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Section 

Annandale-on-Hudson, NY 

Chinese Dissident 
and famous 
activist Wang Dan 
interviewed 
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Levine Steps Down, ,M1ichele 
Dominy Appointed as New Dean 
Stuart Levine will return as a professor after one year sabbatical 

VINCENT VALDMANIS 
and KERRY CHANCE 

After 21 years of service, Stuart 
Stritzler-Levine will step down at 
the semester's end from his position 
as Dean of the College and Vice 
President of Academic Affairs. 
Michele Dominy, Professor of 
Anthropology and member of 
Bard's faculty for 20 years, is to 
become dean on July I st. Robert 
Martin, who is presently the Dean 
of Graduate Studies and the 
Associate Dean of the College, will 
fill the Vice President of Academic 
Affairs position. Once the transi­
tions are complete, Levine plans to 
take a yearlong sabbatical and 
return to the college to teach psy­
chology and pursue his passion for 
photography. 

The official announcement 

about Le\ inc. originally scheduled 
for the last day of classes, was 
pushed up by two weeks when the 
Free Press began investigating the 
story. Of the 1-'rce Press' inquiries, 
Botstein said, "Your request [to 
make the announcement earlier] 
was very reasonable ... as there's a 
need to know in the community." 
He emphasized; however,' that the 
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-,~For Better or Worse, 
18i,g Pharm Gives Up 
AIDS related intellectual property case 
against dropped due to public pressure 
I GILLIAN MEANS I 

A great victory for 
HIV/ AIDS activists around the 
world was the recent decision by 
39 pharmaceutical companies to 
drop their lawsuit against South 
Africa for its 1997 Medicines 
Substances Control Amendment 
Act. The Medicines Act stated 
South Africa could begin the 
production or importation of 
cheap "copycat" HIV/AIDS 
drugs in a state of national emer­
gency. 

The drug C!JJDpanies dropped 
their lawsuit and agreed to pay 
the government's fees on April 
19, after a number of internation­
al organizations, including 
Medecins Sans Frontieres 
(Doctors Without Borders), sub­
jected the companies to enor­
mous public pressure. 

First-year Yale law student 
Amy K.apczynski helped form 
one of the most influential 
groups in causing the 39 compa­
nies to buckle. Kapczynski took 
classes at Bard and later studied 
under Professor Tom Keenan 
when he taught at Princeton. She 
then returned to Bard to work on 
the Human Rights Project with 
Keenan wften he started teaching 
here. 

Yale scientists created the 
d4T anti-HIV drug (marketed as 

Zerit in South Africa) and leased 
the patent to Bristol-Myers 
Squibb. Kapczynski won the 
support of Yale to push Bristol­
Myers Squibb to leave the law­
suit. This, coupled with the pres­
sure from activists and interna­
tional organizations, caused the 
entire group of pharmaceutical 
companies to drop the lawsuit. 

The Free Press had the oppor­
tunity to interview Kapczynski 
on her thoughts about the recent 
decision. Of her reasons for 
joining the fight against the drug 
companies, she said, "I became 
involved because I had seen the 
impact that AIDS medication 
was having in Western countries, 
and it seemed to me uncon­
scionable that people in other 
countries weren't getting access 
because they couldn't afford the 
outrageously inflated prices of 
these drugs." 

There is more than one side 
to the issue of distributing anti­
HIV / AIDS medications, though. 
There are two primary argu­
ments that continue to come up 
in the literature on the subject. 

The first is that the reason 
pharmaceutical companies 
develop drugs, any drugs, is to 
make a profit, which is protected 
by intellectual property and 
copyright laws. These are the 

see AIDS on page 6 ... 

initial announcement date was 
arranged at Levine's request. 
"[Levine] wanted it to be as dis­
crete, as late, and as quiet as possi­
ble ... but [the Free Press] made a 
very good case in that people start 
to leave at the end of the year." 

Noting the difficulty of com­
menting on Levine's immense con­
tributions to Bard, 
Botstein said, "His commitment to 
this institution and to the entire 
Bard C()mmunity has been unyield­
ing and always informed by a keen 
mind and a deep humanity." 

"There's too much to remem­
ber... Stuart will be an important 
figure in the life of the college in 
the years to come," Botstein told 
the Free Press. 

Of his tenure as dean, Levine 
said, "I feel tremendously honored 

see Levine on page 6 ... 
Always ready to lend a hand, Dean Levine hetps out at a barbeque 
behind Kline in 1986. For more photo's, see page 16. 

Human rights panel discusses contemporary issues in China and their 
roots in the student movement of 1989. 
I HILLARY PATTERSON I have time to read, so they had to cut 
• down the volume. He told the Bard 

Bard has significant links with 
the movement for democracy and 
human rights in China. The chil­
dren of several imprisoned Chinese 
activists have studied at Bard, and 
in 1998 the college hosted a secret 
conference of exiled dissidents. 
Therefore, 'Human rights and poli­
tics after The Tiananmen Papers', 
an event held at Bard on May 8th, 
attracted three very influential fig­
ures: Andrew Nathan. Bob 
Bernstein and Xiao Qiang. 

Professor Andrew Nathan of 
Columbia University is the author 
of many books on China, and com­
piled The Tiananmen Papers. This 
work, which he describes as "the 
biggest leak of state secrets in the 
history of communist China," con­
tains official records of top-level 
discussions relating to the 
Tiananmen Square protests of 
1989. In the late 1990s a highly 
placed Communist party member 
offered the documents to Nathan 
because, he said, he was frustrated 
at the lack of political reform in 
China's one party state. 

Nathan told the source leaking 
the documents there was more 
material than any reader would 

audience, "we had all already seen 
the students on television, so we 
didn't have much on them. We con­
centrated on the minutes of meet­
ings, and we focused on Beijing, 
not the 347 other cities where there 
were protests. I authenticated the 
materials by cross-checking facts." 

Nathan warned of great obsta­
cles to reform in China, one of the 
main ones being that people in 
power don't want their careers jeop­
ardized by supporting the democra­
cy movement. He said this dilemma 
is one that reformers in autocratic 
regimes always have, but added, "if 
we do nothing, nothing will 
change." He said that backing the 
human rights movement, pointing 
out religious persecution and the 
use of psychiatric hospitals to 
house political prisoners, "is a day 
by day grind, but it leads to small 
progress in the long run." 

Also present was Bob 
Bernstein, the founding Chairman 
of Human Rights Watch and a for­
mer Chairman and CEO of the pub­
lishing firm Random House. A vet­
eran campaigner, Bernstein was ini­
tially interested in human rights in 
the Soviet Union, and after its col-

lapse turned his attention to post­
Tiananmen China. He said, "you 
don't know where pressure will lead 
- when they pushed out the Shah in 
Iran, they had no idea what it would 
lead to. But you have to believe in 
it. It's a gross oversimplification, 
but sunlight is the best disinfec­
tant." 

Bernstein claimed that mobi­
lization of the huge and long-suffer­
ing Chinese labor force is "the next 
step". He also made the dubious 
claim that the entire foreign press 
corps is in Beijing, and it is hard for 
them to get out because they are 
very heavi~ regulated. 

The third panel member was 
Xiao Qiang, Executive Director of 
the Human Rights in China. Seeing 
the fate of his colleagues being per­
secuted overseas, he gave up his 
academic career to fight for human 
rights. He commented, "the on­
campus de~ocracy movement 
doesn't exist today in China. 
Students are looking for business 
opportunities, and the chance to 
study abroad. It's pretty much a deal 
by the Chinese government after 
Tiananmen Square in 1989 - they 
said, 'we'll give you the space to 
make money, but you have to leave 
us the power.'" 
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Room Draw Rears its Ugly Head (.agai1n) 
The fate of over four hundred first year students, left without housing for next year, remains to be seen. 

