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PRAYERS ANSWERED: VP Jim Brudvig, left, led the student gov. through Bard's celestial answer to the housing crunch 

New Alcohol Restrictions =n~~= Bani May Convert Seminary 
Raise Susplclo.,s of Polley more and more hostile as the level of intoxication into Secondary Campus 
Shift. increased. 

Bard'slegalcounselmadetherecornmendation 

BY TRAVIS WENTWORTH A DANIEL TERNA 

The Dean of Students Office introduced 
new aloohol restrictions this fail that enact 
recommendations from Bard's lawyers to ban 
aloohol from Budget Forum and to prohibit clubs 
from using their Convocation Fund grants to 
purchae aloohol for parties. Budget Forum, which 
had come to be seen as an iCOn of the uniquely 
Bartlian fruits of excess, was moved from Kline to 
the C8rnpua Center MPR, an alcohol-free zone, 
where it was held on Sept. 19 (See pg. 2) 

The new regulations have set the rumor miff 
churning, circulating claims that, for example, 
alcohol can no longer be served at registered 
parties, or that security must be enlisted to check 
IDs and dispense wristbands. None of this Is true, 
according to Dean of Students Erin Cannan, who 
argues that the signiflcanca of the new regulations 
has been overtJlown. 'We don, want to be like 
other colleges, Cannan told the FREE PRESS 
In response to the proposition that Bard is moving 
towards a ~s policy. Parties will still 
function largely as before, with the presence of 
kegs, except that orgamzers must raise their own 
funds for refreshments 

for new aloohol restrictiolis last year on the grounds 
that using College funds to fuel what could become 
dangerous intoxication leaves the admillistl ation 
egregiously susceptible to liability for harm. 
However large this loophole was, though, Bard 
retains substantial risk when it comes to student 
behavior. "No matter what,• Cannan says, ·at the 
end of the day, Bard is going to be held liable.• As a 
result, the administration must reconcile a respect 
for the law-that the school must not sanction 
alcohol consumption by minors-with a more 
pragmatic approach that will more likely keep ail 
students safe. In shaping 119 alcohol pollcy, Bard's 
treatment of underage drinking acknowledges 
both concerns, but tends to favor pragmatism over 
absolutism. 

Still, the new regulations have given ammunition 
to students who have long argued that Bard has 
steadily tamped down the on-campus party scene 
over the past few years as Bard attempts to recast 

In en[ortemmt =drinking policy. 
admimstnttion '°" tensions between 

,ty and pn,aicality. 

its image into that of a more mainstream institution. 
The restrictions invoke a persistent trope: Old Bard 
giVing way to New Bard. Those with first-hand 
memories of the Kline smoking room, Drag Race, 
or the Old Gym/Red Room-a grungy muSic venue/ 
hangout space/debauchery den that preceded 
today's Smog-are mostly no longer with us; all 
that remains are recollections of the students who 
could tell those stories The insurgent New Bard 
iS becoming increasingly .evident, characterized 
best by the shiny new RKC science building that 

uzstk-like cOIIIJlla llffllSS the Hudson 
llligbt house upperclllssmn, as urly as 
nextfa/1. 

BY DANIEL TERNA 

Bard is COlllidertng the purchase of the 
massive Mount St. Alphon9us Redemptorist 
Putoral Center, a cas11e-like Catholic retreat 
center located 30 minutes from Annandale, 
according to Vice President Jim Brudvig. 

The 180,000 square foot facility outside the 
town of Esopus, known locally as The Mount, 
may become a secondary Bard campus, capable 
of housing up to 250 students in donMories 
that for decades housed seminary students 
priests, and monks. The complex, built over 
a hundred years ago, also includes '" ornate 
Romanesque chapel and a four-level library. 

The site encompasses over 400 hilltop acres 
that provide sweeping views of the Hudson River. 
Bard would acquire only 50 
of those acres, but that would 
include the main building. 

Members of the student 
govemment and Residence 
Life were invited by Brudvig 
last Thursday to tour the 
grounds that could be buzzing 
with Bard students as early as 
the next school year, although 
the Board of Trustees will first 
have to approve the purchase. 

The precise role the facility 
will play in undergraduate 
student life remains unclear. The 
Mount would primarily house 
upperclassmen, as well as 
perhapssomegraduatestudenta, 

Bard Democrats Seize 
Obamania to Push Local 
Campaigns 

BY PATRICIA MANOS 

Stereotypes of Bard students' political In
volvement: there's the vegan anarchist. Thant's 
the diapasaionate Community Gardener. Thant's 
the vaguely-passionate-yel-gaNlngly-uninformed 

< activist. But try combing the Bard College cam
z pus In search of someone who is not voling for 
~ Barack Obama. The quest will lead you to the 
m farthest corners of Annandale. It might sug

gest you lay to rest old conceptions of Bard's 
c historical dlfficulties in rallying around any par-

ticular leaders or parties. But among some final 
Obama holdouts, the question of "whyT will force 
conversations that explore some of the most 
preeaing polllical matters affecting progressive 
and radical politics in the Unitad States today. 

For the Bard Democrats, the election season IS 
looking good, especially as far as student emhu
siasm for the Democratic presidential nominee is 
concemed. Though there is a set number of regu
lars attet ldlng meetings every Wedne9day, many 
more drop in sporadically from week to week In 
order to learn how they, too, may help Barack 
Obama ascend to the presidency. Bard Demo
crat Anna Pycior notes that on the whole, "Bard 
students are understandably skeplicai about 
party politics," but that during the course of this 
election, many of those "who would normally call 
themselves disenfranchised" are "coming to call 
themselves Progressive Democrats.• If students· 
interest In the Democratic Party has increased 
as much as twofold In 2008 from what tt was dur-

BARD OEMS on pg 5 

Unprecedmud support for Barack is llltn
ing Bard's politiclil l"1idsCllpe-and ditch

ing its radiclll roots. 

Marshall Guthrie, Associate Dean of Students, 
sees the new Budget Forum as positive evolution. 
While he respects the value of iconic cultural 
institutions, ·a lot of traditions at Bard aren, 
necessarily good traditions He thought the Sept. 
19 Budget Forum "went great," that the senous 
business of electing candidates to the student 
government and to the Student Judiciary Board, 
as well as YOllng on legislation and allocating club 
funds, functioned more effectively and more fair1y 
sans alcohol. Last year, by contrast, students hyped 
up on 35 cases of Natty Ice and Genesee "were ALCOHOL on pg. 5 CASTLE on pg. 4 CALLS TO MISSOURI: Bard Democrat Thea Piltz.ec:ker 
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ENVIRONMENT 

Bard Graduate to Distill Biodiesel on campus 
With administrations support, co-op to begin production in the spring. 
BY PATRICIA MANOS 

If Jack Woodruff and the biodiesel 
co-op get their way, Bard's trucks will 
run on what could have been your 
chicken tender wrap. Woodruff's 
quest to establish a biodiesel co-op 
at Bard has lasted three years, and 
though he graduated from Bard last 
December, his work toward bringing 
biodiesel distillation to the College 
is now coming to fruition. "What a 
struggle it has been,■ v 

distillation into biodieset Ultimately, 
Woodruff is counting on establishing 
"good relations with local restaurants· 
to meet the co-op's oil needs. 

Interest in alternative and renew
able energies draws even those who 
do not drive diesel-powered vehicles 
to champion the development of 
biodiesel. But enthusiasm for alter
native energies in the past has out-

Corn 
Other 

Laurie Husted, Auditor of 
Environmental Resources 
Department. "How gled wei 
are that he has persevered.1 
Several jobs remain to ~ 
done before operations can 
begin, but Woodruff seems 
optimistic 1 

The process, after all, i5' hrwnnial 
firmly in motion. Recent devel, Crops 
opments include the purcha~ 
of an 80-gallon water heater t~ 
be used as a biodiesel proces1 
sor, and the acquisition of ~ 
long-sought space for biodie~ 
sel production just southwes~ 
of the southern-most bam near 
the physical plant complex. 
Woodruff credits B&G Direc-, 
tor Chuck Simmons for play7 
ing an essential role in thesei 
accomplishments, as his worlcl 
with the co-op has rang~ 
from "providing a space and 
logistical support to work, 
ing (with Woodruff] on cod81 
issues • Still, certain issues--
must be sorted out before the inaugu
ration, which is slated for this spring. 
At the co-op's first meeting this fall, 
prospective members were warned 
that biodiesel production cannot be
gin until a viable solution for the stor
age of methanol, a highly flammable 
component of the distillation process, 
is found. The co-op is also waiting for 
Bard to move the shed in which dis
tillation will physically take place to a 
spot far enough away from the south-

• em barn to put it in compliance with lo
cal fire codes. Students new to the co
op have been challenged to put their 
minds to work researching chemicat 
storage options and investigating all 
potential sources of oil for biodiesel 
distillation. Titrations are currently be· 
ing carried out to determine whether 
discarded oil from Kline and the Down 
the Road Cafe would be suitable for 

Forest Rnoun:n 

Pro;ectecl U.S. Biofuel Sources 

weighed the practicality of new fuels. 
Ethanol, for example-the darling of 
American politicians and their multi
tudes of com-growing constituents
finally fell from grace because it yields 
at most a third more energy than it re
quires to produce. Admittedly, though 
the biodiesel generated by the co-op 
is to be produced from oils that would 
otherwise go to waste, the amount of 
fuel generated at Bard would not be 
enough to fully power Bard's entire 
fleet of service vehicles. Biodiesel's 
proponents would face the additional 
burden of convincing the college to 
compromise vehicles' warranties by 
mixing conventional fuel with biodie
sel. 

