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Volume VIIl • Issue I 
eating bagged spifllach since 2000 

the bard 
Expansion of 
SMOG Neglected 
Comtruction projects: subject 
to the new incomplete policy? 
by owen conlow 

SMOG, the two-car-plus 
garage located behind the gym on the 
road to the dump, was built around 1990 
to provide a home for the club titled 
Student Mechanics' Open Garage. 
According to coverage in the November 
1990 issue of the Bard Observer, " ... 
certain important necessities were 
neglected such as running water and 
heat." The building was erected 
in three weeks, and although some 
improvements have been made since 
then, the SMOG still reeks of a slip
shod building project. Originally the 
building was used by students to service 
vehicles in a co-operative fashion. More 
recently the Surrealist Training Circus 
was using the space to rehearse, as well 
as store and service apparati. When the 
Old Gym was closed two years ago, the 
circus offered the space as a temporary 
replacement for the Red Room, a small 
venue in the basement of the Old Gym. 

At the end of last semester, 
students voted to allot $50,000 from the 
Reserve Fund to expand and improve 
SMOG and make it a more worthy 
perform~ venue, as well as a general 
club space. The intention was to expand 
the western, dump-facing side of the 

1 in and cnen1l }' make the 
letis of a gar:ige'andmore ofa venue. 
construction was supposed to begin this 
summer so that the new space would be 
ready for use when students returned in 
the fall. 

The only visible changes were a 
few measurements spray-painted on the 
wall and a few arrows; the brush was 
not even cleared on the western side of 
the building. Brandon Rosenbluth, who 
is involved with both SMOG and the 
Audio Coop, met with Paul Marienthal, 
head of TLS, and John Gall, head of 
B&G, prior to the semester's end to 
discuss the plans, and was under the 
impression that the construction was 
scheduled to begin this summer. 

However, Rosenbluth says that 
he had difficulty contacting Gall this 
summer, and when he did return an e
mail, he informed Rosenbluth that the 
school would have to hire an architect 
and apply for a building permit, neither 
of which had been discussed previously. 
Later on this summer, Rosenbluth was 
informed that the permit was ready to be 
picked up in Red Hook, but apparently 
had not - and may still not have-been 
retrieved. John Gall did not reply to 
e-mails requesting an interview for 
this article and the Red Hook Zoning 
& Planning Board was unavailable for 
questioning, leaving students in the all 
too familiar dark about the future of 
student space. 

While many students have 
interpreted the delayed construction as 
another sign of administrative hesitance 
to give students any autonomous 
space, several developments last week 
served to quell those fears. Most 
notably, through some persistence on 
the part of, Oliver Traldi, Secretary of 
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Harvard Trades Eady 
Action for F~ 
Bard process has always prized 
equality, says admissions 
by peter neely 

Under the leadership ofinterim president 
Derek Bok, Harvard University announced 
this week that they will end their early action 
program next year in an attempt to equalize the 
admissions process, which they say places low 
income and minority applicants at a distinct 
disadvantage. 

"The early decision process worked at a 
certain point in the history of American colleges 
as a way to encourage students to think about 
going to college earlier ... at that time they were 
not seeing record number of students applying 
to schools," says Geneva Foster, Bard's Assistant 
Dean of Students and Director of Multicultural 
Affairs. The early action process j.ncrcases 
chances of admission and informs students of 
their admissions status by December, rather than 
May. 

"[Harvard] has been making an effort 
to recruit economically disadvantaged students 
and students of color, who are not their main 
group of applicants; said Bonnie Marcus, Bard's 
Senior Associate Director of Admissions, when 
contacted for comment in her Chicago office. •It 
is at best another action to broaden diversity." 

A bird's eye view of this year's sprawling book exchange. Over 300 students 
ratkd this semester. For more, turn to page thru. 

The early decision program at Harvard, 
which does not require a student decision 
until May 1, does limit students to one school 
application, which is more similar to the binding 
early decision option offered at many other 
colleges and universities. Bard only offers non
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Upstate NY Jails Boom Despite Crime Decline 
Some in Dutchess Fight the Greater New York Trend 
by brenden beck 

Statisticians studying 
patterns of incarceration in 
upstate New York have met with 
a strange arithmetic. Crime 
rates are decreasing. State 
Prison capacity has declined. 
Yet the same number of people 
are incarcerated in New York as 
were ten years ago. 

This is because county 
jail expansion has boomed since 
1995. Making up one third 
of people incarcerated in New 
York, county jails are run by the 
dected _county sheriff and house 
those awaiting trial or serving 
short sentences. Most of those 
not in county jails are serving 
sentences in state run prisons. 

The numbers reveal 
a startling dichotomy. In 
2005, 30% fewer crimes were 
reported than in 1995, yet the 
total capacity of upstate New 
York Jails (upstate being those 
outside the five city boroughs) 
has increased 20% during that 
same time to total 19,986 beds. 
Thirty-six counties, just over 
half of those in New York, have 
expanded their jails since 1995 
or have plans to soon. These 
numbers, compiled from data 
provided by the New York State 
Department of Correctional 
Services and Commission of 
Correction, reflect a national 

trend that many are trying to 
explain. 

"Some of the factors 
driving up New York's jail 
populations are similar to 
those affecting jail populations 
throughout the country; 
says Dana Kaplan of the 
New York State Network for 
Jail Alternatives and Safer 
Communities. The factors 
are "increased arrest rates for 
low lcvcl crimes, particularly 
in poor neighborhoods where 
many residents fail to meet bail, 
increased detention of non-
citizen immigrants in county 
facilities; and a rising number 
of mentally ill persons formerly 
residing in mental health 
facilities." 