CONNOR GAUDET 

Room draw was on Monday. For 
many, it was the day the earth stood 
still. For others, it was a day of jubi­
lation and rejoicing. There were a 
few changes made to the way room 
draw was handled this year, both of 
which had to do with squatting. The 
ftrlit was that you did not have to go 
to the room draw to squat your 
room anymore. The squatting 
process was taken care of last 
Tuesday through Friday. Secondly, 
now an upperclassman in a double 
that will remain an upperclassman 
double next year can squat and 
change roommates. 
In years past, 20-30% of the student 
body squatted their rooms. That 
means 20-30% fewer students at 
room draw. "We're trying to make it 
more polished, less chaotic than in 
years passed," said Residence 
Director Eva Bodula. 
Some students have been complain­
ing about dorms being made less 
available to upperclassmen to make 
room for first year students. The 
aim is to make a more central fresh­
man comnnmity. The first years are 
being placed in two groups, Cruger 
Village (New Cruger, the Keens, 
and Oberhou.er) and dorms around 
the Campus Center (Tewksbury, the 
Toasters, the STDs, and the New 
Toasters). This is intended to make 
a safer environment for first year 
students. Only doubles in the desig­
nated first year donns were 
reserved. Tewksbury singles were 
also set aside for transfer students 
and midyear or late arrivals. 
For these concessions being made 
by upperclassmen, they were given 

exclusive rights to South Hall, 
Sands, Stone Row, Manor House, 
Manor Annex, Robbins and the 
new Village "Green" Dorms cur­
rently under construction. As 
Monday showed, Manor and 
Rob}?ins have grown slightly less 
popular with the availability of the 
air-conditioned, Ethernet-installed 
"Green" Dorms. 
The Village Dorms are being built 
in two phases. Phase one will be 
complete for the Fall 2001 semes­
ter. It includes five dorms. Two are 
a mix of doubles and singles, and 
the other three contain four suites 
each. Phase two will be completed 
in the spring and have one larger 
dorm and three of the smaller four­
suite dorms. 
Although an extraordinary number 
of present first year students were 
waitlisted on Monday, it is still like­
ly they will receive housing. For 
the past two years, the waitlist for 
housing has had I 00% placement 
on campus. 
Being taken offiine next year is 
Albee to make room for an expand­
ing science department. New labs, 
classes, and faculty space will 
replace the dorm rooms. Annandale 
House is next on the list and could 
possibly be taken offiine as well, 
and it was not available for room 
draw, so the probability is high. 
The space would be used for 
offices. The trailers that are strewn 
atound the ravine will be returned 
to the leasing agency next year. 
The reactions from students at the 
room draw ranged from jubilation 
to mourning. Everyone has a group 
of friends that somehow got in 
good with the upperclassmen to get 

Hey, take it easy ladies, everyone's going to get a room, so calm down and take a deep breath. 

a suite. First years and many sopho- Gabrielle Kammerer best summed as well; sophomores because of the 
mores were for the most part at a ue everyone's feelings about room chaos of moderation and seniors 
serious disadvantage, though. draw in one simple statement: because of the chaos with senior 
"This shit is screwed up," Colin "Why I oughtta ... " projects. 
Garstka remarlced. Despite the wealth of complaints, That is more of a long-term goal, 
Adam Howard was a bit perturbed however, it seems that room draw is however, than a near-future predic­
as well when he stated, "This is the becoming a more refined process, tion. 
most disorganized thing I've ever with fewer horrible-worse-than- Unfortunately, there is no way to 
been to in my life." death consequences and perhaps please everyone. With 400 plus 
Several people over the course of more dorms with air-conditioning people on the waiting list, we can­
the evening commented that the and Ethernet. One of Eva's final not be sure how many people actu­
entire situation was very "Bard". comments was, "We want people to ally can be pleased. It seems to be 
First year Brian Greene had no be happy where they live. It's a a pickle for not only students but 
doubt as to the impossibility of his huge part of your life here." for Residence Life as well. So 
getting a room and did not want to The future of room draw is contin- before grabbing your pitchforks 
stick around. He said, "I went and uing to look up. Right now housing and torches, hammers and stakes, 
talked to Freddy [Barnes] and swd, is onl..)'_ guaranteed to first year stu.:: Ir) to tr.membstmrt - are peo­
'I know I'm gonna be waitlisted, so dents. Residence Life would Like to pie too, with just as much work. 
I gotta stick around anyway?' He be able to find a way to guarantee 
says, 'Yup.' Fuck." housing to sophomores and seniors 

Town Meeting Urges 1D1ialogue Student Government 
2001-2002 Roster "If you feel offended, you are offended". 

I CONNOR GAUDET I 
Last Thursday morning every 

student received a notice that there 
would be a student-organized Town 
Meeting that night to address "a 
recent breech in community stan­
dards of respect for difference." 
Needless to say, in a population as 
politically correct as Bard, interest 
was sparked. 

At 7:30 p.m. Kline was fairly 
full with concerned and interested 
students. Student moderator Sarah 
Shapiro quickly discussed that the 
event that had spurred the meeting 
was a joking but hurtful email 
between friends. She read a state­
ment from the parties involved, 
which stated they wished to handle 
the affair privately. That was the 
extent of details. 

The specific aim of the meeting 
was to open a dialogue to the entire 
conummity about these kinds of 
occurrences. From the first audi­
ence comment, the night was 
directed toward two goals: deciding 
how to best express objections to 
stated or printed messages and 
actually talking about some of 
those offensive messages. 

Most of the discussion focused 
on the first point. After opening the 
meeting, Sarah passed around 
posters from a few years back that 
twisted "Sexual Violence 

Awareness Month" into "Sexual 
Depravity Awareness Month" as an 
example of a potentially humorous 
joke being largely offensive. 

The issue o( free speech fol­
lowed. One student was concerned 
that by discussing what members of 
the community found offensive a 
line would be drawn as to what can 
be said, posted, or printed at Bard. 
It soon became clear, however, that 
the objective of those who orga­
nized the Town Meeting was not to 
determine how to limit the speech 
of anyone, but how to allow and 
encourage others to express feel­
ings they may have about what 
occurs at our school. 

One student ~id, "The issue of 
freedom of speech is important. It is 
our right to speak out but also to try 
not to hurt other people." 

This sentiment was reiterated 
throughout the night. Two students 
made the particular point that not 
all offensive speech at Bard is 
meant jokingly-some is actually 
malicious: The community has a 
right to hold those people account­
able for the damage they do, they 
argued. 

It was stressed that although 
Bard is home to a wide range of 
people all united as what one stu­
dent called "misfits," wt are not a 
utopia. There are issues that need 
to be dealt with on a commllllity 
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level and that of offensive speech is 
one of those. 

At the end of the night, the only 
conclusion seemed to be that 
offended students should speak out­
it is their community too and they 
have as much a right to be comfort­
able in it as others. When students 
come forward with such concerns, 
they should not be told they are 
overreacting or taking something 
too seriously. "If you feel hurt, you 
are hurt; if you feel offended, you 
are offended," said one student. 
Also, as in the case of the "Sexual 
Depravity Awareness Month" 
posters, those who set out to offend 
should think about exactly what it 
is they are doing and for what rea­
sons. 

Of course, it was said, there are 
no simple solutions and Bard will 
never be a place where no one is 
offended by anything. 
Very few cases of students being 
offended were brought up at the 
meeting, and the one for which it 
was called was barely discussed at 
all. Although it is a private matter, 
the two involved students felt the 
entire community could learn from 
the experience. It was at their 
request it was held; none of the 
Deans or other college administra­
tors were involved in organizing 
the event. 

Central Committee 
Secretary: Hassan Farug 
Treasurer: Dumaine Williams 
Chair SJB: Mehnaz Rabbini 
Chair SLC: Pia Carusone 
Chair EPC: Kathryn Ross 
Chair Planning Committee: 
Bianca D'Allesandro 

Student Judiciary Board 
Chair: Mehnaz Rabbini 
Jordon Berkowitz 
Juliet Morrison 
Monica Elkinton 
Nikhil John 
Reneta Rutman (alternate) 
Kris Jacobs (alternate) 

Student Life Committee 
Chau-: Pia Carusone 
Caroline Muglia 
Rebeccah Johnson 
Reazur Rahman 
Kris Jacobs 
Dumaine Williams 
Eben Kaplan (alternate) 

Planning Committee 
Chair: Bianca D'Allesandro 
Tamara Plummer 
Robert Lee 
lmran Ahmed 
Sarah Schapiro 
Elizabeth Anderson (alternate) 

Educational Policies 
Committee 
Chair: Kathryn Ross 
Social Studies: Jessica Neptune, 
Mehnaz Rabbini 
Science: Juliet Morrison, 
Alexandria Papadaki 
Literture: Lydia Willoughby, 
Molly Meikle 
Arts: TBA 

Poughkeepsie Institute 
Pia Carusone 

Board of Governors 
Wendy Cuesto 
Sarah Shapiro 

Board of Trustees 
Tamara Plummer 
Cinta Conti-Cook 

EMS Council 
Nikhil John 
Bianca D'Allesandro 
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There's a new Sheriff in 1Kline: Ma.n.ager Jim E'igo Spe,aks 
JONAH WEINER 

Free Press: Coming into Kline as 
its new manager what situation 
did you see younelf stepping 
into? What did you see that 
needed change? What are your 
ideas for Kline? 
Jim Eigo: Essentially I see my job 
as just trying to accommodate the 
requests and criticisms that the 
client has, and I see my client as 
being the 900 students on the board 
plan here. 
FP: When you got here, were 
there things you saw as wrong or 
that you wanted to take in anoth­
er direction? 

that's the goal, to make the client 
happy. I like to be a presence not 
just on the chat board but in the 
servery too, so that students see me, 
so they can grab me and say "hey, 
blah blah blah." 
FP: There seems to be, in both 1 

word of mouth and a lot of things 
expressed on the message boaQI, 
a lot of resistance to the new man­
agement, to you coming in here 
and changes that that's brought 
with it. Where do you think this 
resistance is coming from, and 
what do you think it's responding 
to? 

dents can be self-regulating, that 
pretty much works out. And 
when there's a restriction put on 
that freedom, there's usually 
some sort of student backlash, 
which I think bas happened a bit 
in Kline, in respect to your new 
management, in terms of eating 
outside and having your card, or 
Carter writing that letter about 
giving bis friend a sandwich. 

