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Figure 3. “New York Post cartoon depicts police shooting a chimpanzee.” Reprinted from “New York Post in 

racism row over chimpanzee cartoon,” Burkeman O. (2009) The Guardian. 
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Figure 4. Diagram depicting the organization of study conditions. 
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Figure 5. Bar graph depicting the Black participants’ IAT scores by race of assailant and condition (Dehumanizing 

and Non-Dehumanizing).  
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Figure 6. Bar graph depicting White participants’ IAT scores by race of assailant and condition (Dehumanizing and 

Non-Dehumanizing). 
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Appendix A—Dehumanizing Black Cond. News Article 
 
Main Suspect in Sexual Assault Investigation Arrested  
By Jacob Williams 
May 2, 2016 5:30PM 
 
Ozone Park, Queens— Last night NYPD officers arrested their main suspect in a pending sexual assault and 
attempted murder investigation. James Davis—a 28 year-old resident of the area—was apprehended after a seven-
day search by police. 
 
Davis was wanted for the rape and attempted murder of a woman, which occurred last Saturday at around 1 A.M. 
An anonymous tip informed authorities that an individual who matched the description of the assailant was spotted 
entering an apartment building just a few blocks away from the crime scene, the same night of the attack.  
 
The man was identified as James Davis, a tenant in the building. Police had been monitoring his home for about a 
week, with no sightings of Davis. Last night, however, they spotted him entering the building.  
 
Davis matched the description of the assailant that night, given by the victim and witnesses. Police also stated that 
the victim identified Davis as her attacker from photos of several individuals. 
 
At approximately 1 A.M. on Saturday, according to NYPD, Davis approached 
the victim from the back as she waited at a bus stop, forcefully taking her to a 
deserted alley. Though security footage shows it looked like a busy night, 
nobody offered immediate assistance. Once in the alley, Davis pulled a gun on 
the victim and proceeded to strike her and sexually abuse her. 
 
“In the footage you can clearly see the man quickly spring toward the victim, 
aggressively picking her up and taking her out of sight,” said NYPD officer 
Brady. Though the video also reveals it was a busy night on Atlantic Avenue, 
no one appears to notice the incident. Police believe the man had “stalked the 
victim” for some time prior to attacking her. Furthermore, there seems to be 
no particular motive behind the attacker’s actions; “this man—as horrible as it 
sounds—was on the prowl that night. It really could have been anyone,” 
added officer Brady.  In an attempt to free herself, the victim apparently 
reached for the weapon. After a brute struggle, however, Davis gained control 
of the weapon and fired at the victim, who was still on the ground, striking her 
in the lower abdomen area. 
 
Several people contacted 911 regarding the shot and screams coming from the alley. The victim—whose name and 
other personal information was asked not be disclosed—was transferred to Jamaica Hospital Medical Center, where 
she remains in stable condition. In addition to the gunshot, the victim sustained serious scratches and punches.  
 
A few Ozone Park residents were interviewed about the events. “It scares me to know I’ve been living so close to 
this monster,” said another tenant from the building where the suspect resides, “so barbaric. I-- I’m just shocked.”  
A woman interviewed last week, who witnessed the savage offense, described it as wild. “I hesitated to call police 
because I wasn’t sure what was happening,” said the woman, “but I figured ‘better safe than sorry’ I mean, it just 
looked wild. And to later find out that this animal trapped her and abused her in that alley… it makes me feel really 
unsafe around this area, you know, to think a stranger can crawl out of nowhere and do such a thing.” 
 
Davis is currently detained and awaits trial. This was the latest episode in a stampede of predatory violence 
throughout the Queens-Long Island area that has been occurring over the last 2 months.  
 

