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the bard 

ree 
ShouldBard Greening 
Examine its the Campus 
Past? SUNY Purchase Con-

ference Addresses Eco
Questions arise after 
Brown U report finds 

logical Literacy 
by hannah sunshine 

founders enslaved On November 16th 
bybrenden beck and 17th, SUNY Purchase 

In letters between was home to an intercollegiate 
Samuel Bard and Dr. John conferenceentitled•Greening 
Bard, father and grandfather the Campus: Exploring 
to the College's founder, John, Practices, Curriculum and 
there was passing reference Management in Higher 
to "Richard." Richard was a Education." Members of 
black servant in the Bard family the audience were called 
household, though whether upon to engage the current 
Richard was paid or enslaved is environmental crisis as a 

unknown. HeleneTieger, Bard's ~;;===~~~=::===~====================~~===============================~:::::; "crisis of the mind" that 
Archivist told the Free Press that cannot be ameliorated without 
beyond this anecdote, very little a serious reconsideration of 
is known about Bard's historical priorities. It was continually 
relationship with slavery. stressed that institutions of 

Not so with Brown higher education have the 
University. After three years potential to be very influential 
of intensive study, the school's not only in supporting 
Committee on Slavery and renewable energy and other 
Justice published an exhaustive green technologies (a move 
107-page report on the early which can both save money 
connectionsoffirowntotheslave and serve as a means of self-
trade and its present day legacy promotion for any given 
last month. The study found school) but also in providing 
extensive connections between students with comprehensive 
JMwra's teewdess, itM .foondiDg Stwknts fl~ in the Mine, a collaborQJive art proji:.t ~ed by nine students in the Old G)'__m this Saturday. understanding of dynamic 
endowment and profit from H p An• '"t1Y\1 ottmentat as 
slave trading. "The Steering ouse asses tmal Terrorism Bill well. Keynote speaker David 

~='7:s~ t::: When protests hurt profits, activists equal terrorists ~:;c~~~:he~;:s~o:~mba~o~! 
of the Brown Corporation who by lauren kitz what is at stake in the current 
owned or captained slave ships, On Monday, harm as well as causing up to 10 years. curricularformulaandwhatwe 
many of whom were involved in November 13th, the House of "economic damage." This The AETA is an stand to lose if environmental 
the trade during their years of Representatives passed the economic aspect has become expansion of 1992's Animal problems are not addressed 
service to the university," the Animal Enterprise Terrorism a contentious issue amongst Enterprise Protection Act. on an institutional level. 
Committee found. Act (AETA), a new legislation opponents, as the legislation Six Congressmen in a nearly The event 

The report did not that broadens the prohibitions makes illegal any activity that empty House passed The Act, was organized by the 
ultimately recommend any on animal activism and results in a loss of profits for with Dennis Kucinich (D- Environmental Consortium 
financial reparations, but rather harshens the punishment a business, including "non- Ohio) casting the only "no" of Hudson Valley Colleges 
proposed erecting a monument for those who engage in it. violent physical obstruction of vote. Kucinich commented, and Universities, which is 
and a center for continuing Under current legislation, it is an animal enterprise." Under "This bill was written to have a composed of 45 schools in 
research on slavery and justice. already considered terrorism the region, including Bard. It 
It also called for high ethical to interfere with animal provided an opportunity for 
standards in the school's research organizations, administrators, faculty, staff, 
investments and admissions. farms, zoos, pet stores, or and students from member 
Brown is the first American similar operations, known (and non-member) schools 
university to initiate such a as "animal enterprises." to come together to discuss 
broad study, though graduate This new bill also makes the various environmental 
students at Yale and a historian it a felony to target third- efforts that have taken place 
at the University of Pennsylvania party organizations that do on their campuses and the 
independently researched their business with these animal necessary next steps. One 
institutions' links to the slave enterprises, such as law of the members of Bard's 
trade. firms, investment houses, "team" was Laurie Husted, 

Bardhasneverinitiated insurance companies, and the school's Environmental 
such a report and does not have pharmaceutical companies. Resources Auditor. She asks 
plans to. "It would be a good TheAETA, which was • a question that focuses on 
thing to do, but I don't think passed unanimously by the Animal rights protesters like these will be subject to harsher pun- the critical points of the 
you'd find much," said President Senate in September, allows ishments under new law. conference: "At a time when 
Leon Botstein. activiSts to be sentenced for this classification, common chilling effect ... on a specific 95% of the oil used throughout 

Professor of History making threats that produce animal activist activities such type of protest ... We have hiStory has been used in the 
-c01ttiHed °" page two- "reasonable fear" of bodily as sit-ins may be considered to be very careful of painting laSt 70 yearS, and we are faced 

terrorism if they cause the everyone with broad brush of with the resulting disaster of 
business at which they are terrorism." Camille Hankins, climate that this has caused, 
protesting to lose profits. a representative of the animal what is Bard's responsibility 
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Undercover investigations activist organization Win to cultivate the ecological 
and other non-violent Animal Rights, said about the literacy of its students to 
activities may also potentially bill, "It's overly broad, overly equip them to respond?" In 
classify actors as terrorists. vague and restricts freedom other words, what role must 
Violators may be imprisoned of speech and freedom Bard play in addressing the 
for up to a year for economic of assembly, so no doubt crisis of the mind? 
damage under $10,000, and someone will have to be a test The overriding 

Recipe up to five years for verbal case that will go all the way message of the conference 
pages threats. If any personnel are was that as a species we have 

.___ ____________________ __JJ• injured the sentence could be -co,,ti,,•ed 0 " page six- -co"ti"IU!d °" page two-

, 
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co-Conference at 
SUNY Purchase 

- c01eti1111ed /rOfll fro,,t page

reached a critical tipping 
point; the co11ective decisions 
we make have the ability to 
push toward an unlivable 
planet or to mitigate the 
damage that has already 
been done. As Mr. Orr, 
chair of the Environmental 
Studies Program at Oberlin 
Co11ege, put it, "you pay 
for sustainability whether 
you get it or not." In his 
speech, "Green Campuses/ 
Green Minds: Improving 
the Sti11 'Unlovely Human 
Mind'" (complete with Aldo 
Leopold reference), he stated 
that the trend toward green 
building practices and other 
sustainability movements 
that have taken place on many 
co11ege campuses are not 
useful unless they are a means 
to the end of greening the 
mind. We cannot "build our 
way out" of the environmental 
problems we have created, 
so therefore the greater 
imperative should be to enact 
curricular transformations 
that promote environmental 
literacy. Some of the changes 
he hopes to see include 
greater interdisciplinary 
co11aboration and a 
reinstatementofincentivesfor 
professors toward teaching 
rather than publishing. 
Mr. Orr's greatest hope is 
that environmental studies 
wi11 soon be "a party that 
everyone has to come 
to." (Can you envision the 
clamor for enro11ment in an 
environmental studies class 
that fi11ed the looming Lab 
Science requirement?) 

