
that chooses its own members, the 
amendment failed. Damaged by this 
argument, the Entertainment Com­
mittee then lost 1150 in an attack 
&om the Ska Society. 

The evening ended with a se­
ries of requests for friendly amend­
ments--a period marked by vastly 
less animosity as well as reduced at­
tendance. About ten minutes after 
the conclusion of debate on the last 
hostile amendment, the Forum was 
adjourned, barely two hours after 
convening. It was the shortest Bud­
get Forum in three semesters. 

Budget Forum has a reput2tion 
for strife and hostility. This is we11 
deserved, and last Thursday night, 
though not as acrimonious as some 
Forums, was no eu:q,tion. But a 
good Budget Forum, beyond just 
improving OD the Planning Com­
mittee's budget, can imigorate the 
campus. It can stir new enthusiasm 
for participation in campus politics, 
give new club heads a sense of be­
longing, and demystify the workings 
of student government. 1his one may 
have been a good one. 



Budgeting 
Gives a 
Clear 
Picture of 
Bardians, 

and the view's 
not pretty 

By Rob Ross 

I spent about 24 hours in bureau­
cratic hell February 7th and 8th pick­
ing through every item on clubs' bud­
gets, Interviewing club heads, and 
talking to administrators so that the 
Planning Committee could make rea­
sonable cuts and bring the budget that 
stood at about $223,000 to $152,000. 
During that process, I got a really 
good idea of the kinds of clubs that 
exist at Bard, the kinds of activities 
they host, the kinds of difficulties they 
face, and the kinds of people that run 
them, and, though most of them are 
decent groups of students with good 
ideas and reasonably good follow 
through, there are enough assholes 
to make me ask, not for the first time, 
"what's wrong with this place?" 

Before I go on to describe the different breeds of Bard Asshole, I should write that this isn't 
venting ... well, at least it's not all venting. I also hope that students reading tp.is will take 

a small, terrified peek inwards, past the insecurity and emotional baggage and into that part of the 
soul that asks "am I an Asshole? Does this describe me? Am I an entitled brat who is going to get 
a great big kid to the Johnson when I graduate and live unempl<JYM with my parents for a year?'" 

Fust and foremost, there are the My-Time-ls-Precious Asiholes. These are the folks for whom 
things like keeping track of their own club's budgets, reading the club head packet, registering their 
club online, submitting a properly formatted budget or evenshowing up to budget defense are trivial 
distractions from their masturbatory work on who knows what. "I'm only asking for thousands of 
dollars," they think. "Why does that require me to explain myself?" One club head even told the 
Committee that it wasn't her responsibility to keep trad of her club's money, and that it was Doug 
Moses's fault they didn't spend their full allotment from last semester. Jeez, Doug. 

Second, )"OU've got the I-might-as-well-be-Jesus-Christ assholes. These folks think that their 
club is the most important club in the universe, and if we don't give them thousands of dollars, we're 
committing some grievous aime. These folks actually aren't as annoying as the first type, since we 
don't have to rewrite their budgets for them and it gives me a little pleasure when we do cut their 
budgets. But the entitlement complex is still disturbing for its self-importance and lad of empathy 
and connection with other students. One new club head, who apparently could not be bothered to 
read the club head day packet, became angry that her club received S.01 and saawled on the posted 
budget "how many ways can )'OU split a penny? 1.3 women are raped every minute: I fail to see 
the connection. I also wonder how one third of a woman can be raped, but prefer not to speculate. 

Finally, there are the Where-Am-I-and-What-Day-is-it Assholes. These folks are just innocent 
space cadets and must be very happy when, not remembering that they had submitted a budget 
request, find that the Planning Committee has given them thousands of dollars just out of the blue. 
During budget defense, one girl stared at her budget for a good minute wondering what she meant 
when she asked for $15 for info sessions. 

If you are one of these people, don't worry. You are a smart and valuable person, and don't )'OU 

ever doubt that. I'm sure that I'm going to get some dirty looks from people today, but I'm graduat­
ing and I don't care what you think. The problem is, neith~r do you. 
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Terna, Emily DeMartino, Unknown, Omri levni 

COP SHOP 
Dispatches and Alerts from 
Your Friend Ken Cooper 

Safety & Security Director on 
bathroom doodles, arresting 
local children, being stuck in an 
elevator 
* The pre-break power 
outage had officers 
scurrying to inform 
students and staff as 
to the extent of the 
outage, and discovering 
those who did not charge 
their flashlights. 

* Magic marker vandalism 
in the Campus Center 
once again increased 
our financial burden 
in this tough economic 
time. We are convinced, 
after seeing the level 
of artistic ability, 
that the perpetrator 
is no more that five or 
six. 

