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The GREAT AMERICAN Nightreare

. by William Lottes

.. I'have had so many people ask me about
Ty experiences in the Army, that I have

degided to write a series of short articles,

o :
‘Most of the men over 18 know of the
hilarity of preinduction physicals so I
shall dispense with the preliminary {the
big sergeant mdinteresting associates).

A letter happens upon your doorstep.
In the left corner is the big chicken ‘saying
official Government Business. Great
indecision now takes over--open, burn or
lie about your age and run (the latter is
mos't sensible). e

Finally the letter-automatidally opens
tfor all you Mission Impossible fans) and
out falls this beautifuli{?} sick-green
computer card, Qn( p;loser examination
you find that you have been given a free
ticket to the "country club' of basic
training centers - Fort POLK (whoppy).

The weight 6f_ the envelope isn't quite
right. Upon further examination you will
find a white piece of paper, (11. 77" by
8.52" close enough for government work).
The top part of the letter states "Departe
of the Army, Pentagon, Washington,
D. C. (the boss) Official 1"

" A-Journal of Anti-Jacobin Opinion

"It is even my opinion that revolutionary
children are not desirable from any point
of view'' ' o .

Frem'i:.'

You must now know where these orders
are going. So, the paper tells you: "From
the commander to the commander from the
commander to the commapder, etc. " All
clear now? )

In the Army there must always be a rea-
son. Your reason states - "Treining; Fort
Polk, Luis.' (God restyour weary bones).

Who is the poor man - lock hard at your
piece of paper. That's right - Oh, my God
it's you! Now you're being more careful.
The next item interests you - eight lines
of numbers, none of which make sense.
Later you realize these numbers tell
about your whole life - how much salt you
use: how much beer you drink; how many
sheets of toilet paper you use: Finally,
the commander's name from the Pentagon
{probably an alias so he doesn't get killed).,

On the bottom of this cheery note is a
form number DAT117232 (you will learn:
everything must be classified).

You now belong to Uncle Sam.

You try 1o get a good night's sleep.

Next issue - Basic training or Survival of
the Pittest.

{please see reverse side)
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William Lottes served in the U. S. Army
for 20 months ~ ending this last September
10. ‘He s still a member of the Army Re=
serves with the Mos of 91c (Physician's
Assistant). Mrs: William Lottes

_An 9 E n Letter to Manuel Auli and
Hector Cort‘w R

Dear Manuel and Hector,

I'm writing this letter in response to
your articles which appeared in the last
issue of that journalistic stancheon, the
Red Tide. Believe me; it's been tough
trying to figure cut what to write in this
letter, since I'm not quite sure what you
gentiemen were trying to tell me, if;
indeed,: you were trying to teil me any-
thing-at all. I'm disposed to listen.to
whatever anyone has to say, as long as
they're really saying something.

It was hard for me to see aaything in
your article but racist accusations,
Manuel. - And it is tough for mé to get
past your toilet paper metaphors, Hector,

wand glean any genume attempt to commun~
.icate.

You.r conclusion interested me, Manuel.
You stated that lack of rapport and inter-
action are the problems.  You said: ""We
are all living together. '’ Was that a typo-
graphical error or a simple case of mis-
taken tense ?° Who is living together?

Am 1 mistaken or don't the Blacks and
Latins have their own dorms? Don't mis-
understand. I don't mind. Why anyone
would want the third floor of : Tewksbury is
beyond me, butiyou're welcome to it, Is
that your idea of striking up rapport?

And how could I describe the heart-
warming scene in the Dining Commons
between Latins, Blacks and Whites?
"Separate tables, "' maybe ?

'} are all responsible.

You spout your rhetoric, you feed me
words, but where is the substance of your
declamations ?

Again, don't misunderstand. I'mnot
blaming you for this absence of interaction.
Please open your eyes and realize that we
Believe me, youdon't
even have to be "Forever Latin" to see
what's all around you.

There is a total lack of communication on
this campus. No one is interested in engag-~
ing in dialogues. ' The Budget Meeting was a
prime example of this fact: Everyone had
plenty to say, butno time to listen. I'm
not calling for interaction, dear friends,
just honesty.  Your articles represented no
advances toward interaction.. If you knew
anything about public relations; Hector,
you'd know that the article you wrote in~-
spires only nasty responses. It-engemders
no inclination for dialogue. ' !