With a panel 
discussion entitled 
"Integrating Campus 
Greening into the Campus 
Culture," the focus of the 
conference then shifted 
from the theoretical to the 
concrete. The panelists were 
from University of South 
Carolina, Tufts University, 
Dalhousie University and 
AASHE (the Association 
for the Advancement of 
Sustainability in Higher 
Education). Each spoke, 

just slightly over his or 
her anotted time, about 
successful campus-wide 
environmental initiatives 
and the strategies used in 
their pursuit. The initiatives 
were of wide-ranging scope 
and diverse origin; some 
were organized by students, 
and some came from higher 
up. Those of loftier aim 
included initiatives such as 
an environmental advisory 
committee, persuading the 
Bush administration to sign 
the Kyoto Protocol, using 
green technology in new 
building projects, offering 
environmentany oriented 
sections of required courses 
(i.e., English 101 with an 
ecological bent), converting 
shuttles to biodiesel, 
promoting bike use, and 
offering students the option 
to buy wind power for their 
dorm rooms. On the other 
end of the scale, USC has 
made recycling a fundamental 
aspect of pre-footban game 
tailgating parties, and Tufts 
had a highly popular "Do it 
in the Dark" program that 
involved the distribution of 
glow-in-the-dark condoms 
and compact florescent light 
bulbs. 

After the panel 
disc~sion there were 
breakout sessions in which 
everyone segregated into 
their respective categories for 
more ~ cializ d lectu i1 "· 
Some of the information in the 
students' breakout session 
was, for an its good intents, 
less than innovative-we 
were encouraged to be goal 
oriented and persistent. 
There was, however, a 
representative from the EPA 
speaking about a student 
design competition ca11ed 
P3, the 3 Ps being people 
prosperity, and planet. The 
EPA is offering 50 $10,000 
grants to groups of students 
who submit proposals for 
environmental projects that 
range from the technical to 
the educational, and from 
local to the global. The 50 
teams who receive the grant 

news 

The Judicial Branch of the Student 
Government Reports on this Semes
ter's Cases 
by anna pycior, SJB chairperson 

As of Friday, December 1st, the 
Student Judiciary Board has discussed 
four cases this semester. They involved 
the fonowing violations of the Community 
Standards of Behavior: Harassment of Fellow 
Students, Verbal Assault of Staff Members, 
Property Damage, Theft of Community 
Property, and Violation Of Community 
Standards For Substance Sales and Abuse. 

of the inappropriate nature of interpersonal 
harassment. As with an matters addressed in 
the Student Handbook and Code Of Conduct, 
violations of personal space, freed.om, and 
safety are taken very seriously by the board. 

The Student Judiciary Board is a 
committee comprised of students, faculty 
and staff members, and administrators. 
Information on the committees practices 
can be found in the Student Handbook and 
at http://student.bard.edu/committees/ 
sjb/. SJB chair Anna Pycior is available at 
ap491@bard.edu, and during open office 
hours from 4:30-5:30 every Tuesday in the 
student government office (located on the 
2nd floor of the campus center, across from 
the Campus Center Office). 

The board has carefu11y considered 
each case, deeming that the appropriate 
sanctions be: Formal Apologies to Involved 
Community Members, Monetary Reparations 
for Damaged Property, C'Dm.munity Service, 
Limited Access to Specific Campus 
Buildings, and Social Probation. 

The board would like to make note 

are subsequently eligible 
for a $75,000 grant awarded 
to 6 of the participating 
groups. The deadline for the 
competition is December 21, 
and the only requirement is 
that the members on a given 
team must hail from at least 
two different disciplines. 
Additionany, it was strongly 
suggested that the proposed 
project address an 3 of the Ps. 
For more information visit 
www.epa.gov/p3. 

The conference came 
to a close with an opportunity 
for the representatives of 
each conege to regroup 
and report back about 
the content of their 
r spt: t • • breakow. ~- • ·u . 
tntimately the message of 
the conference was clear: 
we are in a crisis situation 
that cannot be remedied by 
technological fixes alone. 
It is the responsibility 
of institutions of higher 
education, and everyone 
associated with them, to 
address environmental 
problems through curricular 
changes, commitment to a 
conscientious energy policy, 
and the recognition of 
individual stewardship. The 
chanenge now is to move 
beyond the neatly organized 
conference agenda and 
address the specificities of 
Bard College. 

Brown Report -COllti,..edt,o,,,frr,lltpage-
Myra Armstead who studies historical investigation to come 
slavery in the Hudson Valley up with solutions? Let's get 
agreed, "I would be surprised, to the work of naming a social 
as a historian, if a search into problem that our policy and 
Bard's history with slavery bore relationships can address." 
fruit. Bard was not a moneyed The Brown report did 
place like the endowed Ivy update the legacy of slavery 
league institutions." through reconstruction, the 

John Bard left very Jim Crow era, and current 
little money to the college he racial inequality. It called for 
founded and died penniless. He more vigorous recruitment of 
established the school in 1860, 60 "a diverse student body and 
years after New York passed its faculty" to try and remedy the 
first emancipation law and a year echoes of slavery. 
before the Civil War began. Just as the Brown 

The most recent Committee took issue with 
attempt to study the Bard Brown's lack of diversity, 
family's possible ties to slavery Bard struggles with its own 
was b Susan i • l y, an area wbiteuess w 

resident with an interest in the that 80% of Bard's faculty and 
history of the Bard region. Last staff are white?" asks Foster. 
year she studied the letters "Why 80% and how does that 
between Samuel and John matter to people of color?" 
Bard and found the uncertain There has been an 
reference to "Richard." She also attempt since the establishment 
tagged many other references of the Office of Multicultural 
to slaves and the slave trade in Affairs to begin to grapple with 
the letters, but never formally diversity on campus. Ewuare 
compiled her findings and was Osayande, an activist, poet, 
unreachable for comment. and author has been leading 

Despite the Brown workshops at Bard to address 
report, is looking into Bard's white supremacy over the past 
behavior during the days of year and a half. "Euwuare 
slavery or subsequent eras has addressed the history of 
of injustice helpful? "There's slavery as a legal concept in his 
somethingaboutraceinAmerica workshops," Foster said, "as 
that creates the Bard we have well as addressing the construct 
today," said Geneva Foster, of race and the way it controls 
Bard's Director of Multicultural human life today." 
Affairs, "but do we need to do a A controversial ad ,,- __________________________________ .;________ was the catalyst for the Brown 

THE BARD fREE PRESS STAFF study. ln2001,anadcriticizing 
brenden "needs new shoes" beck monetary reparations for the 

FREEPRESS@BARD.EDU 
HTTP-./ /FREEPRfSS.BARD.EDU 

CAMPUS MAIL: THE FREE PRESS 
845--758-7079 

The Free Press reserves the right to edit all submissiom for spell
ing, grammar, and coherence. It protects the student journalists' 
First Amendment rights and ~ the responsibility which 
accompanies that freedom. Content decisiom are made by the 
staff. The Free Press will not print any material that is libelous 
in nature. Anonymous sub~ are only printed if the writer 
comults with the staff. 

The Free Press advertiws worthy causes at no cog, and will not 
accept payment Send classifieds and ~ to freea<b@bard. 
edu. 

