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‘ In an attompt to reorganize the

Red Balloon (Bard's coffee house)
Council heard a’ rropoual from Councll-

. Steve Tromper, lr, Tremper moved

hat Council accept tne following
p“onosal concerning the . orgqn1ZﬁuﬂonQ1
and operablno~proceduros of the Ballo-
on: 1) That the Balloon become 'a Com-
muity ownedicoffeé house, o
. 2). MThatb it should be directed by
3 manaoers. ‘

3) That
the Council.
If) That this election be based on

an acceptable academic rating desig-
nated by the Dean's office, and that
the nominees have previous restaurant
cxperience.s Working for the Red Bal-
looh for one semesnter would constitute
such expericnce,

5) That tenure of the managers
would be lor one semestor

6) That the managers be paid a
salory of $100 per semester., ‘

‘7) That if a vacancy should appear
»thﬂ;nominee would be selected by Coun-
cil, from 2 1list submitted by the re-
meiping managers,

' 8) That the managers e responsible
for| ell forms of operating the Balloon,

- Q) That the managers elect treas-
urer and submit a list of wecekly ex-
penditures to Council, ‘

t0) That a inventory of equipment
o submitted to the treasurer of Cou- .
n01;a A .. : '
11) That Council may have the power
to Femove any one-or all of the mana- .
crs for reasons of unacceptable
management of the Red Balloon,

- Councilman CGrady asked if the
Red Balloon needed a food licocnoc The
Dean s8gid that it did not, Mr, Grady
then asked if the Balloon would have
to purchase eny new equipment? Council
man: Tremper said that the Balloon had
the equipmont already purchased,

- Councilman ifcCune askéd that in
addition to the salaries, would Council
make up any deficits?. Cholrman nriege
said that the initial $200 should help
to'karp the Red Ealloon afloat; but
that Council would still be respon31blu
for any deficit.

-' " ﬁx.rl‘

the managers be elected by

a

J o

Councilman dmondo wanbea to know
the ([duties of the mhndgcrs.‘ Mr. ‘
Erieger saiad that M e v would. be respon-

gible for anything caut
bu11&1n” a
- Mr. Tremper explained that some

n{ the duties included advertising,

would

would be lefl

happens in thatrl
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saovnln and the gathering of talent.
Tr Krciger said that any-
thing over the operating funds

be kept by the managers as pro-
fit. That this money would not go
back to Council.

Mr, Trempcr explained that
people who worked for the Balloon
WOuld get paid out of these profits.

Iir, nPClger said that it
£t up to Council whether
or not the intitial $200 would bo in
the form of a loan or a grent,

George Janto asked if the Red
Balloon would be open I'or business
this semester? Iir. Kreiger hoped

it mould be open in a few weosks,

The motion to accept the
above listed operating procedures
was pa_qed B8-0-1. | T

Nip Bggert, Barbara Crane
auls Fuchs- were elected managers
ol the Hded 3Balloon, 7-0-2,
IMiss Crane said that the Ballo
on would be open Tuesday, ”hursday,
Sunday, and Saturday nights when
th1e was nothing else Qldﬂﬂed
that evening She said that the
Balloon would not necd the community
vehicle, ~There would also be a 25¢
minimuwn charges ' This would be to
prevent people from sitting around
for three hours without buying any-
thing”, she saide Iliiss Crane radded
thaet BOGG would be maling the loft

arnd

|'\_

for

P

usable to enable the B QllOOﬂ to
accomocate rore peoplca »
Mr, Tremper moved that Council

alot a %200 grant with which to start
the led Balloon,

Jouncilinan William Lensing
if this wemld be pald back?
Mr, Tremmer said “no', IMr. Lensing
then asked if this meaont that Council
= would be loying out $200 each sem-

na

asked

cster? Hr., LWreiger said that 1t was
left to the discrction of Council.