JE: I wanted to see participation 
nwnbers go up, and those are the 
way we collate our information on 
how many students are actually 
coming and eating. We have our 
nwnbers from the kitchen that show 
how much food was eaten, approx­
imately how many students came 
through. What's great about this 
campus is that there are just under 
900 students so it's really easy for 
me when a kid walks up to me and 
says "Hey why don't we have 
applesauce?" and boom, it's done, 
easy. Yesterday a student asked if 
we could have iced coffee. I had it 
out there five hours later. So for me 
that's the fun part of my job, that's 
what I like doing. If I can put a 
smile on just one person's face, 

JE: Honestly, I don't feel like there's 
been-I mean, I've gotten some real­
ly great feedback from some kids. 
There are those little things I can 
accommodate to make it, as cliche 

Jim Eigo takes a bite out of the Vegan Fried Wheatberry Burrito, and 
can't contain his ... excitement. 

JE: That type of stuff has never 
been allowed; maybe no one's ever 
done anything about it, but it's 
never been allowed. Kline has 
always been a place for students on 
the board plan. And, when it comes 
down to it, I've never stopped any­
one from eating outside. Most stu­
dents I've had pretty good conver­
sations with. I think, partly, any 
time there's a new guy on campus 
there's going to be a buzz. 

as it sounds, a little more like home 
here. The resistance-I don't feel 
like I've gotten resistance, I've actu­
ally had a few dialogues; there were 
a couple of environmentally con­
scious students who raised the issue 
of a lack of china or silver or glass­
ware, but it was only through us 
talking about this issue that we got 
on the way to progress. 
FP: What's the story with the 
back door, with cracking down 
on students without IDs? 
JE: There's often a gap between the 
amount of food being conswned 
and the amount of swipes picked up 
on the machine. Next year we're 

going to have a new machine up 
front, as well as a checker at the 
back door. That'll make it quicker 
for everyone to get into the build­
ing. Students not on the meal plan 
can't eat here; I'll bend over back­
wards for the 900 students that are 
my client but if people aren't on the 
meal plan ... 
FP: There's also kind of a gener­
al dissatisfaction about the com­
pulsory meal plan: if you live on 
campus you're forced to be on the 
meal plan, and that creates a cer­
tain amount of resentment. What 
do you think about that? 
JE: Frankly that's, you know, that's 

What is Project Clean Plate? 
f• uliCSlffWt!LIN f World" campaip. Clean Plate is 

not part of that program or any 
promotional campaign, declared 
Kline manager Jim Eigo. 

The glossy posters have been in 
Kline for a month. Heralding a 
program called Project Clean 
Plate, they encourage Bardians to 
"Bring back clean plates and help 
your campus dinning service con­
tribute to local food banks and 
charities!" The goal is a reduction 
in food waste that translates into 
donated surplus for local aid orga­
nizations. An honorable endeavor, 
yet some have wondered: is this a 
goodwill effort or Chartwells' pro­
paganda operation to save money? 
"At Chartwells, completing the 
circle is a way of life, and it's an 
integQll part of our vision for the 
future," croons the company's 
website about its "Nurture Our 

"The size of our [parent] corpo­
ration means we have some 
responsibility to do our part. We 
do things like this to try to promote 
the idea that we're part of the com­
mwtity," he asserted. 

In March, before Clean Plate 
began, Bard students dumped ten 
44-gallon tubs of fresh food per 
day (the containers by law are 
never allowed to be more than 
two-thirds full). A month after 
Clean Plate's inception in April, 
Eigo reported a 20 percent decline 
in food waste. The response was 
"not as high as it could've been. 
But it takes some time to incite 

habit change," he noted. 
Why 1. • it that so much food is 

returned to the kitchen? Eigo feels 
it has to do with people in a hurry, 
not necessarily that they don't like 
the food. "It depends on how 
much time you have. If you're in a 
rush, you may not finish your 
meal." 

Because Clean Plate has only 
recently started, donations have 
not yet been made. Eigo estimates 
around $300 of food will be given 
to the Northern Dutchess 
Community Action Center in Red 
Hook per month. More important­
ly, Eigo says, Clean Plate has 
helped raise awareness of food 
waste. He wants to promote the 
idea of "Take what you want, but 
eat what you take." 

The Corporate History of Chartwells 
Chartwells-USA is a division 

of UK-based Compass Group, the 
world's largest foodservice compa­
ny. Compass Group claims its 
annual revenues exceed $ I 2 bil­
lion, and it employs 265,000 peo­
ple in more than 80 countries. The 
behemoth is about to expand fur­
ther with a planned merger with 
Granada, a media and food service 
group. 
Chartwells-USA says it "combines 
the variety and affordability of a 
food court with the high quality 
service, health, and nutrition of a 
five-star restaurant" to blessed 
lucky souls at more than 220 col­
leges and universities in the U.S. 
The company operates self­
described "gathering places" that it 
somewhat ironically refers to as 

"Electives." 
Unforgettable social interac­

tion is only the beginning at 
Electives. "Here Chartwells has 
taken the food court concept to 
new heights," the company 
exclaims. "The Electives staff pre­
pares daily features with an exhi­
bition-style . flair. We call it 
'Menutainment,' and it enhances 
the dining'experience by enabling 
customers to observe food prepa­
ration techniques, product demon­
strations, and culinary showman­
ship." 

In addition to Chartwells, 
Compass Group owns Bateman 
(health care services), Canteen 
Corporation (prisons services and 
vending), Eurest ( workplacl food 
service contracts), Flik 

International (private dining), 
Letheby & Christopher (sporting 
and leisure events), Medirest 
(health care services), Restaurant 
Associates (sporting and leisure 
events), Roux Fine Dining (execu­
tive hospitality), and Scolarest 
(education food services). 

Compass Group also owns 
4,500 restaurants like Upper Crust, 
Ritazza, Not Just Donuts, and 
StopGap, and operates thousands 
of licensed franchises of Burger 
King, Pizza Hut, Sbarro, TGI 
Friday, Harry Ramsdends, and 
Taco Bell. It also runs the corpo­
rate food services of Microsoft, 
British Airways, and MCI 
WorldCom and will cater the 2002 
Winter Olympics. 

not our-we're just a food service, 
that's not our decision. 
FP: Isn't there some contract that 
Cbartwells bas with Bard that 
says x amount of students will be 
guaranteed, on the meal plan, 
paying such and such, to make it 
profitable for Cbartwells? 
JE: I think that's more on Bard's 
side, wanting every student on cam­
pus to be able to eat on campus. I'm 
really not sure about that contract, I 
haven't read that contract. I think 
there's a push where next year 
there'll be more Bard bucks, which 
will create some flexibility. 
FP: Can you talk about the con­
troversial space that the message 
board has become? There have 
been a lot of back and forths up 
there between you and students, 
and if someone writes "the new 
manager is so and ao" -
J£: The newest ·one says that T 
"have gingivi-

FP: When someone writes, like 
they did on the message board, 
"hey lighten up, this is Bard," 
what do you say to that? 
JE: I shrug it off, I shrug it off. I 
mean I'm here for one reason, and 
that's to provide the highest level of 
service ,!Ind food to my client. I try 
to be as accessible as possible, but 
you know if kids want to write 
things up there, a lot of time it's just 
hwnorous graffiti, gripes about the 
state of the world. There's valid 
things and then there's just other 
stuff. 

Also, in terms of student feed­
back, Chefs here bend over back­
wards to make interesting vegetari­
an dishes, they buy vegetarian 
cookbooks and take them home 
with them to look at. I'm lookin_s 
info new vegan desserts. I cc!T'blinfy 

tis." Students not on the 
didn't have a 
chatboard 
when I was a 
student at New 
Paltz. 