All articles in the Opiniom and xtra sectioM reflect the opin
·ions of the author, not ~ those of the Free Press staff. 
Respomes to Opiniom articles are welcome, and can be sent to 
free~@bard.edu 

owen "needs to play,! full ~ minutes" conlow descendants of the enslaved 
matt "needs a family'' .....-l,lavs appeared in a Brown student 

c"'.... newspaper. The ad said African-
mikaela "may ultimately need a kidney transplant" ~ Americans should thank 

lauren "needs to stop bating" kitz Christians for ending slavery. 
andy "needs your support" kopas In response to the subsequent 

justin "needs to drink a tall ~ of shut the fuck up" leigh fervor Brown President 
jesse "needs a forever home" ma1rned Ruth Simmons charged the 

peter "needs a vaseaomy'' neely Committee with the task of 
walker ''needs much better lighting" schiff researching Brown's history with~1-~•. 

karen "needs to embrace her metal side" soskin -Y<:;l ,, Bard's own President 
hen "needs to close the deal by valentine's day" seligman Botstein is less interested 

daniel "needs more thanbgiving sponsors" tema with studying times past. 

perry allen 
hen greenblatt 
tom houseman 

fo,geritter 

cecca "needs a larger hat" wrobel "What should be done is not 
memorialize the past, but these 

CONTRIBUTORS institutions should open their 

charles lanning 
jooleslie 

annapycior 
phsorell 

evan spigehnan 
hannah sunshine 

coffers to African-American 
and Native Americans to make 
sure they have an opportunity 
for education. It is easier to pass 
judgment on history than on 
ourselves." 
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A (Light) Justice for Guatemala 
Several activists try legal action against government criminals 
by jon leslie 

In my September op-ed 
article, "Why Rios Montt is Lucky 
He Never Struck Oil," I argued that 
the impossibility of prosecution for 
Guatemala's ex-dictator Rios Montt, 
considered ultimately responsible for 
the greater bulk of atrocities committed 
during Guatemala's cold civil war, 
rendered the legal system within 
Guatemala's current political landscape 
functionally bankrupt. However, just 
last month, the Guatemalan judicial 
system approved arrest warrants for 
Mejia Victores, Angel Anibal Guevara, 
Benedicto Lucas Garcia, German 
Chupina Barahona, Donaldo Alvarez, 
and Pedro Garcia Arredondo, commonly 
recognized as penultimate culprits of 
the military's long campaign of violence, 
effectively proving my angsty defeatism 
overly human-righteous and, in a way, 
plainly wrong. 

The case was originally 
filed in the royal courts of Spain by 

relates to this manipulated technicality 
in the legal protocol. Rather, Montt's 
impunity reflects the broader issue of the 
Guatemalan state's continued weakness 
and instability. The current pluralistic 
polity within Guatemala is still heavily 
influenced i,y Montt's legacy. The 
current party in power can't afford to risk 
sacrificing relations with Montt's party 
(the FRG - Guatemalan Republican 
Front), by enforcing international law 
and seeking out his detainment. 

Indeed, this hard power carries 
directly from Montt's US ties, especially 
with powerful ·evangelical circles, who 
control mammoth, typically elephant 
lobbies in the capital. And obviously a 
trend of apathy towards Latiio America 
politics (a realpolitik nearly scientifically 
reflexive to the country's poverty of 
utilizable capital and oil) catalyzes this 
ideological doublethink within the U.S.: 
justice (and democracy) at any cost for 
the 100,000-plus Kurds gassed under 

indigenous rights ,---------------------~ 
activist Rigoberta 
Menchu for the 
specific, ostensive 
charge of burning 
the Spanish Embassy 
in 1980. Officially 
accepted under 
the universalizing 
moniker of "Crimes 
Against Humanity," 
Spanish Judge 
Santiago Pedraz on 
July 7 of this year 
issued international 
arrest warrants Fonner director of the National Police, Colonel German Lhu-
against eight pina Barahona being taken into police custody on Nov. 7th. 

former . id. nl. and military officials the Bahti Regime in Iraq, but not so 
me u ing our potential cause-t ' rt'lut41'i aS' , n a 

Generalissimo Montt.) On November for the same roughly-rounded number 
6, Guatemalan Judges Morelia Rios, of campesinos and students massacred 
Isaias Ftgt1eroa, and Belgica Deras under Montt's Regime in Guatemala. 
Roman issued the order for domestic Although we may miss the 
recognition of six of these warrants. ultimate cause celebre, this trial is not 

But of course, a quick completely void of significance. At least 
arithmetic proves that two names are we have tangible legal actions being 
absent from the original roll call. One taken in the direction of justice, as 
of these absentees, former president Eduardo de Le6n of the Rigoberta 
Romeo Lucas Garcia, died this June in Menchu Tum Foundation stated: "We 
Venezuela. Although no warrant for must analyze the resolution, but what 
his corporal detention could be issued, we see as positive is the fact that 
many communities, still haunted by universal jurisdiction was accepted ... we 
the violence committed under his ask that the errors committed be made 
regime, want a formal prosecution of right" 
his specter. This postmortem legal 
process, unconventional as it is, still 
seems more viable than prosecution of 
the other name excised from the list 
Officially, the Guatemalan tri-judicial 
council cited a lack of primae fade 
evidence specifically linking Rfos Montt 
to the 1980 burning of the Spanish 
embassy, or any of the ensuing violence. 
But, although the international arrest 
warrant indicates, "During Rios Montt's 
reign, 69% of all executions took place, 
41%of rapes and sexual assaults, and 45% 
of tortures of all the registered cases, 
as documented in the Commission for 
Historical Clarification," this is clearly 
not what's on trial. And of course, there 
is absolutely no shortage of primae 
facie evidence linking Montt to these 
universally offensive "crimes against 
humanity." • 

Safe to say, his pardoning by 
the Guatemalan courts only ostensibly 

And if any of you feel angsty and 
responsible, you can help correct these 
errors by writing your senator. Write: 
"Saddam is being hanged, God Bless 
Us, but maybe now we can move on to 
asphyxiating another genocidal maniac. 
Good news, this one doesn't even cost 
those morbidly obese numbers of 
intervention, no 90 billion dollars, 2,000 
dead troops, 100,000 dead citizens. All 
we need to do is assist the legal process 
by issuing a forceful statement of 
support and by freezing Montt's assets 
in US banks. And just imagine the 
approval rating, the world witnessing 
the spectacle of yet another genocidal 
maniac put through the shock, awe, and 
asphyxiation of justice, to watch another 
un-democratic, un-American face turn 
red, white, and then blue?" 

Well, something less violently 
ironic might be more effective or 
appropriate, but you get the idea. 

november 6 ti 3 
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Britain's Big Ben next to the icon of its new culture of control 

Don't Even Think About It 
Or rather, don 1 exhibit a behavioral pattern that suggests it 
by andy kopas 

Imagined societies have been 
a literary instrument since the days of 
Plato, often taking the form of utopias 
dedicated to whatever the author thinks 
best of human beliefs. The foil of this 
concept, the dystopia, is just as often used 
to teach humanity a lesson about the 
wrong turn they may be about to make. 
And few dystopias are complete without 
some sort of police state. Children 
are taught to narc at the first sign of 
unwholesome behavior by their parents, 
surveillance devices are standard in 
every home, and in the most extreme 
cases, "thought police" arrest criminals 
before they commit a crime. While all 
of these scenarios are frightening most 
are dismissed as hyperbole, informative 
but ultimately fictional. Consider the 
surprise were one of these predictions to 
become reality. 