$200

Mr, Tremper said that the
would pay iror the Tood stuff to be-,
r .gzin bthe semester,

Hr, idmonds asked that since
Council would be responsible for all
deficits why couldn't the $200 be
in the <ona of a loan?
Mr. Lrﬂdper gsold that each
managzer nut in 30 hours a weel work
or iwre, e soald that he was in
avor or makinﬁ ’t an outl ght grant.
lr, Jim Wine scid that the _
inititial ouul ¥ neant buying whol-



Tenure for admissions
for 1 yoar. members
are: Andrew Gordon, Judith Arncr,
Rebecca wstaples, Paul >0hn01dor, Glenn
Pomerance, Gary Bratmen, Coletts Barry,
Robin ilatteson, ' ‘ '
Institutional Commlttcc: IMalcolm
ilcCunc, James rollack, Anita ifcClellan,
ancy Lovallo. Tenure is for 1 yeor,
Cthe film elub requested g)b.'
Stevt Horvath, spoaking for the film
club zald that the club wanted toashow
the f£ilms twicc, oither once I'riday
ond once Heat surday night, or twicc on
Tridey. 1t Ju‘hOpCd that by’ showing
thu films tWLCC thl préblom of the-.
crowds in Sottery Hall might be o_ked.
Mr., ﬁorvath cxplained that the: moncy
was to pay the projectionist for cho
extro hours. ‘ ‘ :
Jei'f Hochlis, o
budget committoo asked if there would
be additional charges from the rintal
agencics 1§ the ©ilm club werc To
show the films twice? Mr. Horvath
galid that he hod not chiecked with the
Tilm companies, but-that therc was no

committcc.

committee 1is 1he

member of the

'BRAC's aCLlVlb¢Cu

sale beccause it 1s cheaper, no exprcss stipulation limiting the
lir, IlfcCunc asked 1f there were number of showings.
any restrictions on lLiow the money might Councilwoman irinda Boldt moved
be spont? 355 for the film club.,
Hr. Krciger sald that it was for  The mobtion »nassed 5-0-0.
provisioning the Dalloon. ite. wdmonds, chairman of tho
Mr, ifcCune said that he wanted Safety Comnitbes asked Tor some
a more specific answer. He thought carification of the uscs and Llimit-
that some one, 1lilke tho'tr isurer ations of the communiiy vohicle.
who ig not involved with phe running of He wanted to lnow who was Ontiﬁﬂ@d
the Balloon should approve all expenses. to usc the bus and what were the
Gouncilwomen Raphocl olffered an gualifications Jouncil had sot for
amendment to the motion. That a list tho drivers? .
be submitted To the treocsurer discrib- Iy, Sroiger zoid that cach
ing what the 200 would be spent on. committee submitted o list of drivoers
' '~ The admendment passed 8-0-0. to the %afcety lommittee. Any cempus
e motion pasazed 86-1-0, orgonization reccopnizcd by Council
ciss Ali-on Rapheel ~ond il '~ might use the bus. “hile BRAC and
Arlens rebbs reported to Goun(zll .Ol’l the in tertainment Committec both had
the activities of BRIC. 1liss Raphael ]:=Qn,ggof1,( tion budgets, ony organ
ond dss Hrebbs discribed BRAC! Jization might usc the bus and be
activities during the 1966 Summer charged the stendard foe of 10¢ a
project, BRAC selt up an arts and mile.
crafts and dnace program in Kingston. Ir. Kreiger onnounced that
One of its members startcd an psycho- representatives of the dilferont
logical testing program. BRAC was publications hed mot end had decided
involved in the anti«vo#erty'"lo'rmn to zend out order. forms to the com—
ond was instrumental in tho 1n sitiation munity. “his way duplicabion and
of o Child Care conter = and a Communit¥yoste would be avoided,
center asg well as a ucgel E:d JOC]QLy : roiper soid that an agre-
tiss Rophael sald that BRAC was common publisher was boing
attewpting to create a racial ‘ ‘
consciousness maong the ‘egro youth in iicCune moved 20 be grantod
Zingaton. BRaC ig also trying to to the Varsity club for- an upper vs.
introduce tho intolloectual world tvo lower collcge basketboll gome to
the uncmployed and the poor. take place iov. 19th beforc the B.Y.O0,
jiise wrlonc Krebs discribed how Ths motion nassed 9-0-0.
through clo$e association with the Ir. MeCunc announced that therc
children in Fingston vho took part in  yags $2,558 still unalotted in the
the arts and crafts and doance programs, (onvocation ifund,
she and “he othor members of 21.C z0t
involved uith the Childrcn and young Tlene Rosen
‘adults. whrough BRACTs c.Zorts a o
political and socidl consciousness # B # F x¥ % % &
was arouscd in these ChL]dLuQ.
" Council elccted membors to . QUOTHED WITHOUT COMMIENT =
at 5 y ., s o et S .
Instituticnal committce ~nd Admisclons "Welve really been very fortun-—