- That's precisely why I wrote this letter.
If nothing else, your article told me that
you have nothing to'say. I'll'talk to you if

-you like, but I have no desire to engage you

in dialogue. (continwed on next page)
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Ifound it amusing that you mocked
‘someone else's ability to write. Re-read
your own article, Hector, o

It doesn't bother:me if your objective
is to producc half-baked editorializations,
consistent with the rest of ‘thie articlesin
the Dread Tide. Just be.awarc that half-
baked editorials are what they are.
Nothing ‘more, nothing less.

If you want to communicate, take a
Wasp 1o lunch, or just eat dirner with
one. . Better yet, have a'beer with a kike.
Adolph won't mind. It might do you both
good, and it won't even hurt: Much.

That's all I have to say. Nothing more,
nothing less.
: Disaffectedly yours,

. .Ira Toledo
*:
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Education and Easy  Truths
iDL ON S0C LASsy - lraths
by Richard Harding

At one time, incredibly enough; the
purpose of education lay in assi sting and
instructing one in the development of his
mind. Now, of course, higher priori ty
is accorded to other considerations.
Among these one finds the propensity of
certain teachers to try to ingratiate thern~
selves with students, the use of educa-
tional facilities to formulate rigid dogmas
and impose: them on others, and the ex-
pectation on the part of certain students
that teachers should rise above their )
usual capa¢ities and become palc imita-
tions of gurus, leading confused disciples’
from the darkness of alienation to the
light of perfect life ‘adjustment, h

Intendencies of ‘this'variety one having
the slightest acquaintance with intelligent
thinking finds immense contradictions,
outright absurdities; and other ineptitudes.

The perpetrators of these, however;, have
no time for analytic serutiny,- especially
if it is applied to their pet theory or mode
of activity. After all; one of them might

.say; life is a Jot easier: than subversive

elements like autheniic thinkers make it
cut to be. "All one really needs 1s to find
an idea, cause, or lifestyle thai is ex-

"cee_dingly easy for the mind to grasp and

espouse itfuriously.. Inthis manner one
experiences ingtaat fulfillment;

The difficulties of this line of non-thought
are especially evident in connection with
causes commiited to toially curing the ills
of society. An ordinary member of one of
these will often begin his commitiment in a
class where he has learied a nice, system-
atic method for analysing cultures and
societies. At-one point he suddenly feels
inspired; he finally has a purpose in life.
Se, he sets out to reform the human race
according to the models he has learned.
Of course he misses the small 1ncongruity
that His.freshly adopted views have nothing
to do with the views and aspirations of
whomever he is trying to reform; ‘he in-
tends to give people havpiness whaether
they want it or not, ds,. in
the extraordinarily privile ed and clois-
tered position of the American college
student, telling people whose lives are
far different irom his own how they should
conduct them, Howover, if sameone were
to criticise the arbitrariness of these
views he would be dismissaod for playing -
petty intellectual games. Tihis rhetqrical
trick is quité an evasion of the point.
Perhaps a critic of ¢ true beiiever is not
concerned merely with cleverly playing
the role of Sophist. Rather, he may feel
that his ideological friend is willfally dis-
posing his mind and forcing others to.con-
form to this disposition.

Students ight be less inclined to fall
into this kind of blind faith if they made
use of opportunities to develop the faculty
of independent, c\'“iti‘;:al thinking Sur-

(please see reverse side)
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prisingly encugh there exist teachers who
provide these. Along with them, however,
one finds those numbers who are too busy
serving as classroom entertainers or pre-
tending to be moral prophets to offer any-
thing along this line. To these centers of
attraction students flock, as they consti-
tute the path of least resistance; especially
when contrasted with genuine professionals
who challenge their students to meet high
standards of scholarly integrity and intel-
lectual self-discipline. So, the blind con-
tinue leading the blind into the oblivion of
moral and intellectual self-indulgence.