FP: Right, 
there's anoth­
er one that 
says "the new 
manager is a 
butthead" or 
something and 
then there's a 
comment 
responding to 
it; that says 
"and you are 
an asswipe." 
And that's an 

meal plan can't eat 
here; I'll bend over 
backwards for the 900 
students that are my 
client but if people 
aren't on the meal 

FP: When 
you first got 
here did you 
think you bad 
your work cut 
out for you? 
Did you think 
you were 
walking into a 

plan ... 
extreme case but in general 
there's a concern about the 
respect your responses entail for 
student concerns, however they 
may be phrased. 
JE: I most definitely did not write 
that one, that's not me. There's no 
need for me to respond to things 
that nasty, the only things I take the 
time to take issue with are when 
someone has a genuine request. 
Like the typed one, the most recent 
one, regarding a student who want­
ed to bring a sandwich out to a 
friend of his not on the meal plan. 
FP: If someone writes "where the 
fuck are the Frosted Flakes?" do 
you see that as credible? 
JE: Regardless of how it's worded, 
how it's phrased, that's neither here 
nor there for me. If they want 
Frosted Flakes, they can get Frosted 
Flakes. 
FP: A question you said you bad 
for me before we started this 
interview had to do with the spe­
cific cultural condition at Bard, 
this general spirit of freedom and 
permissiveness, a trust that stu-

mess, some­
thing that was 

going to take a lot of work? Did 
Cbartwells bring you in to "clean 
this place up," like a new sheriff 
in town? 
JE: Unfortunately, no, I'm not that 
exciting, I just responded to an 
ad... But, yeah, I thought I was 
stepping into a basically good situ­
ation, so far I'm really digging the 
experience. In general I think stu­
dents were looking for someone to 
listen to their requests, there was a 
lack of an avenue for suggestions. 
But look, it's a little bit harder to be 
admitted to Bard than it is to get 
into SUNY-New Paltz, and the fact 
of the matter is that we have a little 
bit higher caliber of an intellect for 
me to interact with, and that makes 
it a lot more enjoyable, you know 
what I mean? I'm not weeding 
through a mess of sorority and fra­
ternity symbols. Here it's all about 
communication. 
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A FLOC of Seagulls, flying high for human rights 
Fair Labor Organizing Committee tackles Bard's sweatshop dependency. 

LELA CHAPMAN I 
When you buy a Bard College t­

shirt at the bookstore, do you know 
where and by whom it was made? 
By a ten-year-old in Indonesia? By 
a woman working forced overtime 
in Mexico? Or even at an 
American sweatshop? 

Yeah, okay, guilt, guilt. The 
truth is, our everyday existence 
involves purchasing and using 
goods and services from companies 
whose labor standards are usually 
unknown to us. Companies on the 
defensive often howl "Trade 
secrets!" when confronted with dis­
closing the exact sources of their 
goods. Expecting industries to reg­
ulate themselves is, frankly, laugh­
able. So what's a socially conscious 
liberal arts institution to do? 

Enter the Bard College Code of 
Conduct, a vital but largely invisi­
ble component of Bard's business 
policy. Adopted in 1999, the Code 
requires Bard subcontractors to 
"provide us with reasonable assur­
ance that the goods and services 
that they purchase are not tainted 
by sources that take unfair advan­
tage of workers," as a condition of 
continued business. For the pur­
pose of the Code, subcontractors 
are considered to be those with 
ongoing contractual relationships 
with Bard, rather than companies 
hired for single projects. The Code 
of Conduct requires that subcon­
tractors, as well as their contractors, 
subcontractors, suppliers, and so on 
down the line, maintain basic 

employment standards. These stan­
dards include requirements of a liv­
ing wage, reasonable working 
hours and quota expectations, 
health and safety standards, free­
dom of worker association, and pre­
vention of discrim-
ination, harass­
ment, and 
forced and child 
labor. In addi­
tion, the Code 
includes a gen­
eral clause call­
ing for environ­
mental stan­
dards. 

Students at Bard had a relatively 
easy time of it, compared with stu­
dents at schools with big athletic 
apparel deals who stood to lose a lot 
of money if such a code were 
passed. Student Michael 

Chameides 

How does all 
this work? 
Subcontractors 
must disclose to 
the college full 
contact informa­
tion for their 
suppliers and 
manufacturers. 
They must 
inform workers 
of the Code's 
standards. Bard 
also has the 
right to send 
organizations to 
monitor working 

'' 

recalled some 
initial "stalling 
and paper-push­
ing" on the part 
of the adminis­
tration, and a 
few legal wor­
ries. Contrast 
this with admin­
i strati v e 
response at the 
University of 
Wisconsin, 
which pepper 
sprayed demon­
strating stu­
dents, or at 
SUNY-Albany, 
where 58 were 
arrested for 
holding a sit-in. 
For the most 
part, as Vice 
President for 
Administration 
Jim Brudvig 

The FLOC still has far 
to go in ensuring that 
Bard's business 
dealings truly do not 
support labor 
exploitation. 

'' 
conditions if deemed necessary. If 
a subcontractor does not follow the 
Code of Conduct, Bard can termi­
nate the business relationship. 

The Code got started in 1999, 
during a time when student organiz­
ing of such codes was a hot issue. 

said, the college 
has "always been cooperative, fair­
ly open." Bard has the special dis­
tinction of being the first college, as 
far as we know, to extend its Code 
requirements beyond apparel and 
apply them to all subcontractors. 

The Fair Labor Organizing 

Committee (FLOC), a team of paid 
students and administrators, is 
resportsible for Code enforcement. 
This year, all three major Bard sub­
contractors, Chartwells, 
Servicemaster, and Barnes & 
Noble, signed the Code, and the 
rLOC has been in the process of 
obtaining disclosure information 
from them. The process is slow, 
and while a framework for monitor­
ing apparel manufacturing exists 
through the Workers' Rights 
Consortium (WRC), the college 
will be blazing a trail in trying to 
monitor working conditions at 
farms where Kline food is grown, 
etc. 

The FLOC still has far to go in 
ensuring that Bard's business deal­
ings truly do not support labor 
exploitation. Future FLOC projects 
might include fair trade coffee and 

teaming up with the Migrant Labor 
Project. As Lori DiCiutiis, an 
administrative member of the com­
mittee, pointed out, the FLOC's 
work is part of a larger effort by the 
college to address numerous con­
cerns of social and environmental 
responsibility, including recycling 
and composting, sustainable build­
ing, and energy efficiency. These 
efforts are critical in the push to 
"create an environment at the col­
lege that practices what it preach­
es." 
The FLOC welcomes input and 
ideas from anyone interested. 
Come drink fair trade coffee at our 
teach-in on Wednesday, May 9 at 
8:30 p.m. in Olin 203, or contact 
Maggie Von Vogt, Shan/car 
Gopa/akrishnan, Michael 
Chameides, or Lela Chapman. 

Leslie Gabriel: Red Hook Town Board Candidate intewiewed 

MICHAEL CHAMEIDES 

Leslie Gabriel, a registered 
Democrat, is enthusiastically run­
ning for a seat on the Red Hook 
Town Board. His platform includes 
standing.firmly for responsible and 
conscious development, protecting 
family farms, opening up local gov­
ernment, and "getting more bang 
for the taxpayer'!$ buck." 

Gabriel has been actively court­
ing the Bard College vote. He 
believes that given the new voting 
rights for the Bard community. stu­
dents can make a leveraged impoct 
upon the transformation of Red 
Hook town government. He recent­
ly sat down for an interview with 
Bard student Michael Chameides, 
to talk about some of the issues fac­
ing the local communily and share 
his vision/or the future. 

Michael Chameides: Leslie, you 
prioritize community coopera­
tion in your platform. If you are 
elected, bow will resolve conflicts 
inside the community? 
Leslie Gabriel: I will create a for­
mat with professional facilitation. 
For example, for a development 
project in this area, we should bring 
in a facilitator and all the stakehold­
ers. We should work with the com­
munity, not just real estate develop­
ers. Red Hook should have referen­
dums to decide majbr conflicts. 
MC: What is your stand on the 

1 ,treepress. 

proposed building of the 
Hannaford Shopping Center 
often referred to as the "Big 
Box"? 
LG: The planning board failed to 
negotiate a downsizing of the store. 
Red Hook does not want to be a 
regional shopping hub. The 
Hannaford store is too big for a 
community store. The board 
should have 

portions of the Hudson River. We 
need to clean up the Hudson River. 
At least start something. We could 
test dredge and see how it goes. We 
need to hold GE's feet to the fire for 
stalling and spending three million 
a week on creating an illusory con­
flict. 
We should also look at sprawl vs. 
cluster development. We need to 

a s k e d 
Hannaford, 
"What are you 
going to give 
us?" The site is 
at St. 
M~aret's, just 
next to Holy 
Cow. This 
could make a 

People should be allowed 
to unionize. We could 

preserve open 
space. We need 
to clean up toxic 
waste sites, like 
PRX. [For more 
information on 
local environ­
mental prob­
lems, go to 
www.score­
card.org.J 

have a town forum on 
migrant labor. People 
should have one visa, and 
that's for the planet. 

great communi-
ty center and pedestrian area. But, 
Hannaford was not willing to nego­
tiate. Maybe they're not the kind of 
company we want to recruit. This 
was a missed opportunity for col­
laborative planning. [Anyone who 
is interested in collaborative plan­
ning should take a look at www.lan­
duse.org for more information. J 
MC: How do you stand on envi­
ronmental issues? 
LG: There's so much involved in 
nature that we don't even know, its 
healing properties, it allows people 
to eat. People don't treat it with 
respect. 
We should have restrictive zoning 
into areas that are treasures, like 
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MC: If you are 
elected what are you going to do 
for worken, specifically migrant 
laboren? 
LG: People should be allowed to 
unionize. We could have a town 
forum on migrant labor. People 
should have one visa, and that's for 
the planet. 
MC: At Bard, there is a common 
anti-corporate sentiment. How 
do you stand on the issue? 
LG: "Anti-corporate" is missing the 
boat. We must judge corporations 
on their corporate responsibility. 
Some are helping to exterminate 
the planet we live on. But some are 
doing the right thing, Ben & Jerry's, 
for example. 