Well, that may unfortunately be 
the case for thought police, arguably the 
most frightening of the visions. British 
police forces have recently compiled a 
list of the one hundred most dangerous 
criminals of the future, the people 
most likely in the eyes of authorities to 
commit a violent crime at some point 
They created it using evidence from past 
events, specifically domestic violence. 
reports from acquaintances, and 
analysis from criminal psychologists. 
The uncomfortable question now arises 
of what to do with the people who made 
it onto the list. 

Suggestions so far have ranged 
from surveillance, to "management 
programs," all the way to immediate 

arrest. Whether or not ~ s 
are going to be acted upon is stiJJ 
undecided. However, it seems that any 
outrage to such a list even existing has 
already morphed into discussion on the 
possibilities of such a database. One 
official even went as far as to suggest 
that inaction on such information would 
be in and of itself an offense against the 
public. 

Whether or not the predictions 
of the list are accurate has yet to 
be determined. No one on the list 
has committed the crimes they are 
suspected of, and to most scientists that 
would constitute a lack of experimental 
evidence and thus engender some doubt 
in theory. Yet outside pressure, no doubt 
both ethical and political, has accelerated 
this case beyond the realm of doubts as 
to the accuracy and onto debate over the 
implications of such results. 

There are no doubts that the 
current era has seen criminal science 
progressing by leaps and bounds, and 
much of this progress is rightly heralded 
as a boon for domestic security. Yet 
history has repeatedly shown the 
dire effects of scientific results being 
commandeered by nonscientists, and 
here again is that same threat rearing its 
head. When science and ethics clash, it 
is hardly right to say that science should 
always win out Yet it is just as bad to 
say that ethics should have analogous 
dominion. What can be said is that 
neither should ever yield without fierce 
debate, the apparent lack of which is in 
this specific case somewhat unsettling. 

1k COIIGRATS 
~ PAUL! 

CASSANe>RA 
BORN 

ELIZABETH BOGAUSCH 
NOVEMBER 2+, 2006 
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Joanna's Desire 
Charting the course of Newsoms voyage 
by charls lannin 

Sean Connery started to become the double-
0 secret agent, and so he stopped playing James 
Bond. Joanna Newsom has become the meadowlark 
and chim-choo-ree and the sparrow, though she 
continues to tell epic poems dressed like children's 
stories rich in subliminal nature sex and romantic 
personified animals, cockles and acorns. Possibly 
this will go on for hundreds of albums, well beyond 
Sufjan's last states (Rhode Island? Costa Rica?) and 
long past the re-emergence and re-downfall of the 
rock opera and, by then, the iTunes Music Store will 
present freak-folk opera. Already precious Joanna is 
the maiden of her imagination's oblivious-to-all-but
the-unicom genius. Likely sprouted from the soil 
or spewn from the sun, the artist will end up where 
she began, reflecting in the hills with the goats upon 
enchantr.e.,~ trials aod i. • v rt :. Ne1.vi;uinu•' 

album, l's, will be remembered and beloved among 
Newsom's work of mid-twenties elf-warrioress love 
and loss. It's a story about spelunking monkeys and 
meteorites of startling beauty, but sensually extreme 
like Snoop Dogg and Akon's "I Wanna Fuck You." 
There's an all-star cast here, with Jim O'Rourke 
producing, Steve Albini engineering, and Van Dyke 
Parks contributing string arrangements, which are 
played by a symphony orchestra of ten thousand. Of 
course this is all put together and sponsored by Good 
Year and Sparks Malt Energy Liquors. 

The orchestra unsettles the listener and 
it feels like being inside a Shirley Temple film, or a 
modem science fiction Christmas and then sometimes 
like Jurassic Park. Yes, Van Dyke Parks' string 
arrangements inject an irresistible seriousness into 
the drama and vivid adventures of long-faced Burros 
and grass-sick horses. One wonders what "Only 
Skin" would be like without the entire Hobbitown 
orchestra- immediately the mind considers the 
possibilities, something like late schizophrenic 
vocalist and casio ace Wesley Willis writing for the 
London Philharmonic. "Only Skin" is 1-ss Fellowship 
of the Ring, seventeen minutes of pained love and self
discovery, or a bird and a sexual partner.that picked 
up Joanna and saved her from a city-wide fire. Or it's 
about a bitter herb that healed the mortal wound of 
Joanna's lover and brought on an outpouring of the 
hearts, over the fishing poles and into swimming 
holes. The song could be about anything you want, 
just pick any four lines and start drawing pictures. Or 
have the youngest in your family draw. A few years 
ago, a bunch of six and seven year-olds were played 
some Radiohead and told to draw what they heard. 
The results were at the least on par with the band's 
regular album artwork. The kids produced some 
of the finest conceivable images of digital age death 
and paranoia. The same kids, even if frozen in the 
age of their Radiohead period, would have definitely 
contributed something more illuminating than l's' 
dumb-ass-procured cover art, which would only be 
justified if it was littered with camouflage sexual 
organs (it isn't). "Only Skin" -born of a whistle, not a 
milk thistle, the centerpiece is a masterpiece- features 
Smog's Bill Callahan with 600 violins and a jaw harp! 
Most joyous! Suggestions of Joanna's potential for 
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the 007 complex is instrumentation that makes for an 
image of the young Vallahan princess in the fields of 
the John Lennon's fog-machine psychedelic pasture 
in an "Oh Yoko" promo music video. Will she ever 
come back? 

You may very well have seen pictures of 
Joanna looking all normal or hipster, or like a freak
folk who can think and speak normal and make 
records that make money, but find an interview and 
you find a strange girl birthed in an inappropriate 
century who can't really pronounce most syllables 
without making fantastic spitting sounds. 

The theatrical accompaniment to what was 
originally Joanna and her harp evokes the thick and 
epic arrangements that characterize Van Morrison's 
Astral Weeks or, more recently, the Dirty Projectors' 
Slav~.G.wutei · Ra,llad'i - FiPllli. s: upon 
the listener THIS IS EPIC. SO FUCKING EPIC. and 
Newsom's lyrics ask WHAT IS DESIRE? She yelps 
"Desire/Ohh-Ohh-Ohh-Desire/Ohh-Ohh-Ohh
Desire/Desire." Like she's being born and sexually 
transformogrified and dying all at the same time, 
Newsom delivers this line with the same unbridled 
and scary orgasmic passion that she does "Say my 
name/Say my name" in a clear "word" to her obvious 
parallel, Beyonce Knowles. That's one of the harder 
ones to figure oul She's also clearly down with 
Asia - watch yourself fall in love with the occasional 
pentatonic back-to-China melody in "Only Skin" over 
which she croons questions on sassafras and Sisyphus. 
Asked in an interview if she could be anything other 
than herself, Joanna said she'd be the Earth. To talk 
about her explanation would do a disservice to the 
poetic-compulsive child of the pumpkin patches. Her 
favorite animal is the seahorse, but she wouldn't want 
to be a seahorse because they look so sad. 