Now it is often said that an education
that emphasizes training of the mind re-~
flects an indifference to the problems of
life outside the academic cloister. Of
course one who makes this criticism is
strongly implying that he knows the nature
and extent of these problems and has some
idea of their solution. : One asks, however,
how he is so sure of himself in this regard.
There always exists the possibility that
when one looks at'a problem he will pro-
ject his wishes, fantasies, and preconcep-~
tions onto it and will not see it:for: what it
is in itself. Or, one may see a problem
in something where it does not exist. . One
can avoid these mistakes only if he has
developed his mind to the point:where he.
can view things with some integrity and
sense of proportion, To this end the
training of the mind is an invaluable aid,
Numerous' educational authorities in
America virtually rejected this idea a
few decades ago. The amount of foresight
and quality of thinking invelved in this
decision are now apparent to ali.

o # # # # A
Women's Liberation as Seenby a
Passive Sex Object
by Michaela Hahn

There was atime in my earlyyouth
when the term 'Women's Liberation' im- |
plied an essentially political movement
concerned primarily with wage systems

and birth control imws: Imagine my surprise
therefore, upon discovering that these aims
are purely secondary, even assuring they
are possible prior to the accomplishment of
the true goal: namely, the enlightenment of
the entire human race.

Please do not misnnderstand me. [ in
no way, . objectto the prospect of an en-
lightened humanity. I am merely questioning'
the efficacy, as a guide to this state, of what
appears to be a segregated encounter:group,

Perhaps it is unreasonable of ‘me to expect
men to be welcome at a Women's Literation
meeting. -After all, justbecause some men
are sympathetic doesn't mean they are sym-
pathetic. The most common justification of

}this exclusion is that the presence of men

would, for some girls, inhibit the honest
discussion of personal problems. It would
be’'unkind of me to suggest:that any girl so
inhibited is not as liberated as she thinks
she is; therefore, I shall not suggest such a
thing, - I'shall merely comment that in any
attempt at mutual understanding it is conven-~
jent to have the second party present.

But is mutual understanding between the
sexes necessarily a goal of Women's ‘Libera-
tion? The political aims, if they still exist,
are purely materialistic. The emotional
aim appears to be basically to help women
"'get their heads together, " an aim that has
little or nothing to do'with understanding, or
even caring, where male heads are at.

This approach may seem self-centered, but
almost any approach to life or any aspect of
itis, in the long run, self-centered. The
validity of the approach can only be judged
by how well it enables one to work outward
from that self. I am certainly willing to
assume. that someday all the women's lib-
bers will come out of their consciousness
raising meetings and use their newly raised
consciousness to relate to men.. At least,

I hope they will.

If I 'seem less than sympathetic, itis
because I am skeptical of any attempt to
{please see reverse side)
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find individual {reedom by joining a group.
Perhaps skeptical would be less accurate
than terrified, as anyone who has read
Bric Hoffer's True Believer will under-

+ stand, Please do not take the last allu-
sion too seriously. Aside from a ranor
desire to impose their prejudices upon
others, 1 see no parallels-between Women's
Iiberation and the Nazi party. Ido, how-
ever, suspect that the cligue-like atmos-
phere of such a gathering might iead to- |
self~complacency and the tendency to
throw all blame for one's troubles on

- some outside party, in this case, men,
parents being out of fashion,

But even assuming that Women's Liber=
ation avoids such pitfalls, may I ask where
this movement obtained its patent on ro- *

“mantic andfor sexual problems? {I am
assuming that the problems dealt with are
essentially romantic and/ar sexual, as,
if they are not, Women's Lib has even less
claim upon them. ) Consider the age cld’

¢ story that the girl has been hurt, but I'can~
not grant that she is a vietim of male

*ssupremacy, as I have met many boys who ;
have been hurt, wounded even, by the
influence of a less than considerate female.
Perhaps Women's Liberation would claim
this problem also, as within therr domain,
on the grounds that a truly liberated

woman would not go around hurting boys.

- But if so, they are extending their rhetoric
to the point of ‘saying, "If people weren't

-r80 sicky they wouldn't go around hurting

one another. ' A briiliant and original
conclusion. Possibly even a fundamental
truth. Forgive me if I fail to grasp what

‘Women's Liberation is going to do about

it. A.lDear Abby' column seems an
equally valid:golution, '

One maight gather from this rather
bitter.diatribe that I oppose Women's
Liberation, at least, as it exists at Bard
At the risk of exposing my egotism, 1
would Like to state that my mind is quite
sufficiently liberated. I am simply look~

ing for an essentially political movement
concerned primarily with wage systemns

and birth control laws. It is a great pity
that this organization is too busy freeing
its head to take an interest in all that,

#ood

_ To the Editors:

I'have a suggestion to make, without
the faintest idea of how it will be recexved
1 propose that with the advent of colder

“weather the front door of the coffee shop

be locked.  Though a terrific inconven~
ience, the advantages of ¥ keeping the damn
door closed are mverwhe\mmg A_s i,s
now, -each new arrival brings with him at
best a blast of cold air.. That's "at best, "
meaning he shuts the door prowmptly, .
What's worse is not knowing whether

THIS new arrival will close the door. at

all, so'that a sense of imminent annox-,
ance looms over every mid-winter coffee
shop conversation, If indeed the door
remains open, there's the further agnoy-
ance of either being rude about it or clgs-
ing it yourself. Since winter inevitably
condemns us all to confined spaces with
too many people, anything to alleviate

the general irritability would be a blessing.