MC: I want bike lanes, how can 
we make that happen? 
LG: There is the Greenway 
Compact, which gives grant money 
to create bike paths and walking 
paths. Tivoli is working on one 
now. People should go to town 
meetings to find out more. It's a 
great way to be in communication. 
MC: Ralph Nader was criticized 
because people argued be could 
never implement his platform. If 
elected, how are you going to get 
results? 
LG: The job of the government 
should not be seen as the provider 
of services, but facilitator. I will 
bring a new sense of partnership 
between the town and municipali­
ties. People should choose what's 
right, rather than what's profitable. 
Once people realize the power of 
the dollar, they could change the 
world. 

People need to be more connect­
ed. We should find ways for people 
to be part of a larger vision rather 
than individual points of view. 
Once you envision a dream, people 
fall into line. Everyone wants a 
community that works. Take the 
wonderful things of the baby 
boomer's era: dream of a better 
world and create the world we 
want. It's great to dream but if we 
don't organize and create structures, 
we'll be left with thwarted inten­
tions and finger pointing 
MC: How are we going to make 
choosing "what's right" prof-

itable in Red Hook? 
LG: For example, we could find 
grants and money for farmers to 
convert to organic production. We 
should find training. Make housing 
more energy efficient; grants are 
available. There are lots of ways, 
offer subsidies for company's who 
put land in the public domain. 
MC: What's your track record? 
LG: I started a business from the 
ground up. It's been successful for 
IO years now. I founded The Center 
for Community Renaissance 
(CCR), a community solution think 
tank, based in Tivoli, NY The CCR 
has held 2 successful major confer­
ences in the area. On November 11, 
2000, we held the Northern 
Dutchess Smart Growth 
Conference. On May 5th, 200 I, we 
held a conference on sustainable 
agriculture in the Hudson Valley. 
I also sit on the Board of Directors 
of the Hudson Valley Sustainable 
Communities Network. an organi­
zation to bring sustainability issues 
to the forefront in the Hudson 
Valley. 

Anybody interested in enthusiastic 
volunteering opportunilies,jwt call 
(845) 757-3448 or e-mail to lasz­
lo@webjogger.com 
This article should not be viewed as 
an endorsement for Gabriel's cam­
paign. 
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Famous Tiennamen Dissident Speaks 'to Free Press 
KERRY BROGAN 

Amidst the intellectual fervor 
that brought about the heightening 
of Chinas democracy movement in 
1989, Wang Dan, then a twenty­
year old freshman at Beijing 
University, emerged as one of the 
principal leaders of the student 
protest. The protest, turned hunger 
strike, was organized by students of 
Beijing Universities and other bur­
geoning intellectuals as an attempt 
to break through a stalemate in 
negotiations with conservative 
leaders of the Chinese Communist 
Party. The students called for pro­
gression of the democratic move­
ment in China, namely. for freedom 
of speech, freedom of the press and 
of assembly, and/or a hampering of 
political corruption. 

After the craelcdown in the 
streets around Tiananmen Square, 
several participants, including 
Wang Dan, were sent to prison or 
sentenced to political exile. After 
serving a total of nearly six years in 
prison, Wang was released to the 
United States on medical porole 
shortly before Clinton's visit to 
China in 1998. He now studies 
modern Chinese history as a grad­
uate student at Harvard University 
where he continues to write and to 
actively fulfill his "duty" of leading 
China down a progressive road to 
democracy. 

In reevaluating 1989, Wang 
Dan sees that the Tiananmen 
Square phenomenon, like all things, 
holds its place in 1,istory's chain of 
events. He therefore asks us not to 
dwell on the W9 incident so/elf as 
11, th.ts and tr~ 6ut to view 
it as a key turning point in China's 
modern history. "I cannot believe 
that the sacrifice was all in vain," 
he says, "or that all the blood 
flowed for naught. Looking back 
after nine years, I now see June 4th 
as a turning point in China's 
progress toward democracy." By 
casting history in a paradigm of 
social progress, Wang Dan paves 
the way for us to understand the 
Tiananmen phenomenon in the light 
of a future-oriented optimism. He 
invites us to view the nananmen 
phenomenon in context of its long­
lasting political and social reper­
cussions as well as its overall 
impoct on China's ideological 
transformation, which remains 
essential to China's possible transi­
tion to democracy. 
Kerry Brogan: In reflecting on 
your active role in the movement 
in 1989, particularly at Beijing 
Univenity, do you see younelf as 
acting out of your commitment to 

social responsibility or out of 
your own wiH to punue intellec­
tual endeavon? 

Wang Dan: Actually, I would 
use the word "duty" over "responsi­
bility." As a young student- an 
intellectual- I saw it as my duty, 
both to my country and to Beijing 
University, to be concerned about 
politics, to carry on this tradition. 
In an article about your poetry, 
you spoke briefly about the eight 
months you spent in solitary con­
finement and silence. Can you 
talk more about bow that experi­
ence affected your undentanding 
of language and the human need 
for expression and communica­
tion? 

Yes. During this time, I could 
only communicate with one person: 
myself. I was extremely lonely and 
so wrote poems as a means to com­
municate with myself, to express 
loneliness and revisit memories. It 
made life a little bit easier; it helped 
me survive. 

Also, I realized how strong the 
desire to communicate is. I never 
would have realized how important 
it is to the human condition. 
At that time, was writing more a 
way of affirming existence or 
meaning, or more of a mode of 
expression? 

Well, inside prison, there was a 
wall between me and the outside 
world. So, really, I wrote to create 
my own world. 
Do you feel entirely disconnected 
with today's youth in China? In 
what ways do you think the 1989 
incidents affects them (in terms 
of social consciousness) today, 
more than ten yean later? 

Yes. I really worry about being 
disconnected with the youth of 
today's China. Although I still have 
connections with friends there and I 
read the Chinese Newspaper every­
day on the Internet, still, I am liv­
ing in the United States. If I were 
living in China, I could understand 
more about today's youth and about 
society just by experiencing the 
atmosphere, even just by going to 
the supermarket. I have dreams of 
going back sometime soon. I think 
it's feasible that, within the next 
five to ten years, some changes will 
occur in China and I will be able to 
go back. 
How would you characterize 
today's youth? Do you feel these 
traits will help or hinder their 
entry into the next decade? 

Before 1989, in China there was 
no civil society, not even a basis-a 
philosophical basis- for civil soci­
ety. The biggest problem of 
Chinese political culture was that 

the relationship between the gov- and transfer their attention to poli­
ernment and the individual was too tics. Individualism is the basis for 
close. People trusted the govern- liberalism. It is a good enough step 
ment too strongly. for now. 

1989, in a lot of ways, was like Without the right to discoune­
an enlightenment. The government which is, you say, the intelle­
shot at students and people realized gentsia's fundamental tool in 
they couldn't trust the government establishing certain social values 
anymore. This "enlightenment" and regulating social develop­
provided the d b ment-- in what 
philosophical ... We nee a Step Y Step other fundamen-

basis for civil transition. The first step tat ways can the 
society. If the . . . . . intellegentsia go 
movement had- IS mdivtdualism. We must about influencing 

n't happened in encourage the younger society? 
1989, it would There are many 
have taken peo- generation to have their other ways. The 
ple mucli l , ~ • e now is in 
to come to this own individualism. Once the reform 
realization, 
which remains 
essential to the 
transition from 
dictatorship to 
<temocracy. 

this individualism reach- process. The intel­
lectual ought to 
devote more to 
thought reform 
and to the interests 
of the peasants 
and workers. The 

es a certain level, they 
will begin to shift their 
focus and transfer their 

You claim that, 
for the intellec­
tual to fulfill his 
or her role of 
social responsi­
bility, first 
there must be 

attention to politics. intellectuals as a 

Individualism is the basis whole should be 
coMected with 

for liberalism. It is a social groups, 

good enough Step for workers and peas-
ants, and struggle 

an adjustment now. 
in the structure 
of society. Do 
you think the recent shift (that 
occurred after 1989 and that is 
still occurring today) in terms of 
an absence of political conscious­
ness and an increased focus on 
"getting rich" can bring about 
this type of adjustment in the 
structure of society? 