 

 



EFECTS OF IMPLICIT DEHUMANIZATION IN THE MEDIA 57  

Appendix B—Dehumanizing White Cond. News Article 

Main Suspect in Sexual Assault Investigation Arrested  
By Jacob Williams 
July 11, 2016 5:30PM 
 
Ozone Park, Queens— Last night NYPD officers arrested their main suspect in a pending sexual assault and 
attempted murder investigation. James Davis—a 28 year-old resident of the area—was apprehended after a seven-
day search by police. 
 
Davis was wanted for the rape and attempted murder of a woman, which occurred last Sunday at around 1 A.M. An 
anonymous tip informed authorities that an individual who matched the description of the assailant was spotted 
entering an apartment building just a few blocks away from the crime scene, the same night of the attack.  
 
The man was identified as James Davis, a tenant in the building. Police had been monitoring his home for about a 
week, with no sightings of Davis. Last night, however, they spotted him entering the building.  
 
Davis matched the description of the assailant that night, given by the victim and witnesses. Police also stated that 
the victim identified Davis as her attacker from photos of several individuals. 
 
At approximately 1 A.M. on Sunday, according to NYPD, Davis 
approached the victim from the back as she waited at a bus stop, forcefully 
taking her to a deserted alley. Though security footage shows it looked like 
a busy night, nobody offered immediate assistance. Once in the alley, 
Davis pulled a gun on the victim and proceeded to strike her and sexually 
abuse her. 
 
“In the footage you can clearly see the man quickly spring toward the 
victim, aggressively picking her up and taking her out of sight,” said 
NYPD officer Brady. Though the video also reveals it was a busy night on 
Atlantic Avenue, no one appears to notice the incident. Police believe the 
man had “stalked the victim” for some time prior to attacking her. 
Furthermore, there seems to be no particular motive behind the attacker’s 
actions; “this man—as horrible as it sounds—was on the prowl that night. 
It really could have been anyone,” added officer Brady.  In an attempt to 
free herself, the victim apparently reached for the weapon. After a brute 
struggle, however, Davis gained control of the weapon and fired at the victim, who was still on the ground, striking 
her in the lower abdomen area. 
 
Several people contacted 911 regarding the shot and screams coming from the alley. The victim—whose name and 
other personal information was asked not be disclosed—was transferred to Jamaica Hospital Medical Center, where 
she remains in stable condition. In addition to the gunshot, the victim sustained serious scratches and punches.  
 
A few Ozone Park residents were interviewed about the events. “It scares me to know I’ve been living so close to 
this monster,” said another tenant from the building where the suspect resides, “so barbaric. I-- I’m just shocked.”  
A woman interviewed last week, who witnessed the savage offense, described it as wild. “I hesitated to call police 
because I wasn’t sure what was happening,” said the woman, “but I figured ‘better safe than sorry’ I mean, it just 
looked wild. And to later find out that this animal trapped her and abused her in that alley… it makes me feel really 
unsafe around this area, you know, to think a stranger can crawl out of nowhere and do such a thing.” 
 
Davis is currently detained and awaits trial. This was the latest episode in a stampede of predatory violence 
throughout the Queens-Long Island area that has been occurring over the last 2 months. 
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Appendix C—Non-Dehumanizing Black Cond. News Article 

Main Suspect in Sexual Assault Investigation Arrested  
By Jacob Williams 
May 2, 2016 5:30PM 
 
Ozone Park, Queens— Last night NYPD officers arrested their main suspect in a pending sexual assault and 
attempted murder investigation. James Davis—a 28 year-old resident of the area—was apprehended after a seven-
day search by police. 
 
Davis was wanted for the rape and attempted murder of a woman, which occurred last Saturday at around 1 A.M. 
An anonymous tip informed authorities that an individual who matched the description of the assailant was spotted 
entering an apartment building just a few blocks away from the crime scene, the same night of the attack.  
 
The man was identified as James Davis, a tenant in the building. Police had been monitoring his home for about a 
week, with no sightings of Davis. Last night, however, they spotted him entering the building.  
 
