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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
"That! s thc way we've always donc it."

Mac HeCunc

JHY THE GADFLY 7

Democracy is not a passive act.  You can't sit back and let
it ‘happen,. because. it won't., A functlonlng democracy requircs the
active part1c1putlon of all the peoplc involved in it, or clse
power will &lip from the hands of the peorle, who were intended to
‘hold it, into the hands of e xmall group who will use it for their own
‘ cnds, rather than for the good of all.

-+ The Bard Communlty is in danger of 1051ng its democratic systen,
rFor too long we. ‘have sat. bsgl and let a few govern for us, trusting
that' they wovld do so.in our best intecrest. The events of the past
"semester have. shown that our trust was naive. It is time for the
comuunity as =a nhole to regain its conrtol of communlty governmcnt
before that control is lost forever.

But how are we to assert that. cdn*rolﬁ e cannot, like the
Greeks, asscmolﬂ in the morning to debate policy and action., ‘e have
- neither the timé or the neéd for that. “hat we can do is to make
‘burselves an interested and inforaed clectorate that vill make-its
wishes known and will hold 1ts elected representatives responsible
for their actions.

No journal, of course, can create an informed and interested
member of the community. : It can, however, aid any person who wishes
to beccme so. It is for thls reqaon that we are bringing out the
Gadfly Papers.

Edited by . Ilene Rosen and’ uatt Perlstein, the Gadfly will be
distributed weekly, to all the members of the Bard Community. It
will contain news of the week's council meeting =nd comment, criticism,
and satire on all phases of the comaunity's governuent and activities.
It "is: not our aim to present only one noint of view or to support
one partlcular progranm or policy, but rather to present wmany ideas,
and to glve a fair hearing for the many diverse points of view that
exist on the bBerd cempus. Our only criteria for chosing articles is that
they be well ”rltten, of interest to the community, and signed by
their author.‘

The Editors

TOQ:JARDS‘ BETTER COUNCLL LINUTES-

~ The Community Counc1l minutes’ are of great 1uportancc, not only
to council, but to the Community. They are the record, not merely of
"the witticisms of the mémbers of council, but of its procedings, its
"votes, and its resolutions; the official record. Therefére, it is of
grcat'iuﬁortaHCy to ‘council and the Community that these records be
kept as fully and as Qccura'ely as possible. This is the job of the
council secretary, L . o
It is. therefore important that the best possible secretary be
chosen. One who can reduce the notes of the mesting into a couplete,
accurate,.und reao(blc reccord. EBut'in order to do tﬁls, the secretary‘
must first be able to take these notes. The apCQd with which council
procedes makes it, if not necessary, at least dCSlerlu to have a
gecretary '1ho can tealze shorthand. I do not know if there are persons
on this‘camlus‘who have this skill, but if thete are, I urge them to
apply for the post of Secretary of Conn01l And if such persons ‘
do apply, I urge council to consider their avplications very seriously.
‘ ' iatt Perlstein



SEIESTER A:RDS

In the past semester, meubers of the Bard Community hevé been
active in many ficlds of ‘endecavor.  UYe feel it-only fitting to recognize .
their aCCOMPllQhUFnto by giving svards to a few of the jost outsianding.
of these. Therefore, the editors of the Gadfly Fapers are proud to present
the following awards:

The 0ld Bard Awerd; to the person or persons who have done the nost to
further the ideals of the old Bard: +to iac McCune and Mark Mellet for
their stirring defunoe of the Elections Committec and its time-honored
practiccs, - oo e e s ! . L
The Cood Felleouship Award, to the person or persons who have done the
most to encourage fellow fcellng within the various institutions in

the Bard Community: to Tony llarzani and Feter Lee who unselfishly

put aside their doubts as to the validity of the Council elections

in order not o create dissent within Council.

The Clean: Alr Anard to the person or p’“sonu vho have done' the most

to meke Bard a more fragrant place to lice and study: +to B&G for dlgglng
up the qud sewer system in the wmiddle of the czecmester.

The Roughlnv It Award, to the purson or pcroonb who have done the ant

to srncourage people to live mithout nodcrm conveniences: to the Power
Compahies oflNew York State for giving us. the rare cpvortunluy to 8pend
an evening without cleetricity., ‘
The Epicure Award, .to. the pefson or rersons wno have dgne the most to
increase the delights of-dining at Bard: to the dining comuons for
inventing the lonte Carlo Sandwich: we never thought that so many good
tasting things could be put together to such a strange rcsulu.