In Laurie Husted's eyes, biodie
sel's shortcomings don't diminish 
Woodruff's and the co-op's impor
tance on campus. "Any production,■ 

she says, "no matter how small or 
inconsistent, is helpful" for both en
vironmental and logistical purposes. 
Because biodiesel can be mixed with 
existing diesel fuel in a standard die
sel engine, Bard-generated biodiesel 
can safely be tested on a small scale 
before any more significant measures 
are taken to adopt biodiesel more 
widely on campus. "If he finds Bard 

1dtchen grease to be of 
appropriate quality, he is 

~

losing the loop on one 
f our waste products by 
e-usmg it on campus,■ 

~usted adds. According 
to the National Biodiesel 

11es9Z., Board, pure biodiesel 
used as fuel may be up 
to 78% lower in carbon 
dioxide emissions than 

~

etroleum. The Board 
lso 1ists being essential

Y free of sulfur and 67% 
lower in its total emis
sions of unburned hy
jdrocarbons-compounds 
that contribute to air pol
lution-as two of its vir
lues. Jack Woodruff adds 
that in its liquid form, 
biodiesel is as •non-toxic 
~s sugar: [one) can liter-
1811y eat It." 

Woodruff hopes to 
~ase the co-op's organi
izational structure loosely 
on that of the Hudson 

Valley Biodiesel Co-operative, based 
in Cotteklll, NV, wherein members put 
a certain amount of time into working 
with the biodiesel and are, in tum, al• 
lowed to withdraw fuel. The overall 
goal, however, is to eventually create 
what Woodruff calls a "good, working 
system• which will enrich Bard by pro
viding low-cost access to a new type 
of fuel. Woodruff also expects that the 
co-op, and the biodiesel movement as 
a whole, will benefit the surrounding 
community, both by the production of 
biodiesel for member use as well as 
by driving innovation and creating the 
opportunity to team about alternative 
fuels. 

Those who wish to participate in 
the Bard biodiesel co-op or seek 
more information should contact Jack 
Woodruff by email at random903@ 
yahoo.com. 

BUDGET FORUM 

The Night of the 
Bureaucrats 
I should have just gone to the stoplight party. 
BY DANIEL TERNA 

If you're sad you missed this semes
ter's Budget Forum, stop. When I ar
rived at the alcohol-free Multi-Purpose 
Room in the campus Center it ~as kind 
of like walking into a Windows Vista 
expo, because the lights were so bright 
and the student government was on an 
elevated stage with a giant PowerPoint 
screen presentation, and all the pizza 
was gone. 

The event hadn't started yet so I 
asked Observer Editor-in-Chief Becca 
Rom-Frank if she was covering the 
Forum and if so how she felt about It. 
"h's my first time here,■ she said, even 
though she's a sophomore. So I asked 
her how she felt about the new no-beer 
policy, and while she's thinking Alana 
Moskowitz ('09), heed of the Entertain
ment Committee, puts her arm around 
me and says, •1 think yeah there should 
be beer here. It'd be more fun... it 
seems more in the spirit of Budget Fo
rum. Instead the whole place is com
plaining.■ She said this with beer on her 
breath, but I don't know if she was ac
tually drinking because she always has 
beer on her breath. She looked around 
the room's small assembly of students 
and declared, "There'd be more people 
here if there was alcohol." 

Eventually Ryan Gustafson ('09), 
Secretary of the Student Association, 
stood up to the podium and ctearad his 
throat. "Good evening,■ he said in that 
calm, soothing way of his. 

-We can't be consumed by our petty 
differences anymore,• Gustafson be
gan. -We will be united in our common 
interests. Perhaps it's fate that today 
you will once again be fighting for our 
freedom at Bard. Not from tyranny, op
pression, or persecution-but from an
nihilation. We're fighting for our right to 
live, to exist.• 

Students leaned forward, and you 
could feel all the energy in the room was 
directed towards him. Tlme seemed to 
stand stiU. 

Raising his voice and grabbing the 
JTlicrophone, Gustafson continued, -We 
will not go quietly into the night! We will 
not vanish without a fight! We're going 
to live on! We're going to survive! Today 
is Budget Forum Dayr 

The words were powerful, no doubt. 
But the Forum dissolved back into its 
drawn-out proceedings quickly there
after. 

n was really the formality that was 
getting to people. When I spoke with 
Joseph Ge~an ('09), who wished to 
remain anonymous, he kept shaking 
his heed, saying, "This sucks so much.· 
Once in a while Rob Ross ('09) or Scott 
McMillen ('09) would belligerently cat
can before or after someone's speech, 
but when I spoke with Rob he told me 
he was actually sober. n was too bad, 
because it seemed like he had to resort 

to fanatics in order to keep the place ex
citing, and for that I couldn't blame him. 

For those who are unaware, the old 
Budget Forums were held in Kline, on 
Wedi 18Sday nights, and about 35 cases 
of beer went to the party/Forum There 
was usually a guy wearing a crazy don
key mask who~ hand out the beer, 
and everyone bunched up in the center 
of the room to hear both the friendly and 
hostile requests for money from other 
clubs. I remember last year some club 
wanted money from the FREE PRESS, 
so we told them they could have it if 
'!:!!l could answer our Trivial Pursuit 

question. I don 'I remember what it was, 
but they didn't get it and the point is that 
Budget Forum used to be so chill, and 
it was just so Bard to drink and make 
important decisions at the same time 

At this year's Forum, I became borad 
quickly and started drinking from a beer 
my friend had poured into a Down the 
Road cup. Then I saw this guy repeat
edly throwing back a paper cup of vod
ka who was apparently a freshman who 
kept telling me he was from Paris and 
how much fun he was having at Bard. 

I stuck around tor about toity min
utes total, saw some amendments get 
changed, and watched the ~izingly 
Cliche student speeches drone on. I 
didn't even stay for the budget requests 
(of which there were three I think, and 
all from the Orcapelican club). n was a 
Friday night and by the time I left haH 
the crowd was gone. I did hear though 
that the Forum lasted around two hours 
and that some controversial speeches 
were made, but that's all I could tell you. 
I was going to say that if you wantad 
a more descriptive article, you should 
read the Observer's cover1199, but then 
I remembered that their editor was the 
one I walked out with. 

I took the liberty of checking out the 
stoplight party in order to see what a 
Bard event without beer would be like, 
and I made sure to wear green but I 
didn't get any action anyway. 
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DTR Shuts Down Options & Jacks. Up Prices 
The campus center cafe now has a fixea menu and a $7 burger. 
BY CONNOR BEATH 

Students are living in trailers. Tuition 
IS oungeoualy high. Kline food Is 
questionable. Yet among Bard students' 
many causes tor complaint, no issue 
haa been more upsetting than the 
Down the Road C8M's menu revolution. 

The DTR has drastically altered 
its menu and jacked up the prtces. 
Instead of being able to order a simple 
avocado sandwich on wheat bread-or 
culinary creations like fried tofu wraps 
with anchovies-students must choose 
between Six fixed sandwiches Coupled 
with the fact that many students who in 
previouS years have used the DTR as an 
alternative to the •gross• or "boring" tood 
at Kline and the Manor Cafil, this change 
leaves many feeling disenfranchised. 

, came to a liberal arts oollege tor 
a reaaon.■ one diegnlnlled student 
told the FREE PRESS. Denying me 
the right to choo8e what goes in my 
sandwich iS not liberal, it's fascist." 

Despairing at the lack of choice in 
their menu, many have reverted to 
oornplalnlng vocleroualy. Apparently, 
being forced to order apeclfic 
sandwtc:hN and only the llemsdilplayed 
on the menu does not agree with most 
customers This might be strange, 
00119idering that this practice is quite 
common in other cates, restaurants, 
and dining establishments. The jolling 
contrast from last year's DTR has 
many students' palates tasting sour. 

Eight-de>llar hamburgers beg one 
essential question: why was this 
change enacted in the first place? 
At the time of publication, Mr. Chas 
Cen,Ni, Director of Dining Services, 

YOlUNTEERING 

Selling Sushi, 
Hammering Nails 
and Traveling to 
Build Houses 
Baro Habitat for Humanity has 
big goals this year. 

BY LARISSA WOHL 

Most people have probably heard 
of Habitat for Humanity to some extent, 
whether it was someone's overheard 
conversation about a trip to South 
America to build houses, or in high 
schoOI with a local Habitat group. But 
that's probably the extent to which 
people are familiar with it I didn't know 
a lot about it before coming to Bard 
other than that it was an international 
organization that built people houses. 
Great Sounds like fun However, it is 
a little more than that, and Bard does, 
in fact have a very active chapter of 
Habitat tor Humanity on its campus. 