Davis matched the description of the assailant that night, given by the victim and witnesses. Police also stated that 
the victim identified Davis as her attacker from photos of several individuals. 
 
At approximately 1 A.M. on Saturday, according to NYPD, Davis 
approached the victim from the back as she waited at a bus stop, forcefully 
taking her to a deserted alley. Though security footage shows it looked 
like a busy night, nobody offered immediate assistance. Once in the alley, 
Davis pulled a gun on the victim and proceeded to strike her and sexually 
abuse her. 
 
“In the footage you can clearly see the man quickly approach the victim, 
picking her up and taking her out of sight,” said NYPD officer Brady. 
Though the video also reveals it was a busy night on Atlantic Avenue, no 
one appears to notice the incident. Police believe the man had “followed 
the victim” for some time prior to attacking her. Furthermore, there seems 
to be no particular motive behind the attacker’s actions; “this man—as 
horrible as it sounds—was out to assault that night. It really could have 
been anyone,” added officer Brady. In an attempt to free herself, the 
victim apparently reached for the weapon. After some struggling, 
however, Davis gained control of the weapon and fired at the victim, who 
was still on the ground, striking her in the lower abdomen area. 
 
Several people contacted 911 regarding the shot and screams coming from the alley. The victim—whose name and 
other personal information was asked not be disclosed—was transferred to Jamaica Hospital Medical Center, where 
she remains in stable condition. In addition to the gunshot, the victim sustained serious cuts and bruises.  
 
A few Ozone Park residents were interviewed about the events. “It scares me to know I’ve been living so close to 
this man,” said another tenant from the building where the suspect resides, “so cruel. I-- I’m just shocked.”  
A woman interviewed last week, who witnessed the cold-blooded offense, described it as intense and disturbing. “I 
hesitated to call police because I wasn’t sure what was happening,” said the woman, “but I figured ‘better safe than 
sorry’ I mean, it just looked very intense… very disturbing. And to later find out that this man took her and abused 
her in that alley… it makes me feel really unsafe in general, but especially around here, you know, to think that a 
stranger can come out of nowhere and do such a thing.” 
 
Davis is currently detained and awaits trial. This was the latest episode in a streak of sexual violence throughout the 
Queens-Long Island area that has been occurring over the last 2 months.  
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Appendix D—Non-Dehumanizing White Cond. News Article 

Main Suspect in Sexual Assault Investigation Arrested  
By Jacob Williams 
July 11, 2016 5:30PM 
 
Ozone Park, Queens— Last night NYPD officers arrested their main suspect in a pending sexual assault and 
attempted murder investigation. James Davis—a 28 year-old resident of the area—was apprehended after a seven-
day search by police. 
 
Davis was wanted for the rape and attempted murder of a woman, which occurred last Sunday at around 1 A.M. An 
anonymous tip informed authorities that an individual who matched the description of the assailant was spotted 
entering an apartment building just a few blocks away from the crime scene, the same night of the attack.  
 
The man was identified as James Davis, a tenant in the building. Police had been monitoring his home for about a 
week, with no sightings of Davis. Last night, however, they spotted him entering the building.  
 
Davis matched the description of the assailant that night, given by the victim and witnesses. Police also stated that 
the victim identified Davis as her attacker from photos of several individuals. 
 
At approximately 1 A.M. on Sunday, according to NYPD, Davis 
approached the victim from the back as she waited at a bus stop, forcefully 
taking her to a deserted alley. Though security footage shows it looked like 
a busy night, nobody offered immediate assistance. Once in the alley, Davis 
pulled a gun on the victim and proceeded to strike her and sexually abuse 
her. 
 