l's is really something, or not, but it hardly 
defies irrational explanation. This record is just like 
visiting Disney World, falling in love with a sweat
loving employee in a dragon suit and fighting with 
swords to make it back home. The song and story 
that should be a ride in Orlando's Magic Kingdom is 
"Monkey & Bear." This is a fairy tale that tickles the 
secret perversions of hipster Walt Disney enthusiasts, 
and encapsulates what there is to love or hate in this 
record. Somewhere in there is a story about the 
brave, sacrificial love between Monkey and Ursula, 
the bear. Then there's a scene that seems to have 
the bear's arms, er, "outside-arms," falling off and 
disintegrating with the rest of Ursula into glacial and 
balletic shadows. And then both characters are Bear: 
"When Bear left Bear/ When Bear stepped clear of 
Bear." Maybe Joanna Newsom is a sentient love
maker-song-writer invented by O'Rourke, Albini and 
Parks. Maybe you think she just sounds annoying, 
like "is it weird I'm listening to Lisa Simpson sing indie 
folk ballads?" Her entire life has a predecessor in a 
fantasy anthology of battling dragons and mountains 
of gold. Maybe Ys is, like, new Cosmic Amerikan 
Musik, man. Note: Blossoms have fallen, and the 
pollen ruins the plow; Peonies nod in the breeze 
and while they wetly bow, with; Hydrocephalitic 
listlessness ants mop up-a their brow. 
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Viva Voce 
Get Yr Blood Sucked Out 
Barsuk Records 

When the first track of 
Viva Voce's new album starts, 
it's hard to imagine that the 
band has only two members. 
Between the multiple guitar 
tracks and layered vocals that 
are infused in every song off 
Get Yr Blood Sucked Out, the 
group sounds more like a well
oiled machine of five or six 
players. In actuality, Anita and 
K~ Robinson are the sole 
musicians, with infrequent help 
from others. The two of them 
play all the instruments so well, 
who needs anyone else anyway? 
Sounds like the White Stripes, 
right? Almost ... but not quite. 
Though both bands' music is 
definitely in the same classic 
rock & roll vein, Viva Voce is 
certainly not trying to copy what 
the White Stripes have been 
doing for only one year longer. 
Get Yr Blood Sucked Out is a 
refreshing sound coming from 
the rock & roll scene~-

The al6um begms 
with "Believer," a pseudo
apocalyptic-acid-rock number 
that is a proper introduction 
to the rest of the songs. That 
said, however, the Robinsons 

MUSIC REVIEWS 
experiment with many different 
sounds, from folk to hard rock 
- often within the same song, 
as seen in "When Planets 
Collide." One of the key tracks, 
"Drown Them Out," evokes the 
Cranberries, while two tracks 
later "So Many Miles" recalls 
the Velvet Underground. To 
top it off, both of those songs 
sound vaguely like The Mamas 
and the Papas. Overall, there is 
certainly a prevalent influence 
from 70's rock - you don't see 
too many bands around today 
still breaking for a guitar solo 
that lasts for minutes. For that 
reason and more, it is not likely 
that Get Yr Blood Sucked Out 
will be lighting up the radio 
airwaves, even though there are 
some incredibly catchy songs 
like "From the Devil Himself" 
and "We Do Not Fuck Around." 
This is unfortunate, since the 
album deserves to be heard by 
many. 

The Evens 
Get Evens 
Dischord Records 

-t,er,yallen 

The new Evens album 
continues Ian MacKaye's over 
twenty-year long habit of putting 
out stellar albums. Get Evens is 
the most introverted record 

that MacKaye has ever made, is musically beautiful with 
with minimal guitar placing a distinctly punk rock spareness 
heavier emphasis on both the - a politically, emotionally 
drumming and the vocals. Amy charged record. This is what 
Farina's drumming fills out the happens when hardcore grows 
instrumentation beautifullywith up. 
unexpected, tasteful playing. - ben seligman 
Songs like "Cache Is Empty" 1 .... .,..-• 
show that her drumming is at 
least as important as MacKaye's 
guitar to the sound of this 
record. For his part, MacKaye 
proves his versatility as a singer, 
moving through widely vaned 
textures, from crooning to 1 

yelling, sometimes on the same 
song. 

Lyrically, this could be 
called an election year record, ' 
but that's sort of beside the point Drop the Lime 
because Mackaye frequently We Never Sleep 
writes political lyrics. Living in Tigerbeat6 
the nation's capitol has always 
informed his writing, and it's 
never been clearer than on 
"Everybody Knows," with "You 
and yours/and all your wars/ 
have run your last campaign" 
and"Washingtonisourcity!" 

Ok, so this record isn't 
perfect It's hard to get engaged 
with some of the slower songs, 
such as "All You Find You Keep," 
although they have a subdued 
beauty that becomes apparent 
upon repeated listen. Above all, 
I would like to hear more of Amy 
Farina's vocals. Her strong, 
textured voice is powerful and 
emotional, and all too often 
supplanted by MacKaye's. 

The vocal harmonies 
and ,·., ,,..,...,,_,,,., 

Luka Venezia '03 
(aka Drop the Lime) has been 
facing a creative dilemma 
that's common to many 
electronic musicians: finding a 
compromise between soul and 
technique. He initially focused 
on the latter. After graduating 
from Bard, he quickly emerged 
in the New York underground 
experimental music scene 
by playing breakcore. This 
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underground DJ, there was 
still something uneven about 
his music. The truth is that 
Drop the Lime was a traitor. 
He never fully embraced the 
breakcore aesthetic of mayhem 
over melody. On many of 
the tracks off of This Means 
Forever there was a catchy bass 
line or vocal track lingering 
in the background that 
demanded further attention. 
What eventually emerged 
was the soul of his music, a 
harmonization of seductive 
vocals and heavy synths with a 
steady rhythm. 

These days Venezia 
is a more candid musician. 
Instead of splicing up his beats 
to be "less mainstream," he'll 
add a catchy bass-line. At his 
shows you'll see girls dancing 
behind him on stage rather 
than some pony-tailed metal 
dudes moshing in the front row. 
This change of pace makes 
the drastically different feel of 
Drop the Lime's second LP, We 
Never Sleep, seem all the more 
appropriate. The album is not 
as technically audacious as 
his previous work, but it's still 
very bold in other respects. 
While combining various 
genres of music from techno to 
jazz, it also tries to capture the 
lifestyle of late-night clubs in a 
cohesive theme. 

Don't Color Me Derivative 

instruments on Get Evens are 
perfectly tight; MacKaye and 
Farina have mastered musical 
intimacy. In an interview with 
Prefix Magazine, Mackaye says 
some people believe "volume 
equals power, but we don't 
believe that. .. Sometimes things 
that are quieter lay it out even 
more intensely." The intensity 
of the musicians' hardcore 
background carries through 
most of the record, especially 
"Everybody Knows." The result 

was an emerging genre in 
late 90's that inherited punk 
rock aesthetics by embracing 
speed and complexity over 
conventional melody and 
rhythm. Venezia quickly 
mastered it. His animated 
live perfonnantt reflected 
the accelerated percussion 
of his beats, making him one 
of most notable electronic 
artists to come out of the 
states (see freepress.bard. 
edu/og/index.html for a clip 
of him performing in the Old 
Gym that illustrates my point). 
Drop the Lime's debut LP This 
Means Forever, was received 
with intematiodal acclaim. A 
few critics even considered it to 
be the apotheosis ofbreakcore. 
But despite his success as an 

Overall, We Sleep 
Forever collapses under the 
weight of its own ambition. 
'fhts t!t nffl' th1lt 1fflffl 
has lost his touch. Tracks like 
"E-lock," "Devil's Kicks," and 
"Bella" prove that Luka still 
has an arsenal of commanding 
beats to draw from in years 
to come. We Never Sleep was 
probably the right direction for 
Drop the Lime to take at this 
point in his career, but I think 
he probably should have slept 
on it before abandoning most 
of his past achievements for a 
greater challenge. 

by ben greenblatt 
This could have been 

the biggest band of the early 
90s. Awesome Color maintains 
the droning grunge of their 
predecessors from the Nirvana 
era, while manipulating the 
Stooges' punk sounds of 
Detroit. At first glimpse, 
Awesome Color may not look 
the type of band to produce 
such uncharacteristically 
rhythmic noise, but they do. 