hasn't been a
years I've been
they average two

ate until now. There
fatality in the four
here. AT Dartmouth
a year." ‘

Dean Harold Hodgkinson

Bif * % * % s ko ok

LETTmus TO THI, 1 DI UhS

e - P

I am ”rltl

nore to
and The results
our first meeting, rather than to
merely.refute Mr. Holvenstot's lettex
and the other crivicism leveled a-

gainst BRAC in the September 22nd iss
of The Gadfly Papers. Sarcasm is a

convenient, but inadeguate substitube

clarify
of

for analysis. UnfObeHTbly, the
Gadfly has seen fit To publish sar-
casm in place of satire and personal
bias 1in olﬂco of concrete analygis.

ﬁ_(g

There is 1little that I can ao, but
try and ignore such critl01om, Log
there is no possible way to refute
that which has no basis in faet or
logic. How would you like to-deal

'



with & question such as, "What will
Rard be like in 1984 wmeﬂ the Gadfly
fapers becomes the only on campus pub-
Titation?"

I do not wish
give to criticism. Actually, I believe
that The Gadfly Papers could serve a
7ital role as a true gadfly to this
community. Howeve:, there is little
need for more gnats, particularly sect-
arian gnats., If either Mpr, Eolvenstodb
or the editors of The Gadfly wish to
present meaningful criticism based upon

caréful analysis of BRAC'S programs and
*ha condition of Kingston, I think that
vou will find no more receptive audi~
ence than BRAC's membership.

However, the mere presentation of
zupposed "facts" does not represent
valid criticism, as Mz, Holvenstot‘s
letter clesrly 1llustrates. Although
he continually uses plural pr -onouns
when expressing his own views, I have
‘not spoken with a single person who
-asrees with his 1nterp1etatlon of what
happened at BR:AC's first open meeting.

to apgear oveﬂly defen-ple of King

Mr. Holvenstot then writes
vag no doubt in any oi us that
history and arts and craits will
incalculable value- to the peo~
aton in prupbr1n them
for an actlvo role in: our oOClety
In that Mr., Holvenstot enjoys using
plural pronocuns I think it safe to say
that-he means his soclety rather than
our society. In any case he certain-
1§“Lovg not refer to ther- society.
Sockty nced not beleng to middle class
white youths exclusively. It is not
our intention to prepare people: for
an active role in Mr., Holvenstot's
socicty. Lf he wished to discuss the
theoretical significance of culturaal
ana historicel awarencss among black
peoole in America, I would welcome
such a discussion. However, more
than sarcasm is necded for meaning -
dialogue.

Finally Mr, HOlV“ﬂotOt writes.
", . . we were glad to hear that al-
though BRAC's efforts at political
organization were 'a total failure'

laws.
"Ther..
blacl
be of

He was apparently present, but he under-the Community Council is big about

stood little, if apychlng, that happen=
zd. His use oi "gquotations"™ out of
~ontext completelj distorts their in-
vended meaning.