* Last week a resident 
stuffed toilet paper in a 
bathroom in New Robbins. 
After an extensive 
investigation, we 
could only link the 

incident to a snowing 
of Animal House on the 
entertainment channel. 

* During that latest 
ice storm, several 
trees fell and claimed 
the life of a number 
of parked vehicles 
in Robbins Lot. No 
injuries, but plenty of 
broken glass. 

* Sec_urity Icecapades -
a security officer, being 
vigilant in patrolling 
Cruger Island Road, 
began a slow and steady 
slide deep into the 
woods off the road. 
While his physical body 
was not injured, his 
ego suffered greatly. 
The patrol vehicle was 
not damaged. 

* Another ice-related 

I Love Pancakes and Democraty and Here is Why by Travis McGrath 

For those not familiar with buliget forum, it is a meet- the speech by the BBQclub. BBQattacked the govern-
irlg where students may democratically decide which ment for their entire budget-nearly 16,000. They didn't 
clubs receive how much money. It always entails much actually want to steal money from the government to 
discussion and sometimes heated debates about a club's make steak and chicken. They just wanted to talk. The 
importance on campus. speaker posed a simple question: When did Budget Fo-

If you were there Thursday night you know how all rum stop being fun? The chili head simply wanted to 
the money got doled out, and if you weren't, you can say how silly it was that we couldn't have beer. He used 
find it in this issue or posted in the student activities of- Budget Forum to grab the ear of the student body (and 
fice. Though those heated debates may have been impor- the administration, via Marshall up in the sound booth) 
tant, budget forum was interesting for another reason. and state his point. This is the best use of the forum I 
On Thursday night, several comments and events dem- can imagine. 
onstrated students' abilities to make statements about The third event was another eye opener. I don't think 
Bard's social life. many people knew or cared who ran the entenain-

The three events I found most striking were the ri- ment committee up until Thursday night. That changed 
diculous nature of the student senate elections, the over- when everyone realized a bunch of hipsters are getting 
whelming discontent with the planning connnittee's 116,000 a semester to throw: bad smog shows. Perhaps 
failure to be more open, and the BBQclub's use of a hos- they asked for i:t whe·n they attacked the paintball club to 
tile amendment to get a chance to comment on an issue. boost their cash from 16 to 19 graµd! Paintballer Aaron 

The student government had been doing a good job all Dean's defense was pretty simple: He just asked anyone 
night of making its reports quick and simple. Gustafson who knew more than 5 of the dozens of bands the EC 
& co. knew everyone wanted to get to the money. Sadly, would be bringing this semester to raise their hand. The 
the senate elections did not follow the central commit- only hands that went up came from the hipster peanut 
tee's shining example. There was debate over whether gallery that accompanied the entertainment commit-
the elections were constitutional, which included Donna tee. The EC made some promises of having more open 
McColloch's jumping up on stage and yelling something meetings, but already student government is considering 
or other about democracy. It was obvious that most of making. the EC an elected group (which is how it used to 

' the crowd, myself included (even though I am in the be, as Scott McMillen pointed out at the Forum). 
senate), didn't care at all. Needless bickering marred the Budget Forum isn't just about students' ability to de-
student government's best-attended event. With such cide which clubs get supponed and which don't. Budget 
silly squabbling, it is no wonder why there might be a Forum is the only well-attended government forum and 
general feeling that the government is disconnected and it is the one the administration pays attention to. Budget 
fails to get anything done. forum constantly provides a great way for students to get 

The second interesting event at Budget Forum was their voices heard by all other students. 

that was hurt. tragedy - a student reports 
a very hurt butt, after flying 
through the air near Kline 
in front of many friends 
and interested observers. 
The improvised pathway was 
more like a skating rink. 
B&G will attempt to widen 
its ice response, but it is 
almost impossible to salt 
and sand all the unique and 
imaginative routes Bardians 
create through campus. Our 
sincere best wishes to the 
part of the students body 

* Three Red Hook 
Bighschoolers were arrested 
after a basketball game in 
the Stevenson Gym. They 
have been issued persona­
non-grata letters. At least 
one i.s making an effort at 
apologizing to Bard for 
his immature and dangerous 
behavior. We meet Wednesday 
to talk. 

power outage, a student was 
caught in the Olin elevator 
for over one hour. While he 
showed coolness and a calm 
demeanor as we spoke through 
the door, doing his class 
work, Gerard Nesel from 
B&G raced in to help Paul 
Johnson solve the problem. 
Even after skidding off 
the road, Gerard arrived 
to solve problem after 
commandeering his wife's 
car. Bard dedication at its 
finest! * During the second partial 

-
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