A crowd witnessed 
Awesome Color, opening for 
Icy Demons at SMOG this 
past Monday night, become 
one definable entity through 
a synthesis of shark bass, 
pouncing drums, an electric 
guitar, and saccharine, 
apathetic vocals. From moment 
the band began with "New 
Song" through their beguiling 
Stooges-induced trip "Grown," 
Awesome Color engaged and 
deafened its audience with 
infectious rhythms. The band 
swallows their influences whole 
(among them Mudhoney, 
Comets on Fire, Stooges, and 
Sonic Youth - their debut LP 
was produced by Thurston 
Moore), initially reproducing 
those other musicians' distinct 
sounds, and then redirecting 
and manipulating their 
influences' works to become 

their own. 
Each band member 

plays on different wavelengths, 
starting sporadic and 
dismissive, by the end 
becoming as tight as any 
neatly wrapped Christmas gift. 
Allison Busch's drumming 
was punctual, keeping her 
eye on the prize the whole 
time, looking as if she was a 
feline waiting to pounce on the 
unsuspecting rodent that was 
the snare. Michael Troubnan's ___,....._ ____ _,,,_ 
bass established the relentless 
rhythm, plucking the bass in a 
ritualistically vigorous manner, 
looking like a smaller Flea, but 
crazier. Derek Stanton, playing 
the guitar like any legendary 
guitar hero, played without 
any regard for his other band 
members, somehow managing 
to complement the Stooges-like 
rhythm section with grungy 
guitar and Howlin'-Wolf-fused
with-Mark-Arm vocals. The 
band provides Derek free reign 
with his guitar, letting himjump 
into the air and provide the net 
for when he lands, allowing for 
a unification through rhythm. 
The band thus become,rnne. 

Maybe the 90s wasn't 
ready for them, but they still 
might become one of the better 
bands, today. 

-matthew garklavs 
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FILM REVIEWS 
Babel Doesn't Babble 
by evan spigelman 

There's not a lot to 
Alejandro Gonzalez lfiarritu 
and Guillermo Arriaga's 
Babel, a masturbatory 
exercise in despair tailor
made for peddling in front of 
Oscar voters. And if you've 
seen 21 Grams, the pair's 
previous film, this effort 
will seem all the more thin 
and self-aggrandizing. The 
same internal machine is 
at work here as was in 21 
Grams, but this time it's more 
geographically disparate: 
through happenstance 
and a near-tragic accident, 
strangers from all around 
the world will learn of their 
connection to one another 
and realize what a shitty place 
the world truly ts. They will 
learn about themselves and 
each other, they will never 
be the same again, and so on 
and so forth. 

The first of the four 
plotlines in question involves 
a Moroccan family who have 
recently acquired a hunting 
rifle. Ahmed and Youssef 
(Said Tarchani and Boubker 
Ait El Caid), two of the 
children in the family, go out 
to hunt jackals and, trying to 

episode with Amelia, a waste 
if it were not for Barraza, 
comes off as the most baiting 
and manipulative of the four 
and could be done without). 
Together, the four stories are 
self-effacing and effectively 
meaningless. lflarritu and 
Arriaga are doing their best to 
channel Stephen Sodebergh's 
Traffic, but they don't have 
the sensitivity of that film, 
nor is their overarching idea 
as potent. 

So what is the point 
of the film? Connecting the 
film's protagonists through 
thatdoggoneriflethatappears 
in the film's first shots, 
lnarritu and Arriaga would 
like the viewer to reflect how 
it really is a small world after 
all, and that every action we 
make will eventually touch 
people around the globe, for 
good or bad. Unfortunately, 
this comes through with the 
subtlety of a sledgehammer. 
The praise Babel has received 
due to its "gritty realism" 
is a result of DP Rodrigo 
Prieto's unimaginative 
cinematography that 
substitutes grainy film 
stock and wobbly motion for 

If you're going to see Babel, bring a shoulder to cry on. 

see if the gun will hit a faraway 
tour bus, accidentally shoot 
American tourist Susan (Cate 
Blanchett). Jump to the bus, 
where Susan and her husband 
(Brad Pitt) are rushed to a 
nearby town. There, they deal 
with political incompeteece 
and a xenophobic group of 
fellow westerners. Back at 
their place in the U.S., their 
children's nanny, Amelia 
(Adriana Barraza, who 
gives one of the two great 
performances in the film) 
goes to a wedding in Mexico 
with the kids, escorted by 
her nephew Santiago (Gael 
Garcia Bernal, in what is 
essentially an extended 
cameo). Then, for reasons 
initially unknown, we end up 
in Japan, following the social 
and sexual frustration of a 
deaf-mute girl named Chieko 
(Rinko Kikuchi, g1vmg 
the 

0

film's other excellent 
performance). 

Some of these plots 
could've made strong stand
alone films (although the 

meaning. It doesn't look bad, 
but given the screenplay's 
pithy game of connect-the
dots, one can hardly accuse 
Babel of realism on the merits 
of its look alone (granted, it is 
well-acted). 

Then there's the 
film's conceited title: Babel. 
If these characters only 
reached out to one another 
and learned to understand 
another, or "speak the 
same language," as it were, 
maybe their lives wouldn't 
spiral into misfortune. It's 
a Biblical reference, get it? 
The film's tagline also helps 
the viewer to comprehend 
the internationally-minded 
soap opera: "Listen". Thus, 
liiarritu and Arriaga end their 
"trilogy" (which includes 
this film, 21 Grams, and 
Amores Pe"os) on a forced 
note. All the same, while the 
film might be obvious, it's 
certainly sellable: Paramount 
Pictures should be happy 
come January, when those 
Oscar voters have their say. 

Craig Daniel's poker face, eerily similar to his non-polcer face, 

New Bond Flick Bound To Please 
by josh sorell 

Finally rid of Pierce 
Brosnon and the incessant 
ridiculousness of the last three 
Bond films (More satellite 
death rays? Ugh) we can all 
finally enjoy a more in-depth, 
intimate James Bond with 
ridiculousness to a lesser 
extent. The first thing you will 
notice about Casino Royale is 
that, unlike the other twenty 
Bond flicks it does not start with 
afaraW..il:,llimd~ u0Li1 atthe 
audience, causing blood to drip 
down the screen. Be patient. 
Keep watching and you11 be 
satisfied as you are treated to a 
time-jumping black and white 
scene depicting Bond's first two 
kills as a double-0. The saga of 
007 begins. Cue the Bum Bum, 
BUM-BUM! 