Though this increase is 
most startling upstate because 
of the number of counties 
expanding, this is not a uniquely 
upstate phenomenon. The 
New York City Department 
of Correction has proposed 
three new jails in the Bronx, 
Brooklyn, and <l!iccns despite 
the crime rates drastically lower 
than a decade ago. 

Right here in Dutchess 
County,Sheri1£AdrianAnd 
oversaw the building of 100 new 
beds for the Dutchess Jail, and 
county legislators are debating 

a new 300-bed addition. The 
potential S60 million price 
tag has been a source of much 
controversy, but the county 
might not have a choice. 

That 
choice 
ultimatdy 

may 
be 

up to the State 
Commission 
on Correction 
(COC), which is a 
small state agency 
charged with 
ovasceing prison 
and jail conditions 
in New York. 
The problem of 
crowding "has 
forced the coc 
to mandate the 
construction of 
larger fuilitics 
that are more 
substantial than 
counties need 
or, in some 

and bigger jails say that they will 
hdp combat the overcrowding 
that, in Dutchess' case, means 
sometimes dozens of people 
need to be "boarded out• to 

instances, can pay ?utche"s Justice ra/lie, to stop jail expansion 
for," says Adriano m our county 
Bongiorno, the Legislative other county jails because 
Rcprcscntativc to the New York Dutchess cannot hold them. 
State Association of Counties. County legislators like 
He says that jail expansion Sandy Goldberg of Dutchess 
has cost taxpayers of upstate County District #14 and 
counties approximately S 1 groups such as Pougbkecpsic
billion. based Dutchess Justice propose 

Proponents of the new solutions to overcrowding other 
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"Eco-terrorism" and the Green Scare 
by lauren perlstein 

As I write this article, 
six animal rights activists are on 
trial for their part in what the 
government has dubbed "cco
terrorist" activities. These people, 
more commonly known as the 
SHAC (Stop Huntingdon Animal 
Crudy) 7, are a group of students 
and organizers who are each &clog 
between two and a half and 13 
years in prison for campaigning 
to shut down Huntingdon Life 
Sciences, a notorious animal
tcstinglaboratory in 
New Jersey. These 
activists, however, 
did not break into 
the laboratory, or 
liberate animals, or 
destroy property. 
What they are 
being tried for is 
running a website that openly 
supported those who did. 

How, one might ask, is it 
possible to be faced with such stiff 
penalties for doing something as 
innocuous as running a website? 
The answer is simple: this new 
wave of legal action on the part 
of the government is part of the 
Green Scare, a war on dissent 
that targets and classifies militant 
environmentalists, animal rights 
activists, and those who support 
them as terrorists. In fact, according 
to senior officials from the FBI, 
environmental and animal rights 
groups (which range from -the 
Animal and Earth Liberation 
Fronts to PETA) account for the 
greatest domestic terrorist threat to 
the United States. 

As a primer, the Animal 
and Earth Liberation Eronts 
(ALF and ELF respectivc[y} are 

underground networks of activists 
committed to property destruction 
(as well as animal liberation) 
as a means by which to impart 
economic injury on companies 
who benefit from the exploitation 
of animals and the earth. While 
many activists are split regarding 
the necessity and ethics of these 
methods, it should be noted that 
both the ELF and the ALF 
explicitly denounce harming any 
living thing in the execution of 

their actions. To this day, no 
animal (human or non-human) 
has ever been physically harmed by 
either the ELF or the ALF. 

The main method by 
which the government has been 
indicting activists has been through 
the use of a little-known law called 
the Animal Enterprise Terrorism 
Act. This law, whose stated goal 
is to "provide the Department of 
Justice the necessary authority to 
apprehend, prosecute, and convict 
individuals committing animal 
enterprise terror," was created in 
1992 by biomedical interest groups 
and has been utilized more and 
more frequently by the government 
to classify the direct action carried 
out by environmental and animal 
rights groups as both felonies and 
terrorist acts. The law specifically 
makes it a crime to travel in 
"interstate or foreign commerce" 

to deliberately damage property 
with which animal enterprises 
conduct business. It also outlines 
sentencing guidelines, which 
suggest anywhere from six months 
in prison for causing less than 
Sl0,000 in damages to twenty 
years in prison for causing "serious 
bodily injury." 

Another operation put 
in place by the government to 
apprehend activists who engage in 
property destruction is Operation 

Backfire. Led by the 
FBI, this investigation 
has arrested over 
20 activists and 
subpoenaed many 
more within the past 
nine months. Despite 
the fact that neither 
the Animal nor 

the Earth Liberation Front have 
ever harmed or even committed 
an action against a human, 
activists motivated by ideological 
reasons are finding themselves 
threatened with sentences of up 
to life imprisonment while those 
who commit far more egregious 
crimes for non-political reasons are 
receiving lighter sentences. This can 
be seen in the case of environmental 
activist Jeff "Free" Luers, who 
is currently serving a 22.8 year
long jail sentence (a sentence 
tantamount to what a second
degree murderer would receive) for 
burning three SUVs at a dealership 
in On:gon to bring attention to the 
problem of the destructive effect 
of oil consumption on the earth. 
Furthermore, it is of great interest 
that in at least one of its pending 
" tcrrorn weli1 govec~ 
has uh1ized the resfimonyof'a pma-

Social Forum to be Held at US-Mexico Border 
by emma friedland 

The idea of a Border 
Social Forum (Foro Social 
Fronterizo) was born at the 2006 
World Social Forum in Caracas, 
Venezuela, whfch some Bard 
students attended. A handful of 
organizations from Mexico and 
the U.S. met in Caracas to design 
a forum concerned with issues 
surrounding the "Wall of Death" 
on the US-Mexico border. 

