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preservation of traditions has, of
necessity, any connection with real
college spirit, at all, “the spirit of
Alma Mater,” 11 is entirely the
orevogative  of august “Upper
Classes” to arrogate to themselves

£

the privilege of passing judgiment

upon precedents, and, 1 like man-
ner, the right of anyone else to dis-
sent. Tt is casy, in using such soul-
stirring and abstract terms as “'col-
lego spirit” and “Alma Mater,” to
let onc's emotions bring lorth a
burst of literary twaddle, which,
when dissected, fails to convince.
Except by worshippers of Precedent
as sufficient unto Itself—and with
these I have nothing in common—
the Freshman Dance tradition, like
everything else, is to be judged
alone upon its right o exist as it
has existed.

There are three dances held dur-
ing the college year at St. Stephen’s
according to precedent of, T know
not how many, years: the Tunior
Promenade, a reception =nd dance
tendered the Senicr class by the
Juniors, for which any others de-
siring to attend arve asked to sub-
scribe—voluntary; the Fraternity
ance, given to the College by

common consent and common shar-
ing of expense—voluntary; the
Freshman Dance, given to the Col-
lege by the Freshman class, volun-
tarily or not as the case may be, in
accordance with precedent—io all
intents, obligatory. But please de
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the placing of obligations of many
linds upon Freshmen, or all new

men, for ther owin or the welfara
of the College, but in this case the
obligation confers a hardship, an
unnecessary bardship. It is a fari,
one of the very few [acts in a cbs-
cussion of this matter on either side,
that a considerable number of &1
Stephen’s students, including Tresh-
men, are in such financial circuin-
stances as Jdo not justify the volun-
tary  or  oblived  expenditure  of
money Lot dances, either for tham-
selves or for others.  And what shall
I say of @ svstem which obliges such
prodigality?  Let those who sur
port it justifv themselves on the
grounc of their steadfast faith in
the eoddess  Precedent; on the
ground of an enormously exaggerat-
ed idea of the quasi dignity of Up-
perclagsmanship; on the ground of

desiring Lo got back the valie of
money gpeit as Freshmen; but on
the oround of the most ordinasy
kind of justice, never.
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mind is that of the comparatively
recent change in the methods of
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nothing of the change excopt its
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IMow, to conclude, it is my piiv-
ate opinicn that the highlv com-
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of the class of 1917 was, in {act, U
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npaign of moral cocicion

Senior class
that the Freshmen intended
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ERICAN NOTES
(Continued)

uring one of my visits to New
Yorl, 1 was taken, in the lkindest
and most hospitable manner, to
Boston, the City which perhaps ap-
peals more than any other in the
United States to any Knglishman
possessing the listoric sense. Un-
fortunately it rained gricvously
during nearly the whole time of ouy
three days' stay, but [ managed
despite this to see a great deal of &
singularly Interesting city, which is
250 miles from Mew Vorlk, a dis-
tance covered in exactly five houss
by the admirable Merchants’ Lim-
ited train, of which, and indeed of
all the trains by which I travelled,
1 cannot speak too highly. Our
hotel, which has a specially in pos-
sessing “The Old English Dining-
room,” arranged in old-fashioned
boxes, and decorated with copies of
Ackerman’s sporting prints, and in-
deed with all those things we are
trying to get rid of. e ccle-
hrated Common, aid the ocgually
celebrated Beacon Strect, the home
of many celebrities, including Oliver
Wendell Ilolmes. In many parts

of Boston vou might easily fancy
y‘@ufse1f in Bath or the older parts
of Fensington, and English is spoken
with a much morve finglish accent
than, for instance, in PMew Jork,
which is really bardly an &
city at all, but 2 wonderlully cos-
mepolitan one, and at the same
time it scomed to me curiousl
vincial, by which 1 mean that its
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about to deliver into his cager hands
z large paper bag when a gaunt,
i Tantern-jawed  farmer

pearcd arcund the corner of the
house carrying a long hlacksnale

whin, Taking in the situation at
2 olance he let out a bellow of rage
and started for Bill. That astute
individual, traimed to such emer-

pencies, macde a futile gra
hand out and then, dodging the
irate farmer, strealted arcund: the

other comner. Just as he disap-

peared the whiplash coiled around
oue lee bringing a startied yell from
him a‘md lending wings Lo h"

feet. A couple of hundred fect u

flying
P
Lhe road his pursucr slowed up, and
-

aiter shaldng his {ist at the rapidl

=J

ppearing dust which enveloped

[sia)

'L 152
Bill, retraced his steps to the house.
After lecturing bis wife about being
chicken hearted and an casy mark
for tramps, the farmer, whose name
was Prentiss, betook himscll off in
a buckboard to continue wo
well in one of his far o
Bill Sykes hatted oo ihe fiist
bend in the voad and Ll[LG“ assuring

himself that his cnemy had turned
bacl cxamined an angry red well
around one leg. s luck had de-
serted bim and no mistake and in
face of the last two immediate proofs
of this his usual optimigm forsocok
him. There being nothing to be
zained, however, by standin g in the
dusty highway and swearing, he set
out toward the town, Imping slight
1v.