Habitat for Humanity IS an 
international organization and it does 
build people houses, but the work 
that goes into making each house, 
the fu11draisi11g, the volunteer-power, 
the organization, etc is something 
most people don't think about. The 
organization builds affordable housing 
for families who prove through a long 
and arduous application process 
that they are in need, can pay for the 
house at an affordable rate over a fixed 
amount of time, and will work a certain 
number of hours (sweat equily) on the 
house In order to be accepted At each 
site there are paid superviaOrS who are 
experts in their fields of construction, 

had not respouded to repeated 
requNIS tor oomment. And according 
to Secretary of the Student Association 
Ryan Gustafson, Cerulli was unwilling 
to address the question even with the 
Secretary of the Student Life Committee. 

A few preliminary reasons seem 
apparent. First, establishing a fixed menu 
meanseasieftrainingfornewemployeel. 
Secondly, the preparation time of meals 
will be shorter, because the employees 
will be familiar with the items they are 
making. Characteriatlcally indecisive 
Bard students no longer need be heard 
saying "three slices of tomatoes, and. I 
guess, like, provolone ... ? No! Cheddar." 
Now, only a single number need be 
shouted over the heads of students 
berrlcading access to the chefs, and in 
no time, a sandwich can be prepared 
with the pre-established ingredients. 

Thirdly and most importantly, this new 
system has the advantage of ensuring 
that DTR and Chartwells make more 
money. Undoubtedly, it was impossible 
to account for the vast range of 
additional toppings and ingredients with 
which students accessorized their meals 
last year. With the implementation of a 
fixed menu, the cashier can be sure that 
miscreant students can, get away with 
anything. i understand why DTR would 
want a fixed menu and that the prices 
are probably more realistic now, I just 
prefer the old system,• explains another 
student, Robin Crofut·Brlttingham. 

According to the Chartwells website, 
"No two oollege students are alike, but 
when they're hungry, they all deserve 
fresh, delicious options.• Chartwells 
seems to agrees that good tood is at least 

plumbing, electricity, etc. But there are 
also volunteers who work year round 
in order to make sure that things run 
smoochty and there is enough funding. 

All of these sites accept and 
encourage groups, especlally college 
and local you1h groups, to come build 
tor a day, a weekend, or a week. Last 
semester during spring break, our 
Habitat tor Humanity group drove down 

cl 
( 

the goal, but are they really providing 
delicious options? "Options, maybe; 
delicious, never,• says one student. 
Six different sandwiches, three salads, 
assorted deep-fried selections, yogurts, 
various chips, cookies, and fruits are all, 
by definition, options, but fewer than the 

to the eastem shore of Virginia for a 
week to work on a house. We stayed at 
a local church and worked from about 
9:00 to 4:00. This particular house had 
thtJ frame fully constructed, but lacked 
.... and a deck. No problem! Some 
of us worked on both the porch and the 
deck. put siding on the exterior walls, 
and worked in the house on electrical 
boxes. Others, myself included, became 

~ 

infinite possibilities that made the DTR 
such a stoner's dreamland in the past. 

Some off-campus students bemoan 
the lack of affordable on-campus food, 
and the need to return home several 
times a day to eat, instead of getting 
a cheap meal at the Down the Road. 

the moles of the group and worked down 
under the house to install insulation and 
all of the plumbing for the kitchen and 
bathroom. 

I know I speak tor all of us when I say 
that we had a truly amazing expenence 
there. Not only did we get to build a 
family a house, but we met some great 
volunteers, met the actual family that 
was going to move into the house, and 
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According to senior Alexis Wede, "Bard 
should find a more affordable alternative 
for on-campus eating for ofl-ampus 
students. We can, go to Kline, Manor or 
Down the Road without paying at least 
six or eight bucks for a meal.• 

were welcomed with open arms by the 
local church oomrnunity that housed us. 
The reverend of the church even made 
a 15-ft. bonfire for us the last night in the 
rain after a community potluCk dinner 
with the family, local volunteers, and 
church members. 

This year, we're looking to do more 
local work. There is a site in Ellenville 
that is going to begin construction again 
in October. We want to put together a 
few Saturday oommunity work days to 
take all who are interested. 

We require a lot of fundraising 
Building a house for Habitat for 
Humanity can cost anywhere from 
$60,000 to $120,000. Due to these 
high costs, in addition to sponsorship 
and large donations, each Habitat 
organization requests a $100 donation 
from each volunteer. Therefore most of 
what we do on campus revolves around 
raising money. In the past we have put 
together some great homemade sushi, 
had bake sales, sold coffee and hot 
choeolate, and even hosted our first 
cook off last year. Now we're putting all 
our effort into fundraising in order to go 
abroad next year, perhaps somewhere 
in South America. While this is only a 
possibility, we do plan on going on a trip 
in the near future, perhaps back to the 
Eastern Shore of Virginia. 

So if and when you see our group 
around the campus center with one of 
our famous sushi sales or maybe even 
some new and exciting fundraisers, 
you1 now have a better idea of what we 
do and where all of your money goes 
Not to mention you, too, can get involved 
in your local community by ooming with 
us on one of our community work days! 

Buy a cookie. Work a day. Build 
a house. From little acts to large 
oommitments, everyone can be 
involved. Be a part of something big. 
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and could additionally offer office space 
tor retired profesaors, according to 
BrucMg, and might also host some 
upper-level seminars. Three new hybrid 
shuttles would provide transportation 
to and from the Annandale campus. 

It also remains unclear how long 
it will take for Bard to negotiate a 
pnce and to make a decision on the 
purchase, which Brudvlg estimates will 
inYOlve from eight to 20 million dollars. 
He also emphasized that there are 
f9W9f loglstical obstacles involved with 
revamping a building like The Mount than 
with erecting new facilities on campus, 
which would invariably involve more 
Williams-like temporary constructions. 

While The Mount may provide some 
alleviation to the housing shortage, 
administrators seem more drawn to it 
for its historical and architectural value. 
Leon himseH has been a proponent of 
the purdlaN, and first introduced the 
possibility to the Office of Residence 
Life during PC training at the beginning 
of this semester, according to Res 
Life area coordinator Anna Lehnen. 

In conversations with students at 
one of his evening O&A seSSions, 
Leon claimed that the logistics of the 
purchase had mostly been worked out, 
Implying that the Board of Trustees was 
most likely on board with the purchase. 
The only question that looms is whether 
the pries1s who run Alphonsus will in the 
end decide to relinquish the historic site. 

Given that The Mount has been 
operating at a loss for around a 
decade, it seems the priests will 
have little choice but to sell. The vast 
amounts spent on upkeep, the priests 
realized, could have been pu1 to much 
better use through missionary work 
and the alleviation of poverty. As the 
site has morphed into more and more 
of a resort during the past decade, it 
became clear to the priesls, according 
to Leon, that they wanted Alphonsus to 
once again be used as a teaching and 
learning environment. The historical 
and preservation group Scenic Hud8on 

BIBLES BY THE BOX: the four-level Hbrary is dusty with disuse, but could offer the peace and quiet that Stevenson often lacks 

linked Alphonsua with Bard College. 
With sprawling hills, apple on:hards, 

and an overtook of the Hudson River, 
the view The Mount affords rivals 
that of Bard's beloved Blithewood, 
and might play a role similar to 
the mythical mansion, which once 
offered sanctuary for undergraduates. 
Students on last week's tour noted 
the proximity to downtown Kingston, 
an area that is rising in popularity due 
to its coffee shope and art galleries. 

The 50 acres that are being offered 

I 

(Bard's Annandale campus is 550 acres) 
include tennis courts and baseball 
diamonds, a cemetery for Redemptorist 
priests, and a scenic road that winds 
down to the riverside. The building's 
interior boasts single and double dorm 
rooms, lounges, several large meeting 
rooms, a cafeteria (food is already 
being provided by Chartwells), an 
auditorium, the four-level library, and 
the 250-seat Romaneaque chapel with 
Gennan-made stained glass windows. 

There is also a smaller convent 

COP SHOP 

close to The Mount that houses several 
nuns who will most likely stay where 
they are after the turnover to Bard. In 
that event, the relationship between 
Bard students and the nuns could be 
both an enlightening and delicate one. 

According to a 2006 report In the 
Kingston Daily Freeman, Mt. Saint 
Alphonsus was founded as a aemlnary 
and over the years ordained over 
2,000 Redemptorist priesls. By 1985, 
howeYer, the number of seminarians 
had dropped precipitously, and the 

Dispatches and Alerts from Your Friend K-en COGjlel' 

facility became a retreat center 
that over the past few years has 
hosted 10,000 people every year. 

Its towers, according to the 
Freeman report, were chiseled from 
authentic European stone. The 
handful of priests, nuns, brothers and 
seminarians who have lived at Mount 
St Alphonsus over the past decade 
have focused on prayer and advocacy 
on behaH of the poor, a tradition seen in 
murals in the chapel that depict priests 
taking the Gospel to the abandoned. 

BARD SECU1/TY TACKLES TERRORISTS & VM04l.£· TELL~ TO 

-on the evening of Tuesday, Sept. 24, 
food being eaten by the terrorist. We are ort 
two-tone, long hair, very smelly. 

tudent•s 
crii$iona 

~1!n~ 
-The Stevenson Gym was tagged by what we bel~ v• to be high ecMool geniu8N 

hey marked the building's back door, and one of our vaaa ~ -the ti.lll 
inventive expressions from our braniacs: •FUCK Y • !llese wre 
for our gym. We are looking for or local vandals~ 

-Bicycle thefts are on the rise. Bikes are vi~:il.- of 

es 

welI ~, as actual theft. They should be locked to bik4 racks when not 

-Security owns two electric bicycles. We will 
... Really I 

-I will be having lunch at Kline with Frank 

-R ntin season is coming. Think about re n h , and 
ardrobe to include more lime green and bright ~ge. 