One would have to be extremoly pom—
nous to believe that we "discovered
Kingston." Actually the phrase was
w8ed To describe the discovery of an
area with a major potontial and need
Tor community organizing‘located‘near
The Bard community. Kingston was sel-
acted as a focal point for BRAC after
it .bacame clear that Tivoli and Red
ook were unsuitable locations for a
wajor project. Kingston has existed
for over two huandred years —-- we could
hardly discover it, o ‘

- Next Mr., Holvenstot writes, "we.
were all so sorry to hear how uuxough
some sort of political intrigue the un-
employed were . wrested from BRAC.Y What
was actually sid was that due to the.
war in Vietnam, the unemployment rate
n Klﬂg ston badcropbcd con51derably
Miis is due to an increase in draftees
among the poor, and the growth of the

maaxitions industry in Kingston.
Next Mr. Hovenstot writes, "It was
mogt edifying to he.r of the trials of

BRAC's people as they went along the
gtreets of Kingston from diner to diner
trying to be discriminated against."
Mr. Holvenstot has dis corted the mcan—
ing of. that statement to
one would think that
iasochists. .
18 a very subtle and often latent prob-
ot
,ainst a person who he knows is
ights worker, but he may practice dis-
GlelnathH agwin,t other negroes. He
nay serve black people, but onlJ after
saking them wait for txonty minutes,
liigs Krebs (ﬁQAC) went with two people
from the ghetto into a diner that they
new had practices L150ﬁ1m1natlon SO
uiat ie¢al remedics could be taken
under the

BRAC is made up of

the point wherecil was not,
Discrimination in, the Northgencral agre

A diner owner may not discriminatcthat had to Ob overcone.
a civilthat

sbtate and national .civil right¥esults.

glving money and is doubtless when
compared to BRAC's other challenges
'not that much of a hurdle.'" This
last statement is a toval distortion
of what was said at the meecting.
FPirst, we did not say that community
organizing was "a complete failure."
Both Alison Raphael and I refered To
ocur Urban Renewal program as a com-
plete fallure at the mecting. We alse
explained why it was a failure in
that 1t proved imposesible to involve
many pe oplu from the area directly
against Urban Renewal, hence an organ--
1zatloﬂ could not be bullt around this
suc. Most people felt that there
was just no way to make the Kingston
Urban Renewal Aﬂcncy fulfill its obli-
gations to them; anda bthere was just
notrting that they could do_to change
things. ‘A number of people in BRAC
includins Alison and I, worked quite
hard on Urhan Rencwal and we did man-
age to create a few changes. However
neitheyr of us is in anyway satisficed
with the present Urban Renewal project

and what 1s more important neither
are the people who live in the project
area,

We then discussed our relation-

ship with vhe Bard Community as a
whole and Community Council. Some--
onec then expressed optimism that Coun-
and would not become an-
tagonistic uowwrds BRAC. There was
ement thet Council was

nor uvas it an obstacle
I bolieve
Bard Comuunity gon-
: BRAC,., Certainly I
believe that mos peoplc agree tinat
ve have Tthe same right to carry out
our brograms as have the other clubs
anc organizations at Bard. However,
we agrecd at the meeting that BRAC
could do more to keep the community
informed of our pro vrams and theilr
BRAC's programs have bcen