The Border Social 

-

Forum is set to happen in 
Chihuahua, Mexico, in the 
border town of Ciudad Juarez, 
located just across from El Paso, 
Texas. The event is scheduled 
for October 13-15, of 2006. The 
Border Social Forum will be held 
at the campus of the Universidad 
Autonima de Ciudad Juarez 
(UACJ). 

As a geographical point 
and pyschological space, CD 
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Juarez is an important place for 
the discussion of US-Mexican 
relations, as it represents the 
division between the global north 
and south---where the wealthy 
and impoverished countries 
confront. CD Jw.rez is also the 
site of numerous American 
fac~ories, or maquiladoras, 
that are implicit not only in 
the controversy surrounding 
NAFT A, but also in the 
dissappcarance and deaths of 
hundreds of female workers 
in the city. Also, all of the law 
enforcement policing the US
Mexico border is corrdinated 
from El Paso. 

For these reasons, CD 
Juarez is a logical backdrop for 
discussions encompassing the 
themes of labor and work, US
Mexico relations, human rights 
and gender. Among the goals of 
the Border Social Forum, one is 
to have participating ddegations 
from each border state. The 
Forum then is intent on assessing 
the current situation along the 
US-Mexico border and agreeing 
on plan of actions and solutions 
to the problems faced. 

The border plan of 
action will be integrated into 
this year's World Social Forum 
that will be held in Kenya, and 
the US Social Forum in Atlanta 
in 2007. 

For mort information, fJisit http:// 
.forosocill!frontnizo./Jlogspot.,oml 

informant as the only evidence 
linking the activists to the crime 
for which they are being charged. 

While it may seem 
painfully obvious that those 
convicted of a crime will be 
sentenced and denounced as 
criminals, the problem is that 
activists rounded up in this 
governmental sweep are also being 
subject to another label - rerrorists. 
Never mind the fact that the whole 
concept of "cco-terrorism" was 
made popular by Ron Arnold, a 
virulent anti-environmentalist; or 
the fact that over 3000 hate crimes 
are perpetrated against African 
Americans alone every year; or the 
fact that in 2003 the FBI Office of 
the Inspector General suggested 
transferring the money spent 
on thwarting "cco-terrorists" to 
efforts to pursue threats by Islamic 
fundamentalists-the government 
persists in its practice of presumed 
guilt and baseless convictions. 

According to John 
Lewis, the FBI's Deputy Assistant 
Director, the Animal and Earth 
Liberation fronts have been 
responsible for SllO million dollars 

worth of damage by way of 1,200 
acts of "cco-terrorisnt over the 
last 15 years. If this seems like 
terrorism, compare it to the Sll0 
million dollars worth of trees that 
multi-national timber companies 
steal from national forests every 
year. OrtheSll0millioncutbythc 
Bush administration from Native 
American housing programs 
last year. Or the &ct that those 
associated with white-suptemacist 
groups who have killed six and 
injured more than 135 people are 
viewed as less of a priority than 
non-violent environmentalists. 
The list goes on. 

ltis no secret that~ 
social movements have used all 
means by which to exact change, no 
matter how illegal or illegitimate the 
govmunent claims them to be. If 
the govmunent wants to retain any 
clout with the American people, it 
must stop dcnooncing eYCr)'thing 
and CYCl}'>llC that harms its interests 
as "terrorists," and must start 
analyzing and being realistic about 
the breadth of the threat posed by 
groups it sees as challenging the 
status quo. 
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Old Gym Comm Creates New Gym Style 
by amy mackiy for the new old gym commitee 

The legendary Old someoneelseinanotherprojector production time) and there can 
Gym, though no longex: production. Students interested be no more than 120 people 
providing us with wild parties in utilizing the Old Gym must admitted into the space for a 
and raucous rock n' roll, persists submit a detailed proposal to the production. The sooner you get 
in its attempt to remain a vital Committce,outliningspecifically your proposal form (available in 
student autonomous space on the technical or spatial needs of the campus center post office) 
campus. With a new agenda the production or project. into the committee, the sooner 
to encourage collaboration and We strongly urge all we can distribute a schedule 
integration across divisions in students interested to really for the upcoming events for the 
the art departments at Bard, push their ideas and broaden the semester. For more information, 
the New Old Gym Committee scope of their project to see how you can contact department 
composed of student artists has to fully maximize all that the representativcsonthecommittce: 
facilitated the development of space has to offer. Priority will be Maggie Carson (lighting), Alex 
the gym into a functional, multi- granted to projects that require Davis (Dance/Theater), Brei 
media artist space. It is available the use of the space and whose Froebe (Theater), Alex Eaton 
to all students for musical production/aesthetic values (Theater), Amy MacKay (Studio 
shows, theatrical performances, enhance the character of the Arts), Daniel Pierce (Music), 
art viewings and installations. space (and vice-versa). There are Chris Rice (Photography), 
The space is intended to run as very few rules, most importantly Emma Skovc-Epes (Dance). For 
a co-operative, meaning that in no drinking or smoking in the those interested in looking at 
order to use the space, we ask space (during performances the space, we will host an open 
that you also participate or assist and _openings as well as during house in the near future. 