-The Hain Lot is better - thanks 
the Olin area. Sorry for the tow· 

the support, keeping resiJlent care Qllt of 
- neede to be done. 

-There have been no reports of car• 
school bus, police or emergency ~ehicle has 
it. 

se buses. Remember, if a 
son, you must never pass 



seems to question the liberal-artsiness 
of the inCOming classes, and of Bard's 
overarching institutional vision. Budget 
Forum is the latest vestige of Old Bard 
to disappear. 

The administrators who spoke with 
the FREE PRESS all expressed support 
for reducing the legal drinking age to 
18, but emphasized that until then, Bard 
would not be willing to abnegate its good 
relations with the local law enforcement 
community by demonstrating anything 
less than a heallhy respect for the law. 
Ken Cooper, Bard s Sec;urity gjrectar, 
sees respecting the law and respecting 
Bard as an institution as parallel goals 

'Bad IS net the 8)wsy. I refuse 
tohave~wal<i'lgtm.rd 
withaOOWT'I l)lilfB'bag. ~ 
ootragea.Js.' 

"Bard is not the Bowery,· he says. "So 
I refuse to have anybody, whether 
it's faculty, stall or student, walking 
around with a brown paper bag. It's 
outrageous.• Cooper direc1S his gua,ds 
to confiscate alcohol from minors they 
encounter in public spacea-aa many 
Bard students have experieuced as 
well as inside student spaces when 
there is reasonable cause for gua,ds 
to enter. 

On the first Friday this fall, Nate 
Gandrud and lour friends were standing 
around a beer pong table in the 
basement of Hirsctl. Those who were 
playing the game had ducked out for 
a cigarette, so when a security officer 
descended and found them with beer 
and a table, all the evidence suggested 
they were in violation of what happens 
to be the only specific drinking rule 
in the student handbook: a ban on 
drinking games and more specillcally, 
beer pong's most stalwart enablers, 
tables f'ParaphemaHa identified as 
having been used 1n a drinking game," 
the handbook reads, "including tables, 
may be confiscated and will become 
the property of the College -, Gandrud 
claims not to have been playing, but 
alter a meeting with an Associate Dean 
of Students Lora Seery, he was put on 
social probation 

More remarkable than the table 
ban, though, IS the fact that Gandrud 
is not a minor. , never thought at 22 
I'd get social probation for just drinking 
a beer," he told the FREE PRESS. 
As a seniOI', Gandrud is one of many 
who insist that a conscious decision 
from the administration has made the 
enforcement of alcohol regulations 
succeaat'91y stricter f1V8rf year. "That 
party never would have been broken 
up when I was a lreahman," he says. 
Students have also noticed that 
security guards patrol dorm basements 
more regularty than in the past. 

Whether Bard is in the midst of a 
crackdown or not, some deans admit 
that crafting an alcohol policy entirely 
around the legal drtnldng age is not a 
viable option "It's not feasible to try 
to enforce those laws atrictly, • Guthrie 
says Instead, while he insists that 
the deans will continue to respea the 
df1nlcing age, he suggests that they 
would be remtas, m fact, if the drinking 
age were their only concern. "What is 
feasible." says Guthrie, "is that we're 
going to confront problem drinking 
behavior ragardlels of whether you're 
18 or 28 • Such a rubric seems to 
emphasize a concern for substance 
abuse over the need to police minors, 
and It suggests that for students over 
21 who come under the attention of 
aecurily and the deans for substance
related Incidents, majority wiH not 
exonerate their behavior. 

Cooper, too, citeaexceaaivedrinklng 
as a more serious issue than casual 
drinking, but for enforcement purposes 

m no con ,oos r an::ting 

relatille safely of the or the 
strength of the liquor. -We're regulated 
by a state mandate - it's 21 years of 
age." he says. "I'm just here to do a 
proper security job, and be kind of cool 
about It. But it's student behavior, how 
they regulate themselves, that dictates 
what happens on this campus.• 

The deans' approach, on the other 
hand, has evolved into a sliding scale of 
sorts that dependa on the type of liquor 
involved. "My sense is that people who 
are getting into trouble aren, getting beer 
from a keg,· says Cannan, emphasizing 
that banning kegs from parties iS not a 
sensible approach to curbing alcohol 
risk Straight hard liquor is generally not 
tolerated, either by security or by the 
deans, whether the student iS underage 
or not. Beer, though, can get by fairly 
easily. 

When Guthrie is on campus at 
night, he explains, his standard centers 
around what he calls "pocket beers.• II a 
student who doesn, appear intoxicated 
isn, carrying more beer than one person 
can drink, that person is generally left 
alone. Dubious water bottles are more 
likely to be confiscated. But only when 
the student is a repeat offender, or when 
it's clear that the student has serious 
problems with self-regulation, that the 
matter goes any further. "Security has 
a much different role than the Dean of 
Students Office.■ he says. 

Stories of encounters with deans 
and with security seem to spread 
quickly around campus, at times 
giving students what would seem to be 
evidence that reactions from authorities 
tend to be inconsistent. Last fall, such 
stories proliferated more than usual, and 
administrators noticed the same pattern. 
As a resun, the deans began meeting 
weekly with Cooper and several guards 
to agree on standard responses for 
given situations. According to Guthrie, 
two guards had recently been hired 
from other colleges to work on what 
Cooper calls the "A-line.■ the security 
shift from 11 :OOPM to 7:00AM. These 
guards apparently came from colleges 
where alcohol enforcement was indeed 
much more thorough than at Bard, but 
through the meetings a more uniform 
status quo was established. 

Lately, though, Cooper says lle'9 
asking more of the A-line. "These guys 
are very active. They don, let anything 
go. They will ask questions.• II there is 
•a greater perception that more things 
are happening, it's just maybe I'm 

Guthrie's standard centers 
around 'pocket beers.' Dubi
ous water bottles are more 
Hkely to be confiscated. 

tasking them to do more, to be a little bit 
more intense with certain things, just to 
make sure that f1V8rfthing's okay.• 

But critics decry policies that attempt 
to curb on-<:ampus drinking not just as 
inhibitors to quality partying, but as 
contrary to common sense. A more 
significant problem, as many studies 
have shown, as well as statistics from 
EMS, is that unsanctioned, surreptitious 
drinking tends to be the moat dangerous. 
And others see the Bard social scene 
moving off campus: with the larger 
sizes of each new freshman class, 
an increasing percentage of those on 
campus are not of legal drinking age, a 
trend that is further accentuated by the 
housing crunch driving upperclasamen 
to Red Hook, TIVOii and Germantown 
in greater numbers than before. The 
liability Bard may have laced by 
allowing students to purchase alcohol 
with tuition money might be dwarfed by 
the specter of increased drunk driving 
between campus and the nearby towns, 
the substitution of the local police for 
security, and ambulances for EMS. 
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ing the previous election, Pyclor attri
butes it to Obama. •11 it were Kerry, I 
don, think we'd get as much support.• 

II Obama's popularity among Bard 
students can be gauged by the volume 
of the applause heard In the MPR al
ter a showing of his acceptance of 
the Democratic Party's presidential 
nomination, it seems sale to say that 
Bard is overwhelmingly behind the 
Democratic candidate. It is also dif
ficult to imagine this election's seeing 
anything other than a Democratic win 
in New York State, but this iS no reason 
for the Bard Democrats to rest easy. 
Many share Pyclor's worry that wheth
er or not Barack Obama is elected to 
the presidency will largely depend on 
whether voters are able to •get to know 
Obama in such a short time." To that 
end, getting undecided voters to em
brace Obama 1s an obstacle that the 
campaign must surmount between now 
and November, which is why the Bard 
Democrats can be found in the cam
pua center fishbowl calllrig voters in the 
swing state of Missouri en masse fN· 
ery Monday. They are also planning to 
join forces with Democrats from other 
New York colleges during a fall break 
canvassing excursion into Pennaylva
nla, a state whose 21 electoral votes 
make It essential to an Obama victory. 

Though it is Obama who is fore
most on students' minds, It is only the 
beginning to the Bard Democrats, who 
stress that there is more than simply 
one election to be settled in Novem
ber. New York may be solidly blue, but 
upstate Congressional districts tend to 
be toss-ups. Highlighting the essential 
role of Bard students VOiing locllly to 
elect Democrats to congress, the Bard 
Democrats are trying to convince stu
dents that their votes for local politi
cians go ·s ti to D.C." M ny Bard 

students are currently devoting their 
Sa1urday and Sunday afternoons to 
canvaaaing for Kirsten GiUibrand, a 
Democrat running for reelection to 
the House of Representatives. Gll
librand's campaign emphasizes her 
having voted yea on legislation de
manding that tax breaks be stripped 
.from gas and oil companiee, and she 
intends to take a progressive stance 
aimed at legislating higher standards 
of transparency among elected of
ficials through measures such as the 
establishment of an Independent eth
ics commission to monitor financial 
gilts from lobbyiats and spedal-inter
est PACS to members of Congress. 