Well, because the younger gen­
eration today doesn't trust the gov­
ernment, they are concerned only 
with taking care of themselves. 
They almost never bother to take on 
the responsibility of leadership or 
of being concerned about their 
country. They have no space to dis­
cuss politics, so they focus on mak­
ing money. This is important for the 
future because later they can trans­
fer this drive into politics, while 
also maintaining a distance from 
the government. 

But we need a step by step tran­
sition. The first step is individual­
ism. We must encourage the 
younger generation to have their 
own individualism. Once this indi-
vidualism reaches a certain level, 
they will begin to shift their focus 

for them to help 
them get back 
their basic bene­

fits- or just speak for them. This is 
only one thing they can do to influ­
ence society. 

Another old task remains unfin­
ished. They can teach what a real 
democracy and what a real democ­
ratic culture is. This does not neces­
sarily mean in the area of politics 
but in the areas of foreign 
exchange, education or economics. 
They can teach the common people 
what democracy is and what they 
can do to struggle for themselves. 
They can do so by way of writing 
articles, of new media, or even 
telecommunications. The govern­
ment wants to forbid all liberal 
thoughts, but they can't right now. 
The situation is changing and they 
are gradually losing control. There 
is increasingly more space for liber­
al intellectuals to do something. 
The people must prepare for them­
selves. They must organize strong­
ly into groups, just as the Eastern 
Europe intellectuals did. 
You state that the intellegentsia 
must continue austerely to ques­
tion thought and not become too 

comfortable or stable, so as not to 
fall into a state of stagnation. Do 
you feel you are becoming too 
"comfortable" here in the U.S.? 
In what ways do you continue to 
question and prevent younelf 
from falling into the apathy that 
accompanies comfort? 

Although I am living in the 
United States, my focus is still on 
China. Physically, I live in the U.S., 
but both my mind and soul are in 
China. My readings, discussions, 
concerns all revolve around China. 
I am here, but China is still China. 
Amartya Sen raises the question 
of whether or not we ought to re­
examine the question of "democ­
racy as a univenal value" in the 
context that acceptance of 
democracy as a univenal value is 
actually a major revolution in 
thinking because, historically, 
democracy has been confined. Do 
you think this is a valid question? 
Do you think China is one of 
those countries that are possibly 
unfit for democracy? 

I don't like to divide between 
Western and Eastern. The basic 
idea of democracy is universal. 
Everyone has his own right to be 
protected. Any country, any person 
is suitable for democracy. Nor have 
I ever divided between Western 
versus Eastern democracies. The 
ideas are the same as those in the 
basic institutional structures of the 
United States. There may be some 
differences, but they are only tech­
nical differences. 
In what ways will the Confucian 
intellectual heritage help or hin­
der China's possible transition 
into a democracy? 

If Confucianism does work. 
why hasn't it worked for the past 
2,000 y~ars. So, no [ shaking his 
head], I don't think Confucianism 
works for China's future. 

Some people argue that there 
are elem~nts of Confucianism 
prone to liberalism, that there is 
freedom of thought or liberalism in 
Confucianism. But Confucianism 
focuses on collectivism. What 
China needs is individualism. We 
have had collectivism for several 
thousand years. 
Do you agree with Mill's philoso­
phy that freedom-as later under­
stood as Berlin's notion of 'posi­
tive' freedom- is indispensable to 
the happiness of an individual, or, 
human happiness? 

As an intellectual, I believe, yes. 
But, in China this kind of liberty is 
more like a luxury. What they need 
now is protection of basic rights. 
Then they can begin to take more 
individual initiative. 
How do you define the notion put 
forth by Berlin of "negative free­
dom?" If it is the minimum 
amount of freedom, which must 
on no account be violated, what 
does this include? 

The most essential is freedom of 
speech. Only after we have freedom 
of speech can we have freedom of 
choice, which is the most impor­
tant. 
Does it extend to economic 
rights? 
Yes, in that, the idea that people 
must first work for food and then 
can have human rights does not fol­
low. The Government should pro­
tect people from poverty. 
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Michele Dominy, Anthropology Professor, to be Dea1n of College 
... continued from page 1 

to have been allowed to serve the 
College," said Levine. "They'll 
give me the Bard Medal at com­
mencement time... but the college 
has already given me the honor by 
allowing me to serve it." 

In his last few weeks before the 
sabbatical, Levine has been meet­
ing regularly with Dominy to ease 
the transition. He and Botstein are 
enthusiastic about what Dominy 
will bring to the post when she 
becomes dean. "[Dominy] has 
exhibited all the qualities that hold 
very high promise to be an excel­
lent dean. She has worked with 
colleagues for a long time and has 
years of experience in dealing with 
them. It seemed like it was a good 
fit for her and a good fit for the col­
lege," Botstein said. 

Criteria for a new dean included 
a candidate with people skills, 
experience, a vision compatible 
with Bard, one who "can relate one 
discipline to the next, and someone 
with an abiding interest in the qual­
ity of teaching and the quality of 
undergraduate academic life, with 
very high standards," said Botstein. 

These qualities, Botstein pointed 
out, are what lead to his selection of 
both Levine and Dominy. 

As a cultural anthropologist, 
Dominy hopes that her skills will 
"serve as effectively as [Levine's] 
skills as a social psychologist have 
served us. The position of Dean of 
the College allows me to extend my 
work with students and faculty in 
new ways ... I am looking forward 
to this, although I recognize, as 
[Dean of Students] Erin Cannan 
said, I have very big shoes to fill." 

Martin is also looking forward 
to being Vice President of 
Academic Affairs and working 
with Dominy, the students, and 
other faculty and administrators. 
He said, "It's an honor to have been 
chosen as Vice President for 
Academic Affairs, and I'll work 
hard to try to build on the inspiring 
accomplishments of [Levine]." 

Suffering a black eye and 
scratched nose that are from a fall 
on the streets of Manhattan last 
Friday, Levine nonetheless gra­
ciously sat down with the Free 
Press recently to discuss his deci­
sion to step down and his time as 
dean. Levine, 68, said over the last 

year he has gradually come to real­
ize that the time for a sabbatical has 
come. "You know, 21 years seems 
like a reasonable amount of time to 
stay at this," he said. But he 
emphasized, "I'm not retiring from 
Bard," he is taking a year to con­
centrate on his family, photography, 
and writing. 

"It's getting hard to be distant 

Botstein said of the deanship, 
"You have to take a lot of grief in 
that job. You take a lot of abuse as 
an administrator, and you need to 
have the kind of psychological 
capacity to smile, to allow the 
abuse to not get you down." Levine 
has this capacity in spades, said 
Botstein. 

Reflecting 
from my six­
year-old child," 
Levine said. 
"She's now 
going into the 
first grade. I 
know if I go on 
sabbatical and 

on what he loves 
about his job, 
Levine spoke of 
an incident this 
past Saturday 
when he met a 
Bard graduate 
working as 
assistant man-

The position of Dean of 
the College allows me to 
extend my work with stu­
dents and faculty in new 

take the year off ways ••• 
and do a different sort oflife than I 
have now, I'll see her more often 
and be connected." 

Of the downsides of his job, 
Levine said there are none. "I said 
to myself a long time ago that if I 
ever got to the point where on any 
single day I would dread coming 
into work, I would leave. And it's 
never happened. Never happened 
once in 21 years that I got up and 
felt that I really didn't want to go 
back to the office again." 

ager at a 
Manhattan bookstore. She thanked 
him for the help he provided her 
and her husband when they were 
students at Bard. "Six years later I 
meet this Bard student and she asks, 
'Are you buying this [book] for 
your little girl?' Because she 
remembered I had a little girl. That 
kind of response is what draws me 
to the job." 

Levine, born in Brooklyn in 
1932, came to Bard for his first 
teaching job 32 years later. He 

remembers the day vividly an, 
fondly recalls his interior office ir 
the basement of Tewksbury 
Speaking about his first impres­
sions of Bard, he said, "I loved the 
small size of it, loved the students, 
loved the liveliness of it." 

For Levine, what has been most 
special is his interaction with stu­
dents. "If you want to know from 
me what the essence of it is all 
about," he said, "it's really about 
being continually connected with 
young people, and their ideas, and 
their wonderment, and their trou­
bles, and their happiness, and all of 
the stuff that can go on in the life on 
a young person." 

Does it make him feel older or 
younger? 