Book Exchange Sticks it to the Man, Again 
Hundreds get free class books at the bi-annual swap 
by paige deal 

Four years after the 
foundingofBard'suniquetextbook 
cooperative, the Book Exchange 
is still running strong. Last week 
the student run organization gave 
or received books from over 300 of 
Bard's best and brightest, trading 
thousands of used class books. 
Though they have a small, damp 
closet in the basement of Albee 
to store the books, they trade 
out of the Campus Center lobby 
to attract the maximum of foot 
traffic. "'Our closet isn't nearly 
big enough to operate the trade 
out of,• says Abbie Weil '08, one 
of the Book Exchangc's dedicated 
workers. "We're grateful for the 
space, but it's difficult to lug the 
books back and forth." 

The Exchange happens 
at the beginning and end of every 
semester, trading only books 
Bard students have used for 

price and condition, but the 
exchange doesn't use money (Sl
S20 is one point, S20-S50 is two 
points, and S50+ is three points). 
"Sometimes people will ask to buy 
the books, but we were founded 
because some students were tired 
of paying for books that their 
predecessors used," says Brenden 
Beck '07, who has worked with 
the Book Exchange since its 
inception in fall of 2003. 

Even though freshmen 
don't have any class books to 
exchange, having never take a 
class, the Book Exchange offers 
them a "loan" of four points worth 
of books so they can get started. 
"We trust that freshmen will bring 
us four points worth at the end of 
the semester. It doesn't have to be 
the books we gave them, just any 
ones they don't need anymore." As 
always, upper classmen can trade 

classes. Points are assigned to as ~any books as they want with 
the books based on their initial their no longer wanted tomes. 

Noticeable to anyone 
who walked through the 
Campus Center last week, the 
books in the Exchange are not 
organized into any order. This 
has lead many to avoid taking 
advantage of the exchange, but 
organizing the collection is a goal 
of the Exchange. "We'd love to 
categorize the books, but at this 
point we just don't have the man
power to order them and keep 
them that way. But if people 
would like to get involved they 
can email aw928@bard.edu to 
help out," says Beck. 

Though the Exchange 
workers haven't heard of any 
similar programs at other schools, 
they are hoping to spread the 
idea. "We wrote a 'How to Book 
Exchange' pamphlet and are 
hoping to get it to industrious 
kids at other schools," says Beck. 
"It's easy in the college setting. 
Who doesn't love free books?" 

New YorkJail Expansion {contd.fromfrontpage) 
than new construction. Adding 
to Dutchess' already robust 
"Alternative to Incarceration" 
programs is one such remedy that 
might stop crowding. Reforming 
bail practices that keep the poor in 
jail longer than their counterparts 
who can ,meet bail is another 
possible solution. Changing arrest 
practices to more closely reflect 
the decreasing crime rate would 
also cut back on the numbers 

entering jail in many counties. 
These remedies woold also save tax 
dollars not spent on a new jail. 

It is just those tax dollars 
that draw so many companies to the 
business of jail c:xpansion. The Sl 
billion thatwentto build New York's 
county jails mostly ended un in the 
hands of priwte contractors, whose 
ads peppered the winter edition of 
the New York State Association of 
Counties' newsletter. Companies 

like the Pike Company, Labella 
Associates, and BBL Construction 
Services boast of their experience 
in building correctional facilities. 
One such Pike Company ad, 
formatted to look like an article, 
encourages the county legislator 
readership considering jail 
expansion to, "Have Fun. You 
will probably not have another 
chance to design and build a new 
jail!. 
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Anti-War Candidate Loses 
Among Democrats 
FOXy former first female fights for supposi
tional second senate seat 
by kendra shirmer 

On the night of 
September 12th, voters in New 
York State Democratic party's 
primary election turned in their 
1>allots to determine the all-star 
line-up of November's general 
election. Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, Eliot Spitzer, John 
Spencer and Andrew Cuomo 
were declared victors after the 

olls closed at 9 pm. 
Clinton won her 

nomination to run for her 
Senate seat over anti-war 
challenger Jonathan Tasini. 
Tasini, former head of the 
National Writer's Union, got 
into the race despite being a 
«10-name outside of the labor 
movement. He was outspent 
by all. Estimates are said to 
be in the range of one hundred 
to one or higher. As a stranger 
in an unknown in the political 
realm he didn't get much 
publicity and was blocked out 
of the televised debate because 
the station's criteria said he 
hadn't raised enough money 
to satisfy the station's criteria 
in campaigning. However 
after Tuesday, he got almost 
the exact same percentage as 
Eliot Spitzer's challenger in 
the gubernatorial primary, a 
county executive from a large 
county in NY, who got front
page attention· 11d parti ipatc 
in igh p I v ra 
Tasini garnered 17% of the 
vote. In a public statement, 
he had this to say: "People 
throughout this campaign 
have come up to me and said 
that they were so grateful they 
had a choice-a choice that they 
could express their opposition 
to this illegal and immoral 
war, their frustration that in 

The Questions 

this county 40 million people 
don't have health care, and 
their anger that corporations 
are waging a class warfare 
against their workers. I am 
proud that we have given them 
that choice." (democracynow. 
org) 

Unlike Connecticut's 
Ned Lamont, Tasini was 
unable to secure the anti
war momentum that fueled 
Lamont's upset victory 
over incumbent Dem. Joe 
Lieberman last month. Much 
like Lieberman, Clinton voted 
yes on the Iraq war and hasn't 
called out for a date specific 
troop withdrawal, though 
she has publicly criticized the 
administration's conduct of the 
war and called for Rummy's 
resignation. In November 
Clinton will face John Spencer, 
former mayor of Yonkers. 
Spencer won his primary over 
K.T. McFarland, who was a 
Pentagon spokeswoman during 
Reagan's reign. While Clinton 
has raised over S44 million for 
her campaign, Spencer begins 
with little money, lacks name 
recognition, and has a political 
profile that is much more 
conservative ~han most New 
York voters. 