" I'realize an idea of this nature mtzo-
duces all sorts of inconveniénce. For one
thing, it means thar those strolls through
the coffee shop to see who's there acquire
the emb1rras=;mg necessity of going gut
the same doot you came in. ]{owt\rex
God knows it can't be worse than that
horrible search for a table at' Adolph's;
we'd all have to find surown excuses . as
we standin the doorway. More practica}.ly
gpeaking, it prolonge the ag(my of bemg
outside in misefable weather when every
moment is torture. Yet for those few
moments we'd all have to bear, think of
the deliciousness of uninterrupted warmth
and, indeed, of tranquil conversations in
the middle of December. That would be
a luxury worthy of suffering.

Kathleen Diffley
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Take the M'_o_r‘x'e‘i'and. ..
by Rich Tedesco

One of the most recent enriching exper-
iences I've had here at Bard was attending
the open post-allocation meeting of the
Budget Committee. Everyone flocked to
the meeting with plenty to say and with the
intention of religiously ignoring what any-
one else had to say. .Tust about everyone
succeeded too, the result being that all
those present said a lot of nothing. : The
enriching part for me was the mamner in
which each person expressed their sacred
little chunk of nothing +while astutzly not
listening to what his fellow orators-in-
residence weren't saying ‘

" Confusing? A waste of time? Typical?
You bet. '

The problem was one of comraunication.
There wasn't any.

The ostensible reason for the meeting
wae a petition with 285 signatures of Bard
atudents, expressing dissatisfaction over
the Budget Committee's apportionment of
tonvocation allocations. It stated that
more funds should be allocated to the
arcas of literature, drama, dance, art,
science and humanities. It was vague and
poorly worded, verbal diarrhea in‘its
most essential form.

The significance of the petition, which
Luther Douglas £o elequently pointed out,
wag the not-so-vague presgence of 285
namesg represehﬁng 285 rezl people.

The initial mistake of the gathering was
that no attempt was made t: specifically
clarify how the funds chouli be re-appor-
tioned. The second, ard equally gross er-|
ror, was \tﬁat'no atternpt vas make 10 seck
elarification. The room vas instant hos~
tility from the moment th:! obscenity,
"re-apportion” wes nentioned.

Immediately; the word (I darc not utter
it again) was interprete¢ as a racial attack

by the blacks and latins. What brilliant
logic! Consider if you will: how many
organizations received allocations of over
$1200. 00? Answer: six.. How would it not
be possible to consider theBlack and Latin
American Organizaiions among those which
might be able to take a cut in aliocations ?
Most of the other large-allocation organiza-
tions are eliminated from this consideration
by their very nature, '

Take the Film Committee for example:
Film Committee is already fipding it nec~
essary to cut two of the better films from
iig schedule because of the difference be-
tween its budget request and recommended
allocation. The more funds cut, the less
films we have this semester, Movies here
at Bard are one of the few activities which
are, on the whole; well attended.

I'm not trying to give the shaft to the
Black and Latin American Organizations by
saying this. I mention them because at the
meeting their members seemed the most
intimidated. Paranoically defensive might
be a:more apt deseription. Yes, these
organizations are culturally enriching, but
if 285 students wish 1o re-apportion funds
for other culturally enriching activities,
are they necessarily racist?

If any of you reading this wish tocall me
a racist; feel free. Scream it if you like,
I'have no time to pay heed to that time~hon»
ored form of nen-communication known as
narpe-calling, if that is the form of com-
munication in which you choose to induilge.
Allow me to remind you, though, that itis
that non-communication which causes
pleasant events like the Budget Meeting.