Given the rhetoric of change that 
is coloring the tone of the presidential 

Unfortunately for Bard stu
dents, the compromiSe 
Obama needs to w,n eschews 
the radicalism that has tradi
tionally defined them. 

elecffon. it IS understandable for the 
Bard Democrats to feel that students 
will be best represented by a seem
ingly reform-minded politician such as 
Gillibrand. But despite the proliferation 
of Obama bumper stickers, many Bard 
students are divided on the credibility 
of Obama's post-partisan message. 
Many are questioning the ability of any 
elected representative working within 
the current system of government to 
truly represent his or her constituents at 
all or bring about radical change. There 
is something incongruous, these stu
dents seem to say, about the idea that 
an individual voling In this presidential 
election can help enact change when, 
whatever the election's outcome, the 
result will be the continuation of a two-

Y slem of ov mm n headed 

by a single man, that eSchews radical 
or alternative viewpoints. "Oemocracy 
shouldn, be about settling.■ says Bard 
student Brian Ehrenpreis, who wonders 
whether the Obama platform Is one that 
"Bard would agree with if they were to 
pay more attention." Elvenpreis is par
ticularty incensed at Senator Obama's 
support of the FISA legislation, which 
greatly extends the federal govern
ment's power to obtain intelligence and 
in some cases provides legal inmullity 
to telecommunications companies that 
cooperate with government espiOnage. 

To Ehranpreis, Obama's support of 
FISA iS an act of "high treason· that can
not simply be looked at as the electoral 
pandering it is made out to be by some 
Obama supporters -We don, live in the 
same America" since the Democrats 
ient their voice to a bill that destroyed 
the right to privacy,• he says; to him, the 
election is not a simply a matter change 
versus the status quo, and he feels he 
must join the ranks of those who do not 
feel comfortable legllimizing political 
candidates who they do not fNI ...... 
sent them. Ehrenpreis has said he won, 
be voting in the upcoming election. 

It would seem that there is some
thing especially ironic emanating from 
the Obama campaign's. Image of mass 
grassroots organization. Like the suc
cess of any other campaign, the suc
cess of the Obama campaign is con
tingent upon his ability to establish a 
public persona that Americans broadly 
will embrace. He must commodffy him
self in such a way as to conVinca the 
greatest number of Americans to "buy" 
his political package and thereby will
ingly cede personal choice to a higher 
authority. Unlortunalely for Bard stu
dents, the compromise Obama needs 
to win eschews the radicalism that has 
lffldi I defined them. 
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BUYER BEWARE 

Wipe That Toxic Look Off Your Face 
The spineless FDA has let 
manufacturers run amok wffh 
carcinogenic cosmetics. 
BY KENDRA SCHIRMER 

The non-profit advocacy group 
Environmental Working Group (EWG) 
released a study this month offertng 
first.- exposure data tor parabens in 
teens, whic:hindicale8thatyoungwomen 
are widely exposed to this common 
ctass of cosmetic preNrVatlves. These 
chemicals were detected in blood and 
urine samp lea from 20 girls aged 14 
to 19. The tests found a total of 16 
chemicals from four chemical families
phthalates. triclosan, parabens, and 
musks. 

The ingredlenls in question belong 
to four ctasses of chemicals. The first, 
lridolan, IS an artificial antimicrobial that 
has been linked to thyroid disruption, 
and poealbly helps increase bac1erial 
resistance to antibiotics. Three Olhef'a 
have been shown to have hormone
mimicking abilities. Preservatives 
called parabens, the aecond group, 
which inhibit mold growth and increase 
the shell lives of products, also have 
the abilitv lo act like estrogen In lab 
tests a 2004 study found that traces of 
five different parabens were found In 
the breast cancer tumors of 19 of 20 
women examined. The third, synthetic 
mueks, are widely used in fragrances 
(chemical coclctalls c:A dozens of unlisted 
iligredlenla just labeled as "fragrance;. 
The toul1h, phlhalates, also commoi lly 
used in fragrances, has also recently 
goften headlines tor their pervasive use 
u plallc 90fteners. Reports have linked 
phlhalates to sickness in baby boys, an 
increased risk or reproductive system 
birth defects, as well as greater chance 
of obesity and insulin resistance, which 
can lead to lype-2 diabetes. Ingredients 
in all four classes have been HMed to 
cancer in laboralory studies, the report 
says. 

Two from the paraben family, 
methylparaben and propyfparaben, 
were found in every single girl tested. 
Evidence from other studies suggests 

that there iS a Nnk between the high 
amount of products used by teenage 
gil1a experimenting with their looks, 
cauaing potential chemical exposure 
during a lime in their ~elopment when 
hormol 189 are rapidly changing on their 
own. This may cause increased risk 
for diseases like breast cancer much 
later In life. The girts assessed used an 
average of nearty 17 "bea~ products 
every day, while the average adult 
woman uses 12 dally. The report also 
concludes that low-level exposure to a 
oombinatlon of these in addition to other 
untested industrial chemical ii igredieflts 
may lead lo decteased fertlllly, as well 

I 

as increased rates of breast cancer, and 
other acute and chronic diSeases. 

How is it possible that corporations 
are getting away with such a 
massively scaled tweaking of our 
endocrine systems? Even our very 
own regulatory authority, the Food 
and Drug Administration, can display 
the same gross neglect exhibited by 
the manufacturers of these products. 
This federal agency stales that 
manufacturers, with few exceptions, 
"may use essentially any raw material 
as a cosmetic ingredient and market 
the product without approval from 
the FDA." They have no authority 10 
require lesling of cosmetic products 
before they hit the shelves. The 
ingtadient list is a requirement, but it 
usualy means nothing lo the untrained 
consumer, and II also lacks any warning 
of the contaminants that may have 
formed during manufacture, potential 
interactions between ingredieAla, or 
chemical break-down as it sits on 
the shell. Even more gaHing, the FDA 
cannot require the recall of a product 
suspected to be dangerous, since it must 
have firm evidence of immediate risk to 
human health (I.e. rash or illness), and 
even then, the decision to recan items is 
ultimately voluntary. 

Instead of holding the government 
respouslble for ensuring our safety 
when shampooing, the indu8try is 
self1)011ced by the aclionl of an 
industry panel called the Cosmetic 
Ingredient Review (CIR). ReceMng its 
funding from the same companies it is 
"Investigating," these scientists have 
only reviewed 11% of all ingredients 
found in our beauty products, and by 
the lime they reach the front of the 
queue, many have already fallen out of 
regular use anyway. The Envlronmental 
Working Group has discovered that 
80% of the CIR's cho9en criteria tor 
safety recommendations pertain to 
immediate reactions like sensitivity and 
initalion, not harder-to-track concems 
like cancer. birth defects, and honnone 
dlsn,ption, which could lake decades 
lo show their effects. Of the chemicals 

CIR has reviewed, 99% came OUI as 
safe as used. For the one percent they 
discover to be dangerous, complianoe 
with discontinuing usage on part of the 
companieS is, again, entirely voluntary. 
In addition, marketing techniques 
tor body care items are completely 
unregulated, leaving a company free 
lo represent itself in any manner it 
chooses. In 2000, the FDA attempted 
to establish official definitions for terms 
such as "nalutal" or "hypoallergenic,• but 
these standards were rejected in court. 
Aa:of"ding 10 the FDA. "Image is what 
the cosmetics industry sells through Its 
products, and It's up to the consumer to 

believe the claims or not.• 
All of this shamefuly inadequate 

performance of a regulatory agency like 
the FDA is letting corporations forsake 
human and ecologlcaJ health for profit 
and economic efflciency, and is yet 
another symplom of the failures that 
result from bills like the U.S. the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. This is 
the law that governs cosmetics safety, 
but that does not require companies lo 
lest products for safety before they are 
released 10 consumers. In addition, we 
are still suffering from the consequences 
of the Toxic Substances Control Act of 
1976, a law that purported lo "regulate" 
au industrial chemicals used in the U.S. 
It assumes chemicals In products used 
by most Americans on a dally basis 
to be innocent until proven gullly." a 
great approach that has led lo success 
stories like DDT and thalidomide. As for 
what you can do to reduce the amount 
of toxins increasing your risk tor a long 
list of diSeases you probably won, 
care about until you're fifty, (unless 
you're obsessed, Nke me, though if 
you read this far you probably do care) 
visit ewg.org, where you1 find a slew 
of resources such as poctcet-eized 
shopping guides, and more details from 
their studies on toxins and pollutants 
galor9. Also see their detailed ratings 
and ingredlenla listing of hundreds 
of products you probably use at 
cosmeticedatabase.com. 
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GARDENING 

My Bountiful Community 
Garden Summer 
Something for nothing: the Community Garden offers 
boundless fecundity for free. 
BY SASCHA WOOLFE 

This summer I took care of the 
Community Garden. Bui I didn1 realy 
do much. I could say that I set up the 
condillons, such as waking up with the 
sun to weed, water, gel dirt under my 
fingers and toenails, and plant seeds. 

To be honest, the garden did most 
the work, yielding so many delicious 
vegetables (beans, beets, kale, chard, 
tomatoes, okra, basil, cucumbers, 
carrots, radishes, and asparagus) 
and provided Its beautiful flowers for 
our aesthetic enjoyment (zlnnlaa, 
marigolds. sunflowers, cosmos, 
gladiolas. black-eyed IU88l'IS). Not to 
mention the rasplblueberrie. 