With 60 days until the 
C •ti , 

name ·mner. ,,o ·e to It 

campaign trail immediateJy 
after Tuesday's victories and 
hope to draw out more voters 
for participation on November 
7th. Initial numbers indicated 
a record all-time low for 
voter turnout. Similarly, Bard 
College voter participation 
is historically shabby. Now 

- ctmtinwd 11n nal ,.ie-

Fo the full text of the questions asked 

voters. 
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Don't Fear the Reaper 
New coma case leads to probing mind questions 
by andy kopas 

Vocabularies can be funny 
things. Think back a few years, and 
consider whether anyone would know 
what a •blog• is. You wouldn't have to 
go much farther back to find people 
with no clue what a •poocast• is. And 
everyone can probably remember when 
the phrase "persistent vegetative state" 
was forced into our vernacular. Every
day vocabulary can always say a little bit 
about our changing social psyche; just as 
•blog" and •poocast• signify a new era 
of communication and information dis
semination, •persistent vegetative state" 
speaks volumes about the our gradual 
redefining of •life" and "death." Thanks 
to advancements in neural biotechnol
ogy, these notions, which have been with 
us for as long as we have been cognitive, 
are beginning to shift from a distinct 
dichotomy to something far less clear. 
And decisions surrounding them, which 
have, historically, been relatively simple, 
are becoming much more complex. 

siveness and inability to communicate ii]. 
any fashion, was first told some simple 
statements, including •There was milk 
and sugar in his coffee." Dr. Adrian 
Owen and his colleague-s then moni-

death? The patient clearly demonstrated 
a will to cooperate, and that alone will no 
doubt be enough proof for many of the 
mind's ability to survive. The reseatchers 

to ry to pre,•em ontrol'er y 

in a withered body, all traditional forms 
of communication lost, but flashes on 
a brain scan ringing through loud and 
clear. 

Of course, it seems appropriate 
to ask what kind of things might be done 
for such a person, one whom traditional 
medicine has no conception of how to 
treat. No doubt many would like to say 
that there is hope of the patient recov
ering, if enough time is given. However, 
history seems to think this is unlikely, at 
least when the body is left to heal on its 
own. But given the amount of research 
being done in fields like cybernetics, 
and news of quadrapeligics playing Pong 
with their brains, it's hard not to wonder. 
How long might it be before comatose 
and PVS patients are able to simply wire 
into a computer and live their lives ex 
machina? 

Tl1rel! people, some in comas, di.l'play . imi/ar hrain patterns 

The eager futurist would be 
quick to take this even further, leap
ing past all of these cases of a life that 
was nearly cut short being prolonged or 
restored. Many could see this as taking 

Can a mind still be alive sepa
rate from a functioning body? Many 
grieving parents, children, and spouses 
have always wanted to believe so, but sci
entific opinion has been skeptical at best. 
This, however, might be changing. In 
the most recent issue of the journal Sci
ence, a University of Cambridge research 
team reported finding some striking 
similarities between the brain activity of 
a woman who has been in a vegetative 
state for the past five months and that of 
a healthy, conscious volunteer. 

The woman, a 23-year old who 
had been injured in a car accident and 
met all the clinical criteria for a vegeta
tive state, including persistent unrespon-

tored her brain activity via functional though, adding "This is unlikely the case back what was rightfully theirs. But what 
magnetic resonance imaging, or fMRI, for all vegetative patients." But the dam about claiming the prize so many have 
and found it to be surprisingly similar to has already been broken in many ways. lusted for? What about the possibility of 
that of a healthy person told the same Are patients in a persistent vegetative immortality? Might it be the case a cen
statement. While the brain activity was state, or PVS, to be seen as prisoners in tury from now that death is simply an 
not necessarily on the same scale as that the worst of cells, where there is no overt option, a choice one can make if a more 
of the healthy person, the important part torture, but something far more fright- mechanical existence just doesn't hold 
was that it was in the same areas. The ening? Is it possible to continue living in the right poetic appeal. No doubt life 
researchers then proceeded to ask her to this world given such circumstances? No and death will have even more radically 
imagine a range of activities, including doubt these will be the kinds of questions different connotations by then, with the 
walking about her house and playing a asked the next time a Terry Schiavo pops potential for death to even be totally 
game of tennis. Once again, her neural up, but this time there will be more proof phased out of our minds. But chances are 
activity matched that of the volunteer. presented than a few bats of an eyelid. good that even with all of these medical 

So do these results herald the One can imagine elaborate images being technologies trying to end its life, death 
oncoming of a new definition oflife and invoked of a stoic soul clinging to life will find a way to survive. 