A% the same time that Bill Sykes
was malking his dash for safety

cand co-worlor

urged on hy farmer Prontiss'

onetable Jim §

snake whip 2y
i bhv-hole of an office
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he read a deep flush
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froee until oven his
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could
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all dav,
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’p‘i 'r?“]\’

and sm

Coustahle
the shade and picce
his pipe. He had spent an un-
eventful but comfortable hall hour
and was just beginnis i
when Pl Sykes appes

scene Trad
Lg he cressed the “dead 1
Officer pepped out from behind his

ing dogacdly ’Lu

tree and nailed him.
7, tharl  Stopl”
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taking in the famibiar “in
star’” and clul obhediently halted m
the voad.

“Where you goin’?’ demanded
e Constable.

“Celn’ io R—7

answered 1211
nfl*aol\ viviing the name of the towa
next bevond, his reat destination.

“PTe vew ain't,)) asserted the wily
Hayes, “Vou're aimin’ to b v
town, "

[l

vith T ogoin' to B—" fn-

- ¥

11 sulleniy.

Dot helieve it. Web
t oo through this tow ainy
4 vow're aimin® at Be— you'll
v Lo vo fround outside the village
i St no tramps Clowed e
w0 thiough  here.”

demanded  the  amazed
an't go thru here?  Why

AEra - e

Cavse Tosay so. You can't n

1t's ”D\,Lmh ’

c‘:
o s

sharply answeroed

This  was  too

e if hc h;j pai hocn
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tle small

ileges whic h he 2
“Hayl”
stop me 2o

don’t <o

he tramp's
How vou
QUL COme,
Lo sneal

BE

o on,
i hes’ta‘tc(]p Emd his nesitation
his wndoing.
e tramp was
asll past h

A:'L started o

Phinking  that
(3; a %m‘f d@ﬂ

J‘n.:im hacl
vor the Hmit Moo This awas toe
costraw, and B enlon
wthliul of red het
vohig escort.
cheugh rather stout
vontage of holds and =
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tan

I e o
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od, whoen bud finalby

sty e, heing somaewhal
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on wie ain’ I

¢ alone or T

tically i the directio
age.  Rut Bill had oo
apead a weck or even a i

i1 calaboos and with a dess

ch he tore himscll frow
stor’s grasp.  Serambling ov

fence he plunged into a sea of
creen corn-stalks and disappeoas

Congtable immediately gave

" gearch.
Bill ran and dedzed
winty he lost |

pursuer and after g
aimlessly for some viing

thie woods on the o
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grazing, a neorse and
(i in the shade of a
ar away a large pile
e protruding end of
ider marked an excavation of
some sort.  Bill was about to in-
vestigate when 2 man climbed out
of the '1(‘16 drew up and emp‘tied
a bucket of mud, and then went over
to the buckboard., W h 1 e turned
to vetrace his steps Bill recognized
himi; it was farmer “’)r--nuss and
ummediately that welted leg bwan
o sting again., The digger et
down his bucket aud disappearad
down the ladder, and Bill crept
forth from the woods, circling the
hole to approach from the ladder
side. Peeping over the edge he
could see his enemy slowly spading
up the sticky clay fully fifteen feet
below him. In a flash he conceived
his plan of revenge—such a simple
ohe, too, It was all over in a mo-
ment; a firm grip on Uhe ladder, a
heave—a lightnin of lmLcm,
another heave—ail s magter
of the situation. ; J'ns time,
allowing the fa ¢ cxhaust his
vocabulary, and then in a few choice
phrases told him exactly what he
thought of him, cmd why; he con-
veved his regrels at not being able
to remain for the balance of the
day’s entertainment, and departed
to look for possible F\)Ou ci drink in
the buckboard, leaving Prontiss to
Tage in his six foot prison.
IMow the big farmer was f{ar-
as his own comfort was

Cj”

f
mwud and the

il

sighted as far

2Ll

concerned, and in the buckhboard re-
posed a jug which gurgled enticing-

did net
sides, ‘tno s Was
it camc 9 that msauc
an hour ke d ’l*t‘ed wm
put Bil

tree.
dimly
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iNceatereet
car

of bus
Bands e
toward hin
Bill cov
and
offices
had goi

o !
through the bushes.
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