The garden has a natural energy-II 
brought people together: old lrlends, 
newcomers, freshmen, wild turkeya ... 
slugs. The weekly Wednesday 
pollucks easily drew in small groups 
of people to help OU1 and then gather 
around the fire pit with content, &Oil 
smudged faces, prepared for a simple 
but grand feast. 

I julC wanted the garden to stay 
alive and vibrant, so I gave it some 

love Olhef'a could love in return. 
Keep it going ewryone. Nothing 

generates happiness and tastiness 
like a garden. 

A Reintroduction to the Trans Action Initiative 
Solutions to transgender issues benefit the entire community. 
BY WREN GOULD 

Writing about the Trans Action 
Initiative Is inevitably difficult since the 
word 'lran8gender' encompasses a 
mullltude of experiences, and the group 
tries lo address all of them. We are 
a group of staff, fecully, and students 
who gather around tra11age11def 
issues on campus, such as the lack of 
awareness surrounding trans identities, 
the presence of trane-unfriendly space, 
and the needed action to address these 
iSSU88. 

In the past, we've had film 
screenings, education seSSions, and 
have published educational materials 
for faculty and students in order to clarify 
at least some of the misconceplions 
surrounding the transgender 
community. We have engaged the 
Bard Community to question some 
of its most basic institutions, such as 
gender-excfusive bathrooms and male
dominated spaces like lhe weight room. 
We have especially encouraged major 
changes like the inclusion of gender 
identity and expression in the college's 
anli-<liscriminalion policy. 

Nonetheless, we are also a group 
In transition. Over lhe past two years, 
we were a TlS project headed by Jaan 
Williams. Despite the title, Jaan always 
emphasized democratic decision 
making. a practice we hope to continue. 
This semester, the TAI-now a student 
club for the first lime-is under new 
leadership. Bui our major priorities are 
still the same: we hope lo continue. 
educating the Bard Community about 
lranagender experiences through 
various events. which wiH include the 
Tranegender Day of Remembrance, the 
National Coming Out Day, the Gender 
Blender, and hopefully a few film 
screenings. Several of these events are 
important occasions in the transgender 
community that recognize the struggles 
of keeping one's true self hidden, 
sometimes even from oneself, as well 
as the extreme violence commmed 
agaln9I the community-violence that 
helps explain why so many prefer the 

closet. We will be collaborating with 
the QSA lo recognize these days of 
observance, and we hope the Bard 
community will join us in acknowledgilig 
the significance of these events. 

One of the core goals in the TAI 
education campaign iS emphasizing 
that gender is not the same as 
sex. Sex Is usually described as a 
biological artifact, while gender is 
cultural, psychological, and behavioral. 
However, even biological sex lakes on 
cultural importance. In our culture, sex 
and gender lend to be equaled: narrow 
c:onoepllons of male versus female 
mean that we usualy assume sex 
to be somehow indicative of gender. 
This is exactly the cuttural construclion 
that transgender people challenge. 
Transsexuals, tor example-people 
who do not identity with their gender 
assignment al blrlh-UIUally assert that 
their gender departs significantly from 
their biological sex. They are men and 
women in spite of biological evidence 
that would contradict their conception 
of themselves. Howewr, transgender 
people are not just transsexuals. They 
also include crossdressers, drag kings/ 
queens. genderqueenl, androgynes, 
bigendered people, intersex people, 
and many more that I could list, 
each with variations that need lo be 
respected. 

All of these people disrupt the 
binaries that pervade sex categories 
and gender categories by manipulating 
cultural performance of gender norms. 
Fofll.._ice,genderqueersmaypresenl 
androgynously, even modifying their 
bodies lo achieve a more androgynous 
appearance. In order to articulate who 
they are, they are forced lo manipulate 
cultural assumptions about gender, and 
in doing SO, they disrupt lhe binary that 
is embedded in our culture and divides 
men from women, males from females. 

Tranagender issues, clearty, are 
extraordinarily complex, but they 
are not limited to the tra, isgender 
community. In fact, the transgender 

community consistently highlights 
problems that relate to sexism and 
olher gender issues. For instance, 
the transgeildef community promotes 
space that is inclusive of all genders 
This has become one of the major 
efforts of the Trans Action Initiative. We 
hope to create spaces where ewryone 
can feel welcome, regardless of 
gender. These should include gender
neutral bathrooms. As augmentations 
to gender-exclusive spaces, gender
neutral bathrooms are usualy single
stall bathrooms that provide increased 
privacy and may be used by lral isgender 
people, hanclcapped individuals, and 
parents of small children. In this way, 
gender neutral bathrooms can actually 
help the entire Bard Community. 

There are also spaces lhal may 
feel threatening to women and men 
alike. For instance, there are many 
spaces in the gym, such as the weight 
room, that are gendered, and even 
male-dominated, and may feel very 
uncomfortable for women. These 
are the kinds of issues the Trans 
Action Initiative becomes involved In: 
the group has made some of these 
concerns known to lhe Slevenaon 
Gymnasium and has recommended 
their consideration of gender llsues in 
planning building alterations. 

The Trans Action Initiative wil 
continue pursuing these kinds of 
issues with urgency. Nonetheless, we 
do rely on an active student body. I 
encourage all of you lo please attend 
the events spooeored by the Trans 
Action Initiative and OSA this semester. 
" you are interested in joining the TAI, 
meetings are every Tueeday, al 5:00, in 
the Campus Center Rad Room. " you 
are Interested in learning more about 
tranagecldef experienees and issues, 
you should attend the Gender Queer 
Diac:ussion Group, Mondays al 7:30 
PM in the Campus Center Red Room. 

Gould iS htJad of lht1 Tllll7S Acfo1 
lnilill/MI at Bard. 
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Religion, Bard-Style 
Eclectic on-campus practftioners hold weekly meetings. 
BY KAT ANDERSON, PATRICIA MANOS a ELLA JACOBSON 

"Circie is a group tor followers of When asked about their personal 
Earth-based spirituality and pagan religious beliefs, the Circle's members 
students on campus,• explained Circie answered in diverse ways. Many were 
leader Sara Lynch-Thomason, a eanior, agnostic, or even spiritual atheists. 
when asked to describe the group. Some were eclectic Pagan (Pagan, 
-We work on guided meditations and but not adhering to any giYen religious 
celebrate major season-based Sabbats tradition), or W10C&n. One student was 
like the Autumn Equinox,• an annual even a devout cathollc, but believed 
festival observed on Sept 22, during that anemate forms of religious practice 
which W10C&ns and adherents to other were just as viable to her personal 
Earth-oased or neopagan traditions religious experience. Another was 
contemplate the necessity of death for Jewish, and shared similar sentiments 
the continuation of life and give thanks about spiriluality and mysticism. 
for sustenance, which is symbolized by The oommunal atmoaphere of 
the harvest. Circie reflects the greater community 

The first Circie meeting, on Sept 17, of religious diYersity on Bard's~-
began with introductions of the new and While the student body in the past 
returning members, an explanation of has been viewed as OY9I whelmi vtY 
the group's purpose, and promises of secular, this year the student population 
hot tea after the meditation. The guided is representing a wide variety of both 
meditations were standard exercises major and minor religions. Cstholics 
that would be found on many W10C&n and Protestants, Musllma, Jews, 
informational websites or in a meditation Buddhisls, Pagans and even observers 
guide at the local bookstore: shielding of tribal religions are all repinented on 
- the practice of separating oneseH campus. 
from negative outside influences, The chaplaincy at Bard, which 
and grounding - a way of mentally includes a priest, a rabbi and an imam, 
reconnecting and drawing renewing may be underequWed to repre88llt the 
energy from the earth. Not all attendees spiritual diYersity on campus, although 
must be able to sit urmovlng for hours, it remains open to aN comers. A daily 
contorted in pretzel-like shapes; many interreligious meditation service is 
members sat cross-legged or stretched held at noon in the Chapel of the Holy 
out on the floor for the exercises. "Sit Innocents. 
however your body faels comfortable For now, the Circie stands apart 
so you don't have to tocus on it," Lynch- from the Bard chaplaincy. It appears to 
Thomason 8ly9. The session ended beBard'sonlyrelglousC>fganlzallonnm 
with an "Ohm" chant that made the ~ly by students, 9fl1lhasiZing 
modest circie of Bard students resound the spiritual observances of the 
like a tranquil Buddhist choir. Then there many practitioners of Earth-based 
were mugs of hot tea. religions within the student body. The 

Then again, what may have rung as progressi119, posldodrinal, unstructured 
Buddhist at one moment turned out to setofobservanoesmaketheChaplalncy 
be merely a sampling of these students' seem almost obsolete. 
eclectic forays into otherworidliness. 

WI& 

Zack Kussin's Guide to Living Well 
This month, Zach reminds eve,yone to stay extra moist. 

As summer comes to a quick close, 
many of us will be spending every free 
moment outside to 8l1(IY the season's 
remaining sunlight. For sun-aenaitive 
students, however, autumn's arrival 
ushers in much-needed time for sun
damaged skin to heal. 