NY Primaries {contd.from page tbreel 
depending on whether or not Prison Policy Initiative, and 
your radical political views others. They compiled a list 
restrict any cooperation with of questions they shot at the 
the State, you probably have candidates in all statewide 
weak excuses for being too lazy primary and general elections 
to fill out the single form that for many districts of New York. 
will get your name on file at They asked such questions 
our Dutchess County polling as: "What are your views on 
place. Whether you like Hilary the U.S. Census Bureau's 
Clinton or not, and •lesser of method of assigning residence 
two evils" business aside, I to incarcerated people?" 
suggest you check out www. and posted the responses of 
betterballotsny.org to survey those who chose to respond. 
the names of the women and Further down the main page 
men running for positions not is an option to custom design 
as glamorous as Senate but a voter guide for the region 
still integral to the legislation in which you reside. Check 
forming decisions that affect for updates closer to election 
us all. The folks that put dates. The General Election 
together this website include is November 7th but the cut
the Voter Enfranchisement off for registration is October 
Project, the Bronx Defenders, 13th. 

"Zuck You!" Say Students to Di§.grarebook 
Our generation s Vietnam recieves much needed attention 
bymaxstahl 

In September of 2006 
over 700,000 young people joined 
the fustcst growing protest move
ment in American history. If our 
generation were to protest in such 
numbers it must have been against 
some grave injustice. The disastrous 
Iraq War? Our quickly eroding civil 
liberties? Kline's lack of cones for 
the soft serve machine? No, unfor
tunately our generation sucks. We 
mobilized in large numbers against 
the tyranny that is... fu:ebook. 
com. 

than scaiy really, but Northwestcm's 
Ben Parr was mad as hell and he just 
wasn't going to take it anymore, so 
in the legacy of Thomas Jefferson's 
call for "the right of people to alter 
or abolish" any tyrannical govern
ment he set up the "reYOlutionary" 
"Students Against Facebook News 
Feed." What he didn't expect was 
that in two days it would become 
the fustcst growing protest move
ment in American History. 

The question as to why 
our generation feels more aggrieved 

The omnipresent social by a website designed so that college 
networking site last week intro- kids can swap generic drinking sto
duced a new feature called "News ries than, say, the imminent global 
Feed" that basically forces users to destruction that is global warming 
stalk their friends. The "News Feed" is a disturbing one. But when pl 

was happy to let me know every take a step back and get some per-
time an)t>ne so much as sneezed spectivc pl come away with a bit of 

News Feed, the protest group-would 
never have gotten a tenth as big. It 
only grew because every time some
one joined, the News Feed informed 
all of their friends, thereby creating 
a gigantic ripple effect throughout 
the entire network. This means that 
other protests can be organi7.Cd in a 
similar way, tcaehing vast amounts 
of people with almost no resources 
or effort, merely a good idea. This 
represents the problem of our time 
- we have for .the first time the 
potential of mass communication 
without going through any cultural 
gatckecpers, the potential to effect 
real change without being co-optm 
in the slightest. Unfortunately, all 
we care about is getting shit and 
winning the oompctition of who 
can most closely model their life 
after a beer commercial. God Bless ~ and wrote a 1,000 word note to tell hope. The most ironic thing about 

':cJ:._/ how they feel about it. More stupid this whole story is that without the America. 
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Democracy Distorted: Census Counts Motivate Prison Expansion 
by emma friedland 

In an uneven trade-off, 
the Census counts convicted 
felons (who are kept by law in 
48 states from voting} as con
stituents of the place where 
they are jailed, not the cities 
they come from. This quirk 
in districting procedure serves 
to augment the populations 
of rural areas in which most 
prisons are located, and drain 
political clout from the urban 
neighborhoods that the major
ity of the New York State prison 
population is drawn from. 

When the state leg
islature uses Census statistics 
to redraw district lines every 
ten years, and thus attributes a 
•phantom• population of urban 
prisoners to rural counties (like 
Dutchess or Ulster), the value 
of rural votes goes up and 
democracy gets the shitty end 
of the deal. 

The concept of one 
vote per person is ruined, as 
urban voters lose legislators 
while rural voters gain repre
sentation. The agenda pushed 
in Albany becomes slanted 
towards the priorities of those 
that reside in rural prison-host
ing counties, and away from the 

needs of urban dwellers. 
42 percent of New 

York State resides in New York 
City, yet city dwellersac count 
for 66% of the state's 
prison population. 
Almost every one 
(91%) of the state's 
prisoners are housed 
in upstate prisons, 
where they count for 
Census and politi
cal representation as 
residents of upstate 
districts. New York 
City loses some 
43,740 residents 
to the districts of 
upstate legislators 
( who are overwhelm
ingly Republican). 

By way 
of these counting 
procedures, rural 
prison-hosting com

a gigantic effect on Census 
Bureau statistics about the town 
or county. Just across the river 
from Bard, in the town of Cox-

and incorporated into other 
districts. 

Ironically, convicted 
constituents also count for the 

munitites import an Locations of state and federal pri!JOns across the US 
extra population on 
paper to deter the effects of 
an otherwise declining rural 
population. Likewise, urban 
districts that export prisoners 
end up losing population and 
representation. The advent of 
a prison in a rural area can have 

sackic, almost half of the town's 
7,000 citizens are incarcerated. 
Without the prisoners counted 
as part of their "population," 
seven upstate state senate dis
tricts arc lacking more than 
five percent of their required 
size, and ought to be dissolved 

mandate that allow "tough on 
crime" legislators to defend 
and renew the most draco-
nian policies toward crime. 
The leading proponents of the 
Rockefeller Drug Laws, which 
require long mandatory prison 
sentences and promote racially 

biased punishment, are upstate 
Senators Dale Volker (R) and 
Michael Nozzolio (R), heads 
of the Committees on Codes 

and Crime. The 
prisons in their two 
respective districts 
account for more 
than 17 percent of 
the state's prisoners. 