not a nurolo

most of the
erally supoorts




ing groups on campus, There are

extremely rewarding both personally working
and socially. They have served a 27 pcoplc tutoring, 9 in Arts and
positive social function both at Bard Craitg, 3 for Dance, 5 for Music,
and in Kingston., However, we must and 11 for Comimunity organizing.
continue to makc our goals and object- I am disturbed about the law |
ives clcar To this community. quality articles you are publishingy
Mhis is indecd a new scncsver, but I am 4is turbed not bocauge they will
the probl.oms that our socicty faces damage BRAC (I believe ih the intog-
arc 1not new. Summer has not brought Tity of the sgtudcnt body; 1 bcileve
the Great Societly, Brac has never - in BRAC) but becausge I cannot ilmagine
pretendud to be able to solve all of | two college Seniors, American History
the problems that exist in this na- majors, coming off with such ridicu-
tion, or even in Kingston, With some lous "sensationalism" in the hopes of
helpi ve may be able to make a few - becoming the controversial opposition
chanzes that will lead Lo a more Perscnaily, I don't consider your
aumane life for everyone. Thisg help means of attack to be of much worth.
does not oxclude criticism, but it - You present very. littlce intellectual
must be a positive criticism based challenge , ‘ A
upon’ a knowlcdf@ of the gsituation. - o Reaspectfully yours,
Sincerely, | '~ Arlenc Xrebs :
Guy Tarrell - ' BRAC
BRAC i ‘ T I S T T 7
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To the nIditorsg of tho Ga@fly
I'aﬂ wrlLiug in ropIy To last Thank you Mr, Farrell for your
wec?f@ ”Mlgcblluﬂy” olumn. What lengthy letter, the entirety of which
the ¢ditors statoed abcu* Tie Bard appears above, and you, Miss Krebs,
Racial Action Committooe was irrelev-~ . for your acidy haranguc on the editor.
ant and coascquentially incffectual. - of this publication. Criticisms of
The "issues" Mr. Mortimoer and Misg our criticism are always welcome;
koscn raisc, in their hopes of bo- and, I can assurc you, are given
coming COQLTObeﬁlaW? outspoken "Niw thoughtiul consideration.
Middle" critics arc so irvesponsiblc With regard to your letters, T
that the e¢ditors have degraded both . think that a word or two in reply
their personal integrity, hence the Go your criticism is in order.
worth of btheir opinion., I hold crit- Mirstly, Miss Rosen and Mr. Morti--
icist that ig valid and constructive mer have ncever "hoped" to be contro-
in cstcem; I have no paticnce Tor versial; thelir very prescence at this
criticism which is without any sound collge nakes them so. You might saf
bagis and without any relation to the& ve golb "guts" -- they say whet
actuality. they th*JL and with a good decal of
The Community Council Bus and BRAC’”VGﬂ’mDﬁcu,uoo. This gce m1hb audaclity
budget arc¢ the Gadlfy's percennial which expresses iteelf in the mediun
complaints., "Why docs B.AC zet a of "a Gadfly", conflicvs with thc
trans sportation allowance vheh no one general temper of Bard -- a curious
¢lse does?" It happens that the only blend of solipsistic aloneness and
other group which reguestecd a bus hipster ooniormlty. At Bard, mcre
transportation allotment was the BEnt- outspokcness is controversial, no
ertain Committee which reccived the matvter in what veln or ﬁﬂWOUPh what
funds, The G&ﬁly's criticigm of our spokesman.
receiving $901 from Community Convoc-— Secondly, you object to our crit-
ation has no value, unlcss they are icism of BRAC because it has "no
ablc to criticize the way the money basis in logic or fact." I conténd
is spent. I have never once scen any- orat it does. It is a fact that at
one from the Gadfly or other BRAC Council's first meeting Alison Raplecl
CflblCu come into Kingston, person— sounding much like little orphan
ally review the situation, and write Annie, rcquested a sum of money for
ob] uClecly about it., Critics must  DPurposes which she could neithcr
familiarizc themselves with BRAC's  adequately explain nor spocifically
programs, before they can offer us ‘itemize. Iow BRAC received a healti-
any Vvaluable alscrnatives. v budgetv last senester in addition

‘As for the thought provokinsg 1970 to a "sumner proj' ct" allocation,
projections, I am amazcd how the cdi- . BRAC's sensc of fimancial responsgi-

tors gpend tgcir time Thinking of bility, we must deducc, and I believe
levels on irhich Lo atback us., 1 had thic is loﬁlcally arrived atv, lics
thought My, Mortimer and Miss Ros seriously in qucstion.

knew more intellectually coquru0u1v0 But this leads me to my final
atbtitudes to adopt towards BR.C, Or point. "You present very little in-
at least find more relevant things to  btellectual challenge”, says Miss

say. Ag it stends, BRAC acmbership = Krebs. IHas BRAC cv.r provided this
is.l]f er than it has ‘ever boen. | atudent bo&y with an intellcctual

Indecd, we are ocne oi the larcest challocnpe; and by this I mean, a
G O & ?