"Oh, younger. Clearly I don't 
feel any more discrepant in a sense 
of self between myself and the col­
lege ~dent sitting across the desk 
from me. No sense of aging or dif­
ference in time. That's what being 
on a college campus provides for 
you." 

What about immortality? 
"Well, we know we're not 

immortal, but non-aging." 

Former Bard Employee :Organized Yale Co1ncession 
... continued from page 1 

very laws for which South Africa 
was being challenged for violating. 
Companies seem to be afraid that if 
their medications are produced by 
copycat companies, companies that 
do not bold the patent fol the drug, 
or if the patent-holding companies 
themselves distribute drugs to poor 
areas at no or reduced cost, the 
international price market for the 
drugs will dive. 

Although poor-world countries 
who would be the benefactors of 
such actions are not presently mar­
kets for the big drug companies, 
there is a perceived threat that low­
cost drugs will end up back in rich­
world countries on the black mar­
ket, deflating the standard prices in 
places such as the United States and 
Western Europe. 

recent decision by the drug compa­
nies to drop their lawsuit. She list­
ed reasons such as the need for sus­
tainability, accessibility, an appro­
priate public health infrastructure, 
laboratory support, and patient 
monitoring. 

Of TshabalBfB.-Msirnans's rea­
sons, Kapczynski said, "I think the 
reasons are probably complicated, 
but the biggest factor, I suspect, is 
the cost. With 
around I /4 of 
adults infected, 
even at the 
cheapest price 
treatment will 
be a serious 
strain on the 
budget. South 
Africa is work­
ing very hard to 
build its econo­
my on a neo-lib­
eral model, and 
with the burden 
of apartheid era 

the goods, as the health minister 
Tshabalala-Msimang is now argu­
ing, then who does? With the dis­
tinct possibility that the only out­
come will be an epidemic of drug­
resistant HIV, this could well tum 
out to be a Pynhic victory." 

The drug resistance McKinney 
talked about results most often 
when medications are not taken 
consistently, or from inadequate 

drug potency, 
for example 
when the entire 
cocktail is not 
taken. Doctor 
~d patient are 
both to blame 
for this. 

W e 

Kapczynski does not consider 
this a legitimate argument, though. 
"Most AIDS drugs were developed 
primarily with taxpayer money," 
she said. "Africa is less than 2% of 
the global pharmaceutical market. 
No one's profits are going to be hurt 
by these efforts. Drug companies 
aren't going to stop developing 
drugs-but it would be nice if they 
started developing any drugs for 
diseases that primarily affected 
poor people (they don't, because 
there's no market in it)." 

debt. Of course, Amy Kapczynski fights the power 

know from the 
evolution of 
multi-drug­
r es is tan t 
strains of 
tuberculosis 
that resistance 
has severe ram­
ifications. 

The point that Kapczynski made 
is one both human rights advocates 
and economists are beginning to 
notice, as well. Drugs are simply 
not being developed on the scale 
they-should be-if at all-for diseases 
most prevalent in poor and devel­
oping countries, such as malaria, 
tuberculosis, and now the African 
strains of HIV/ AIDS. The largest 
reason is that there is no profitable 
market for them. Countries need 
the medicines, but many are not 
able to afford them. 

South Africa's Health Minister 
Manto Tshabalala-Msimang has 
hesitated on taking advantage of the 

not treating 
people hardly means AIDS doesn't 
cost anything-in fact, if you count 
the losses in terms of productivity, 
orphans, etc., I think treatment is a 
bargain." 

Many scientists have medical 
concerns on top of those already 
listed. John McKinney, an 
Associate Professor at Rockefeller 
University, spoke at Bard in April 
about his research into tuberculosis 
treatment. At a pre-talk lunch with 
students he discussed the impact 
inadequate AIDS treatments could 
have on creating more mutant, 
drug-resistant strains of HIV/ AIDS. 
In a follow-up e-mail he said, "You 
will see that access to affordable 
drugs is not the only-or even, per­
haps, the most formidable-obstacle 
to successful treatment. South 
Africa is by a very wide margin the 
richest country in s•ub-Saharan 
Africa. If [South Africa) doesn't 
have the infrastructure to deliver 
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Douglas D. Richman reported in 
April 19, 200 I's Nature that resis­
tance "drives a vicious cycle of 
treatment failure and yet more diffi­
cult treatment challenges." 

Considering the difficulty in 
creating effective HIV/ AIDS drugs, 
those challenges would be huge. 
This harsh reality is a difficult one 
to face. Richman said it simply: 
" ... most developing countries can­
not afford the drugs as well as the 
necessary monitoring and sup­
port ... The resources do not exist to 
implement chronic chemotherapy 
in many developing countries even 
if the drugs were to be provided at 
low cost." 

Although the science behind 
these arguments is not widely ques­
tioned, there is disagreement of 
what to do with the knowledge. For 
instance, Kapczynski said, "I think 
it's racist and classist to presume 
that people in developing countries 

cannot adhere to drug regimens. 
People _thought that about homeless 
people in the US, but studies have 
proven them wrong. Yes, these 
drugs need to be distributed respon­
sibly, but resistance is a bad excuse 
for letting people die. 
[Tuberculosis) is a warning to us, 
surely, which is why some advo­
cates are now suggesting that we 
use the system developed for 
[tuberculosis )-Directly Observed 
Therapy-to ensure that people are 
getting and taking their medications 
as needed." 

Public health experts continue 
to point out, however, that an ade­
quate infrastructure base is needed 
if treatment is not going to backfire. 
With so many factors to consider, 
the next step is not easy to see. The 
ball is not in any one group's court, 
though; both the rich and poor 
world have obligations which must 
be fulfilled in order to stop this 
debilitating epidemic. 

"Rich countries need to con­
tribute to the Global Fund for AIDS 
that Kofi Annan has called for, to 
help pay for treatment. (Write to 
your Congressmen!) Developing 
countries need to pass the legisla­
tion necessary to make use of 

generics, start implementing pilot 
treatment programs, and review 
their laws to ensure that discrimina­
tory practices aren't contributing to 
the spread and cost of AIDS," sug­
gested Kapczynski. 

In the April 19, 2001 edition of 
Nature, Executive Director of 
UNAIDS, the United Nations' divi­
sion dedicated to the HIV/ AIDS 
epidemic, Peter Piot, et al., wrote 
that although antiretroviral therapy 
has "reduced the morbidity and 
mortality associated with HIV for 
those populations able to afford 
access," science could only do so 
much. The end of the epidemic for 
the developing or developed world 
will only come with basic changes 
to social conditions and practices. 
They wrote, "What is required is 
nothing less than a sustainable 
social mobilization. Its key ele­
ments are the involvement of 
affected communities, including 
individuals who are infected; 
restructuring of the global finance 
flows so that the essential com­
modities required for the response 
can be made available universally; 
and systematically targeting social 
exclusion." 

Tennis team places second 
The Bard College tennis team, 

coached by Fred Feldman, recent­
ly placed second in the Hudson 
Valley Men's Athletic Conference 
finals. Both the first and second 
seed doubles won the finals, and 
all six seeds reached single finals, 
with Junior Nick Pattison winning 
10-5. 

Junior Bard student Brian 
Foote, who played sixth seed sin­
gles, called this year's team "the 
most talented team we've had 
since my freshman year." He 
credits the team's success in large 

part to Coach Feldman, who 
"knows how to talk to players. He 
has good relationships with all as 
them, and makes practice compet­
itive so when we get to the match­
es we compete well." 

Pattison and Foote are joined 
by four other players; Biek 
Prakirati Satasut (seed one), Chris 
Komker (2), Alexi Mouyiaris (4) 
and Drew Schulze (5). All played 
singles and doubles Bard compet­
ed against six other regional col­
leges; including Sarah Lawrence, 
Pratt and Cooper Union. 









A film so big that its subtitles are 
written in caps lock! As action 
films become more rapidly edited, a 
new type of mainstream film view­
er is required. Those who found the 
twenty minute shoot out culminat­
ing The Wild Bunch or the extended 
chase sequence in The French 
Connection to be disorienting are 
now being totally disr~arded by 
the action film industry. 