Despite a theme song 
by Chris Cornell that lyrically 
stumbles (like everything he 
writes these days) the opening 
static and gun card montage is 
pretty and shows a few cool knife 
fights in silhouette right we get 
a good look at Daniel Craig: the 
new James Bond as of 2006. A 
lot of people dismissed him as 
a potential Bond because of his 
short blonde hair, waxy hairless 
chest and supposedly unmanly 
demeanor, including a reported 
incident of losing two teeth 
during a stunt. Oh if only th~ 
people realized how wrong they 
were. 

The first ten minutes 
after the opening titles are jaw
dropping, hilarious, ridiculous 
and badass all at the same 
time. Bond races through a 
Madagascar construction site 

with a heavily scarred bomb 
maker who apparently has the 
skill to climb and jump over 
architecture like Spiderman. I 
guess director Martin Campbell 
wanted to include at least a small 
gratuitous kill count to get the 
action fans pleased early. The 
rest of the film weaves in and 
out of this action-pace, so be 
prepared not to see anything 
explode for a while. The biggest 
dnwk o the movie is. de..voted 
to Bond's interaction with his 
associates in the world of spies, 
lovers and guns. 

Judi Dench returns as 
M, still pissed off and with the 
brisk swagger of someone half 
her age ("Christ I miss the Cold 
War!" she blurts at one point), 
she repeatedly gives the young 
Bond the old "wildcard" speech 
with wit and class. Bond simply 
smirks from time to time and 
ruffles his cuffs. Then there are 
those baby blue eyes tarnished 
by the cuts and bruises on his 
jaw. He's not the old model 
Bond or a younger twist on 
later attempts at the character. 
The new Bond is a paradox: a 
simultaneous love machine and 
kill machine who tries to figure 
out the puzzle of being "half 
monk and half hitman." Craig's 
Bond captivates the audience 
with sly, calm banter and tries 
to play character guessing 
games with Vesper Lynd 
{played by relative newcomer 
Eva Green who tries to mute 
Bond's tricks and charms with 
reason and a few tricks of her 
own). They talk about deceit, 
love and Bond's seeming death 

wish while tryillg to catch a 
terrorist-supplying, poker
playing banker with a scar who 
cries blood. The poker game 
around which the film revolves 
is exciting, but not as intense 
as the fight scenes that chop up 
the various rounds of the game 
(blame me for not being a poker 
fan). Knives, bullets, poisons, 
tortures chambers and the usual 
spy movie tools are all there but 
there's. '. m thi • abou.t. this. 
movie that keeps yoo tied on. 

The plot jumps all over 
the place and it's occasionally 
hard to keep track of agents, 
double agents, moles etc. Then 
again, that's all standard for spy 
films, too. The real meat is in 
real attempt to forge an action 
film with depth. Craig washes 
off the blood and looks at the 
mirror with disdain and tries to 
show the soul of her Majesty's 
most famous fictitious assassin. 
"I have no armour left You've 
stripped it from me. Whatever 
is left of me - whatever I am -
I'm yours." This confused little 
soldier is the man who carries 
the weight of a franchise and a 
character intrinsically linked to 
the action and espionage genres. 
Can Craig rescue our boy from 
becoming a soulless man in a 
soulless film? Keep watching 
and you11 see the moments of 
agony, fear, rage and intensity 
that give birth to the super-spy 
we all know and love. 

Score: 4.5/5: It slows 
down from time to time and 
some stunts are ludicrous, but 
when the smoke clears you see 
something great 

Animal Terrorism Bill 
• co11tiH1d from fro-At pag,. 

up to the Supreme Court." 
Supporters of the bill, including Senate 

sponsors Dianne Feinstein (D-California) 
and James Inhofe (R-Oklahoma) praised it for 
providing protection to scientists, researchers, 
and other personnel against "violent tactics" 
employed by animal "extremists." The 
biomedical industry has been the strongest 
proponent of the bill, and is widely considered 
to be the driving force behind its passing. 
Companies cited harassment and intimidation 

of individual researchers and labs as reasons 
for supporting the bill, as well as economic 
concerns. 

Animal activists have responded to 
the bill by predicting that it will cause more 
activists to use underground tactics against 
these companies. Hankins commented, •[The 
pharmaceutical companies] could've taken a 
step that will creatc(their worst nightmare. 
The thing they were afraid of was destruction, 
daIDage to labs and vandalism, but this could 
lie the catalyst for a lot of that." 
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FILM REVIEWS 
Kaufman-esque Film Promises Little, Delivers Much 
by tom houseman 

Finally, proof that Hollywood is, at least. trying. 
It was starting to feel like Hollywood had given up on 
being in any way creative and original. Every movie 
released this summer was a remake of a TV show, 
inspired by a roller coaster ride, filled with explosions 
and half-naked supermodels. So finally, after many 
had given up hope, Hollywood has thrown us a bone in 
the form of Marc Forster's Stranger than Fiction. Made 
from a screenplay by newcomer Zach Helm, Stranger 
than Fiction is not close to being a perfect film-even 
very good might be a stretch-but it takes a very clever 
idea and runs with it well, making it an enjoyable movie 
that will certainly entertain you and may even make 
you think, a feat that is increasingly rare in mainstream 
movies. 

Karen Eiffel (Emma Thompson), a novelist 
famous for killing off her protagonist in every book she 
writes, doesn't know how to end her book. She can't 
figure out how to end the life of her main character, 
Harold Crick, and because of that, she is stalling. But 
what she doesn't know it that Harold Crick is a real 
person (played by Will Ferrell, no less) who can hear 
her narrate his life, although he has no idea who she is. 
As Harold Crick starts to fall in love with an eccentric 
baker (Maggie Gyllenhaal) and gets a college professor 
(Dustin Hoffman)' to help him figure out whether the 
book of his life is a comedy or a tragedy, his and Karen 
Eiffel's path get dangerously close to crossing. 

There are no screenwriters today who can 
write as well as Charlie Kaufman, the brilliant scribe 
behind Being John Malkovich and Eternal Sunshine of 
the Spotless Mind, but Zach Helm clearly wants to. His 
screenplay is very much in the same vein of Kaufman's 
surreal, seH-conscious, meta style. This may be an 
unfair comparison because Kaufman certainly didn't 
invent this style, he just does it better than anyone else, 
but it is clear that Helm's debut screenplay draws on 
the ideas set out by Kaufman. The main difference is 
that Helm's set If)( was cfea't9"influenced by o , 
as there are far more happy moments than Charlie 
Kaufman would ever allow into one of his films. Helm's 
first script shows a lot of promise, and he will hopefully 
show even better work in the future. 

Similarly, Marc Forster's directorial style is 
eerily reminiscent of what David 0. Russell did in his 
brilliant film I Hearl Huckabees. Forster inserts several 

~-------------_-_-_-""---~-.::.::.::::;;~~::::::~~=~ clever details into the beginning of the ,.... 
film, such as showing the math being 
done in Harold's head as he counts 
everything from brush strokes to stairs. 
This trick was also used by Russell in 
Huckabees, but it works almost as well in 
Stranger than Fiction and keeps the film 
from dragging in the beginning. 