I
challenge dcvoid of irrational emo-
tionalism? We. hear, of only programs
and more Programs for the "oppressed".
of the Klngstonf“ghetto.i‘ Have you.
CVGL:LTmeO your sensc of migsion
w1bh1p the context of, thc Flnguton
"gituation®? That is . have you ever
obaectlvely outvlined uo this student
bPody the:circumgtances, which compel
you | to action. : -
Undcrsuund4b1v, tho TQJOlﬂdbr ‘
to thls ¢riticism is, "7 have never
scen anyone. from che Gadfly
BRAC critics -cone into Kinzston.
Now really Mr, Farrcll and Miss Krebs
vou must see our. pogition in this
natter. We arc students, anc

thab the proper focus of "intellecct-

wal challenge” (to use your term) is

Cin uhb academj,;' jo can't comne

“Kingston. You'll have to bring
ﬂlngoton to us in The manncr outllnvd
above =—— through clear, unbiascd
-presentation of the Kingston situa-

" Tion.

igent,

To

COﬁutruCthC criticism.
‘ BRAC has become. exceedingly
bourg001s in these loast months, Why? .
Becaude it feels “established.," It
defends its requcsts for cxorbitant
monetary allocations bchind that old
clozk of COHSCluHCC and moral right-
cousness, - Georpe Babbitt would have
trouble: outdoing you. BRAC can go.:
before Council and for a tear walk
awealy w1tn onc hundred bucks. In
short, Mr, Parrcll and Miss Krcbs,
if . ybuﬂdual with thic collugs’ intcell-
botuaily so will you be truaue( in
the game manner. :

olnccr015’ |
John Faylor

]

* * % - * * % *

To Tho Edltors

~ Being a transfer u‘budent to Bard, I
can look with a certain touching unbiased-
ness at such.stirring issues asuthe Great.
BRAC Fracas, and, since I live of £’ campus -
the Dirty Dorm Scandpl, whlch also falls to
raise my ire. !

However, if the ”Gadfly" can got off -
BRAG's back, for a moment, there is a noed
Tor stinging clsewhere, ‘

' Now, to get to the issue.of Bard pub- |
lications (present company excented) - What -
about’ the Bard "Observer”? :

I Yes, indeed, what about the"Observer"? -
Can this really be the, officmel, printed,
“egularly distributed publication of a snall‘
libera.. arts college one hundred miles’ fFom
wa York City?

- If yes, why ddes it bbar such a re-
markable’ resemblance, in form and content
%o the Fodunk FTA Weekly?

The layout - disastrous:

The content - unbelievable

The headlining - moronic

The total effect - apralling

Surely among the six hundred or so

studehts here - one was editor of his high
School n€Wpaper; one has take a course in
elementary JournaliSm, one can erto deveat
edltorlal prose. - :

5 .

or other:j

we fecl

‘Then you might look for 1ntall—

" you need a good dictionary.
illustration, as well as a partial explana-.

This being the case, why is the staff
" of the paper composed of, what I can only
imagine, are members of th' cnstodlal staff? .-

M. K. Schulman

Lok ok k% s

* % k%
" To The Editors:

: Perhaps your column of miscellaneous
' questions ought to have included a few about
the Library. Ffor instance, why doesn't it
open until 2 o Telock on Sundays? Those of -

us who live in outlying dorms (e.g., Blithe-

" wood, the Manor, Robbins} have found that

s this leaves a huge bloc of wasted time be-
tween the ond of breakfast and 2 P.M, (for
addition to leaving us stranding duriag the
cold nonths or on days—of -inclement weather).