It:.cannot be said, however, that the
activities sponsored by the Black and Latin
American Organizations suffer from lack «
of interest any more than any of the other
funded organizations. However there is
one organization which has received little-
exaraination,

{cont. )
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The Observer (or the Red Sea or the
Red Tide or whatever you want to call it)
cornprises a membership of approximate~
1y.20, not all consistent: - In case you
hadn't noticed the Red Tide cosis ¢3795. 00
1o put it out for the entire semester. Now
the fact that you read It means that it |
heolds some interes: for you. But would
youw-care aboui it if it weren't there?
Would you miss it'if it weren't shoved
under your nose each week as a supple- :
ment to your steam-soggy Sluter dinner?

{cont. fromp. 6, col.

.My guess is that you wouldn't. Because
go few people write [or ths publication,
it becomes a werkiy siruggic to obtain
material. . Of courss the Rin Tide ff
does not.exactly bust.its-cotiectively
cliqueish ass {c make you, average Hard-
ite, awarc of the fact thet it weltomies
articles fyom .any. gource. This paper,
the official organ ol communication en
this campus, is itself an example of ‘ne
non-communication that exis:s here,

to nstli.l mterest in activities
hout rmaintaining

interest.

You do not'instill interest, dear’ Sena-
tors, by allocating.aLcolutely nothing 1o
new orgamzations. True, thereis a
severe lack of money. But would the -
Traditionalist:Club, fer example, nave
been funded if there were abundant ro-
sources available? It would not have
been funded.

Dare-I make such.a judgment? Dare [
suggest that our dear Senatcs merely
wigh to maintain th2 status quw? Do'l
detect a -pungent odor of Congervatism in
the air? What a vinguler iragrance :n'a

. atmosphere of such radical pelitical i:bre!

. ‘You also-do not.instill interest, dear

Black.andl.atin. Americen Organizations,
by telling me that the money you'use is '
solely for my education ad gratification.

|
A
i
|

Why then, such violent reactions at falk of
re-apportionment of funds ?

Altruism, as an entity at Bard, is
abgent.

That is why I, personally, signed the
petition. I war* to see a group of people
ke those in the’ Traditionalist Club re-
ceive funds. That particular organization
should be funded for the sheer reason of
diversificution! 1t's 'nembershlp is at
least as extensive as the Observer staff,
But it'ig precicaly for’ tha'i reason ox diver-
sification that it'would never be funded here,

“ware of the fact that the
Observer wes ‘unded as'the result'of a
direct refe dur:. - But that referendum
was 0f o sinister vature, since it neglected

Tam well s

S even mention the Observer's requested

aliotmeut,

in ca

= you'rs wondering what my incisive
thizis. 1 may as ‘well tell you
In case ybu'ré wondéring why
article, 1 thought you sh?uld

1 this. : :

o 2t}
Ihave none.
1 wrole this
know about ul

solution

Why have I no solution? Becsise the
Budget T¢mmittec already did aﬂ of us the
favor of aemdirrt 1he ]SSUP

It was annour.ced toward the end of the
open Budget Debacle that the Seniate’ had
aiready voted to maintain the budget as
recommended, Their primary reason, as
far as I could discern, was that no previous
Comrinittee had ever reconsidered its‘alio-
~ation recommendatibiis., They voted not to
cut budgets helow recommendations. Very
commendable. The Bard Student Senate
standing or .radition,

Well, I suppost the masses are too
igaorant o cecide anyway. Eh Senators?
What do you think, ifmorant masses?

# #.0.%
{please see reverse side)
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Principles of Alienation
prepared by the
Calvin Coolidge. Society

Only inflict grief on someone else for
a just cause, the criteria for justice
being determined by the whim or fancy
of the moment.

. Increase.your alienation in direct pro-

portion to your advantages in life.

. Complain about your parents’ inkum-

anity to their fellow men while showing
no consideration or friendliness to
those in your immediate contact.

. U others smile and try to greet.you,

either stare blankly into-space or
straight down at the ground.

Display total apathy toward all things,
for this is the surest defense against
anything that might change your outlook.

Complain about coercion while trying
as hard as possible to coerce others,

. 'In your courses, only learn those.

things which support opinions you
already hold.

. Favor either total, immediate change

for the whole human race, or lose
interest in any change at ail, a reason-
able interest in moderate change being
out of the question.

Criticize the entire system of giving
credits or grades for academic
courses,. but complain vociferously if
someone tries to take away some
credits or lower a grade.

Complain of how capitalists are ripping
off people, while at the same time con-
stantly ripping off your neighbor.