“In the footage you can clearly see the man quickly approach the victim, 
picking her up and taking her out of sight,” said NYPD officer Brady. 
Though the video also reveals it was a busy night on Atlantic Avenue, no 
one appears to notice the incident. Police believe the man had “followed the 
victim” for some time prior to attacking her. Furthermore, there seems to be 
no particular motive behind the attacker’s actions; “this man—as horrible as 
it sounds—was out to assault that night. It really could have been anyone,” 
added officer Brady. In an attempt to free herself, the victim apparently 
reached for the weapon. After some struggling, however, Davis gained 
control of the weapon and fired at the victim, who was still on the ground, striking her in the lower abdomen area. 
 
Several people contacted 911 regarding the shot and screams coming from the alley. The victim—whose name and 
other personal information was asked not be disclosed—was transferred to Jamaica Hospital Medical Center, where 
she remains in stable condition. In addition to the gunshot, the victim sustained serious cuts and punches.  
 
A few Ozone Park residents were interviewed about the events. “It scares me to know I’ve been living so close to 
this man,” said another tenant from the building where the suspect resides, “so cruel. I-- I’m just shocked.”  
A woman interviewed last week, who witnessed the cold-blooded offense, described it as intense and disturbing. “I 
hesitated to call police because I wasn’t sure what was happening,” said the woman, “but I figured ‘better safe than 
sorry’ I mean, it just looked very intense… very disturbing. And to later find out that this man took her and abused 
her in that alley… it makes me feel really unsafe in general, but especially around here, you know, to think that a 
stranger can come out of nowhere and do such a thing.” 
 
Davis is currently detained and awaits trial. This was the latest episode in a streak of sexual violence throughout the 
Queens-Long Island area that has been occurring over the last 2 months.  
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Appendix E—Images 
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Appendix F—Explicit Measures Questionnaire 

To what extent do you agree that the actions of Davis and individuals like him express the 
following traits: 
 
1.   Civility 

Strongly disagree Disagree Somewhat disagree Not sure Somewhat agree Agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 
2.   Refinement 
Strongly disagree Disagree Somewhat disagree Not sure Somewhat agree Agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 
3.   Moral Sensibility  
Strongly disagree Disagree Somewhat disagree Not sure Somewhat agree Agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 
4.   Rationality, logic 

Strongly disagree Disagree Somewhat disagree Not sure Somewhat agree Agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 
5.   Maturity  
Strongly disagree Disagree Somewhat disagree Not sure Somewhat agree Agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 
6.   Lack of culture 

Strongly disagree Disagree Somewhat disagree Not sure Somewhat agree Agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 

7.   Coarseness 

Strongly disagree Disagree Somewhat disagree Not sure Somewhat agree Agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 
8.   Amorality, lack of self-restraint 
Strongly disagree Disagree Somewhat disagree Not sure Somewhat agree Agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
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9.   Irrationality, instinct 
Strongly disagree Disagree Somewhat disagree Not sure Somewhat agree Agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 
10.   Childlikeness 

Strongly disagree Disagree Somewhat disagree Not sure Somewhat agree Agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 
11. How accurate do you think the description of Davis as “an animal” is, given his actions? 
 

Very 
accurate 

Accurate Somewhat 
accurate 

Not 
sure 

Somewhat 
inaccurate 

Inaccurate Very 
inaccurate 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 
 
 

12. Are you aware of the stereotype associating Black people to apes? 
 YES                    NO 
 
13. What do you feel was the purpose of the study? 
 
 
 
 

14. Did you feel deceived at any point? 
 YES                                  NO 
 
15. If so, how?  
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Appendix G—Consent Form 

Consent Form 
Thank you for expressing interest in this research! 
 