© The. Floorvax Award;—to—the: persen—er-perEois who hwve dOuG “he most to -
,flnere&*eﬂth

Bale of floorwax a2t Bard: <To the many pcople who spllled
s0 much beer on the gym floor at the informels,

The half & anf is Better Than None Award, to the person or persons

who have done:the most in starting something ard hever ruite finishing
it: to .fatt Ferlstein of the Folllore Society for planning o good concert
and a hoot and then nourpubllcizing them, ' A '
The .Special. Award for Zeel nd Iudustrlousnuasa to the :erson or persons
who. have worked the hardest at ﬂnht they set out to do: +teo Dick Néylor,
business manager- of the Berd ObSbLVeT, vho sold so many ads that editor
Harvey.- Fleetwood dicn't heve ony room 1LLt in which to prlnt the news,

COMLU ITY COUNCIL

A new show moved into Albee Social on Dec, 13, 1965 at 7:15. Actually,

it wasn't a neu show ot all, but a revival of that old favorite "Community

Council", otherwise known as the "funniest show on campus", Now, this
show has a guaranteed rum cf four. uonths each semester and no amount of

panning from the critics 7111 dislodge it. This long running bit at least

changes its cast of characters occasolonally, malzing for a nrew, if not

different, show‘egch‘semester. ‘This year was no exceptlon. The old cast

continves with tr. Bernstein,. Mr., LlVAngston, Hr, licCune, ilr, mellet,

and Mr. Kréiger. The new additions arc Hessrs marzani, Les, and Frledman.

411 in.all, lfonday night proved to be a rousing good show, It

was preceeded by a great.deal of wmixed publicity, In the uweek before

its premiere performance, there was much discussion as to variéus‘. 4

irregularities discovered during the clecticns for the Dhairmenship =~
(otherwlse-hnown as the lead) Two hundred, twenty onc, Bardians -

felt disturbed enough to sign a petition calling for the elections to ‘be

re-held, In the confusion before opéning night, the cast of the "Community

Council" issued deveral stztements which only served. to becloud the

~sitvation further withly charges and countercharges. The pre-show’ publicity
brought-out the audicnce in force, About twenty five people, a very

lrrge grournin this case, had thalr interest tickled to the ektenL thﬂt
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they left their finals 2t home and ceame to see the first performence.
They were not to be disappointed. The actors got so carried awey with
their 1mprov1satlons that. the show ran over its usual tour and fourty five
mlnutes playing time, and ran instead for almost three hours 1nclud1ng
1nteru1881on. '

ihc central issue of Monday nlght' merathon was the problem of the
1rregular1tleﬁ during the previous clection, Thc 221~ name petition was
presented to the council and was set aside as representing perhaps,
only"flfty interested people! the rest just signing because they liked
to'see . thelr name in print.  Council voted, and passed a res®lution .
stating that, although their: may have been irregularities, the election
was still valid and that further clectlons would only serve to disrupt

' the worklngs of council.

"It was during this first act that the characteru ‘begen to reveal
themselVPs to the audience, Craig LlVanSton put on a sirong performance
as. the” beleagurcd new Council chalrman. It must be stated here that he
hendled a pocentlally exp1031ve role in a most impressive wmanner.
Unfortunstely the same cennot be said for his colleagues. ‘The older

“‘members of .the cast with one exception, gave their usual boring performances

Mr, Mellet ‘and Jir. McCune played the steunch defenders of "old bard"
whatever that may be. Their attitude ‘was one of "so what?" and "who
cres?2, 1ir, Bernstein's presentation lacked clarity end confused the
audience not nearly as much as, I suspect, lir. Bernstein was,

The comeg rdief was suppied by the Rover Boys, lir. Lee and lir.
Marzeni. Their funniest scene was when they nominated one another for
one of the sub-committee chairmanships.