This discrep
ant democracy is not 
unique to New York 
State, however. The 
number of prison
ers originating from 
cities like Chicago, 
Los Angeles, Phili
dlephia, and Detroit 
is staggeringly dis
proportionate to the 
rest of those states. 
In fact, many states, 
like New York, have 
a huge geographic 
disparity between 
where convicted 

persons live and where they are 
jailed. Counting the Census 
along these uneven lines dis
torts our democracy. 
For more information, visit 
PrisonersoftheCensus. org or 
prisonpolicy. org. 

SMOG Growth fcontd . .fromfrrmtpageJ Eady Action CollegeAdmissions {amtd..frmnfamtpageJ 
the Student Association (the 
position formerly held by Matt 
Wing), President Botscin was 
informed of student discontent 
and took steps to see that the 
construction continued to move 
forward. , It 1 , • TraJdi 
reported being optimistic after 
his meeting with the President, 
he was reluctant to say that he 
had received a guarantee that 
the project would be compfcted:' 
Botstcin did tell Traldi that 
Gall informed him that the 
construction would begin in the 
next couple weeks. 

Additionally, Traldi 
was told that a new student space 
would be included in the college's 
next capital campaign along with 
a proposal for two more village 
dorms. A capital campaign 
refers to the President's proposal 
to the Board of Trustees of 
various potential spending 
plans, for which they then cast 
a vote. If this proposal were 
to be approved, it is possible 
that the school may begin 
fundraising for a new student 
space, although this is clearly 
a long-term project, unlike 
the SMOG expansion. 

In true administrative 
delays the 

SMOG circa /980 

construction have been 
attributed to the New. 
Robbins construction, and 
it is important to note that 
the school also undertook 
construction of a new Nursery 
School this summer. While 
the administration (requently 
complained of students' poor 
treatment of autonomous 
concert facilities like the Old 
Gym in the dialogue about 
student space, it is hard to 
dispute that the buildings 
provided for such purposes are 
already in poor shape. The 
SMOG is cleaned thoroughly 
several times each semester in 
addition to smaller cleanings 
after each event, but no 
amount of cleaning can remove 
the dust that permeates the 
building, never mind fixing 
broken windows or preventing 
flooding. There is no 
guarantee that a new student 
space wouldn't be treated 
poorly, but it is realistic to 
assume that students would 
have more respect for a 
building that was provided 
with appropriate facilities, 
especially if students had a 
hand in its constructi_on, as 
was prnpo i:d. 

binding early action that gives ·au applicants in one pool will 
students the time compare likely reduce the rush to begin 
financial aid packages. the college application process, 

"High school students which for many students 
from underrepresented begins early in Junior year, said 
e_opulations . . . are often not Marcus. 
in a positioo to be in a biDQing r I 
relationship \ rjrh rnl l'~ CL'l~fl)fl r,, OU[1 n a recen-Y 
without knowing their financial scholarship program that offers 
aid packages,".adds Foster. students with family incomes 

Ear 1 y,..._,1..-T~.,...,. 
application programs 
can be confusing, 
says Marcus, who 
describes the 
process as benefiting 
those who have no 
financial needs or 
access to good college 
counseling. 

"At Bard 
our selectivity has 
increased," says 
Marcus. "But we 
wouldn't quite have 
to [end early action 
programs] ... because 
I think decisions we 
make in the early 
application pool are 
the same as in the 
general pool," adding f 
that the process is 
only a problem if it r 
changes the process 
of selection in the 
general applicant 
pool. 

B a r d 
Direction 
Admissions 
Backlund 

of 
Mary 

also 
supports Harvard's 
decision and its 
impact on the 
admissions process. 
In an email said, 
"Harvard's move is 
symbolicallyahealthy ,.__.,_-.; 
one, I believe, as it is 
a nod to lessening 
the admission 
frenzy." Combining 

below $60,000 free tuition, as 
well as recruiting in schools 
across the counrty - a process 
that Bard also actively pursues. 

"Everyone wants to 
increase diversity: economic, 

,, cl 

to make that 

1ST 
I RCUS 
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Dispatch from UT; Bard Student Transfers to Texas, Messes 
by leah finnegan 

God. Texas is Hot. professor. I tell him I'll think ing to people. This is diffi
Scriously hot. Also: hilly! about it. I don't want to over- cult to do because there are 
Riding a bike is not easy in extend myself! so many people at Texas! All 
Texas. While riding a bike in Transfer orientation at different kinds of people, too. 
Texas, I often find myself roll- a large school is not as much People with brown hair, people 
ing backwards down steep hills, of a cattle call as I expect it to with black and blonde hair, 
falling down at traffic stops, be, even at Texas where they Americans, Asians, amputees, 
colliding with sharp shrubs, love cattle so much that their Bible-beaters, wife-beaters ... 

earnestness! I can't believe it. I 
drop the class. 