With the advent of the digital 
age, the action director is no longer 
satisfied to merely confuse or 
excite the film goer; nothing short 
of total, repetitive indignation will 
do. The success of films like The 
Matrix and Charlie's Angels has 
heralded the birth of a new action 
audience, brought up on Neo Geo 
and MTV. Today's audience 
responds to fleeting moments of 
logical cinematic outrage, occur­
ring within action sequences just 
often enough to be recognized, 

the Hollywood minute with 

Matthew E. 
Goldenberg 

One of the best films of the year so 
far runs at just under four minutes: 
Spike Jonze's music video for 
Fatboy Slim's "Weapon of Choice," 
starring Christopher Walken, is 
droll, profound, and breathtaking. 
Now, I am fully aware that music 
videos are not, generally speaking, 
considered "films." This is because 
they have never fully lived up to 
their potential. Early MTV com­
mercials featured clips of Bunel 
and Dali's Un Chien Andalou, 
implying that the same inventive­
ness used to make that revolution­
ary film would be the goal of every 
music video. That's clearly not the 
case. Most music videos are 
extended commercials; heartless, 
soulless, a series of mishmash 
images that have no purpose other 
then to pump up the listener (Can 
anyone explain to me, for the love 
of God, why the Backstreet Boys 
are in outer space in their video for 
"Larger then Life"?). In no small 
part, this is the reason that so many 
modem directors, to put it bluntly, 
suck. When the training ground is 
music videos and commercials, the 
priorities of the filmmakers are all 
messed up. By the time they get to 
direct a big budget summer block­
buster,they wouldn't know a decent 

assessed, 
and scoffed 
at. These 
moments are 
sustained 
and accentu­
ated by the 
inclusion of 
other shots 
which are 
deemed 
"believable" 
by pre-exist­
i n g 
Hollywood 
standards, 

only to be topped by still more out­
rageous computer-generated spec­
tacles. A film goer is left with two 
approaches when faced with such a 
sequence. The first, is to constantly 
be shocked and titillated as the film 
becomes increasingly outrageous 
(the "Crouching Tiger was so un­
realistic!" camp). The alternative is 
to completely give up on any 
attempt to take the film seriously, 
and to be satisfied by watching 
them in terms of structure, mon­
tage, and movement within shots 
(the "Crouching Tiger is more 
about dance than martial arts" 
camp). Both are problematic, and 
usually don't leave the viewer feel­
ing particularly intelligent. 

Obviously, making film goers 
smarter is not one of the immediate 
goals of the New Action Cinema, 
but by keeping both possibilities in 
mind, one can appreciate The 
Mumn,y Returns without feeling 

movie if it bit them (Need proof? 
Go see Gore Verbinski's The 
Mexican, Simon West's The 
General's Daughter, Hype 
Williams' Belly, or Dominic Sena's 
Gone in Sixty Seconds). 

Jonze (to say nothing of David 
Fincher) is the exception that 
proves the rule. For whatever rea­
son, videos are a medium that Jonze 
just understands-- look at how great 
his work on, say, the Beastie Boys' 
"Sabotage" is, or Slim's "Praise 
You," or even the Y2K Nike com­
mercial that was so popular last 
year. He very well be the only true 
artist working in music video today. 

In "Weapon of Choice," as in 
his brilliant debut feature Being 
John Malkovich, Jonze delivers a 
postmodern screwball comedy that, 
while purposely playing off of audi­
ence expectations (in this case of 
Walken), manages to be astound­
ingly important without ever 
screaming its importance to the 
skies. It's the reason Malkovich 
didn't win any Oscars or, for that 
matter, get the audience recognition 
it deserved (my impression, to be 
ho~ is that even most of the 
bourgeois intelligentsia who 
claimed to have loved the film did­
n't really bother to try and under-

like a complete fool (the 
"Crouching Tiger wouldn't have 
been a good martial arts film with­
out the costume drama element, but 
it would have been a hell of a bor­
ing costume drama without the 
martial arts" camp). 

The Mummy Returns is a partic­
ularly interesting case, because it 
has taken existing rapid-fire, anti­
realistic action film-making to an 
entirely new level. Until now, the 
New Action style has been reserved 
only for special sequences in what 
are otherwise fairly traditional 
films. Charlie's Angels, for exam­
ple, doesn't differ wildly from any 
other teen comedy based on a rein­
terpreting of a specific time 
period. Filmically, it does not 
differ much from Wayne's 
World or The Mod Squad or a 
host of other films, with the 
exception of its first major 
fight sequence. The Thin 
Man vs. the Angels sequence 
stimulates the audience pre­
cisely because of its unex­
pected and improbable 
nature. Until this point in the 
film, director McG has dis­
played all manner of music 
video tropes and seventies 
references, but never a hint of 
Malrix-style computer-aided 
martial arts. 
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There is no plot (or rather, there are 
five or six incoherent plots), no 
character development, no regard 
for pacing, production design, act­
ing. There is racism, cliches, chases 
leading into chases, flashbacks, 
flashforwards, kung fu, giant bugs, 
Xena-quality special effects, obvi­
ous, obvious references. All of this 
makes no difference, as there are so 
many cuts, that before the viewer 
can stop to think that the costumes 
look a bit shabby, or that the pyra­
mids are out of scale, or that there 
are no pygmies in Egypt, the film 
has changed gears again, busy with 
major, totally inconceivable ploi 
twists. Before the dust of one of 

many battles has cleared, leaviftg 
the audience to ponder the obvious 
phoniness of an anny of digital 
jackals, a giant scorpion has 
appeared, or a reincarnation subplot 
has been mtl"Qduced, sending the 
film into an entirely new and total­
ly unexpected set of circumstances. 
This developement in The New 
Action Cinema leaves the viewer in 
a sublime state of agitation and 
wonder ... And Tomb Raider is being 
released in June ... 

So go to see The Mummy 
Returns. There's a scene in which 
Brendan Fraser literally outruns the 
rotation of the Earth. 

The Mummy Returns uses 
this surprise strategy for a full 
two hours and ten minutes, 
removing any trace of tradi- Give me the battle axe, madman! Brendan Fraser and Zack de la Rocha of 
tional Hollywood standards. Rage Against the Machine shut down guerilla radio and fighthieroglyphics. 

stand it, instead simply reveling in 
how "weird" it is). 

"Weapon" begins with Walken, 
dressed in a very nice suit, sitting 
glwnly in a hotel lobby. The cine­
matography, by longtime Jonze col­
laborator Lance Accord, is tinted 
the same depressing, glwn palette 
that most of Fincher's Fight Club 
and the Wachowski Bros.' The 
Matrix were filmed in; everything 
moves slowly, a visual representa­
tion of upper-middle class bore­
dom. Walken spots a boom box 
atop a janitor's station. The song is 
playing from it, and, with a look 
into the camera, Walken gradually 
stands up, moving his head to the 
beat, and then breaks out into full 
on dance. The dance becomes more 
and more complex, and, for that 
matter, more and more far fetched, 
until it finally concludes with 
Walken flying. Armond White 
astutely pointed out in the New 
York Press that modem audiences 
may connect Walken's air bound 
ballet with Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon, but my guess is 
that its not only the filmmakers 
once again tipping their hats to The 
Matrix's commentary on the bore­
dom that's inherent in modem nine 
to five corporate culture, but also 

Jonze and Accord's way of showing 
how Walken's character feels about 
the music (more on that in a 
moment). 

The video's shock value comes 
from the casting of Walken. Even 
though he started out doing 
Broadway musicals when he was 
three, and did a brilliant dance 
number in Herbert Ross' musical 
Pennies from Heaven, Jonze is fully 
aware that today's MTV youth cul­
ture will never recognize Walken as 
a dancer. To see Walken "the psy­
chopath" dancing with such grace 
(in a number he helped choreo­
graph, no less!!!) will make the 
TRL crowd sit up and take notice. 
But it's not as casting coup that gets 
attention simply for attention's 
sake. The video, like German 
Expressionist films (e.g., The 
Cabinet of Dr. Caligari), is a visual 
representation of the psychology of 
the protagonist- namely, Walken: 
trapped in his slow, dull world, 
music brings the upper class work­
ing man (if that's not too much of a 
contradiction) to life; it allows him 
to, literally, walk on air (Walken 
even floats in front of the sort of 
cheesy rendition of Bourgeois 
Valhalla that one is bound to see in 
a hotel such as this one. While 

watching the video for the first 
time, a friend of mine incorrectly 
guessed "He's going to fly into the 
painting!" From a thematic stand­
point, this wouldn't, necessarily, 
have seemed out of place). As soon 
as the music ends, he's sucked back 
down into reality, sitting in his chair 
in the hotel lobby, waiting for who 
knows what. Godot maybe. 

Marxist theorists such as Haug, 
Frith and Lipsitz would have a field 
day with this video. They teach us 
that music is something generally 
created "from below"- that is, in 
the working class- and then appro­
priated, for use as a commodifica­
tion, "from above"- the class 
Walken represents in the video­
before being handed (read: sold) 
back down. No recent piece of film 
art has better represented these the­
ories. Walken's charac­
ter loves the music but doesn't fully 
understand it; he can grasp it, but 
only for a time. Jonze, in a truly 
great work that comments on its 
own form AND society at large, has 
taken the form of music vi~ 
surely a medium appropriated 
"from above" for the use of com­
modification-and has gracefully, 
mercifully declared it, once more, 
For the People. 
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on . Here is in the old cafeteria lcitchen during one of 
Bm'd umerous Midnight Breakfasts. 
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