Soric . ncarsay has 1% thah “the’ reason
for late opening is the lack of funds to
malntaln a staff on Sunday mornings. If the
Library were to openr at 11 AM, the total cost
of one'stiudent librarian would be three dol-
lars (above thc ~rescnt oterating cost).
We'lre rcasonably sure that the College can
obtain this sum for such a worthy cause.

An additional question: Why are the
floors of the third and fifth level galleries
constructed of harsh and grating clanging
metal? These arc certainly not condu31ve to
contemplation and study.

flﬂally, what and w%y is the off1c1al
policy as to tho use of the Library phonc.
(front. desk)? It is a great inconvenionce
to have to bug dand nlcad for the nse of it,
in order not to have to make the time con-
suming journcy to the nearest dorm or the
Coffec Shew - while the Library has two
phones, cach carrv1ﬁg both out-zoing and in-
coming calls,

L

Ty e

Jane Forman
Barry Fructer

To The Edltors

Although proposals for reform vary
with the winds, no one at Bard defends the
status quo. The administration finds it too
unstructured; the faculty finds it too un-
scholarly; and the studecnts rail against the
the last vestiges of official or sccial re-
straint on the uninhibited exnression of -
their creative talents., 411 defend stalwart-
1y perogatives against the encroachments of
other departments of the collcge., Yet all
feel frustrated by a system which they them-
selves compose, This is an untoward situation
and cries out for corrcéction, This' article
will attemnt to do that, -
' - What is the problem with Bard? :At one
level of analysis it is certainly a lack of
conflict. This is more serious than it
sounds; for conflict implics values and
courage, prccisely the two most potent anti-
dotgs for Bard's persenal and moral nihilism,
If you do not claim to have values that you
attain and maintain maturely,. how can you
possibly claim to have a se¢lf before the ex-
ternal world that even the most subjective
solipcist must acknowledge? If your'values?:
are mercly surrogates for unexpressed emotions
Let us give an
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tion of this lack of values,

By ignoring reality and the valucs
necessary to cope with it, Bard studeats
vitiate the point of their own hippiness;
even their awkward gestures lose meaning. The
artificial gestures of Barddom only make gens»
by their contrast to the conventional medes of
acting in the bourgeois society that Bard stu-
dents - come from (almostfinvariably); Your smo-
king pot becomes like your mother's .social
drirking, avant-garde movies replace, country
clubs. vhere staid neople react in pre-deter-
mined: wags £6 ‘cliches, Bard behavior becomnes

an extension of uns uffch@ﬂtly'comprchendod
high school behavior,

Granted the abovey “how is the Bard stu-
dent to learn about,realgty and the tools
necessary to cope with it? There are four
possible alternatives in the preseut systenm
field period, courses, other students, and
extracurricular activities. We shall consider
their efficacy.
~ Field period would seem the ideal- op-

portunity for encountering reality. It.seemu_
not to achieve this objegt. It is too brief
tc be a truly‘soberlab experience, and it
weakens the votentialitics of other vacation
periods by shortening them., One cannot“eso,pe
long cnough from the torpor of Bard mOral ,
oblivion.,
~ What about Bard's-still strong tgachlng

staff? Can they provide all the. awareness and
testing of valnes that Bard students desnerate-
ly need? Alas, no, For most Bard students
are still at the level of dovrlopmcnt where
their nsychological whims govern their ideas
and not vice vecrsd. One has 1ance to teach
fifteen students in two hours; cannot hope
to administer psychotherapy. e, w

Could contact with other Bard students
provide much heln? If they know what is com-
ing oLi, the problem would eradicate itself,

Partly as o result of Bord's size, exX-
tracurricular activities do much less than
they should to promote awareness. ThA P'stu-
dent body' lack drive or any comprehension of
structure, =nything that implies value and
leads to conflict, Wo, the system seems un-
likely to cure itself. 4

. Must we Hmnchmkaﬂ.d‘ﬁwdﬂndBmﬂ-
ness? Must we abandon 41l of the 1d105ynbra—
cies that we have grown to love nnd depend on?
Can no surgery save the Sick 0ld Man of the
Hudson?