Forget covering yourseH with stid(y 
aloe vera gel for quick moisture after 
an excess of sun. Sabon's Sorbet 
Body Gel is an avocado and palm tree 
oiH>ased moisturizer that smoolhly 
rehydrates bumed skin with a gentte 
cooling sensation. Its signature non
greasy formula works from deep inside 
the pores to reveal smooth, radiant skin 
above ($22, www.sabonnyc.com). 

Sabon aJso offers a line of Creamy 
Scrubs for those looking to soothe their 
dry, peeling skin. Using a mixture of 
ground peach kernels, crushed olive 
seeds, salt crystals from the Dead 
Sea and moisturizers, flaky and Itchy 
skin is instantly rejuvenated after one 
single rinse. Choose from an array 

of fragrances, such as chamomile 
vanilla, carrot and patchouU ($35, WWW. 
sabonnyc.com). 

Lush's Shower Smoothies cater to 
sunburned customers with 98nsitive 
skin. Doubling as a body nnse and 
a post-shower moisturizer, these 
Smoolhies come packed with skin
cooling jaSmine, softening ylang ylang 
and a kiss of sweet vanilla. Have you 
ever heard your skin say thank you? 
($17, uaa.lush.com). 
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Ya Fired! 
Donna McColloch sits down wfth herseff to tell us how professors are either tenured or 
fired. 

What's the point of submitting written ...Umony? 
n's part of the faculty evaluation process. Each faculty member has a file, which contains a number of things, including a 
omplete resume. their own statement on their teaching philosophy, sample syllabi, all the Survey of Teacher and Course 
lorms from all the classes they've taught at Bard, and records from past evaluations. Your taslimony gets added to this 
file. 

Who hu accesa to these flies? 
While a particular faculty member is up for evaluation, the entire faculty has access to their file. The EPC, the student 
goyemment body responsible for student-faculty relations, member assigned to their case also has access to the SOTC 
forms and written testimony that was submmed to them personally or to the EPC as a whole. So If you want the students 
lnYOlved In the process ID have access to what you write, send it to epc@bard.edu. 

How often do faculty members go up for evaluation? 
That depends on their rank at Bard. There are five groups of faculty at Bard: tenured faculty, tenure-track faculty who have 
not yet received tenure, non-tenure-track faculty, artists In residence, and faculty on special contracts. Tenured piofesaors 
go up for evaluation every seven years after getting tenure. Tenure-track faculty who don't already have tenure generally 
have one pre-tenure r8Vl8W after three years and then go up for a decision on tenure after two or three years, although a 
handful of them get to skip the first evaluation and go up for tenure after Just three years. 

Non-tenure-track faculty. who can be Identified by the word "visiting" In their titles, are evaluated every two years. Artists 
in residence are basically a special category of permanent non-tenure-track faculty, who exist only in the Division of the 
Ar1s. They are evaluated only once every five years, but otherwise are the same as visiting faculty. The handful of faculty 
who are outside these four categories are generally evaluated every seven years. 

What's at stake In an evaluation? 
For tenured faculty, very little. After a profesaor gets tenure, the only thing remaining is promotion from associate profesaor 
to full piofessor, which means more money but basically the same work. If someone's already a full professor, or isn't 
interested In the promotion, then the evaluation Is purely to give them suggestions on how to Improve. 

For pre-tenure faculty, a negative evaluation often means having to leave Bard, although some are kept on as visiting 
faculty-1111I a serious demotion. For villlllng faculty and artists in residence, there's nowhere further down to get demoted 
to. Some of them, If they get good reviews or If there's reason to think they'll jump to another school, get offered conversion 
lo tenure-track status. 

Who uttlmately makes these decisions? 
Leon. 

Who actvl ... him? 
Each faculty member Is assigned a Divisional Evaluator, a tenured faculty member In their division who reviews their 
Ille and wrnes a report. The EPC also assigns one of its members to review the SOTC forms and written testimony and 
produce a parallel report. These both go to the Faculty Evaluation Committee for tenure-track faculty, or the College 
Evaluation Commltlee, for visitors and artists In residence. These committees, both compoeed of senior faculty, review the 
reports. discuss them with the faculty member under evaluation as well as anyone else they'd like to speak to, and make 
a recommendation to Leon. 

I'm not happy with some aspect of this proc:ea. What can I do ebout It? 
The faculty evaluation procedures are up for review by the FacuJty Senate this semester. The EPC will be meeting with 
them and the Student Senate to discuss possl>le changes to the process. 

filEANOE THAL MAN ,_.A N:IN MAN MODERN MAN 
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LABOR 

Bard's Laborious Struggle 
a r 

BY SARAH SMITH 

The history of labor at Bard Is titanic: who knew that the effort that brought 
unions In 1988 was aeriou8ly jeopardized? Who knew about the high turnover 
rate and loss of job securtty after Aramark arrived on campus? Who knew that 
while there has been tremendous Investment in the construc:tion or new buildings 
over the past 15 years, there has been hardly any Increase In staff to clean and 
maintain these facilities? If you attended the Student Labor Dlalogue's panel on 
Bard Labor this past Saturday, you would know these things already, and that 
Bard's current workers are stretched thin. 

Workers from B&G and Aramark characterized their experiences as Bard 
employees as having been entrenched In a struggle against this college's 
administration. The workers stressed the importance of student invotvement in 
the effort to understand the history al this institution. Get to know this place in its 
entirety by getting to know Bard's workers and the issues that Impact their lives 
and yours. 

Ask the housekeeper c:learq your dorm's kitchen! Ask the workers fixing your 
heater! Keep the dialogue going! Come to our meetings on Thursdays at 5:00PM 
In the Campus Center Red Room and find your place in the fight for a living wage 
for all Bard workers, the fight to In-source Aramark workers, and ID unionize all 
campus employees. There Is much more work to be done. The battle rages on. 
And after Saturday's panel, I'm all fired up. 

Smith is a mtllnbtlr of /he Student L6bor DiMogutJ at Bard. 

EQITQRIAb 

Hubbub Misses the Point 

The recent brouhaha over the attempted "coup," and the subeequent revelation 
that the student goverrment Is indeed In the midst of clarlfylng Its Internal structure 
and its authority as a whole, have distracted the student body from Issues that 
have direct pertinence to students: Rad Bam planning, housing problems. alcohol 
regulations, demanding a quaBty product from Chartwells, faculty evaluations, and 
others. All are Issues that members of the student government have assured us they 
are addressing, and we have no reason to doubt their sincerity. 

We do, however, have reason to doubt the mechanisms at their dl8posal. The 
sensationalized controversies that 81\lPted degenerated into a propaganda war 
through emails lo the student 
body and fliers in the Campus 
Center. But the issue at the core 
of the dispute remains salient, 
and Secretary of the Student 
Association Ryan Gustafson 
and former Speaker of the 
Senate Donna McColloch. as 
it turns out, are in agreement: 
In most cases, policy decisions 
the Central Commmee pushes 
upon the administration should 
have the approval of the student 
body through a vote in a Student 
Forum. In conversations with 
the FREE PRESS, Gustafson 
cited examples In the past when 
committees have pursued policies 
that did not reflect the will of the 
student body; McColloch recently 
resigned from the Senate over 
what appeared to be the Senate's 
attempt to adopt the power to 
amend the Constitution. 

At the heart of the matter is 
how much power students vest in 
their government when voting them into office. In this, we depart from the VieWs 
of Gustafson and McColloch, and see the political mandate of elected officials as 
a core democratic pnnciple. Laglslalors should not be held accountable to voters 
in every position of policy they take. As YOters, we abnegat8 our own leverage on 
legislative matters to the representatives we elect to make those decisions on our 
behalf. Increasing the power of student govemment by requiring fewer Student 
Forums cames two key advantages. Ftrst, Student Forums are cumbersome: they 
take time, and the more that take place, the less regularly students will vole. Student 
voices administrative decision-making are essential, and the student government 
is struggling for leverage. Students are not helped by voting requlremenls that 
cripple the student government's efficacy. Students should reasonably assume that 
representatives are more dedicated and more informed than the student body, and 
are dispOSad to make wiser decisions than the student body. There will certainly be 
times when the best course of action is for the student government to adopt a policy 
position that is unpopular with students. 

Secondly, vesting more power in legislators forces students to take the 
voting process more seriously. The most recent Senate elections had only about 
25% participation; that figure would undoubtedty increase if students saw their 
representatives as having a more powerful role. They would take a kaenef' interest in 
analyzing candidates' policy positions and make infonned choices. This will not make 
the government less demoaatic large issues shOUld still be held to referendum, 
impeachment procedures will remain in place, and votes for student govemment 
positions occur regularly. No seriOus decisions will be made that arouse substantial 
opposition from students. It just makes democracy work. 

-TRAVIS WENTWORTH 
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The CuHure of Cooptation 
Student Government and the Bard 
administration need to sfop leaving us 
m the dark. 
BY DONNA llcCOLLOCH 

This past May, I was elec1ed to be the first Speaker of the 
Student Senate I was asked a lot of questions about it, but the 
most common two were: what powers does the Senate have? 
And how does it relate to the rest of student government? 

These are both difficult questions to answer because of the 
one basic principle at the center ol the Student Constitution: 
all policy is supposed to be set by the student body as a 
whole, either at the monthly Student Forums or 1hrough online 
votes Thoee who hold elec1ed office don't have any authority 
to do anything except research and discussion without the 
authorization of the rest ol the student body. The Senate's 
role is purely to draft legislation for the Forums to vote on; the 
various committees, aside from a few confidential things Hke 
faculty evaluations, are supposed to be research and advi8ofy 
groups that simply represent their fellow students' expressed 
priorities to the administration and faculty. 