Criticize the misuse of technoicgy,
but keep entire dorms up until four
in the morning with electronic music,

12. Espouse the cause of ecology. Be
careful to exempt the centers of cam-
pus- life {rom this consideration.

13. Either . do not speak to your neighbor

at all, or reveal to him all your woes,
anything between these extremes
being totally unacceptable.

. Nurture all neuroses and at any price
avoid the dangerous responsibilities
of mental health.

15. Call these rules a lot.of bunk while

following the lot of them to the letter.

* Alienation: a business that has grossed
347 million in the lastfive
-years. -t

LA S A S A

The War Against Differences
by Robert Morgen

The complaint that society is unjust is &
long familiar theme among political and
social radicals. That the protest has be-
come particularly sharpin the past few
years may be due to any one of many
causes. - Whatever the cause; radicalism
hag become, in the words of the late
Richard Hofstadter, "irrestibly chic: '

That certain injustices do in fact exist
in our society is undeniable. Yet we may
well be surprised at the stridency of radi-
cal thetorie. This stridency, however,-
is not so unusual if itis realized that rad-
icals are fighting against a force that is
extraordinarily well entrenched. The con-
tention here is that radicals are not merely
fighting against obvious:injustice. Radi-
cals, or at-least many radicals, have:a''
deep and abiding fear of differences in -
hurnan society. Thelr aim is to destroy
and obliterate these differences in the

(cont. }



hope of building a supposedly better

society.

Now very few radicals will come out

and say that they

are against diversity.

They will say, though, that they are for
“complete equality, " which for all prac-

tical purposes is

_ plete uniformity.
_‘ap look at the areas in which this passion
for sameness has found expression, -An

obvious area is that/the Women's Libera-

tion movement,

the sare thing as com-
It may be worth while

For promoters of this

movement to protest against uniair
treatment is all well and good. Yet one
strongly wishes that the membere  of
Women's Likeration would let us know
what they think the proper role of the

sexes should be.

most: basic of all
‘seem s0, whéen we start hearing demands
that women in signjficam numbers must
perform every task: every one, mind
you, that men have been performing,
Bringing this to its logical conclusion,
we must envision a society where haif

Are we to deny the
differences? [t would

the piano movers are female, . That ., '

women, as.a group, (of course 1his does
‘not deny the existence of the exceptional

individual), have

different capabilities

and strengths and weaknesscs {rom men
seems hard for some radicais to recog-

nize.

The counter-culture has likewisc

proved to be a st

rong foe of diversity,

One of the chief things the members of
this group have been saying (through
their actions} is that they wanti sameness.

Dress, manners, music, things liked and |

things disliked 'are expected to be as ums

form as possible.

One may well imagine

the likelihood of a counter-culture mem-
ber Wearng a crew cut and liking Dick

Nxxon to cite just one example. Every-
_one rnay be allowed to do their Gwn thing,
“but it is perfectly well undersoor which

own #hings" are
are not.

acceptable and which

The growth ot encounter groups in the
last few years throws an interesting light
on the question of diversity. Here the
demand is not for "complete eguality'' but
for "complete authenticity” or ''complete
honesty. "' What does this demand signify ?
Human relationships exist on different
levels. We have many acquaintances to
whom we reveul very little of our inner self,
some friends to whom we reveal more; and
only a very few or even.justone individual
to whom we are truly close. The encounter
group movement and the “'new morality"'
associated witl: it represents an attempt to
break down this diversity and place all re-
lationships on o common level, This pro-
cerds from both erds, as it were: a deep,
lfelong comnilument to another individial
ig disparaged while we are told to lose our
inhibitions with people we hardly know at all.

If we lcok at & community like Bard, we
lind the same drive toward sameness and
uniformity,  The "formel’ dance preserves
only the .arne of what was unce a distinctive
evert: whereao the interest was once ina
social affair that was different from the rest
of the college season, the concern now is
only in an évent that is-indistinguishable
from evervthing cise. The race to uniform-
ity is aiso helped along mightily by an ad-
ministration that nlacee such a low priority
on diversity that it allows the student body
to become more monolithic with every pass-~

ing ear. &

* The sources for tns statement are various.
Besxdes ihe obvious obscrvation of sameness
un appesrance, there is the empirically
fgrouv‘ded yact of non-diversity in political
‘persuasvon 23 well a: the comments of pro-
‘fessors referring to the lack of diversity.
,T') put the thing.into context, the reader is
iasked to imagine a town or city where 97%
of the people were for President Nixon!
Anyone who ieels that thers is important
divers:ty in artiiudes among Bard students
welcore to present his_evidénce.