The surprise of the evening came from Ilr. Kreiger, who has decided
to reinterryret his role; until this point he has played a supporting part.
Staying in the background and out of trouble. IJonday night, for one reason
or another, he stcpped forward and gave a strong performance in defense
of the petitione‘rs{a It‘was‘one of the:ﬁost dremetic moments of the

rentlre evening,

- luch of the rest of the nlvht wa's taken up with the distribution

of the chairmenships of sowme of the stcndlng com ittecs of Council.,

Cne .of the best parts was -saved for last, when, as during the
Republican Convention, almost everybedy had sone home. Council passed;
a set of stringent rules to regulate future elections, _The;c were then
mlmeographcd and passed out to the Coumtnlcy by the admlnlstratlun, 80. :;
no further comment is necded, o

This can be seid for the entire performance, although it is
doubtful” that you will leave Albee social humming any of the .songs, )
the nest four months pr01lse to be all the more exciting for thc presence
of"thnunlty Council. '

Ilene Rosen

PROSFECTS FOR THE NE'! COUNCIL

The Council for Spring 1965 met for the first tine during the
last week of last semester. Unlike most councils in the past, it was
faced with a serious problem at its first meeting; a petition signed
by over two hundred members of the commwunity, calling for the reholding
of the elections for chalrmun of coun01l because of irregulerities in
the voting procedure.

Council's reaction to the petition was, after an hour's dcbate,
te pass a resclution utqtlng thet, while the election was conducted - - =

“in a irreguldr manner, théy were quite sure that the irregulerities had

not affected the outcome. ' Tony Marzani, the s onsor of this resolution,
told this writer that the reason he had introduced it vas because he

felt that it was important for Council members to stick together.

The new Council has shown a greqt deel of good fellowship toward each
other and respect for the sacred institution of Council, but, by its

out of hand rejection of the petition, very little of either good fellow-—
ship or respect toward the members of the Community,

The reason which Petur Lee geve for Council's not tcling the petition
wore seriously was that "around here a person will sign just =bout anything!
Have any of the members of Council thought of the logical corollary
to this rather popular stctement: that "around here a person will vote
for just about anybody"?

Matt Ferlstein



BETTZR LECTURES

In his cempaign for Council, this past semester, Hafvey Fleetwood
brought up a point that I =m sorry to sec he did not elaborﬂte in an
Observer editorial or elsewhere. He said that there were too many.
concerts and lecctures at Bard. .t first this statement struck many of
his listeners as a rather strange thing to say, but therc is a great
deal of truth to it. There are wmany organizations at Bard which are
active in Drlnglng sperceru and perforumers to Bard. Therc ‘are however
only about 650 pegile in the Bard Comwnity. Since all of thése have
mehy thlngs to deo bésides attend-toncerts and 1ectures, thls limits the
potential audiance For thesé mctivities during the gear. r1th this in
mind, it logically follows that numerous e vcnts durlng the Vear, espc01a11y
durlng'flnals ~would be-poorly-ettendeds - R :

The simplest thing to do in this situation would Dg to-reduce the
number of concerts. and lsctures held. IBut, as lr, Fleetiiood pointed out,
since we have thé‘money available, why not, %t the same time spend more
on each event, This would mean a higher calibre of speakers and performers,
Je might have concerts by Judy Collins, Ravi Shankar, or the Julliard
String “Cuartet. e might have lecturss by irthur Schlc051nger or Saul
fellow, [The possibilities are endless.,

ir Fleetwood's point is well worth thinking about.

Matthew Ferlstein

IN CONCLUSION

You hevé seen but a small fraction of what the Gadfly is capable,
The rest depends, in a large part on you the members of the Bard Cowmunity.
The Gadfll ‘chnnot exist without help. We will need %70 to meet the cost
of mlmeographlng for the semester, ‘e will need typists to help prepare
the stencils’ each wveek, ind above all we will need material.. -e do not
prctendﬁto &now,ﬂlet alone. representy the t dlv0r51tv of orinion on this - -
_'cﬂmpus.n Att’tﬁat we can hope to do is to provide o forum in which the
authors of this opinion can express themselves. For this reason, we
invite all those who have something to say on the affairs of the Comumunity
to contribyte to the Gadfly Papers in the coming weeks and months.
Qur only - requircments ares that contributions be well written, of interest
to the Community, and signed by the suthor. The Gadfly is your forum.
Use it well, i

The E%itors

Contrlbutlons of all %inds may be made to the editors.c™ to the
GHdfly, Box 500 Campus liail,