Background. The purpose of the present psychology study is to assess the effects of different forms of 
media on performance in a simple computer task. 
What will happen in this study? If you agree and are eligible to participate, you will be asked to read 
and/or watch a video about one of several stress-inducing stimuli encountered often by people on a daily 
basis. Once you’ve done the reading and watched the video, you will complete a simple word-sorting task 
in a computer and finally, you will complete a questionnaire. The study will take approximately 20 
minutes.  
Risks and Benefits. Though you will not receive any direct benefits from participating in this study, you 
may gain some insight about how different forms of information and the media affect your everyday life. 
Furthermore, your participation would be helping to increase our knowledge of human behavior in 
general.  
As a participant, you will not face any serious risks in this study. However, some participants may feel 
uncomfortable with the reading/viewing material that they might be exposed to; some of the material 
presents issues such as child abuse and sexual assault. Though you may be exposed to stimuli that could 
be considered mildly disturbing and/or could cause mild anxiety, the level at which this would occur is 
similar to that of stimuli encountered on a daily basis (in news reports, social media, etc.). 
Compensation. In exchange for your participation in this study, you will be entered into a lottery for a 
chance to win one of two $75 Amazon gift cards. Baked goods are also available at the study site.  
Your rights as a participant. You should keep in mind that your participation is completely voluntary. 
You may leave the study at any time and you will still be fully compensated. The primary researcher will 
disclose additional information at the end of the study.  
Confidentiality. Individuals must be 18 years of age or older in order to participate. Any personal 
information you provide, as well as the data corresponding to your participation, will remain confidential. 
That is, only the primary researcher and the advisor will have access to such information, which will be 
kept in the Social Psychology Lab here at Bard. Data obtained from your participation will be assigned a 
number so that your name is not directly attached to it. Moreover, your consent form will be kept 
separately to ensure your identity remains anonymous. 
Should you have any questions or concerns about this study, or would like to be made aware of its results, 
please contact the primary researcher, Joshua Velette, at jv1398@bard.edu or the study’s supervisor, 
Professor Kristin Lane, at lane@bard.edu. If you have any questions about your rights as a research 
participant, please contact the Bard College Institutional Review Board: irb@bard.edu.  
 
By signing below, you are assuring the researcher that you have read and understood this document and 
agree to participate: 
 
 

____________________________                                                 _____________ 
Signature            Date 
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Appendix H—Debriefing Form 

Debriefing Form 
 
Thank you for participating! 
The real goal of this study was to assess the effects of implicitly dehumanizing stimuli present in the 
media on the participants’ own dehumanizing views. The study stems from previous research suggesting 
that dehumanizing views could potentially be spread through mechanisms that work below the threshold 
of consciousness. The news report you read was fabricated by the researcher for the purpose of this 
research. You received one of two reports: if you were in the dehumanizing condition, you read the 
version that implicitly dehumanizes the individual at hand; if you were in the non-dehumanizing 
condition, you read the version that describes the incident using neutral (unbiased) language.  
 
What is the IAT? 
The Implicit Association Test, or IAT measures less conscious associations between words pairings. If 
you would like try some computerized IATs or learn more about how this works just visit 
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/. 
 
Big Apes & Big Cats? 
Previous studies have found that certain Black people are dehumanized by being associated with apes. 
Certain words may make this association stronger, even without the individual being fully aware of it. 
Unsurprisingly, it’s been shown that these words are used more often to describe African Americans, and 
that criminals on death row described with these words were statistically more likely to be actually put to 
death. In the IAT, therefore, results should indicate a strong association between Black names and words 
related to big apes. 
 
Why is this important? 
Studies such as this one may further expand our understanding of implicit bias and the manner in which 
beliefs—both negative and positive—are spread. Furthermore, understanding how these views are spread 
may shed some light on the many factors that contribute to racial disparities in general, but more 
specifically within the American culture, as well as its justice system. 
 
Should you have any questions or concerns about this study, or would like to be made aware of its results, 
please contact the primary researcher, Josh Velette, at jv1398@bard.edu or the study’s supervisor, 
Professor Kristin Lane, at lane@bard.edu. If you have any questions about your rights as a research 
participant, please contact the Bard College Institutional Review Board: irb@bard.edu. 
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Appendix I—Certification to work with human subjects
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Appendix J—IRB Approval 

 