(pleasc see reverse side)
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Now people may not necessarily ‘learn”
from those whe hold opposite views; yet
same value inheres in simply having to
recognize from day to day the existence
of a sizeable number of people whose
views are different. In this context, we
may well consider Bard to be a major
buiwark in the building of aniliiberal
culture,

QOne of the chief {ronts in the 'war
against differences, of course, is to be
found in the propositions of political
radicalism.. Once again we hear the
chimerical demand for 'complete equality,
particularly in regard to property. Itis
most necessary here to distinguish be-
tween two kinds of demnand. One iz the
demand that every individual be fed and
housed decently. This is’'indeed favored
just as much by conservatives as by rad-
icals; the only people likely to take excep~
tion sre some unreconstructed social
Darwinisis on the lunatic fringe. The
second dernand 18 quite different, how-
ever, This is the vne that calls for total
equality of property. I the boss has two
color television sets, for instance, it is
presumably unfair for the "worker' to
have merely one. There is no gound
reason, of course, why property can or
should be equal, It would make as much
sense 10 aver that since all men must
eat, they must therefore all have exactly
the same amount of food.

No doubt most radicals who favor um-
formity believe that is would result in a
more just society. We can wait and see.
Let those who favor these things con-
struct @ society based on these nrecepts
without trying to change all society.
With half of the €arth covered by “bad
examples’ -of Marxism,” if rght be an
illuminating cxperience to witucss a
truly "good example,”' The rvatve
need not be afraid of variety. ~'On the
contrary, "' as Santayana remarked, "un-
less variety of moral types and of ways

of living is somehow re:ntroduced, the
qualitative riches of the community will be
tervibly diminished and reduced to the
lawest common denorainator; the principle
being that no one shall enjoy anything that
everybody raay not enjoy with him. " If
the war agdindt difféerences is not to suc-
ceed, we would be well advised to analyze
carefully why the attempt to impose same-"
ness anduniformity has been considered
by many to represent the highest reaches
of idealistic endeavor. :

#oow &

The Use of Ashes
notes on college dope use
Lindsay Hill

1. This was the gencration. The genera-
tion thatgrew up with an "A” bomb hang-
ing over itg head~"The generation that saw
the crumbling of organized religion, and
the rise of existential despair- A genera-
tion aware of unspeakabie hypocrisy-
Nursed on the decadence of super affluence--
A generation sent through the mill of educa~
tion like so many bitg of laundry~The gen-
eration that did not want to be washed,

that saw the need for rapid change but

saw nc change.

H. History is a pendulum that swings, now
to the far right, now to the far left; these
being cloger to each other than 1o anything
in the middler One no better than the
other. This is the generation thai yunped
on the pendulura as all other had, and got
carried away- It was the generation that
had the power to avoeid thig~ Thig is the
genreration that got stoned.

I It (g interesting to consider drug use
and the concept of freedom. "No one can
tell me what to do with my life, no one
can  tell me what to do with my body. " A
slogan of our times. It is obvious very
early that this cancept of freedom is much
closer to the American ideal, rooted in
{cont. )
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the idea of the "rugged individualist, " than
it is to the communist concept which em-
phasizes group cooperation and social
responsibility, Drug use is an inward not
outward bound acﬁv_ity, making it a hypo-
crisy when practiced by a generation of
"love.' Drug usz is also big busincss,
people get rich selling dope; hash is more
valuahle by weight than is solid gold. The
use of dope reflects an attitude of decadence
Before people can sinoke dope there has to
be a good deal of time to waste. No one
ever changed a thing by lighting up a joint.
Smoking dope can be locked upon as an aet
of resignation. If all of this is brought
together it becomes evident that to flourish
dope needs: hypocrisy, decadence,
and a senge of hopelessness. It seems
ironical that the generation which so detests
these things would be the one to jurnp on

the dope wagon.

IV, There is nothing political about dope,
{outside of the issuc of its illegality). Dope
smoking does not promote either action or
thought, and therefore must be looked upor
as anti-political, and anti-pkilesophical.

It can be an enjoyable social activity for
some, but there must be better ways of
getting people together. After all, a group
of stoned people can never re: be to-

red.y
gether, they can only be corming apart
together. It has been shown in tests that

people are more creative and have a more
concrete level of self~awarencss when
they are straight. Getting stoned is not
too good for the memory, ask anybody.