I am starting to see 
how my life will be here. My 
schedule of classes is unspecific 
yet direct: GOVERNMENT. 
PHYSICAL SCIENCE. 
AMERICAN CULTURE. 

it wants. I feel as if it leaves 

and losing my shoes because of mascot is cattle. The oricnta- diversity is alive and well! MATH. It is a strong, Puri
the unbelievable sweat factor. tion is actually kind of cheeky. The first day of tan schedule. It knows what 
So I have taken to navigating The two-hour power Point classes is amazing! In my 

me ample room to grow, to 
create! However, there is also 
digital cable in my little effi
ciency, which means nonstop 
Dharma and Greg. Which 
is what I will be doing until 
November, when tempera
tures return to the eighties. 
Stay tuned! 

the vast bureaucracy of The Presentation has a Beatles "crazy elective" class, "The 
University {of Texas) by foot. motif; our College of Lib- 1970s in America," Profcs-
After a few days of wandering eral Arts t-shirts look like sor Melton, a green wisp of 
around, I end up in the me- the album cover of Sergeant a man, asks us the age-old 
and-my-dachshund themed Pepper. I doze off during the inquiry: "why did you take 
office of my advisOr, as they White Album/Health Services this class?" Bettina, to my 
are called here, not advisErs, no portion of orientation and left, shoots her hand up. "To 
sir. It only takes twenty min- eavesdrop on other people's satisfy my writing rcquirc
utes for me to transfer colleges conversations, which consist of mcnt!" she squeals. Another 
within the university, change guys talking about Texas. Most hand shoots up. In fact, 
my major, and acquire two of the other trannies are males. practically everyone's hand 
minors (English and Gcogra- Jamie is from San Antonio, is up and waving. The room 
phy! Who knew?) that I do not Paul is from Lubbock, Chad becomes windy. Lorelei says, 
have to do any more work for. from Sugar Land, Tanto from "There's this show on T. V. 
AdvisOr also tells me of some Beaumont. I am totally exotic. called 'That 70s Show.' It's 
unique programs Texas offer·s, People don't understand why my favorite show! So that's 
like one for motivated students anyone from outside of Texas why I took this class." A 
where you can write a special would come to Texas. I don't dozen heads nod in agree
thesis your senior year under quite know how to justify ment. "Cool!" says Profcs
the guidance of a real-life UT my situation, so I stop talk- sor M. Such honesty! Such 

Teenae:e Mutant Ninja First-Years 
Ninja role-playing takes over south campus 
by josh sorell 

A brief flicker of black swiftly runs across 
the field. You look around; it is gone. A rustling 
comes from the bushes. Next thing you hear is 
an epic sounding "GAAAAAAAH" from some
one getting their rib cage sliced open with a 
shuriken. 

Ninjas - they're fast, 
sneaky, snappy dressers and 
tb.orouply enjoy kicking ass. 
For centuries they were the 
scourge of old Japan. They 
would zip around the for
tresses of Iga Province (that's 
in Japan for the geographi
cally challenged) unsheathe 
their katanas and unhinge any 
bothersome lords from the 
mortal coil. Ah, good times. 

These days, Ninjas are 
a celebrated as being •totally 
bad ass" and are a great staple 
of the entertainment industry. 
Websites such as rcalultimatc
powcr.com and askaninja.com 
have become famous for their 
display of incredible ninja 
prowess. On another note, the 
great debate of "who would 
win - ninjas or pirates?• still 
continues without any clear winner. 

Meanwhile, students at Bard College walk 
amongst the campus; reading their books and 
chomping on cheap Ramcn, unaware of the danger 
that lurks in the shadows. No, it isn't another 
edition of The Epicurus Reader and no, it's not 
President Botstcin; it's ninjas. Bard College docs 
have its share of pirates, ghosts, zombies, were-

wolves, "man-bear-pigs," robots and superheroes 
{watch out for Kiteman!) but ninjas are also a very 
important part of the Bard community. 

A couple of weeks ago, a very successful 
game of "Ninja Capture the Flag" was sponsored 
and operated by the Wayfindcr Experience club. 

The game was quite successful and despite misun
derstandings about the rules and "ninja etiquette," 
a good time was had by all. Various screams of 
"ARG," •YAAH," and "OW, MY KIDNEYS" 
could be heard from various victims all over South 
Campus. The number of people who participated 
was pretty high at the beginning of the game 
around 9:00 pm or so, but by the end of the night 

it had dwindled down to just over a dozen. This 
can be accounted for by the high kill count of the 
game. The Wayfindcr Experience plans to have 
more dramatic activities over the semester and is 
looking for more staff if anyone is interested {sec 
Patrick Paglen for info). 

However, the clubs have not been the 
only ones with an abundance of nln"as aco11nd. 
As of recent weeks, the Toasters have had a 
series of brief incidents involving ninja raids 
around the various dorms. After an episode 
involving two of the dorms which are har
boring ninjas {here's a hint: they rhyme with 
Billiams and Dconard) and one or two other 
buildings, a treaty was proposed by some of the 
ninjas from "Dconard." The treaty lists a series 
of rules of engagement for any future ninja 
assaults between the dormitories. A few of the 
regulations are: no kicking, biting, stabbing and 
general bodily harm (this includes shurikcns 
and poison darts), no destruction of property 
(by katana, death-chop or otherwise), owners of 
stolen property must be notified (pay the ransom 
or the Wilco CDs get it!) and several other gen
eral mandates to ensure that no ninja-on-ninja 
violence ensues, causing a massive battle that 
may spread to one of the other genres {the last 
thing we need is a ninja-pirate-zombie-robot
communist battle). 

For the moment, things seemed to have 
quieted down. Ninja sightings have declined in 
the last few days. The local Pirates or zombies 
have yet to comment on the ninjas. 

That's all from me for the moment, 
folks. Join me next time when I report on the 
War on Lice from deep inside Williams. Jaa 
Ne (See you later.) 
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