But the real stars of Stranger 
than Fiction are the stars themselves: 
the three main actors. Will Ferrell 
has proven that he can be hilariously 
funny (not that he always is, or even 
frequently is)..but here he takes a much 
more reserved, toned-down role, similar 
to what other outrageous comedians 
Adam Sandler and Jim Carrey did in 
Punch Drunk Love and Eternal Sunshine, 
but Ferrell blows them both away by 
giving an excellent performance. In 
fact, Ferrell carries the film, bringing 
Harold Crick to life and never making 
him a caricature, as with the type of 
performances he is best known for. The 
other two great performances in the 
film are significantly less surprising; 
honestly, when do Emma Thompson 
and Dustin Hoffman not give great 
performances? Thompson easily takes 
the most complicated character and 
makes her delightfully fascinating, the 
kind of person we would never want to 
actually meet, just watch as she does 
ridiculous things like ask people in the 
emergency room how they got injured. 
Hoffman is wonderfully funny, and the 
scene in which he is figuring out what 
books ~arold is not in (a process _of _______________________ _, 

The only weak link, surprisingly, is Maggie Gyllenhaal. 
Gyllenhaal may be suffering from fatigue from having 
been in too many movies this year, but it just never 
seemed like she cared about what was going on in the 
movie, and she had very little chemistry with Ferrell. 

Okay, so perhaps saying that Hollywood was 
trying to be original was a bit of a stretch, considering 

• TfflfflY r . 
least they're trying to seem original, which may 
be the next best thing. And when the movies they 
steal from are as brilliant as Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind and / Heart Huckabees, who's going 
to complain? Maybe, someday, Hollywood will try 
something that is actually creative and original. 
What a glorious day that will be. 

clockwise from top left: 
Telepathe at SMOG, Matt 
and Kim at SMOG, The Hand 
Jobs at SMOG, The Blow at 
SMOG, Avey Tare and Kria 
Brekkan at SMOG, Aloha in 
the MPR 
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SEEKING 

DIGITAL CAMERA I'm 
looking for a passable digital 
camera, so if you're upgrading 
or whatever, get in touch 
with me. I'll pay up to $200 -
whatever's reasonable for the 
camera in question. Annie 
Sawyer, as287@bard.edu. 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR The 
Bard College Annual fund is 
seeking and Assistant Director 
to plan, organize and implement 
programs to increase 
participation and gift size for 
alumni/ae, parents and friends 
of the College. In addition, this 
individual with help steward 
donors and prospects, create 
and execute mail appeals and 
run the phoneathon. Contact 
Matt Soper - soper@bard.edu 
for details. 

, .. 
1 Presto Pasta ~to 1 

1' o 1 12. E"fR..E"~ l"i H I ~ I by foster itter I 

H 
~bf ~ST f' AS~ A<:,,~ //nf'1fl4t?.: This pasta dish is fresh and delicio111. ~Dini and • I spaghettini are also perfect for this herb}" sauce. If you on' I 

-r u,... t<: t 'Y ~ l> It-~ O ~ A«. have a food processor, neverfear: a hammelor a glass bol l 
n ~ I will do for crushing the walnuta, and you can simply mince I 

~f:l'\S.'6 R. I 1'~ ~b'b' I,. "TH IS. the parsley, basil and garlic. 

5 C fl}cM ~'E \ S -;., If you do have a food processor, a white bean puree with salt; 
• f'HM SE:' / ~4-u J oHve oil. garlic and lemon to taste would be ~ely. For more I 
.._ I ideas emlil me at fi721@bard.edu. 

000000 
A 

rd.I H#r ""'6--Td.M t -~-
All oCq.~ lfcr Ingredients 

I 1 cup flat-leaf ar 1ey lea~ 
1/~ cup basil I av 0000 

PEN PAL Do you believe that 
the art of correspondence as 
"pen pals" is a lost art? Just 
feel like sharing random info 
about yourself with a complete 
stranger? Send a letter to PO 
Box 303. 

AVAIIABLE 

1999 KIA SPORTAGE Green, 
5 speed, 4WD. $3,200 or best 
offer. Contact Philip at either 
pl821@bard.edu or (845) 901-
2908. 

256MB PCl00 SO-DIMM 
RAM chip, should fit most G3 
iBooks and many other pre-
2004 computers. Make your 
computer run faster for $40. 
Call John at x5057. 

SUBLET FOR SPRING 
SEMESTER Sublet the huge 

room of the upstairs portion 
of the amazing house on 30 E. 
Market Street in Red Hook. 
Located right in the center of 
town, comes totally furnished. 
$625/month. Please contact 
Camilla for more information! 
(251) 709-7441. 

FREE STUDENT HOUSING 
AND MEALS Red Hook 
family seeking a responsible 
and mature female student 
to get kids up, fed and on the 
bus during school mornings. 
In exchange live rent-free 
with meals. Included; ground 
floor bedroom with full bath, 
separate entrance, semi
private living room with cable 
and wireless internet and 
desk, own laundry room, lmile 
from campus. Additional pay 
for after-school care but this 
is not required. Available in 
December 2006. References 
and interview required. 

I 2 small garlic cloves. minced 
1 cuptoastechn.lnut~~ 

l 1/4 cup freshly g e Rannesan cheese 

1
1/4 cup extrffirgin olive oil 
t/2 cup ricotta cheese 

I 
Salt and freshly ground pepper 
3/4 pound linguine 

I Directiollt\ 

I 
In a mini food processor, pulse thelNl(Sley with the basil and I 
garli~ until chopped. Add the walnuts, Parmesan cheese and 

I 
olive oil and process to a paste. 'lhnsfer the pesto to a large I 
bo-..w stir in the ricotta and season with salt and pepper. 

I Coolc the linguine in a large pot of boiling salted water until I 

I 
al dente. Drain the pasta, reserving 1/2 cup of the cooking I 
water. Toss the pasta with the pesto and the reservel • g 

L water, season with salt and pepper and serve. _ _ ...J 

Serious inquiries only. Call 
(845) 224-5195 or 5196, email 
paul@hackettown.com. 

ROOM FOR RENT IN TIVOLI 
$250/month for one bedroom in 
a four bedroom apartment (with 
three other Bard students) 
on Broadway, near the shuttle 
stop. ~ousing January-May, 
also January sublets available. 
Interested? Email Maggie at 
mc467@bard.edu. 

SUBLET AVAILABLE 
IN ANNANDALE Very 
convienient, $500/month, heat 
included. Off-campus housing 
on campus! contact Owen, 
oc457@bard.edu. 

against the wall outside of 
Kline, dressed to the nines in 
black and green. Now there's 
only a stranger, clad in mint
green and wearing your chain. 
If you haven't been getting 
out much, I'd just like you to 
know that I'd ride you all night 
long . . . if Ben would let me. 
Love from your friend with the 
frame pump. 

Your nightly Egyptian dances 
keep us entertained, and you 
dramatic readings of the course 
catalog have us on the edge of 
our seats. Probably, you should 
come slam your chest against 
the common room window 
again soon. Sincerely, the JFK 
Appreciation Society. 

MISSED CONNECTIONS Tactical O.C. • We won't blot 
_ without you, though we may not 

I've been lusting after your observethethreetoppinglimit. 
frame for months now. I used 
to always see you leaning 
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