V. What are we doing with our lives?
What have we given? How I can a
stoned man run in the fifty yard dash to
self~realization and fulfillment? ’na

tirne when the world stands at a frighten-
ing crossroads when is there time to waste
on self~indulgence? Where
place for the dr\mgcd mind? 3¢ medav we
will be old, When the next generation |
reads about how their parents smolied
away their youths, what charges will they
level? How will they be answered when
they ask, "What is the use of ashes?"'
#od o

3

2ffluencei

Ramveuriar Script in e Latter
Dieglian Age: A Review
of the Major Theges .

S. Hopsecn FFairbairn
Let us chew the cuttle cf malisciesity.
There is no greater pleasure than o force

someone other thon ourselves, yes, to
confront the voil. "This is known in cruder
circles of those who take this world ser-
iously ac "brainwashing. ' But this is 2
free country, so"the proper controls arc
lacking. Let us suppose, however (a favor-
ite funtasy of mine) that ane hzd the money
*0 DO IT. Laurence Sterne considered the
possibility of getting together, at a dinner
party, twenty introver Sair, Butl
‘ghould like to do it under cover.

I should like to be & Professor of Anthrop-
ology, and no better nlace for this than
Bard. [ should like to give lectures. In
the course of these lectures, in expounding
upon the deeper subtleties of the Ramveur-
ian Script, [ shouid love to embarras the
heck out of my class. So that they should
sweat upon confernpiating the advent of the
weekly class. This approech has been per-
fected in certain departments of this school,
but for less reprehensible purposes: i.e.
to teach. A lofty goai.

Bud I done wanna teach, I am.content to
watch the beads of nervous perspiration
wend their course down the precipitous’
palisade of the Freshman olfactory organ.
In this way does one piay a {rump upowthe
universe, for I believe that rature is:basic-
ally benevolent. Yes?

One must be careful ebout one's approach,
however, Lecause if the victim ilever,
he can turn the tide. victory in the
American sense, that o ing BETTER or
obut mere
that of coming out of

1 e
WINNING at something,

Ramveuriar sense,

the fray, 1\erhap= bleody, but oupre'nely
glorioas. s the bad man lay dying i
dust, ae :nust have been humming "The

Eyes of Texas Ave Upon You, " in the full
knowledne vhat someday litile kxids in back
yards would emulate him,

{cont. )
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But who will ever seek to recreate the
gallant lile of the College President?
Only a Calvinist, to be sure. Indeed, how~-
ever, they have come mighty close, and
in this age of laxatives, we may let themn
sneak away with the laurels, Becausc we
gave them their finest hours.

Professar Hayakawa never had newspaper
men interviewing him, never got leiters
from Bill Buckley, until he took his stand
for what he believed in. But how could he
believe in anything without somebody else
agreeing o believe emphatically in some-
thing else. So he got Ron Reagun, who
also had an interest in this, to send-over
some freaks from the narcotics squad to
stir up a revolution. Yelling and Scream-
ing a script that they had had ghostwritten
by Tom Hayden, they tore up the town in
a frightful manner, while Hayakawa and
Reagan chuckled over a good claret.
Their plan worked.

The hippies in town, knowing a good
cause. when they joined one, jumped on
the bandwagon, and the rest of Junior
Academia across the nation followed suit.
All over the nation, the kids walked up to
the President's house, shouting out they
-knew not what (actually, they were code-
words of reassurance 1o the Presidents,
if you comprehend). Their cigaret lighters
raised on high, Righteous Indignation mess~-
ing their linens, anxious to see the Presi-
dent start crying or forget what he was
saying or at least just plain blunder; they
rang the doorbell,

Out comes the kindliest looking con-
cerned elder.statesman in the country,
his face drawn with seriousness as WTRY
pans the crowd, then focuses on the man
about to speak. He clears his throat.

The yelling' diminishes, only a few
off-color remarks remain, like a bowler
getting the 7 pin. Then the President

speaks, This is his moment. His
moment in history, when no matter
WHAT he says, people will listen.
Kingman Brewster never felt better,
1could name others, and they all felt
the culmination of their liberal
careers when they were called upon
to discuss the place of a liberal
education in society today and what
freedom really is all about and
disagreeing but fighting to the death
the right and taking a stand and
making more than one thing perfectly
cloudy. What a moment.

This is why students are students
and teachers are teachers, yes?