. One way would be "to encourage Bard stu-
dents to get even more contact with the real
world than they can get on their frequeunt |
jaunts to the City. This can be done in two.
simple ways: relocating the oollcge closer to
2 major town or city or by moking Bard an all-
boys school so the social life would be more
extroverted, Moving Bard College would be-
very messy and exvensive and would cause it to
abandon an exceedingly attractive compus. BE-
liminzting girls would force the school to
give up. a majority of its brighter students,
Surely, though, there is another oolutlon
short of dynamite, / :

There is!’ Not only is it rwtlon 1, hu-
mone, and original; but it accords with thc
Bard ethos by being progressive, unusual, ~and
obvious. The college should require thot 21l

o

ch
he

present Baid- students teke off one calender year

prof afhly bofore” i) froahlicn yoar, -
Since the Bard environmeni goes: lltﬁle to en-

courage students to assume responsibilities -

to stay here, we know that we

" too much of the

‘ieate, too

the most effective way for most people to ma-
ture, Bard students should be compalled to en
counter for a considerable length of time an
ehvironment where responsibility rears its
well-trimmed head, Since the Dean allows us
are not 'ex-
cessively sick.' ‘e can survive reality,”
"Aren't you being opinionate, old-fash-

intcelerant, uncharitable, unfair, and

No, Let's face “it. Bard damands
high-school gradu~te, Then
it isolétes him so as to lessen the charces
of his learning effective watterns of coping
with his freedom. An enforced year off might
be just the mat iring catalyst that would make
Bard the outstanding collbge it still has the
potential to become,

ioned,
nasty?”

Frank :Dobbs
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Letter to the Editors:

Not only is :smoking a heartbreakingly
beautiful -habit, but one thnt has given man-~
kind a reason, & goal, a Turpose, 2 signal, a
reason for being.

Why are neople
found? Beremonious?

at Bard so humane? Pro-

Is it because they are
painfully realizing their existonce through
smoking - as thoy struggle, smoke-like, ‘
through the tcbacco leaves of 1ife? And what
makes the intellectual calibre of couversatiog

~in classes cnd at Adolf's stimulnting, sea rch

ing, intoxicating - so much more so than in
the Dining Commons? Because you can't smoke
your food! The ritual of smoking is too del-
precious & thing to combine with
necessity of gorging., That is why
human beings —ers made so that they could
not do both at once. And the fact that the
lower animsls can -~ or could, if they knew
how to smoke is one of the wmost import -
ant distinctions of man and beast., I am
hanpy to announce that there is no tragic
misunderstanding of the meaning of smoking
as is the with weny of the other fine
arts. That is, the very symbolic, and often
anciont motions of the smoker have not been
left to be laid aside, forgetten and ridiculi-
ed, On the contrary, sméking is & living art
it's 2lwavs symbolic and often very ancient
motions are iq'th' ~rocess of be‘nﬁ constant-~
ly invented by hizhly conscious and sensitive
smoking artlmtg. If vou smoke, vou cannot
halp being creative, since you cammot avoid
creating ‘smoke, and are continuously exciting

the animal

case

“the emotions of those arocund you in your own

novel-ond individual WAYS .
to be continued
noxt week)
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‘Majoric Torikins
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Cne bright, observant society vage
editor to cover activities of new
social circle on campus called
the "Tweedies" and who held their
parties in the Zimmerman Room of

Ward ianor., Wust be well-dressed

e

NEEDED:

' and clean shaven. Inguire with
editors. _
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‘All letters to the Gadfly may be
adéressed to the editors: Ilene Rosen,
Jefirey Mortimer, and John Faylor,.