So when a member ol student government says in a 
public email that the "Planning Committee has completed the 
Budgeting Process, with the exception ol Budget Forum,· he's 
ob9curing the actual way our Student Association WOl1ts. The 
budgeting process doesn't belong to the Planning Committee. 
it belongs to the whole student body, which at one point
not all that long ago-created the Planning Committee as a 
convenience Budget Forum used to be the entire budgeting 
process-clubs used to bri~ their proposed budgets there. 
And the power still lies with the FOR.Im to do things the old 
way. 

This semester (unlike some recent ones) most people 
seem to be happy with the budget. Only one club offered 
hostile amei ldments, and we got through all of them in about 
fifteen minutes But there Is a broader point here-there's a 
tendency for people in student government to put their own 
convenience above campus dernoaacy and adherence to 
the Constitution This is a pervas;ve trend, and I'm not really 
blaming the people we have in office now for it-I can hardly 
think of a person in student government who has met with 
administrators and not proposed something they just thought 
of themselves I did it myself, when I was getting started on 
the Student Life Committee and the Educational Policies 
Committee last year. 

But it's stiU wrong, and it has real consequences. Just to 
give one current example: why was there no time set aside at 
Budget Forum to discuss the ban on alcohol for clubs? Why 
is our Secretary insisting that we should wait and see how 
things go with the ban before we even talk about opposing it, 
when EMS statistics make it undeniable that It's going to make 
drinking more secretive and less safe? 

There are still some problems with our Constitution, but its 
basic principles are there for a reason. Student government 
shouldn't be establishing elite groups of students whose 
priorities are given more weight than those of others. And 
yet that's what ends up happening a lot of the time-and it's 
something that the administration encourages. When policy is 
set in a back room, it's easy to accuse an EPC or SLC member 
of "if11)udence" -as Erin Cannan did In her first meeting with the 
SLC last year, for bringing up the issue of student space-and 
guilt-trip them Into silence. When discussions are restricted, 
and information is given only to a handful-for instance, that the 
administration is considering buying a secondary campus on 
the other side of the Hudson-It undermines democracy. And 
it's self-perpetuating. If you're getting privileged information, 
you have an incentive not to do any1hing that could jeopardize 
your access-like revealing it to your fellow students, or even 
just criticizing an idea you think is bad. 

This past spring, I found out that the Dean ol the College's 
office and the Faculty Senate were talking about a new 
framework for class schedules that would involve, among 
other things, far more classes on Fridays. In the first meeting 
where this was discussed, I brought up the loglstlcal problems 
this might cause for students who work on Fridays or who 
visit their families on weekends, for which I was accused of 
·not putting academics first.• I pushed for a campus-wide vote 
on the proposed changes, which I got-but the very fact that 
some people in student govenvnent were against holding the 
vote, and that one of them accused me of "going rogue" for 
proposing the idea, shows that something's gone off-track. 

Those who have been elec1ed to office by students have 
a trust placed in them. But being elec1ed does not entail 
pretendl11g to know what's best for the restol the studentbody
or that the administration does. Almost without exception, the 
people I've met in student government have been dedicated 
and hard-working. But it's easy for arrogance to set in. And 
it takes some pressure from the student body as a whole to 
guard against it. 

~is the btmsr$1MtroflhsStudsnl&ir-. Shs 
/lllan!)r n,signsd dJtl b aomt1 ol '-o/j«:liolls l1ltJl1lionsd alxMJ. 

The New Policy on Alcohol and the Convocation Fund 
The Student Association will respond 
to serious flaws in the administration's 
approach to new regulations. 

BY RYAN GUSTAFSON 

In this edition of the FREE PRESS you will find an editorial 
by the former Speaker of the Senate. The article begins with 
a succinct statement of the basic principle of Bard's Student 
Government: that the government should represent the 
interests of the student body, rather than pushing the policies 
it arbitrarily proposes On this count, the former Speaker and 
I are in complete agreement. However, that editorial goes 
on to chastise me for having a supposedly ·see how it goes" 
attitude toward the administration's new policy about club 
funding for alcohol. 

Nothing could be further from the truth. From the 
beginning, I have pointed out several essential- flaws with 
the new policy on club funding for alcohol. That policy
which states that the Convocation Fund for clubs cannot be 
used for alcohol-was adopted on A!lplf grounds over the 
summer. That is, the administration, after consuntng with its 
legal counsel, could no longer countenance the Convocation 
Fund, which it collects and is therefore liable for, to be used 
in a way that could put the College at perilous legal risk. If 
harm were to come through alcohol from the fund, they would 
be extraordinarily liable. They could not wilHngly allow clubs 
to use the Fund for these purposes. 

I do not cite this line of argument to say that I find this 
policy to be acceplable. However, it ought to be known so 
that students are not snookered into thinking that this is a 
simple matter of the big bad administration blowing their 
parties down As I have said before, the current policy will 
not suffice We will improve upon it. But the only way we 
will go about that 1s by working with the administration. What 
gives the Student Government the distinction to do this 1s 
that it consists of student leaders, wilting to engage the 
administration in not only protest, but also politics (and there 
is a distinction between those words). 

Let me be clear: this policy is inadequate in several 
respects For one, it puts the Student Government Treasurer, 
Elliot Ness, in the uncomfortable position of ferreting out 
the phony check requests, the counterfeit receipts, and the 
myriad schemes clubs might invent to use their Convocation 
Fund money on alcohol. He will not be able to do this; no 

Bard student would want to do this. There is no doubt that the 
clubs are going to find a way to use Convocation Fund money 
to purchase alcohol anyway. The only difference now is that 
these purchases will be unofficial and unknown. 

There are other potential problems with the tx,rc/ that 
have been raised. Many have suggested that this new policy 
will drive drinking underground and therefore make Bard 
students unsafe. However, you ought to keep in mind that the 
College has made clear that it has no intention of changing 
the way it has enmn:eo'alcohol policy In the past. That Is, this 
is a change of norms and not a new system of discipline. For 
this reason, it remains a question as to what degree alcohol 
wm be "driven underground." If clubs are stlH finding ways 
to fund alcohol for their events, the usual events will still 
happen. This is not a perilous situation, though it is certainly 
not an ideal one. We ought to have a club funding for alcohol 
policy that can actually be enforced and that does not enjoin 
clubs to break it in secret. 

So what are we to do? I have called on the College to 
allow the Central Committee-the executive branch-to meet 
with Bard's legal counsel In order to design a policy on club 
funding for alcohol that is legally viable. Mark my words, 
however, that the policy we will push for will have-unlike 
the current policy-the rights and safety ol the student body 
as its core concern. In this vein, the Student Senate-the 
legislative branch-will conduct research on alternatives to 
the current policy in order to craft a new one. We of the Central 
Committee will Implement such a policy through negotiations 
with the administration, which is not averse to positive 
change, so long as that change does not put the College in 
legal peril. We do not claim to have the quick fix or immediate 
solution, but I can promise that we will be negotiating with the 
lawyers and the administration and listening to you 1n order 
to get positive results. Expect to see a proposal for changes 
to the policy this semester. 

If you have a view on this issue, we would like to hear It. 
Email the Central Committee at centralcom@bard.edu or the 
Student Senate at senate@bard.edu. If you are interested in 
getting involved with this and other issues, the Student Senate 
is currently holding an election to replace two members that 
resigned. Candidates should campus mail 20 signatures of 
Bard students on a nominating petition to Box 14n to be 
considered. 

Gustafson is Stlcrtllay of the StudtJnl .... ~ Govsmmsnt. 
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Opinion 

EDITORIAL 

Vote Where I r.ounts 
As Patricia Manos reports in this 

issue on the lead-up to the election, 
the Bard Democrats are encouraging 
students to register to vote locaHy. We 
support the Democrats' suggestion and 
also encourage students to register 
locally, and we remind students that 
if they'Ve moved off-campus, moved 
to campus, or changed off-campus 
addresses, they most likely need to re
register, as there are several different 
precincts that intersect in the Bard area. 
In past elections, local voting authorities 
have exercised such technicalities to 
exclude Bard students from the political 
process. 

Registering locally allows students to 
vote in the close race between Democrat 
Kirsten Gillibrand and Republican Sandy 
Treadwell for an important swing seat in 
the House. Yet presidential polttlcs, for 

obvious reasons, supersedes all other 
races this fall, and New York is safely 
in the Obama cohJmn. The Elec1oral 
College system means that, in effect, 
not all votes count equally: if your 
home address-where you can still 
claim residence as dependents on yot,r 
parents-is in the battleground states 
of Florida (27), Ohio (20), Pennsylvania 
(21), North Carolina (15), Virginia (13), 
Missouri (11), Indiana (11), Wiaconsin 
(10), Minnesota (10), Colorado (9), New 
Mexico (5), Nevada (5), New Hampshire 
(4), it is essential that you vote absentee 
in your home state. Simply Google your 
state and the name ol your county, 
and you11 find instructions from your 
county clerk's office on how to obtain an 
absentee ballot. And this needs to be 
done immediately. 
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